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- Ref Map - i 1 Dec §2: tThe morning broke cold and damp. A c¢loud buildup was prevalent 1n

KOR%A 1/£0,000, | the morping, and by noon the sky lowsred to envelope the hilltops. A ;

MUONSAN NT. ' 'drizzle!of rain started 1n the late afternoon and increased to a fairly f?E7

MAJON NT i heavy downpour by last 1ight. Those in tents found that the canvas absorbled _chazacdz

"much of |the water making living in them cold and uncomfortable. Those in'
i bunkers ‘kept relatively dry and warm. The number of soldiers in fire boys
; and weapon pits got wet and cold but carrled on with equanimity. d
| 'Today at 0645 hrs 3 PPCLI completed the relief of the Black Watch.
|l Trace P shows the disposition of the battalion in detail. Much of the day
I was spent gatting settled. :
| 22€ecr’ OUr Signals Platoon received a new L0 line switchboard. This willk

; better line communications which are provided to five rifle |

. companies { including C Company 1 RCR ), MMG, Mortars, Pioneers and Drumse 1
! In addition to these there are also the numerous phones and lines strung

' throughout the Main HQ camp. Trunk lines were established to 1 RCR, 1 R22eR,

,54_7 /O /0O * - » Bde HQ, 3/1 Marine, F Fchelon and A fichelon. There 1s a spare line to 1 RCR

MRV 1 THRC
MRI190 85~

ﬂc}i7 JOF OF5

| for use. 1f a counterattack by them 1s called for. It 1s estimated that }
! there 1$ about 50 miles of cable to be maintained within the battalion area.
9 :Normal yireless communication has also been ostablished and will be maine |
1 tailned. :
'Dur "Blitz" wiring crew commanded by Lt Pitts was out last night
:and now:have a good portion of their task complete. The —arty of ons officer and
- | thirty Sther ranks, working in three teams often laid fhree hurdred yards:of
| concertina wire in the re-entrant at MR 104,106. The wire was laid in thrae
:lines OF triple concertina twenty-five yards apart. Thev were not annoye
1 by the gnemy but two of the party were killed when one of them stepped on |
g ! an anti!personnel mine. - A screening party of »ne officer and twenty othen
| ranks was provided by 1 BW on WARSAW, and a party of one and six was on the
1 spur at MR 102106. The screens reportad no enemy activity. The wirlng perty
repsrted seeing bodies of three dead enemy 1n the area belng wired.

a

( 41? )& 3S/00

J/Q“, //74057

- e e g e e = S e

Ky 115076

i

= S ey . Y 5 T T T T 2 PR D L G0y A (i ~ymgra 3y - S

T T TR T Wl T v O T e e o -t e e i o et ey =g 1 P AU R e R - kil e



FONTHLY WAR DIARIES ¥TLL BE VAR DIARY SR

EICTOSED IN WAV TIARY COVER 2
(W P 16 L7A) JINSERU! TIONS
FOR GOMPITING #AR DIARTSS
4GS PRINTED INSIDE ITS COVER  eeeees 3.BsPeColole . e . .FOR P?Q@W???.1952.... S D e e
(UNTT OR TCHMATICN) (MCNTH AT YHeR)
_______________ p__u___...__._——__—__—___-—_—---—--.———-»._._--.—-u———~—-—-—-——~-.-»-_-_-.--__._u_...‘__.,_».__.._-.___.._..___.-_._..__._--..._«_......_.._.___._4_......___..-_._._.__,_,________
i ! | I
LOCATION i DATE i HOUR | STUMEAARY OF BV ANTS ANT INTCR:IAT TON v RNTERERGE TC APPHMD STCTIS AND
: ' I ' I GEFICER'S T ltaTo
e S - L S R s ammee st s S e Y, [ oA e
i 1 Dec 52? “oeee-Heavy padded coats and a number of enemy stick grenades were alse
i i Seen, Lt Pitts feels that a used path up the re-entrant has now been sealed }é? Ag c? . .
y ! At 1620 hours, C Company suffered two casualties from enemy mortar- /919 -5
: ,ing. It was a stray bomb which overshot the hill and landed in the company

radmirnistration area. Shortly afterwards they had ore man accldently shot i
iin the dompany by one of his comrades.
1 RCR, being the ressrve battallon ,are to continue %o lay defensibe

|

iwirs where our A Company had been working before we relieved 1 BW. Tlonight
lon account of the rain, the task was dalayeda. ;
} With darkness tonight came many reports of enemy activity. Four .

i anemy were seen at MR 117102,  When fired! atf’.ent to ground and disappeared.
, Enemy movement was reported by the patrol at MR 108105, enemy voices were |
'hearﬁ at MR 107103, they were just outside #5 Platoon's area. There wers
inoises 4f vehilcles in the valley, and Burp gun fire at MR 100103. By 2000;

'hrs, it ;appeared that we would be having a busy night, and such was the case, R
'though no definite results are known.,

I
this:

very,
1

2 Dec 521 As the night progressed the rain turned to snow, and by early
:morningivisibility was good. The temperature went down and it became
icold. !

| An enemy mortar which had been reported firing from MR 106108 was i

lsilenced by our 4.2" and 81 mm mortars,

Our patrol on WARSAW sighted

lenemy on the finger of the feature at MR 105105,

Our patrol withdrew,

six
the,

:enemy followed,

an Artillery task was fired, then all was quiet and there !

ywas nothiing more seen.

fMlairs tripped at MR 122097 were believed to have :

:been cawsed by animals as at this time (0050 Hrs) visibility was excellent]
rand nothﬁnCP had been seen. A D Company patrol was followed by twelve enemy,
IArtillerly discouragsd them somewhat and they retired in the direction of the
| SAMICHON River. :
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Ff frmmm T2 Dec 527, TAt 0232 hrs ten _Platoon reported fresh digging at MR 115104. They
: : ! also reported 'split toe foot prints In the snow all the way up from FINGLR.
} 1 At 0650 hrs a reconnaissance patrol under Lt Campbell, which had been sent
: out to investigate, return~d and discresdited the report.
At 0600 hrs Lt Col Wood took It Col Bingham of the RCR, and Ma jor
Galway RCF to see ~ Company position. The purpose of the trip was to
| familiatize the CO 1 RCR with the area in the svent a count:r-attack may
ibe necetsary. RCT havse a tunnelling project in progress.
I iThe temperature went down to 62 last night, and the rain turned ta
' 1 snow in,the early hours this morning. 4With about three inches of snow on |
 top of the rain that fell yssterday, life in the forsard positions 1is any-
tthing but pleasant. Iuring the day, the sun von its way through the clouds,
ibut 1t was to 1little avail. 2 cold strong wind from the northwest persistied
;and preyanted the snow from melting except were tralfic beat 1t into the soft
'earth. 'By mid-afternoon the temparuture was at 23° and the ground was fresz-
1ing considerably. By 2305 hrs the mercury dropped to =20 which, along with
:the 1cy ground made 1t extremely cold. Jes !
! ‘"uring the ~arly morning B and C Com -any were tortared from behind

i

:WARSAW.!Counter-bombvrdment was called down by Shelldrake and the enemy :

imortar Was soon silenced. !
! ‘In the carly =2v-ning four patrols were established, and until they
icame in:at 2345 hrs there were reports of enemy movem-nts. The enemy were,
:engaged:by our Artillery and Mortar with unknown results. :

! The Blitz wiring party was agaln out tonight. The project was 1
rcompleted before midnight. It had be-n estimated that the Job would requife
1at Jleast] four nights for its completion. It was ffnished in two. One of

ithe ten Imen teams was reported to have 1aild one hundred yards of wire in |
inine mimites. i

g e b S e e e -

B = O e e ian £ T S, Y r e A SR £ W MR e e PR MBI~y TIPS o E ™ 3 L e e e S YT R ARt e N T e ]



FOVTHLY WAR DIARTES wILL BE VAR DIARY SUCEET
ETCTOSSD IN WAL TIARY COVER L

(Civ2 16 L7A) JINSERUCTIONS

\

FCr CCMPILING WAR DYIARTSS

S PRINTED INSINE ITH CCVER e 3. PePiCelaTa.n..... S S e e B e e FOR e Degember.1952. . .. .. ......c.... .
(UNTT OR TCrIATION) (CNTH 21T YBiR)
_______________ e e e e e e e e e e o i o i o o Yo, 5 S i S i S S ey B S i et e S T i g 8 T e S e S S S ey S e a ke
! : } : -
LOCATICN E DATE | HOUR | SUMRARY OF 1V aNTS AN INTGRUAT TON b RETSRENC S TC APPHENDTCTRS &
| : ! GVFICER'S TNITTALS

i
i

_______ o e e o e e e —n e e e =PI R e S v L e e e i e e e b e S S e e A e T m S e v e -
'

 Tarly this morning the t-mperature had gone down to -4°. During -
the day 1t remined cold. The sun cams out and the sky was clear. The moon
suppligd good light during the night, and visibility was alded by the snoW.

i Turing the day C _ompany rsceived th- brunt of enemy mortars and !
shell. ;, Approximately thirty were recelved between 085 hrs and 1600 hrs.,
Two soldiers and three Korsan Service Corps were wounded by mortars. The]
KSC w-1s in the administrative area of B Company. :

! Thir-teen patrols were established at last light. There were sevelral
reports of enem, wovement and enemy digging. Artillery and mortar fire were
dirsctead so as not to encouragz the enemy to becnome too hold.

! Major Harris (2 1/c 25 CR73) spent the past few days with the
battalion. Thils afternoon he visitsd D Company emd and then returned to !

A Fcheyon for the night. '

; It was another clear wintery day.  The snow is still with us and
the temperature 1is ranging below freezing during the day, and near zero
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i Dec 52
: ; during .the night.
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|
.1 A patrol had gone,to investigate the DYKE feature (MR 11910l) undpr
command of Lt Worthington)returnsd at 0550 hrs. It reported that they resch-
ad ths iobjective wi‘hout finding any evidence of the enemy. OUn the roturn
journey 1t was noted that there was evidence of enemyon the north side of
DYXE, :The patrol commander considers that the position is suitable for al
layup and that 1t cnuld be defended as an outpost. I
! At 0200 hrs the Commanding Officer, Battle 2 1/c and Intelli_.entechce
Officen went by jeep to examine Line Kensas positlons, and to locate a neW
positidn for Main Q. A sultable location was found at MR 256032. |
! Company Commenders were ordered to have thelr command po.ts on Lihe

¥ansas icompleted by fifteen December. A good deal of blasting will be !

neceasary as the feaiturss thers are extremely rocky.
Sounds of digging and movement around SEATTLE and RONSON are becoming

common. The night noises and the number of casual sightings made during
the day sugrest that a new unit is now to our front.,
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1
1 posifions. :
; : The great~st hazard to the men in the hills is the ccld. To date |
'there are very few stoves installed 1in bunkers., Open fires are belng used|
! to heat water and food, but there 1s no arrangement to heat the bunkers. !
‘ ‘The Tradés Section »f the Pionsers are busy making trench heaters. They |
[ are simphe COﬂtrapuiﬂns made  from shell casings. They burn dilesel fuel !
| Which 1s| fed by a rubber hose through a drip carburetor into the base of the
: ishall oasinys which asts as a splash pan. Small holes are drilled near the
i : ottom of th:- shell casing to allow draught. The stove pipe 1is made from
H mortar bpmb containers. They are a very serviceable heater. Wiihin the @
next day'or so, 211 bunkers will be equipped with them. cgéé%g%f/
i I
5 Tec 52 ; The day began with several reports of enemy activity. A patrol to:
WARSAW resorted the sound of underground digging e% MR 105108. FEnemy snilpars
were again active in the R7VSON area. The snemy appears to be bothered with
the cold as are we, Severel reports of smoxe from fires were reported in !
the early morning. All were engaged by artillery or mortars. :
tnemy movem>nts In the walley and in the area of DYKT were ongaged |
by arti]iery. Sounds of screams were heard by personnel of D Company after
An avfi’lnry shoot at 2100 hrs. D
| or the past several nights forward units of the Commonwealth Division
have been reporting that the enﬂﬁg are bubily engaged in digging., It is considered
that thig is normal activity and®®%ly way he can maintain the oarth works |
that arnlbeing shelled during the day. '
4t 0030 hpg this morning the CO briefed Lt Campkell of D Company fqr
F fighting natrol to STATTLY, MR 100103. The task of the patrol was to ]
dntermine the axtent of new enemy construction at MR 100103, and if possiblpe
to captune a prlisoner, Lt Campbell spent the day preparing his men. They '
dre to leave at 0250 hrs 6 December 52,
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| | QWATTL® at 0250 hrs. .The enemy were taken completely by surprise and &
short fiire fight ensuyfed. The patrol suffered one casuslty and claim to |
have inflicted seven on the snemy. On the return route the enemy dir~cted
mortar fire on the patrol, and neutrélized the firm base on RONSON with
small arms fire. Lt Campbell was wounded slightly by a mortar bomb fragment,
and Pte Mudd at ths firm bass was killed. !

! This morning enemy flre smoke was agein engaged by artillery. The
results are not ¥nown. The tanks engaged a tunnzl on:fesature B:TTY GRABLE,
5f ths ten rounds fired there were eight direct hits. A total of fifteen,
mortar bombs landed in the C Company and Anti Tank Plétoon Areas. There :
no casualties or “amage reported. i

There were six reconnalssance patrols and three standing patrols sént
out at last 1icht. Four groups of ensmy werse si hted and engaged with {
urknown success. Two of our patrols were engaged by light mortars. i
Trns RCR, wiring party was out again. They were wiring in front of B Compahye.
At 2230 hrs they suffered one casualty and returned. '

iThis morning the field Security Section apprehended a Korean civilian
who was baing employed in our A Tch-lon. It was learned that the Korean in

question had been supplying rations for line crossers. A S%ggrity Policeman
fs belng detailed tn make a thorough investigation on the other Kopreans ‘j%gﬁgf

amnl nwa i there.
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! ¢ 52 ;A close liaison 1s being maintained 'between us and our flsankin
1 i units. ! Direct 1lines from our switchboard lead to the 3rd Bn 1st Regiment&i
) ! 1 Mapine Division, and to 1 R22eR. This afternoon Lt Col 4Jood vislted Lt
: , Col Altman of the Marines. A great deal of inter-battalion support is i
i it possible 1f 1t can be arranged an’ coordinated. :
; T . ! At 1700 hrg Lt Graham was ordered to clear a mine fi1eld so that the
: : RCR wiring party could proceed with their task tonight. At 1930 hrs he reported
! : that all was 1n readiness. The wiring is being done in front of [ Company
| ! positioh. To date they have not been bothersd by enemy activity, and the, é:f
: ! job 13 proceeding well. /%;?7-
] 1 1 3
f  The filghting patrol of Lt Campbell and twenty-six men assaulted |
i
I
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Eﬁy obearvations made thils morning, it was evident that the enamy

were acain dizging on SFATTL™ last night. Three enemy were seen working
there at 0720 hrs this morning. The artillery could not reach the target,

so 1t was engaged by mortars. The tanks shob up several targets this !
! morning with zood rosults. They reported that they have destroyed one
observation post, and one tunnel. Their rounds had no effect on a large

|
H
i
1
H
2
, 2
f
i bunker 'situat~d at MR 001129, J
[ | Active enemy mortars were engagod in the morning, afternoon and
! gvaning by artillery. A totel of sighteen mortar bombs were reported to :
' have landed 1n the battalion area. Thoy caused no casualtles or damage.
L ' Sevan reconnaissance patrols, two stan:ilng patrnls and one ambush
I, party were daspatched tonighte. Patrols on WARSAW, RONSON and FINGER roport-
I ed groups of enemy ir their localities. They withdrew, the enemy were
| engaged with artillery, and the patrels returned. They had nothing further
t> repdrt. L‘here were reports of enemy movement in the valley and at MR
10210i. Both were engaged by artillery wlth unknown saccess. The remainder
nf tha patrols raturned with little or nothing to report,

' Pue to the cnld nights 1t hes been the practlse to relieve the

standing patrols at midnight. To date there have been two cases of frost
bittenjfeet. Both men were evacuated., 'é;,

H
I T+ was another cold clear desy with the temperature ranging betweepn

{
20° and 30°, The snow on the northern slopes of the hills 3lightly lightpd
an ntherwise dark night. 1
I The companies are continuing to work onr 1ine ¥XAVSAS. Company :

Cnmmand posts are beilng dug, and defensive wire 1s being laild. '

! At an =2arly hour this morning (05,0 hrs) the Brigade Commander, and
the CO 1 RETA srrived, At 0550 hrs accompanied by the CO, they left the]
Command post on their way to C Company. There they observed the front, and

inspected the conditions of defenses.
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! : Later in the morning, the Commander Royal Engineers inspected the

I

}
| | the progress of a tunnelling projsct on the HOOK. :'e was also interested:
! 1n the jgonditlons of the roads. B i
:There were seven reconnaissance patrols and two standing patrols |
sant owh at last light. They were all to return at first light or on 1
cnmpletﬁon. The standinc patrols were relieved at midnight. !
| & total of twenty nine miw=d shells and mortar bombs landed in thbk
battelion apsa durin: the day. Ywo cosualties were caused by one of the '

mortar bombs. -

SERYG TN TTALE

‘At an early hour (0230 hrs) thils mornin it was reported that ensemy
mortar fire had inflicted some casualties in C Company area, Approximately
thirty more bombs ware rocelvad at noon. 1

+ They saused no damage. At 7715 hrs two soldiers and one KSC received
wounds 'from mortar fire on C Company. I

During the evening three battle accldents occured, All casualties
were evacuated, :

i fhere were slx reconnalssancse patrols, two standing patrols and two
ambush 'parties sent out at last light. ©Several enemy patrols were raported
aeross 'the front. Some were engaged with small arms, others with artillelye.
Indicutions wers that 1n each incldent the enemy dlspersed, then regrouped
and prdceeded on his way. |

i The RCR wiring party was to go out tonizht, but wirless communicallon
to the |sereening party was not satisfactory. They roturned wlthout laying

e 2

1
| it was & comparitively quiet day. Aside from several enemy beinj

sighted during day 1light and some nonsenge with a sniper shortly after first
1ight there was 1little else to report. 4he lanks and artillery engaged ‘'
enemy =sarth works on P TASANT with good effect.

0 Dec 52
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‘one ambush party despatched tonight. The ROMS™N patrol was fired on by
' 1.30 cakber MG from BTTTY GRABLE and agalr from SEATTLE. They suffered no !
‘causltias. The patrol at "R 127007 engaged one enemy who was proceeding
‘south, M= disappsared toward the SAMICHON, The rest of the patrols wers :
iquiet. fhe RCR wiring and screening partles were out agaln tonight. Thsir
1work 18 proceeding slowly dues to the frozen ground.

The inter-betta?llon boundary is bpinz changed so that the north weat
Ibank of *he SAMTCHON will be included In our area of responsibility. This,

:
1
i
l
i |w111 allow us tn fire on targats in that vicinity without first checking i
1
{
i
1
{
;
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1 1
11 Dec 52; Today there was relestively little enemy activitye In the late ‘
i ‘afternnnn five mortar bombs were received in C Company area. During the :
‘afterncon our artillery engaged kncwr ememy positions on ROME and STATTLE.,
! At 2045 hrs word was received from Brigade HQ to the effect that i
'the enemy were having wirless checks every five minutes. In the past he .
thas followec this proceedure prlor to launching em attack. It 1s anticipated
lthat he mav try one tonight. *here 1s no Indication as to the loc:1lity of !
this Interest It wias later learned that a strong probe was put in against |
‘the USM bnﬂieft. ;

3?0 krs the relief »f C Company 1 D Company commenced. LEverys
'thing wobt well and at 0200 hrs the rellef Has effected and the command :
|

rchanged. C Company now occupy the position vacated by D Company.

Nine standing patrols were establlished at last light and stayed out
'until firast 1ight. The patrol at RONSON withdrew and directed artlllery |
lfir@ on enemy movement in the vicinity. They returned to thelr post and |
had nothdng furthar to report during the nizht. A1l the other patrols were
lquiset. | \
'
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12 Dec 5
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‘A reconnaissance patrol of twelve men under Lt B;ii }A-

December 1952

------ - LR R

(lCNTHE 2D Yoak)
i e
I
CON 1 REFORENC S TC APPEMNRTCTINS ~ND
| CHFRICER'S TNITTIALS
Company)

went ou% last nizht to seapch the northern slopes of the WARSAW fe&ture. k

They were to discern ifthe enemy wasedig ing tunnels cn the feature.
ithout encountering any enemy and returned
Not building defenses there,

! The companies are continuing to Improve their defenses 1in thie
They are also buisily engaged completing thelr tasks
The frost 13 well into thc ground by now anc thls ma

patrol povered the objecté%ﬁzw
with the answer that thejwer

present;positions.
on Line: Kansas.
for sloWw progress on digging operations.

| The woather is comtinuing clear and cold.
i1s between 25° and 350,
east. .
when the moon was up.

) There were nine standing patrols out tonight.
It was a quiet uneventful day. i

nothing nut of the ordinary.

The;

I
I
|
L)
1
I
i

ki;g%?%éi

The temperature range

A fresh wind of about S knots blew from the north
The night was dark oxcept for an hour or so in the carly morhing |

They encounterad

Tnday A %Fchelon recelved two winterizatlion klts for squad tents,

They contained enough lumber for a floor and a frame.
One is tn be used for the offlgers

high as! the top of the shirt of the tent.

The frame 1is as |

mess, and one for the Ordsrly Room and pay offilc-i established inasquad tent

with a ponnecting door o the Adjutant's office in the van.

with»ecpmomy of canvas and personnel,

I¢ will #rc~n

) a more compact and more efficlent administratlon centrs qloizééézzg,

!
i Txcept for patrollins there has heen little other actlvity.

Therq

were sewven standing patrols, one figHting patrol, one ambush party and a i

daylight 1lay up.

whistlihg and the sounds of people coming up the crawl trench.

wilthdrew and the position was engasged by artillery.

At 1905 hrs the RONSON patrol reported-that they

heard,
The patrol
At 1955 hrs when the

petrol returned all was quiet untll at 2109 hrs a small group of enemy were

heard,
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?Z’ / ;r13 Dec 52: «—. Theay were agailn engaged when dUy” patrol withdrew. 'Ionight the
i i enemy addressed the Canadlan Troops on the wireless set. Ie spoke clearly.
! 'and 1n good Tngllish. The text of the message was "surrender and be assursd
! "of a swuft repatriation. ]
i I i
:lh Pec 652! ;At 18,5 hrs sleven Platoon reported an enamy group of un Srmined :
| s1ze mowing s» rlnse to their position that they could not be safely engaged
; by ~1ther mortar or artillary: - %leven Platoon cngagzd them with small arms
: lwith unknown success. The encmy withdrew. At 1900 hrs A company rsportsd
l ranemy in thsir vicinity. Mortar HF and flares were fired. Nothing was seen
i 'but A cgmpany insisted that the enemy was s5t1l1 there, Nothing more canio :
! ‘of it. 2t 2000 hrs the RCR wirini party re—corted that about ten snemy wers
] i saen on ith: ridge at MR 100100. ater about twenty enemy were seon at MR
| 1029099, | They were sngaged by artillery. 'They withdrew to the area of :
g EGHATTJD: Artillery was placed on the known paths towards SE:TILE.
| ! Our patrols were established as usual. lhey returned with nothing
i ‘to report.
I 7
15 DNec 52I !Latn last night and sarly this morning a torrent of rain fell. Iti

i 1astad less than an hour as the storm passed on its way south. It was i
'EOPOmpﬂﬂl“d by a e¢old north wind. *he temperaturs ranged between 15%and |,
132 THe dry lrozon groung absorbed much of the water and the ground surface
Pﬁn?ined relatively dry. T he day remained cold and the snow did not melt.:
! ‘Rebullding of bunkérs in the battalion area is well advanced. |
I Most oflthe companiss have rebullt or strenghened existing bunkers on their
ihills, and a good number of rew bunkers have been and are bteing erected. i
At Main !AQ work on a new command post is well underway. In addition many H
lbunkers*for 1iving quarters 'ave been completed. There are still some people
lliving in tents. Before the unit is relieved by 1 RCR around the end of this

'month it 1s hoped that there will be bunker accomodation for everyone.

4500 B amvmrnr s,
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'As for bullding bunkers, the RCE are coopera*ing marvellously .

They are building all of the large ones.
the vogle,

Prefabricated bunkers are now

hey conslst of a numbar of timbers cut to the propsr lsngth.;

A11 that 1s required is to diz a hols the right size and set up the :lmbers

From thére on it is a simple matter to
rock.
pOStS. ]

an1bag and bulld up with earth and
fome reisnforced concrete slabs ars beinz made aveailable for osberyation

'On the 1ine of prefabrication, *here are also weapon slit coverses,
Th2y ars a framework made from steel picksts whlch sit over the weapon plits

and are: anchored there with sandbags.

They allow the rifleman to safely

ocecupy hils slit durlng a bombardment and st11ll Be iIn & position to observe

and usz2 his

out by A companm was not very successful,
" It was ahortive,

weapcon in the event of an enemy attack.
iAn ambush party to DYKE consisting of one Sgt and twelve men

sent

In the works of A “Yompany “ommander:

The greatest single factor brought forth as a result

of the ambush was the reiteration of the requiements for time to effect
adequats r2connaissance, plannirg, and the brisfing of 211 concarned.” e;ﬁzéﬁ%%j

iIt was a ' - cold day.
the alr., FKorears zradict snowe

In the sarly morning a heavy haze hung in
Light clouds shaded th: sun most of the

day, an{l toward ~venlnu they b-came much more denes and a dgrk night decended.

‘A Rlitz
ROWSON 4nd ¥ Company.
There i$ still about @ne

1At 1645 hrs the
soldiers on PHTASANT,

wiring %hrty under gt Cole succsessfully

diers from B Company had lsft their platoon positions without

“wire between
is"was done without Interferance from the enemy.
hundred yards to do,.

F20 with B Company reported seeing two Canadian

Jhen the full story was unfolded 1t was found that

four 301

permission.

asleep 4t MR 110106 and was aprehended an:

no trouble.

They tiad all been under the influencs of alcohol.

One returnsd to his ponsitlion aft r s-aching out WARSAW.

LAt U L

One fell
returned to his posltion with

I
|
|
|
1
I
|
I
]
|
]
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16 Dec S?E §&— i The other two, one a corporal, went to PHZASANT, became involved
in a fire fight during which they claim to have killed five enemy., They
" returnefl through B Company unharmed, They revorted seeing the bodles of
three US Marines near MR 118108. All four soldiers were sent to A wchelon
: under cloge arrest. ‘

HOUR | SUAHARY OF WVANTS AND LNFGRIAT TON

the Orderly room to the bas> of the hill, §everal factors prompted the move .
The wirsless asrlals can now be erceted at the top of the hill in order L@
cive a greater rscoption and transmission range. It will not be necessary
to erect ponles for telephone lines. Previous to the move all lines from
the switchboard ran across the yard where they wereo frequently torn down
by vehiflese. Now the lines run along the base of the hlll, and thence to
the telephones and only one has to cross a road. This one is to the orderly
: room ahd it is buried, Fhe linemen's job at A Tichelon 1s now a simple one,
+ and hig afforts can be put tp maintaining more nf the trunk lines,
: . Operatinons during the day were conflned to seven uneventful stand-
! ing patrols. The enemy is continulng to dig on $<ATTL% and BETTY GRABLE.
! Several! mortar bombs were recelved in the battalion area during ths early
:morningr There was no harm done, ’;Zygzzr
I 1 B
2 | Ths enemy seem to be rushing the Chri.tmus scason. This afternoon
b Company beéeivad a varisty of ﬁ%apa&énda*léafiats<inithéir,area:LIﬁ s}
suspectpd that they were despatched by ensmy artillery shells. They were!
all of the (Tear jorking) type. ( Lonely pearcsnts, forlom children and |
waywardi wives). There was also some music and & dlstorted message which,
mentianbd American; and War. The texts of ths message indicate that the |
enemy afe of the opinon that British troops are still in the area. !
Thorgh the enemy is impudant he 1s also becomlng careful, This '
mornince the usual flre smoke from his posiclons was not seens

H
]
!
L
f
17 Dec 52 | Tha signals exchange at A Tchelon moved from its positlon beside
i
I
|
1
1
!
i
I
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_ }18 Dec 52! & Until today the routine had beczn to engag€hlis cooking fires with |

.artillnry'mortars. It app=sars that he has resigned to put up with a cold

: ibreakfa s,t. M

19 Dec 52, ISHOW greeted us this morning. About midnight last night a light :
: snow bagan to fall, by morning there was about an inch sn the ground. The,
[ -tomperature remained low, ranging between 15° and 259, During the day the!
: isky cleared and a cold wind persisted. (
: ’ This morning, Major MacNelll the battlen2 1/c held a meeting of
I
1

|
!
! HONTHLY WAR DIARTSS WILL D . VAR DTARY, SR D
| EICIOSSD IF ®AL TIARY COVER - 1,
(Ci17 16 L74) . THSERU: TIONS
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A%S PRINTED INSINE ITS COVER o % sosmcsmsns o cnmmmars mvs Rl » sisasmiais & momsonsmsemdFOR e o e s e o s u ns e v e desse s nsinn o ¥ u BAGNEE B 5 5
' (UNIT OR FORATION) (WCNTH 51T YEAR)
( _______________ e [ it i o R R S A B S S S S it e m——
LOGATICN | DATE | HOUR SUSLARY OF RYaNTS AND LINFORISATTOF | FEFURERCE TC APPEMITOTES
1 I |
1 f i

1companyn2's 1/c. It was brought out thut companies were not submitting i
jaccurats; ration returns. Other points discussed were the plans for Xmas
‘massing, lack of discipline of drivers and echslon persomnal; shortage and
'waste oft certaln supplies and equipment, and the improper use of company
itranspert. Common sense and economy are the criteria to be used,In order
'to finish defensive =arth works Iin the battallon area, three additional
‘companiss of X<C are being put to worke. They are being supplled and supervised
'‘by the Roval Canadlan :ngire~rs. They w11l work in forward positions in
ishifts cduring ths hours »f darkness an: during daylight on the reverse slopes.
:Tunno1s, bunksrs,trenches an? revetmonts on the HOOK and flanking features
nare priority projects and must be complated a: soon as possible,

Tn the esarly hours this morning (approximately 0400 hrs) Ma jor i
:Mophail Was huriod when a sandbag wall of his b nker callapsed. ‘'ie was
|asle°p in his slshping bag when 1t happened. The weight of the sandbags
ion him, and the corfinement of his sleeplng bag rondered him practically
! immobile, Vith one hand free he tore a hole through the sleeping bag linér,
abut he could not move bis hand suf'ficiently to dig all the way out. His head
was pinned down by several sandbags, but there was a breathing spaces His,
lgreatsst! faar was that the stove had bseen knocked over. Finally at about |
|0700 hrsi his houscboy arrived and uncovered him. /ajor icPhaill was evacuated
‘through ths RAP to the ADS for a thorough sxamination. There was no physical
Injury to him axcept for his throat.
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parfy Wwarae sent out tonicht, They reported normal ensmy movemen. and

vary wnli condugted and the patrol learned considersbls about tho =nemy
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£ 121 Dec 52‘ There was more srow last night. By dayli:ht thpre was about two
! dnches d0wn. The temperature remained low nanging betwesn 10° and 20°, é
i e day was clear and bright and a northwest2rly wind blow at 10 knots. i
: The mooniwas up until about micnight, then a dark night descended. \
| !The snow on the roads made driving very treacherous. There were :
i a numbar: of vehicls accidents which caused quite a strain on unit transport.
: 'D Company recelved more than thirty enemy mortar bombs in their !
: area today. There were no cazualties and no damage done, Normal standing -
! patrols were established., They had nothing to report.
122 Dec 52i lLight snow fiell again during the night. The weather was much as
; it was yestsrday. i
| ‘2ctivity during the day was ~onfined to patrollin. by both sides. !
! A R Company patrnl directed artillery fire on enemy movement. They later
| lexchanged zrsnades, and again Artillery fire was brought down. Other patrols
! Were quiet.
i At daylight was seen the results of enemy activity for last night -
; There were Christmas trees and banners on RONSON. Christmas gifts and cards
! were alsb found.,
; 'S/S5gt Charters was relisved as RQMS by W02 Ludtke. Charters was |
] Promoted to W02 and went to A Tichelon to assume the duties of iiQ CSM. ‘Jﬁgéf%?ij
, i
! 23 Dan 52' hotiv[ty for tha day was normel. Bakr s hed 146b1e &e reporte t *
| P 3
:2h pEY) 52! Bov*n standing patrols, one peconnalssance patryl and one ambush
k
i
1
[

|
|
Piracteodlartillary firs on known 2namy positions. The recdnnaissance was :
|
[
|

bn sevardl features. The ambush party had ono mhn killed by enemy mortar
fir> whil~ they wsre on thelr way in, &;52;%227
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P frmn e 't Tec 52, The weaathar for “hrlastmas da; was clear and bitterly c»1d. The T 030 lus 7y Brrssiasidie
! , A
: ﬁemperatbre rangad batwsen 20° gnd minus 50¢ A ¢~1d wind startsd blowing”ﬂvujuatg@f‘ﬁtiéo,«&a/ wild
: |t firsti light and contirusd throught the day ntil svening. Z \ptenl dood | tivilel o E0
: . and B Fchalon enjoved thelr Christmas dinners. The men were b gwpeiming? vl -hbééhﬂ.:{ ;
i it Yaditionally sorved b the officers and senior NCO's. Thes Commanding ,yf e y
| y'Ificer And tha RSM visited bot: a2-helsn and =xtanted greotings of tha :‘?ﬁ ' . = _ .
! iseas-m th the man, The remslnder »f the battalion will calabrate Christmas = ‘b’-f>¢24¢ﬁ;“4’ -z ]
! ior Now rars Navy, '\ Cticusrcdmicees c-u_&(//un»ul&.
: : Capt ‘‘=isnar with a c-mp Sits company (»1ght P1, A/Tk Pl and the Bgnd)
f relisve ' R Oompany sn that thay eould cel~brate Christmac Day with thelr unit/
! i The front was quist during the day. :
: : Last nigh' *ho c¢om-ani pnst and all c mpries were visited by the !
! :Q", Ad jtiand TO. Thev axtentad Christmas 7rsstine while the day was younge
i Tha = arrived homa at 0630 hrs, a;z%gézzi
i i 1
R6 Dac B3 Last nicht and sarlv’this morning B ani D Compaml:s were subjected
i ﬁw sparndic mortar firs, There was nc “amage reported. Known enemy positions
) Wwer= harassed by ur heavy weapons as were areas where enemy movemant was
; rwfnrted} Yormal patr ls were established and raported a quist nizht. eﬁ%ég%;
{ | '
27 Dag B2 | Th~ weather was e tramely cold during the day and night. Water in !
! | %ants anli burksrs froze avsn here flrss wers burning. The temperature t
i | Pargsd hbtwearn 152 and 5” below zero. :
' i Roronnaissance of sur company positior: is being carri:d out by '
= o l
. bfficers:an& "CN's of 1 RCR. They are to relisve 3 P°CLI by 2300 nrs 283 I
1 Fecambqu§2. _ \
t ' Aetivity for thé day was confined t» oatroslling ani shelling on !
: Both sii%s. Thare wore no contacts Wwith the 2NeMy . :
] i
' '
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‘Retreat was sounded by the Bugles at A Fchelon today. Several

Q}c7 /i o8]
_1)(47 /O;{jd &

75"“'7 /0970 ©

|officers and three visiting US Army Officers saluted as the flag was lowered.
iThe Drums and Bugles under Sgt Prest then countermarched in quick and sloWI
,time to |complete the ceremony. :
| xThe relief of 3 PPCLI by 1 RCR was carrled out without mishap. {

4

:  iThe change in command took place at 2150 hrs. 3 PPCLI minus C Company went
| ' sback intlo the reserve posltion which they wers occupping in November. C :
I
I
i

? 28 Dec 52
i
)

ICompanv ds holding a large company sarea at the front, and are under command
.of 1 RCH. ,
2 :
129 Dec 52: gScattered 1ight snow flurries throughout the day warmed the air E
! isomewhat. The temperature was well ebove freezing and snow melted as it
! 'reached the ground,
i : The battalion is getting settled into the reserve area., Therse is
! 'sufficlent canvas for everyone and the RCR have left much of it standing.
_ ‘The area 1s well developed agalnst the cold and a comfortable stay there 1s
i the expected.

/&7 /7589 ¢ 30-31 Dec 52 The weath-r became quite cold on the morning 30 December and the

SN & 77
J1 7205 %

e L e

ltemperature stayed down for the two day period. The time was spent in
getting everyone cleaned, and preparing for Christmas 7 New Years festivities
'which arp to be held the 1st day of January 53. t
: Lorraine McAllister put on a show for all companies, She had luncl
With Sergeants and tea with Nfficers. She was agreat success and was warmly
'received'by all ranks.

A small party was held in the Officers iess. C.0. and his chorus ‘

(nf 1unipr officers) visited B and D Companies smi;%;F laZﬁr in the evening

(HF WOod) Lt col
Commanding 3 PPCLI
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MNRTARS PLATOON
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1 In action line Jamestown approximately 1500 hrs
30 Nov 52 one remaindsr W/C 1 Black Watch until 0900
hrs 1 Dec 52,

2 No unusual occurrences but perific supporting
tasks in two ambush patrols by D Company, as well

| as the filghting patrols commanded by Lts Campbell and
Barnett.

3 Obsservel fire had been placed on several enemy
locations with good results and for the pseriod approx-
imateky.;25 - 81 MM bombs have beem sxpended, several
hundred 3 inch mortar hombs have been expended from the
s=ction of mortars on loan from Rlack Watch .

ly The platoon area was visited by the Commanding
Cfficear on 7 Dec and coffee was "served" in the Command
Post with L/Cpl Georgica pouring,

s The platoon is now completely dug in with the
exception of P1 HQ , who owning to its small size, and
other activities, has only been able to achswe about half
sceutrity.

6 Sgt Nakl3y C F has been promated to S/Sgt and assumed

the dutles of CQMS of Support Company. His place has been
taken in the platoon by Sgt Jones D V.

7 DPailly work partles have been going to line Kansas
and goond progress has been made in evering and digging.

8 Th3 placoon mnwmnm#S now stands at 2 and 6 including
attached personnel. W

1800 Frs 1l Dec - 1800 Hrs 21 Dec 52

1 During the perind a total of 89 - 81 mm and LOl1-3 inch
mortar bombs were fired on oppotunity and brassing targets.
At 1655 hrs 16 Dec fire was requested by B Company in
assistance of the " Fttinger Eseapabe", and 21 bombs

were fired. At 0405 hrs 1 Dec, 1 bombs were placed

near DPR(SOS) 6 when on enemy patrol: approasched a screening
patrol for our "Blitzkreig" evering party.

2 Additions to the platoon during the week include
Sgt Cook J now I "MFC at B Company renlacing Cpl Miller,
who has gone forward to be MFC in the HOOK.

3 Visitor of the week (only) wes 1RCR mortar officer,

who dropped in on the morning of 16 Dec, expressing some
concern over his courter attack mortar position being occupied
by one of our rifls platoons.

N Tragidy of the week was the misforture of Pte Thomas A R
who on opening a promising eoking parcel from home, found
it contained 100 Hersey Bars, j

5 Ammunition on hand:
(a) 81 ¥M /
ML3 - 1304 (Puze 1752) [ o
M 56 - 358 (Fuze M mmw \
M c6 - )95 (Fuze M 53 ; \
M B6 - 163 (Fuze M T7) 4
E7 = 305 (Fuze M 52-M 77)

301~ 27 (Tuze M 8) _
b esesee/2
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MORTARS PLATOON (Cont'd)

5 (b) 3inch Mortar
HE - 851
Smoke = 31

1800 Hrs 21 Yec - 1R00 Frs 28 Dec 52

1 The platoon fired normal oppoturity and berassing
tasks ard a special allotment of 300 bombs was relesased
by G=3 for this parpose. During the perlod a total of
101-R1 MM bombs was expended and approximatsly 00 3 inch
bhomb s, z

2 These were as hichlighte and 25 Dec was spent a
normal day and was the day on which the largest number
of bombs was fired,

3 1 RCR =~ MRCg arrives on 26 Dec and were placed with
sur MFPCs an P1 121, The Hook and B Company.

wvm r=liaf of the Platoon by 1 RCR was complete by 1209

hrs 28 Dec an” by 1400 hrs the platoon was installed
in their Wyoming line area in three equal tents.

1870 hrs 28 = - €2- 2800 hrs I Jan E3

1 The peri~»d has been mainly spend on cleanlng up
of the men and squipment and preparation of sytlabl for
the platoon and battalion training commencing 5 Jan 53,

~

2 The platoon was visited by the Brigadier on 2 Jan
and h~ saw them dolng weapon and vehicle maintainanc=,

3 A largs turkey dinner, with bezr and trimimings
was servzd?to thesmen by the offlcer - and senior NCOs
on 1 JFan . Turing the meal the comp:ny was visited by
the CO who assisteddfor awhlle in serving the men,

I A company smoker was held during the evening of
2 Jan with 'n~zh besr for three bottles per man. Although

burs~inaly organized 1t was well conducted and members
nf the platnon had an enjinsyable time.

c Tns platonn has been ~n aged since Friday aftsrnoon
in digging a OQ'x 7'x 12' 6™ hole to enable the RCF to
react a bunker for the battalion trainin: purposes.,

6 At about 0930 hrs 2 Tan a shot was heard from the
direction of the company entranc gate. The sh»t was
fired at, and enters : the tire of the A/Tk Platoon 3/}
ton truck, by Pte Snéddan P M. Sniddan was @n guard at
the time anrnd the driver of the truck had fsiled to stop
for rhs second time during Sniddan's tour to allow him
to examina the work ticket. ¥~No one has falled to stop
since that time,

(J T Hodge' Lt
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Weelk Ending 7 Dec 52 .
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With the movinz of the battalinn into the line on 30
Nov=l Tee €2 the "Q" departm-nt wes kep* busy suppl¥ing
trench heaters and equipment to make the sojourn in the hills
as comfortable &s posazible.

The trench hsaters issued consisted of a 20 pounder
shell, ten 2% pounder charge casings, six feet of rubber
hosing, four Teset of copper tubing and a value. The heaters
Wwore issued on the basls of onz per bunker and although some
di1fficulty was found with leaky values, by ths end of the
week evary ons was falrly comfortable.

‘wo members of the QM staff are now in hospital, Pte
Jox burned himself with hotwater about three weeks age and
has not reaturned and L/Cpl Wiley disappeared into the abyss
of medical channels on I, Dec 52 with & sore throat and hasn't
been heard of since, This has caused soma rearrangement
In the operating procscdurs of the QM stores but no serious
di slocation.

Winterizatlion kits for two squad tents w:re recelivsd
this week and one 1s belng used to reorganize the BOR,

The QM and RQMS made their weckly call on the c-mpaniss
on 7 Da¢ 52 but found that after making the hill to "B"
Cnovy thae afternoon was iast about gone.

“ome equipment 1s still in short supply but all in all
the unit bad a good week om the "Q" side.

Week "n-iing 1l Dec B2

SH 17532 RQMS Ludtke C.0. arrived on the unit on 13
Dec E2 from Canada. He had been held in Canada pending
th=s closing out of 3 PPALI "Q" acco nts at Wainwright.

L/Cpl Wylis and Pte Cox raturned from hospital durin:
the week and now the QM stores is func’'iorinz with all its
varsonnel. )

Clothing i1s still in short supply as the monthly bulk
indent for Decembsr has not arr'ved. With th exception
of steel helmets, however new arrivals m:a\o% reinforcements
are g2tting pretty well aquipped.

Jeek Ending 21 Dse 52

This wesk saw the arrival of good quantities or clothing
and eaquipment badly necesded by the unit, steel helmets,
batgiedress, hande:chlefs and socks were racelved and quickly
distributed.

The MLBU broke down again this week causing a ma jor
erisis as regards to socks. It was necessary for thes QM
bo arrangs for the washing and drying of 1500 prs of socks
and for awhlle the QM staff wers alerted with washboards,
soap snd tubs at the "rsady" position. Fortunately, however,
the R7 came to the rascue and the socks were washed in a
washlrng machine.

To dry the socks, the showers at B achalon were closed
for two days and ropes wers strung up.

This new f nction of the QM was a matter of great
discussiosn in B achelon for several days and it is still
not safe to talk abonut socks t» the QM,

A trip was made by the QM to Seoul on 18 Deec 52 to
sacure lumber for the constructi-n »f tables and benches
for the varin:s Men's Messes, It was a successful trip and
a 2% ton truckful of fairly de:ent boards was secured.

..t..li...‘.\m
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Week Ending 21 Dec 52 (Cont'd)

"n Friday 190 Cec 52 RQMS Ludtkse and two other senlor NCO's,
wars invited to an" At Yome" given by the Lurham Light
Infantry. Some difficulty was experiesnced in finding the
DLI. On the way home the 1little expedition deemed it
Wwiser to spend the night with the 11th Marines., As this
unit was 22 miles from A echelon 3 PPCLI 1t must be
presumed that elther:

(a) They Liked the Marines
or
(b) They were lost.

Howavar at 0000 hrs 20 “ec 52 they returned to the

fold tired but happy(?)
The QM and RQMS visited A Coy on Sunday 21 Dec 52 and

there were no complaints,

Tings woent well on the "Q" side this week with more
control beingz galned »n Alstribution of all types of stores
and equipment.

Week 7nding 28 lec 52

A very qulet week in the "Q" department with normal
supply bsing maintained.

Due to the Tact that the majority of the unit will be
celebrating Christmas on 1 Jan 53, all rations for consumption
on this day were drawn on 23 Usc 52 and have been stored at
B Echelon.

Christmas Day was celebrated at B Echelon on 25 Dec 52
with the QM, RQMS3 and Teck Sgt assisting in the serving of
the men's m»aal,

On Thristmas afternoon the QM and RQMS called on various
sub-units of the battalion and a good time was had by all.

Tentage and stores were obtained during the week %o
provide all ranks of the unit with comfortable accomodation
whille in the reserve position.

The men will be slseping in squad tents with another
tent provided for an eating mess.

(C A H Kemsley) Capt
QM 3 PPCLI



