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QPERATIONAL REPORT

SEAFORTH OF C

1 Jan 45 to 7 Jan 45

CAPTURE OF GRANAROLO
(EXERCISE ™ GRUNMBLE

NOTE: Marginal notes denote reference to Apv., "A" to this report
"Lessons learned from months overations".

On the 1 Jan 45, the outline plan for the forthcoming
operation was presented to Bn commanders at a Bde "O" Group
at 0900 hrs Mhas PATT Amrde~ b - Ve

L. 2 Cdn Inf Bde Intention: to capture the area between
GRANAROLO and the FOSSO0 VWCCHIO with exploitation to the R
Senio. ‘

2o Method: The operation was to be in three phases:

Phase 2. Seaforth of C to break out North from the PPCLI
bridgehead to capture area W of GRANAROLO, operation to be
supported by Arty concentrations, timed and on call.
Phase 3. The L Edmn R to approach and clear GRANAROLO from
due East astride road IR W 367314 - MR M 355322, which would
become the Bde axis. '
"H" Hour for the attack - 1900 hrs.

Seaforth of C Plan

The attack was to he in four phases.

It was to commence on the C.0.'s order, after the success of
the PPCLI. The fwd assembly area for one coy at a time was
Bast of the ditch MR M 358312 to MR M 357310. First coy to
be in fwd assembly area by 2000 hrs. The remainder to move
forward in successlon on move of the preceding coy. The unit
SL - rly track MR M 354314, Axis - rd MR M 354314 to Canal
crossing EATON MR I 351316, then right turn and N.E. varallsl
te the canal.

Phase 1. D Coy to clear crossing Eaton MR M 351316 (if not
already, cleared by the PPCLI) and capture first objective:
EATON crossing incl West bank of Canal to MR M 353320, to ;
MR349317 (track junc) and back to TATON.

Fhase IT. A Coy to gm through D Coy and capture woods and 1 .
large buildings west of GRANAROLC at MR M 353322, and if
possible to capture intact, the bridge at MR M 355322,

Phase III, B Coy to go through D Coy and South of A Coy, to
the FOSSO VECCHIO. Objective, horse at MR UM 350324 to MR M

551325, incl East Bank of FOSSO VECHIO to MR M 348323, and

back to house MR M 350324.

Phase IV. C Coy to go through D and A Coys to objective,
buildings MR M 356325, incl Jest bank of the Canal to junc
of CANALE * AVIGLIO and FOSSO VECHIO MR M B56325. Secondary
tagk: *p %isj saj;oemt bacl acrpss CAMA:E NAVIGLIO to cut
escape road from GRAINAROLO at MR M 357325,

The Tk hu’iting P1 to foilow D Coy to their objective, ge
through with A Coy, and then C Coy. Final task, to cut
GRANAROLO escape road to the north and protection of C Coy
against tank approached from %he NORTH.

Engineers (with PPCLI) to open route to EATON crossing MR M
351316. Ploneers ts¢ carry on unit axis to C Coy objective,
then to clear from 4 Coy to B Coy.

One sec of unit 2 pr» A Tk guns to C Coy area as soon as the
road was open and tc protect them from tank approached fr&m
+he North and Baact .
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One troop of RCA A Tk (6pr) guns -~ two guns each to B and C Coy,
responsible for approached from North and West.

One tp of 3" M 10 SP guns to 4 Coy area, deploying in depth covering

N and W.

Two tps of tanks to D Coy area to prepare either exploitation or coun-
ter attack role with D Coy.

Arty support on call; tarsets show on apnended maps, the FOO was to
be with D Coy.
Mortars on call, prepared to 10ve into GRANAROLO area.

A message from 1 Cdn Inf Div HQ ordered that no first line 3"
mortar ammn would be used except in an emergency and with
written explanation of targets, bombs expended, and the resu-
1ts of the shoot,

OTE 1 The unit interpreted this message and passed 1t on as apply=
ing only to first line, but stressing the necessity of ecdhomy
in the use of the 8)0 odd bombs held in surplus to first lines
Note: in spite of this, a rumour quickly spread throughout
the battalion, that the 3" mortars were not to fire at any-
thing.

(A) The operation which affected the cutting off 4f GRANAROLO;

by the Sgaf of C.

S Jan 45

163D hrs The first coy left for the assembly area MR M sq
3728 by TCV shuttle service.

1750 All coys reported complete in the assemble area and
In the process of having a hot meal. BHQ was at MR M
366306 .«

1830 The CO left for Bde HQ, there to remain till the
unit was committed.

1900 The arty programme for Phase I commenced on time.

2015 Reports that the PPCLIs progress was satisfactory
was received: D Coy was ordered to move to the fwd
assembly arca. :

2035 D Coy on the move.

2130 D Coy in position in the fwd assembly area.
Reports from the PPCLI indicated that Teller mines
were frozen into the rd at MR M 355314 and that all
attempts to pull them out by man power and with
carriers had failed. Instructions wsre issued for
their demolition in the road.

NOTE 2 Unit 3" mortar truck was ditched and stuck at MR M
366309, blocking the road to PPCLI vehicles and
drawlng fire from MR M 361318. 15 nin arty HF order-
ed on thls area.

PPCLI on initial obj. and were still fighting for
the final objective. The CO phoned from 2 Cdn Inf
Bde HQ setting the SEAF of C "H" Hour at 04 0020.
2340 D Coy followed by the Tk hunting Pl advanced from

the fwd assemble area. 2345 hrs A Coy moved off fér
the fwd assembly arsa. Some parts of the area ware
under light shell fire but caussd nn casuslties or
great inconveniencs, A=k

4 Jan 45 0005 B Coy, PPCLI take five more PsW, one staff car and

one 3SP. PPCLI total PsW now 52.
remainder of the mines in the road at MR M 556314
to be blown at 0030 hrs.

0030C D Coy out of communication by 18 set and FOO 22 set.
(FOO was following in bounds behind D Coy with the
set in a W3IASEL)
A Coy passed through BHQ en route tc the fwd assem-
bly area. Hostile shelling slightly intensified
from the fwd assembly area to the CLNAL NAVIGLIQ.
Counter battery and counter mortar was ordercd.



LLOY The Bigas Orier with A Scoduv Pl escort was outemed o
- forward with a2 18 sc¢t,; constantly in touch witn RHS
until contacv was nmade with D Coy.

8120 D Coy again came on the air reporiing that they had he .
a sharp fire fight with the cenemy MNGs at EATON, and
were now attacking the firsy big house in their objec -

1VEs
0130 A Coy ordered fwd across the CANALE NAVIGLIO behind
D Coy and await further orders.
0135 B Coy to move fwd to FUP.
0145 Enemy minefield trace was sent in by 2 Cdn Inf Bde.
0210 Sltrep from D Coy: Objective reached, not yet firm,

one 88 mm 3P captured intact and 3 PsW at EATON, own
casualties 3 wounded.

0215 D Coy snug on objective. Party was sent from BHQ ton
collsct PsW.

0250 A Coy across canal; ordered to keep on going. Phase 2

OBBE B Coy ordered to move forward through fwd ... sembly

; arsa cross canal and walt behind D Coy

9300 A Coy passingcthriugh D Coy - all well.

Pioneers ordered fwd from BHY to swesp roads across
: canal and thence to D, A and C Coys.

NOTE 3 FOO with WEASEL out of contact with BHR and all coys,

presumed to be bogged down and having set trouble.
9350 C Coy passes BHQ on the way fto fwd assembdly arsa.

Hétting out stations interfering with unit 18 sst netb
and causing considerable difficultics.
A Coy report onc pl cngaged in stiff fighting for
group of houses 2 plg: being deployed to influence “he
battle.
"ARK" reported in position in the blow at MR M 3359311
now passablc to whecls beyond that point.

& 4
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0415 A Loy reports all well - one pl firm and ths remainu--
pushing on.
0430 18 set communication reach:d crisis when some other

statlon using Seaf of C code sign, ordered movemdn :
of sub units. OSomewnat frantic enquiry revealed Ffhat
the L Edmn B weme late in changing their code sign
which, thus by coincidence became the same as our naw
one. Both units were slightly off net, thus achicving
an overlap in frcquency. The 3rd letter of unit cail
signs were different and eventually the coy sigs
were instructed to use all three letters. The pazsing
NOTE 4 of this 1Instruction over the air was most difficuli
because the coy slgs were not in possessinsn of the
third letter of the code sign.

0440 ARV, armd bull do er and fascines passed BHG en route
to rlv and canal obstaclss. BEngincer and F ..nesr rczo:
party rcported in to D Coy.

0500hrs Line communication was cstablished with D Cov.

A Coy recport firm on PONTIAC MR M 355321,

B Coy order:d to proceced fwd to Phase 3 objective
bypassing A Coy to the south.

C Coy ordercd to carry on through D Coy behing B Coy.
thence through A Coy and launch Phase 4.

0508 PPCLI report couvnter attack from their front and lefc
0510 A Coy report both bridgss at PONTIAC blown (Acbunally
causways cratercd)., Teller mines on X rds MR M 35532:
0645  The CO moved fwd on foot with a 18 set to D Coy
objectivU MR M 352318 and c¢stablished a temporary TAC
NOTE 5 HQe. Engincer work on rly and canal craters appeared |-

ceased: cqulpment packed beside rd. Bde HQ was cont-
acted for Info re Engincer situation.
Two unit 2 prs were ordered to man handle across the
NOTE 6 CANALE NAVIGLIO, Tanks were requested to do a quick
raecce of blows on foot with a visew to puttinz Church-
11ls over thems Blows were considered by the CO to
be passable to tanks. Now it was evident that the
road would not be open for normal traffic before

daylight.
0720 B Coy had 2 pls firm on E,sst bank of the FO0SSO VECCHIC
and in close contact with the enemy on the west bank.
0725 B Coy being counter attacked while digging in: fired

DFs 125 and 1139,
A Coy report "Now I have her boat'.



NOTE- 7

NOTE 8

0740

0910

0950

1100

1120

1150

1380

1300hrs
1445

1510
1515
1520

1525

1540
1542

1545
15580

1610
1700

1705

1905

2030

2305

¢ Coy calls for artillery firs on snomy at MR M
359327 .
2 pr A Tk guns 1:d by the Adjt arrived at Tac HK
(D Coy) and were deployed temporarily covsring lNorth
and west between ® and C Coys and bestween A and B Coys
Coys stood down to 50%.
ouP MokOsnarvitvsdont: BHQ ald #EHE sdeplayed itn A Coy
arcea covorlng areas to thce North and wsst.
RAP now in position at MR I 353319, near Tac HQe
B Coy reported Maj A Staples SbVoPuly wounded and all
other " gfflcaersout of action.
B Coy heavily engagsd on banks of OSSO0 VECCEIO -
one tp of Churchills ordercd forward to assist them.
Wasp section was ordered fwd to BHQ in anticipation
of possible role.
B Coy engagsd targst at MR M 347325 with 3" mortars.
One PW was dlscoverod in haystack in D Coy arsa.
C Coy engaging target at MR M 356329 with 4. 2" mortars
A bov in contact with the L Bdmn R Who had passed
throuph GRANAROLO.
B Coy report onc encmy snipsr lsft in their arsa.
Request repsat 3" mortar shoot on MR M 347325.
Capt JWH Bassett, Adjt, appointed to command B Coy,
went out to B Coy with the CO,
C Coy fiirm on all objectives.
A,C,D Coys and RAP in linc communication with Tac HQ
at MR M 35231Q.
Enemy activity at MR M 359329 sngaged by arty.
B Coy sent a party fwd under Rzd Cross to bring back
wounded from banks of the FOSS0 VECCHIO; this brought
the nnit total wounded tTo-15.
Arty FOO having abandonced bogged WEASIL, had manpacked
his 22 s¢t to BHR. He was ordered to go out to B Coy.
Tanks reccived permission to bring in one tank at a
time for re-arninge.
BHQ moved to new location at MR M 355322.
Enemy countsr attack approaching B Coy from North and
weste
B Coy engaging with tanks and infantry. D and A Coys
and M 10s stood to. 3" mortar firsd on MR M 349323
4,.2"mortars fired betwesn 2 and D Coys.
Enemy smoks screzn developing west of B Coy.
B Coy report no further mortar fire required in
arca MR M 3493233 second troop of tanks sent to supe
portlleft flank of B Coy.
Regquest was made to Bde for Tac R to ascertain depth
of enemy attack.
RAP established at new locatlon at MR M 356321.
BHQ under heavy hostils shelling.
B Coy revort enemy infantry now inactlve.
Report in that Air OP can s=e nothing but friendly
tanks.
Bde report that 9 Royal Fusilicrs attacking on our
left, going north, have reached NEMITZ MR M 336317
D COV reporting Stand down to 30%.
A report to theceffect that British tanks were closs tO
NEIITZ came 1in.
BHQ was again heavily shelled.
Coy carrisrs containing rations, ammn replenishment
and great coats arrived at BHQ for distribution to
coys as soo: as. possible.
BHQ was again under heavy shell fire. TFour men were
wounded by one shell in an outbullding.
The CO went around to all covs.
3" mortars sct up in GRAVAROLO arsa at IR M 35503192.,
and DFs regilstered bafore dark.
C Coy recce patrol brisfed to go to ROB-IRTS, X rds
at MR M 553551 to sese if enemy still occuplud it.
C Coy reported no opposition from UR! MR M 359329
One scction RCA 6 or A Tk guns report that they are
in position at B Cov. One szction reported in at
C COY@
This was a successful and satisfactcev little attack

that worked out almost entlrely to plan, The success is marrsd

onlv bv

Slees

thp unfortunatcly nlgh afficer casualtics. - Wi
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The 0C, C Coy and all the officers of B Coy bocame capgr
ualties. in the early stages of the battle. The NCOs_th
were left in chargs carrisd on magnificently untill the
relieving officsrs arrived to take over.

On the 5 Jan 45, .the bn generally firmed up all its pos-
itions so as 1t could c¢fficently hold the ground won on the
previous day. A Coy moved to new posltions in the area of
ROBERTS MR M 352331 and D Coy moved to new positions betwoeen
¢ Coy and.A Coy, north of the FOSSO VECCHIO. When these
positions had been changed the unit settled down to hold the
front in a static role with the WNSR on the right flank and
the 9 Royal Fusiliers on tho left.

The ensmy was occupyilng the cast bank of ths R SENIO,
but confined his activity to sniping and MG HF. BHQ cont-
inucd to receive a conslderabls amount of shelling as did
GRANAROLO, but the coy arcas were comparatively quict. apw
own patrols were active to the east bank of the R Scenio and
opposition was slight when contact with the snemy was make.

Everyone had hardly time to settlc down when a brseak in the
weather made road conditlons absolutely terrible. Vehlcie
movemznt was very dangerous because of th snow and icy condlit-
ions, 'so it was orderud by the CO that movement on the roads
was to be cut to a minimum. .

Fog and heavy snowfall cut visibility very low and the
CO issued a warning to all coys to be on their toes in case of
a counter attack. Troop movencent was cxtremely quict on the
soft snow.

The SEAF of C remained in this static position until
8 Jan 45 when the 6 Cheshires relieved our fwd coyvs and our
unit relieved the Lan and Ren Scot R on the static front
south of FUSIGHNANO,
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OPERATIONAL REPOR'T

EAF of C 1 Jan 45 to 7 Jsn 45
(Exsrcise GRUMBLE - Canturc of GRARAROLD)

APPENDIX "A",

It has been found that any order respecting restriction of
ammunition, spr=ads 1like wildfire through the battalion immed-
lqtcly, usually with falsc or exagserated interpretation.

It is felt that this has contributed to the dangerous fealing
among men that they arse not adecquately supported.

It is suggested that necsssary rostrictions on ammunition
should be passsd, in confidence to the C.O0.

Onc ditehed truck held up the PPCLI, luckily only for a short
time.

It is felt that whon two Bn attack in successlon over ons axis
road, a liaison or traffic plan must bs cstablished before
hand

This ground was considered to be quite suitable for Thi
WEASEL" tracked vohicle. But the Woasel got hopelessly
bogged. Thus it was cstablishod that HO P00 vehiela can- kedp
close up to a cov iIn an attack, particularly at nlght.

The clashing of frequency and call signs betwsen two neigh-

bouring battalions might well have ended in disaster.

Ti is felt that the following steps would prevent it:

(a) Frequency allotments to bs divided by a rigid line.

(b) Knowledge of all threc link signs letters by all regil-
mental signallsrs.

(e¢) Supervision of Unit 18 sst nsts by Bde Sigs Bfficer in
case of clashes between units.

The Enginecers moved to the main axis before finishing the
primary one at "EATON",

The rly and canal blows werc untouched and reported impass-
able to traffic.

As 1t happened, very aggressive work by unit 2 pr crews and
supporting tanks managed to get support in to ths battallon
just at daylight. It is quite possible vhat th: bridgchcad
would k&ve been lost had this support not arrived when
it did. It is strongly felt that a much closer liaison is
required between Inf bns and sngincers when succoss of the inf
plnns depends on completion of work by the cnglincers,

It is suggested that to achisve this, some engincers should
be In direct support of bns concerned - not merely working
direct to Bde HQ on the Bde Plan.

In this casec, the Tk comd recced fwd on foot and formsd the
opinion that his Churchills could cross both blows. This
succsssful recce saved the situation. It is felt that this is
a good example of ths valus to be derived from all sp arm
comds accepting the responsibility of getting thelir cwn
weapons into position as soon as possible at all costs. Tos
often, when some deteil of the plan falls down, the support
just docsn't arrive.

The Wesp ssction was brought fwd with the intention of
placing 1t in ambush well forward, to carry out a surpriss
defensive task. It was lcarnsd with dilsmay that Wasp engines
must warm up for some minutes before using thelr flame, so
this was discarded as inmpossiblc.

This unlt admits having taken a long time to l:arn the
following 'fact:

(1) A big, stron house¢ for BHQ 1s comfortable and convenient
to work in, and affords adecquate protection for those inside.
(2) A blg strong house draws more shell fire than anything
e¢lse making it cxtremely difficult to maintain telephone lincs
and to recclve the many visitors to BHE in one picce.
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SEAIY of C

8 Jat 45 to 28 Peb 45

NOT%: Marginal notcs donote refercnce to App"A" to this
revort. '"'Lessons loarncd from months operations'.

On thce 8 Jan, the Scaf of C rzlicved the Lan and Ren Scot
R in the arca south of FUSIMIANO with FDLs along ths R SEWIO.
The relief was started at 1400 hrs with 3" mortars reporting
rcady to firc and followed by B Coy at 1410 hrs, C Coy at
1900 hrs, BHQ at 1920 hrs and D Coy at 2305 hre. A Coy was
to take over thoe gap between ths right fwd coy and the PIbgs
on the following cvening. In this position, the unit was
responsiblc for the front on tho R SINIO botwoon MR M 384438
and MR 1 374427 with FDLs on ths Eist bank of the river.
BHQ was at IR M 391422.

This was the unit's first time in a static line sinco
last winter and due to the large turn over of pirsonncl we
went into the line with men who had never cxpesricsncsd anything
but a fast noving battle. Being confronted with the tagk of
holding a statlonary line the men were inelined to be vewpy
cautious as they we re only 15-29'from ths znemy. Howsver,
within a few days, the covs beecame accustomed to the situat-
ion and actually becams quite bold. Thsir aggrossiv.ness
was very profitable, becausc it ¢nabled us to dominate the
snemy all along our scctor.

Some very good usc of pIaPswas made sgainst enemy install-
ations on his dyk: with the result that we kapt him busy
Note 1 ranainin his positions and leaving him lsss tims to concen-
trate on our troops. 2" mortar and EY riflss wore used Lo
good advantage becauss the short rangse made thiir effictive-
388 the maximum.

Tho enemy usce rocket projoctiles azainst our arsa, but no
damage was recorded.

16 Jan 45

0937 hrs. Threc c¢neuy strotcher hocarsrs wercs apprshended
while thiey were walliing slong the top of our ayka.
They were obviously not prsoccuploed with the job
of collccting the wounded, and had no GEIELVA cards.

This had become rather a habit with the cnemy und it becams
necessary to corrcct it. Orders were issucd to the :ffect
thaty stretcher bearsrs woild not bestolerst:d on.our dyke it
all. Leaflets and verbal instructions were the main moans
of passing this information to the cnemy.

Hote 2 Being so clase to the enemy left the opPortunity open for
the Coys to tryv out sny number of idecas. The two most succs-
ssful inventions wers the "V-2" and ths "Dagwood'.
Tre "V-2" 1s 2 slingshot mads from a crotch of a trec 2znd an
Inner tube., The stem of ths crotch is placed in th. ground
and allowed to turn. This gives it & 360° traversec. By
putting seven sccond 36 gronades In the pouch end firing it

=

ths job of an EY rifle is achi:ved with & vory good offéct.
The "V-2" has a range of approximately 100 vds with 36 grsnades
and 50 yds with 75 grenadcs.

The "Dagwood" is a 36 grenads sandwichod with 2 75 grenades
contained in a sandbag. The sack is swung around and whsn
released the 36 grenade 1s detonsated, thus sotting off the

75 grenadcs.,  Thovreshlting .expiosion wasttertlfice:and. repobts
state that they gave o bad mornl offect on the 2nemy.

On 19 Jan 45, the Ssaf of O wers relieved by the C snd YR

and went into 1 Cdn Corvs rescrve. The change over wns mado
in daylight and by 1330 hrs the unit was complote in the now
arca GODO - RUSSI with BHQ at MR M 42883588 Hoere the unit
was rcesponsible for nart of the Corn: sounbter attack rols and
recces wore made of yyp switch line orca. The thres arcas
concerned wers Silver (loft and right), Grenville asnd Howard.
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50 Jan 45. The Scuf of C relicved the 2 5n 21 Rogt CRALONA
BATTLE GRQUP. In the arca bstween th: R LAMONE and the
OSSO VETRO, East south sast of ALFONSIVUE. BHQ at R 11
494465,

This was alsc a static position but here thore was "o mans
land" of approximatsly 800 yds absolutaly void of any
ebstructions. The FDLs lined the VIA CONVENUTELLO from MR M
483473 to MR M 487463.

Our patrols were active to the Tosso Vetro where contuct
with the enemy was usually encountod. Recce patrols est-
ablished that the encmy hold outposts on the Fosso Vetro
and had his main positions on thoe FOSSO VICCHIO.

Unon taking over from the Italians, the CO impressed upon
all coys the neccssity of rebullding the defensive positions.
Ag a rocult, each coy carricd on an intensive programms ol
preparing new and improving old positions and thousands of
sandbags and camouflage nobts (white mesh) were used.

Counter batt:ry and countor mortar woere usced to good ¢ffect
on 21l cnemy gun installations and cnemy movament was
cngaged by artillery and mortar fire.

At the end of the month, the unlt was still in this position =
and cnjoying a very quiet suctor. Casualtiecs on this scector
wore nil. One man received a badly bruiscd hand as a result

Wf 5 25 pr base plug hitting him whilec he was on a fighting

patrola

The 1 Peb 45 Frund the Bn still holding the static front
cast and south of ALFONSINE betwsen the R LAMONE and ths
FOSSO VETRO. Opsrations in this area were strictly confincd
to patrolling and harassing the enemy with mortar and art-
illery firs. Numerous patrols cenfirmed the fact that the
enemy wers holding outposts on the east bank of the FOSSO0

VETRO but no fighting patrol had obtained the distinction of
suecessfully shooting the pécts up so as to clear the dykce.

On the night of 2/3 Fab a fishting patrol was sent to tho
house at MR M 463465 u/c Lt WMC Stonce with the purposc of
cngagin~ the cnemy with fire and, 1if €iuaeelile,of clearing
the housc and the immediate vicinity. The patrol turned out
very successful and cngaged the onemy in the houss with

PIATs and SA firc. The first PIAT bomb knacked out an UG
which fired on the patrol from the upstairs window of the
house and also blew the roof and the rear wall of the room

to picees. While the PIAT group was goetting recady to firc tho
next bomb, the small arms shot up all the windows and doors
keeping zhe c¢nemy from returning the fire. The sccond PIAT
bomb was an incendiary and went through thoupstairs window
setting firec to the upper part of the building. When the
patrol 1lsft, the housc was burning merrily and no retaliation
from the cnemy hinder:d their withdrawal.

On 3 Feb the unit was relicved by the H and PE Regt and
moved into Corps rescrve in the arsa GODO - RUSSI. The rel-
ief was complate by 2135 hrs cxcept for the A Tk guns which
held up their relief due to the poor conditions of the road.
Thay finally reported into the new arca at 0130 hrs 4 T3y,
The woather was definately something to be contended with at
this time; and the mud from the melting snow tied transport up
to a critical degreoc.

The 4 Feb found the Bn in Corps reserve with BHQ at MR I
43853585 Icre the unit was responsible for the counter
attack rolss "GREEN" and "BLACK AND COPPEZR" and the. recce
partiss completsd their individual obscrvations of ths
ground which concerned them by the aftcrnoon of th: 5 Feb.
On 8 Peb the unit roccived orders that it would relicve the
¢ and YR on the 10 Feb. The recce party from the C and YR
looked over our positions and we nude preparations for a
recee party to go ferward the following morning.
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The . unit relicved the C nnd YR on the 10 Feb., relicf being
coleut :d by 1205 hrs cexcupt for B Coy,.C endYR which was
left w/c until 2130 hrs when B Coy Suaf of € pelicved thom.
Intermittent shelling and enemy vohicle movems nt wis reported
by the Coys during the night but otherwiss the rolisf ssem:d
to have causzd no concern to the enerive - The scctor was son-—-
‘;wllv quilst and for the next wesk onlr limited actlon Euol
Place on~both sidus of the dykse. On ome.occasion th BN Gy
attempted to surrcndsr vwhat was thought to bz a compnny in
strength, but unfortunat:ly,. ths procz,dLngs wore stoppsd
bufore anything materializo d. The unit reeceived up to the
18 Fob a total of scven prisoncrs.

On tho 18 I'sb the cnemy laid down a surprisingly heavy
concontration of all tvb,s of fire on our right flank, about

four or five hundred yds behind ouwr forward coy, =rith the outer

fringss of tht firs f”17[hw in A and C Coy arcas. The comm-
otion startsd at 0245 hrs nnd almost imm:diate 1y, our lins
communicuation to A Coy went out. -Both A and C Coys were on
the alsrt and wsre roadyv for ans attompted punctration on
our right front but nothing materializesd. By 0310 hrs ths
noise had dicd down and )"PVtVLH? scened back to normal;
line cormunication . was restored to A Coy allittle
later and the Coys scttlad down to o guiet night. £ Cdn Inf
Bde HQ reported that the cnsmy had pesnetratsd into the 1
Buffs area as far as 'R M 395434, Put no infringement on our
territory was report:d,

In the aftsrnoon of 19 Peb the fwd coys wers subjected to
falrly heavy shelling and 1t was folt that ths firc was bsing
obssrved from the 1oft flank in the LUGO arca. Attempts

to spot tho source of th: troubls wsere unsuccessful and the
shelling continusd ot intervals until last iight. It was
felt that the enemy might bs registering our forward arcas
bcecause she firo (bruokuting) WAS dcflnwtvly not of ths
harrassing tvpes

Woe drow this conclusion with varticular reforcnce to a PW
interrogation roport which stated that bafore the cnd of ths
month a well organis:d attack would be launched on our front.
A noticeable change in tho “pgr/snlvaﬂ;oq f the cnemy was
now taking shape and any pressing action we took against

his posts was countered ulmout to a tec. Teller minces wore
rolled over the dyke onto our positions and SA harassing fire
was incruascd consider rably.

Due to the hsavy concentration that the cnemy laid down a

few nights previous 1t was felt that something should be done
in retalitation, so a faoint attack was plannced on FUSIGHANO
in which only the fire plan would be sxecutod. This was to
take place at 0445 hrs 22 Feb and to last for ten minutes.
The scheme was to be called "Spite" and all supporting arms
wers to participate whils the forward coys stood to in case
of an cnemy rotaliation. '

Ths scheme took place as scheduled and no enemy counter
measurcs took placc.. Wo wore now 2vsen with the Bochs and the
normal war continusd.

Intermittent shellling of the coy nreas continued for the

nsxt two days and counter battzry and counter mortar work:d
with fair success, but the snemyv was vsry persistent. The
whole situation culminatod on the cvening of the 24 Fab

when the enemy launched a two cov attack on our front and the
right front of the L Edmn Rs A dstail:d dsscription of ths
attack follows:

1740 hrs C Coy again under porsistent shellfire, belicved to
bec SP. Air OP is anostig ting. PPCLI have becaring
on the gun and are cngaging it on tholr own.

1815 A further scrics of boarings in from coys, 4.2"
mortars ;ngl ing th: oncemv positions.

LERE B Coy rouport 2d sneny arty was slowly demolishing
their houss &« very heavy stonk was coming down on

our rDlLs,
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1825 Lins communication to D Coy went out. Bnemy reported
behind L Edmn R Ri ht forward posn. DF brought
down betwoen oursclves and the L Edmn R. D Coy was
warnzd to be proparced to move from rescrve.

1845 3" morturs being heavily shelled; ordersd to pro-
pare ground defonc:. 10 rds on MR M 373426 was
ordered from 3" mortars. I Tdmn R reported the SA
fire dying down somewhat.

1855 BHQ area lightly shellad.

1900 Sitrep from C Coy: Everything OK, still being shsll-
ed. This informaticn was sent to 2 Cdn Inf Bde HQ.

19n5 12 RTR fired 20 rds 75 mm on the dyke betwsoen

ourselves and the I BEdmn R. L Edmn R have sustained
some casualtlics.

1925 A and B Covs reported all qulet.
1940 A1l coys reportsd arsas still quist.
2005 L Edmn R rsported that the cnemy were coming over

in the same placce between D Coy and themsclves.
3" mortars again fired on MR M 373426.

2007 C Coy reported oncmy betwseen thelr fwd and rsscrve
platoons. Do not want 3" mortars.

2025 C Coy positions all firm. Patrol out looking for
SNEMY e

2030 Flames in C Coy arca and the centre coy L Edmn R.
MO was ordcred to stand by for furthser orders fronm
C Coy. 'B Coy: communication was recstored. The

shelling affecting our fwd posns and houses immed-
iatelv In their rear was coming from the extreme
left and almost parallel to the dyke.

2100 C Coy requests refi1ll for rum bottle as it had been
broken by rubble falling in the Coy HQ.
2105 D Coy was ordered to stand down to the normal state

of readiness. L Edmn R say the enemy is still bet-
ween the fwd and rear slements but the situation
is not yet clear. The raiding force was thought to
have been about 125 strong and had sustain:zd 4
killed, several wounded and two taken PsW.
2110 FPive stretcher casualties were sustained by C Coy.
2150 No word had been recelved from the line party sent
by 3" mortars to C Coy. The latter 1s to send out
a search party if the mortarman do not turn up
very soon.

2203 Line party from 3" mortars checked in at C Coy.

2220 Sask LI requested to fire into main street of
FUSIGUANO with MIGs.

2230 Small party of enemy, of unknown strength, tried to

come in between A and B Coys. They were driven off
and an ambush was prepared for any further attempt
to penetrate our lines.

2235 PW bag was now three. Have approximately nine casuval-
ties. Twelve man patrol from D Coy u/c C Coy went
out to scour area for possible stragglers.

Damage to the houses 1In C Coy area was very severe.

2 21D C Coy repnorts holding firm. Attack revealed to
have been across the entire front. Enemy strength
may well have been the 150 reported by the PsW.

2362 3" mortars were to stand down but were to be ready to
fire within two minutes.
2315 The RAP jeep was ditched on the way to C Coy. Two

reinforcement jeeps carrying men from D Coy to C
Coy attemnted to pull 1t out without success. It
was necessary for the LAD to pull it out with =a
Scammel.

2325 B Coy reports that they had ocne NCO killed. Aresa
between A and B Coys was now clear.

2327 The PsW of the L Edmn R was now eight (four of
whom were wounded). Some enemy entered the house
which had bsen booby trapoed by the L Edmn R, the
house blew up with a marvellous bang amd 1t was !
thought that all the enemy had been caught in 1it.

25 Feb
0100 The unidentified patrol which had been prowling

around in € and B Coy areas was now inedtified to be
one of our own line parties.
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03C0 A and B Coy line ecgmuumication was a~ain . 3 dQua
to enemy shelling. The tempo of SA and arty fire
was now increasing in the fwd area.

93505 C Coy asked for counter battery fire on two targets.
D Coy and the mortars standing to.

0310 A and B Coys being heavily shelled. Wireless comm-
unication was again establ ished.

0335 D Coy and arty lines went out. Sitrep from A Coy:
A1] quiet shelling ccased.

0420 Two A Coy men who had been unaccounted for turned
up at D Coy. A Coy also had two walking wounded.

0432 B Coy line communication was agailn restored. They

had one man with a broken leg. Enemy appears to
have come in on the right in some strength. Casual-
ties iInflicted are believed to have been consider-
able. The second shelling was considerably heavier
than the flrst.

0450 A Coy report a total of four casualties. B Coy was
given priority on the RAP vehicle as thelr casualty
was a serious one. The mans foot had been nearly
cut off by a Teller mine which the enemy rolled
over the dyke into one of thelr posns.

0540 One of the Mortar 15 cwts, carrying seven days rat-
ions was brewed up by a shell whick landed right
beslide the house and punctured the truckfs gas
tank.

This seemed to terminate the evening's activities and all the

COoys were now catching some well earned rest. On the whole the

little fracas turned out to be quite successful for us, in as

mich as we turned back the enemy In every instance, causing
him considerable casualties. Our own casualties total:d two
officers wounded, 1 NCOU killed and 14 ORs wounded. Enemy cas-
ualties in our area: 4 killed 1 prisoner and much evidence of
wounded being evacuated back across the dyke.

On the 24 Feb the adv Pty of th 1/5 Mahrattas arrived to
prepare for the relief which was to take place 25 Feb, They
made all the arrangements that were necessary and returned to
thelr unit satisfied that they were taking over a fairly
comfortable area. The fight that we had on the 24/25 Fob
sadly wrecked their hopes of a comfortable stay whilst in our
area

On the 25 Feb at 0600 hrs the Mahrattas began to effect the
change over with B, C, and D Coys being relisved simultaneously.,
BHQ and the RAP were relieved immediately after the Coy TCVs
were clear of the road; the relief was completed by 0910 hrss
with the exception of A Coy which was to stay u/c of the Mah-
rattas till last light when they would be relieved. The relief
was carricd out swiftly and very suscessfully; with no casusl-
ties sustained by either unit.

During the afternoon of the 25 Feb A Yoy found a 28 cm rocket
dug into the dyke and pointed at one of their platoon houses.
An attempt to bloyw it up with bechives was unsuccessful and
three casualties were inflicteA on the party that made the
attempt. The rocket was finally blown up by a PIAT and the
anxiety caused by the thought of losing the house was relicved.
At 2000 hrs A Coy began the change over and by 2050 hrs every-
thing was complete. The CO, Lt-col H.P., Bell- Irving D30

then led the remnants of the unit to the first staging area at
C3SANATICO. The Bn reported in complete at the staging arca
at 2300 hrs.

On the 26 Feb the unit rested and made ready for the final

leg of the move to the nsw concentration area at OFFIDA. On
the 27 Feb at 0500 hrs the Bn moved off from CRSAVATICO and
proceeded to OFFIDA MR B sq 7582 by way of Sun route to San
BENEDETTO and then straight inland to the destination. The Bn
reported complete at 1400 hrs.

The end of the month found the unit enjoyving what was felt to
be a well earncd rest and making the best of the wonderful
weather. Sports and a general check up of cquipment was the
order of the day and all Coys mads the best o” the opportunity.
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APPENDIX "4l

LESSONS LEARNED FROM MONTEDS OPERATIONS

The enemy had made use of hils rifle grenade and 5 cn mortar
throughout the winter.

Our 2" mortar training is very bad.

Our EY rifle training 1s worse.

It is felt that training, particularly in rifle grenades
with EY rifle, should be encouraged as soon as possible.
The use of a PIAT as high angle mortars has been found ¥ery
useful. With shoulder pad dug in as a base plate and the
mortar firmly propped up with sand bags, considerable acc-
uracy has besn achilsved against buildings etc.

It was thought that extreme proximity to the enemy over a

period of time would be both costly and wearing to the morale,

Exactly the reverse has been found to be the cass

With a fifteen foot "No mans land" on the R SQNIO dy ke, the
strangencss socn wore off our men. They became increasingly

bold until the gradually, the Csnadian inablility to take war
seriously turned the whole thing into a joke. Improvisations
anplng from grenades tied together up to byeycles and even

a motor car loaded with HB have been costly to the taxpayer

but probably damaging to Hun morale and undoubtably of the
greatest possible valus to our own. The end of the SENIO
tour will find the regiment in better splrit than for a

long time-

PIAT --- This - weapon 1s extremely useful on fighting patrol
where known enemy posts in housses are to be engaged,

In winter warfarec when occupation of houses 1s necessary

for sleeping querters and cooking, the construction of dug-
outs for sleeping, cooking, etc. should be completed as soon
as possible after occupation of the position. They should
be made in the vicinity of the slit trenches and 'shotld be
occupled Immediately shelling on the house arca commencese.

Definite information should be given to all coys possibly
concerned re any line mending parties sent out.

Evacuation of seriously wounded coses can be considerably
accelerated if Coy Comdrs arrange to report, sxactly as
possible, the condlition of any casualty so that the MO can
Judge to where the embulance jeep should be first dsspatched,



