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CANADTIAN QPJSRATIONS TW NORTH-WEST LUROPE

JULY - AUGUST 1944

EXTRACTS TRON WAR DIARIDS AND ITBIORANDA

(SERIZES.T6)

=
i

OF S.SASK R.. OF
TO EIST OFFR 2 CDN

1. STTRACTS RO ACCOUNTS BY OPFICERS
PIRATIONS ON 20 JUL 44, AS Gival
LI DIV,

- (a) MAJOR J:S. EDVONDSON

«eeeeelle went through D" Coy with pls in 1line shead in
the order 10, 11, 12. Then turning left I shifted-to
two up with 10 on the left, 12 in res, and 11 on right,
;' On meetins up our first opposition "A" Cov an our left
- halted and we had to 2lsé, to be certain that we were'
not fired on from the rear., While "A" Coy was dealing
with-this opposition I woved the ros pl to the left to
Till up the map between "A" Coy and us, usirg 11 pl as
our firm base. They staved there while the other pls
went fwd so that we hit the coy objective with 12 on
the left and 10 on the right. Then I ordeéred 11 pl fwd
onto a mound ahead while the other pls .consolidated.
In other words, 11 pl stayed on the hilloeck and on its
«reverse slone while the other two nls -monped up further
ahead on a fwd slovne. All the while the Jerries wore
running back through the grain. Tn the nmidet of the
consolidation four tanks anneared on sur front, one at
leasgt of which was a Mk IV. One additional one was
reported cam as e hay-stack SOUTH of the X rds. The
PIATs were down beginning to dig but the tks were
moving fwd eventually getting as close as 25 yds away
and firing all the time. While the tks advanced I
ordercd a withdravwal to a reverse slope about 150 yds
. behind, close to "D" Coy and where the A tk gun screen
was supnosed to exist. The PIAT of 11 pl got one tk with
two rounds and another round hit on a tk without known
resultses The PIAT of 12 pl had the amn bearér knocked
out before he had brousht the amn fdeeeoss i

LiSSONS ¢

1. Carry a round of -amn in your PIAT ready to fire

.
at onces Our .adv was a very long one and we had slung
our PIATs. This was a mistake.

2 . Always have a firm base from which Fou can op.

Se A shovel for every two men is essential.

4, - Don't attack without infm. The plan should be
laid on carefully but the forces should be Flexible and
c¢asily adapt themselves to changing situations., "g"

dch should come up as fast as possible leap~frogging
the 3 in mortars fwd as they are especially useful for
laying & smoke barrase azainst tks. ¢

Ce Tps should get some trgin fighting and consoli-
dating on wheat fds where there are short fds of fire

' and 1little cover from fire. Control is difficult once

the men go to sround as they cannot be seen. This is ,
very different from trg in Ingland. Watch mortar fire,

wait a brief neriod and then ge through it quickly.



2e

e The res pl comd might move with troe rear coy HQ
leaving an IICO Wlth his pl so that he can receive im-
medlafe orders once contact is nade. ;

(b) LIZUT. F. MATHERS

LISSONS:

1. ' Inf alone cannot consolidate ﬁmmediauoly azainst
counter attack unless they have sp for twenty mins.in
which to dig in. They should have tlks right with them.

2 At the ST ANDRE-SUR-ORNE X rds we waited for the
Fus MR to take out some MG posts at BEAUVOIR farme
This delay kept us behind our arty sp and SOUTH fronm
there we had to fizht heavily. The Fus MR did a coy
rizht flank assault on the farm which went in very well
and for which we gave LG sp. But losing our barrage
was costlye. - ' =

Se OQur liaison during the attack both with 9 pl and
the Fus IR was good but it was impossible to reach the
Tus MR once we were on our objective-as the enemy
oocupled the ground in hetveen.

4. our Brens zave us some trouble but this was due
to the extraordlnarv weather. TIirst -during our adv
there was hecat and_dust and then lafter sudden hy rain.
We fired rarely during the first period so that the
Brens were not cleared of dust, and during the second
period one Bren would fire in bursts, the others of the
pl only single rounds. Our stens were completely 0.K.
We fired them holding the mazs vertical and the ejection
slot to the bottom so that if the foree of the ejection
was insufficient, gravity would push the spent casings
out. We found 77 grenades best for bringing snipers
out of manure piles and hay-stacks as the phosphorous
smoke chaged. them out into the open. Our PIATs ‘were
good, but they were oub-ranzed and we could not take
them farther fwd. Our "roatest cas came from hy MGs
and from the tk guns which later sniped agdainst inf
after the A .tk guns were de%troyed. Inemy sniping was
POOreceesa : :

ACCOUNT OF THE ACTIONS OF TIE RHLI TN THE BATTLE OF VIRRIERES,
2o JUL 44, AT GIVLN DY LI-COL J.1. ROCKINGHAIL TO HIST OFFR,
2 CDN DIV.

The RIILT plan for the canture of VERRIEZRIES was to attack
with three coys up, one in res with RIGHT A Coy, CUNTRE B
Coy, LEIT D Coy. D Coy with under comd 15 Pl, Res C Coy less
15 Pl. Carrier Pl to neutralize both flanks with IMG. The
whole attack to be supported by arty concs 1lifting on a time
proSrarmie.

The preliminafj op was to be carried out'by Fus MR which
consisted of the capture of TROTLEVAL FARIM with one cove

hey were based on BZAUVOIR FARM to the WEST and planned
to launch an attack-with one coy at 2100 hrs D mins 1. D
day was set for 25 Jul 44, H hr 0330 hrse. The attack was to
take place under artlclal moonlight provided by a tp of
SLs in the area of CAEN.
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Taping parties from the Scout P1 RHLI under Lt Hinton
were sent to the Fus MR to go in with the attack. Thelr
task being to tape the start line and FUP which were -in' the
area of TROTﬁVAL FARM. The Fus MR Coy Comd's carrier was
blown up by a mine and the start line. was NOT secured ab :
0130; a gcout frow the Scout Pl returned.to BN HQ RHLT. with
Aa renort that three German tks were 31tt1nﬂ on-the WQST end
of the start line and preventing the. taplnn from belng .
carried out. " It then became apparont that the RHELI Would d
have to secure its own start line. A message was sent fwd
to Lt Hinton to withdraw his own tps -and Fus MR 500 yds to
the NORTE and pass the codeword which would bring a conc.
of med arty on the tks.. Two pls of C Coy were detalled to
secure the start. line as soon:-as the med conc had finished.
Lt Hinton was unable to find Tus MR and as a result C Coy
attacked the stapt line without artj being fired. RHLI
requested that the conc for the main attack be delayed 30
mins; H hr for RHLI now being 0400, . Searchlights however
were-turned on at 0330, (. Coy drove off -the tks and
secured the start line by 0400 and theiBn crossed the start
line at 0410 hav1nﬂ suffered Some casg. : x-

ADV FROM SL TQ OBJLCTIVE

“As soon,ags ‘the co¥Fs crossod ‘the SL and started across '
,the open. tO\arﬂs VERRTIERTES they were. et by intense MG

" fire from both flanks and the front. The two flanking coys,

A and D, 7ot the worst of it and B Coy managed to zet into

“he hedzes akbout 300 7ds to the NORIH of VERRIERES where: hand to
hand 11Mht1nT took Uldce., The MGs in the centre area were

soon nuletened and the coy. oontlnued into the v111a“e and
Sbﬁrted House clequnrr OPS.

‘A coy.on. une r1“ht was pinned by the 1ntense fire and
Wa s onlv a}le to ret one Dl into the ﬂudoes. "D Coy on the
left was in very 1uch the same posn and the coy. comd, Maj. .
G.H.B. Stinson was Killed at this point and all of the NCOs.
Lt Clark contlnued to lead the coy fwd.

At this time lt began. to zet 1isht and what Jhad been
thoutht to Be MGs on thé 1l;nk, burned out: to -be German tks.
l\Teuth’allzlnr\~ fire from carrier P1, and arty had proved to
be 1neffect1ve. The 17 pnr tp in sp was ordered into action
and from posns in the area.of TROTEVAL FARM quickly -,
accounted for four of these. tks. An arty conc was 1aid on .
the MGs in the hedges on the right front and with the Lire .
somewhat reduced, A ond D Coys ﬁushed fwd into the town
and cleared the rest of the village,

In the ﬁeantlme the tks and Sp arms whlch were com1ng
fwd, ran onto a tellermine fd and several vehs were blown
up and the route blocked. Priority was givem to three jeeps
or carriers to come fwd to pick up the, serlously wounded and
then to. A tk *uns, mortars and carriers. in that. order.

Two A tk. sguns were ot into pesn at once to the front and
the other three on.. the flanks. The counter attack .by abeut
nine tks camo in within 20 mlns of arrival on the - obJective.
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These tks noutralized, then shot up the two fwd guns
and one of the Jun towers but the tks were beaten off by
inf with PIATS grenades and smoke, two Mk IVs being des-
troyed by skilful use of the PIAT.

The res (C Coy) was then called fwd to consolidate in
the area of the hedges to the NORTH of the village and was
Joined by the carrier »l who were a mob rese. '

The posn was then considered firm and codeword was
nassed at 0750 hrs and the R Regt of C came fwd and. crossed
GleSie ' : ,

For the romainder of the day counter attacks by.tks and
inf were almost continuous. The village was heavily mortared
and shelled by the enemy and'by our own mediums and 4,27
mortars. : e '

Rocket firins Typhoons were being directed onto the
encry tks by the use of RED smoke fired by our own arty. .
During the afternoon RED smoke was put onto the villaze and
Tyrhoons fired rockets into the area. , ‘

This was oquickly stopped by wireless and no satisfactory
exnplanation could be given as to how the smoke had got
there. Towards dusk a TO arrived from 131 Inf Bde and
another from Armd Bde, both of the 7 Armc Div, and said
that they were to help uss A tp of tks was moved in at
once which raised the tps morale very greatly and inf bde
was put in posn to the NORTH of TROTEVAL. - Arty reps from
7 Armd Div arrived with reps of AGRA and the posn became
riore Securca

3.ACCOUNT OF THE ATTACK ON PT 46 - (0655) 8 AUG 44 BY RHLT
"7AS 'GIVEN BY LT-COL G.Ji. MACLACHLAN, 10 AUG 44, TO HIST OFFR.

: The First Cdn Army was given the task of breaking out
of the bridgehead held SOUTH of CAEN over the river ORNE.
The 4th Bde was given the first phase of the op which con-
sisted of breaking out of the a/m line, doing an adv of
about five wiles and securing a firm base in area of.
CGAILLOUET, Pt 46 square 0655 and high ground square 0756,
The RHLI was given the task of securing the centre
objective, Pt 486, ' ;

The plan was a most daring one, consisting of a .break
through on a front -of 150 yds, with all prersonnel embussed
in small arms proof vehs and an adv straisht to the objectives
following a hy arty barrase. The RHLI was given under
comd - A Sgqn 27 Cdn Armd Regt, one tp of SP 1110s, one.tp of
Rarm-towed 17 pdrs, a pl of Tor Scot liGs, & ‘Sec of Bngrs and
2 pl of 4.2 Mortars, the latter for movement only. On 6
Aug. a rehearsal was held in the concentration area and.
several practice runs to an imaginary objective carried
out. The fun adopted was as follows:- the coln was formed
up four vehs abreast, two ft between vehs laterally, and.
the front to rear distancé between vehs ‘to be determinéd
by 1izht conditions. The coln was led by two tps of A Sgn,
with then two tps of special Britks equipped to breach rine
fds. This was known as a gapping and path finding force.
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The assault force, five minutes behind, was led by Sqn HQ

of the tks, two tps of tks, A, B, Bn HQ, C and D Coys, with
the IMIGs, engrs, and 4.2 mortars bringing up the rear. This
coln was to punch directly through the German line with no
attempt to deal with loeal opposition along the routec. When
a nt just NORTH of the objective was réached, the tks were

to domindtc the objective while the inf consolidated quickly.

OPIERATION

On the evening of 7 Aug 44 the coln formed up in the
IS .area. At 2300 hrs it advanced in frin to.the SL which
was the rd at BEAUVOIR FARM. At 2300 hrs the -RAF commenced
“droppinsz 1000 1b bowbs'on objectives on either side of the
route through which the thrust was to be made. At H hr,
2330, the coln commenced to "0ve. The route was marked
by the special tks dropping tape and coloured+lights and
they in turn were provided with Bofor tracer and a radio
direction beam. '

. As the VERRIERES line was crossed the coln was met by, -
small arms fire .which caused no damaze or cas. Five or

six hundred yds SOUTIH of VIRRIERES, two vehs ran into .
bomb craters and became cas. The personnel aboard climbed
intoc other vehs., Approaching ROCQUANCOURT the coln went
off its route, turned EAST ang became lost within ROCQUAN-
COURT itself. An enemy 88 mm gun bezan opening firé at pt
blank ranse. This deélay lost the coln the protection of
the hy arty barrage. After consideratie difficulty the coln
50t under way agalin, nroceeded 30UTH through ROCQUANCOURT
and rceached the open ground on the airfield. This was
crossed anidst G and small arms fire and occasional A tk
and mortarinz. The coln at this pt was intact excent for
one seéc of carriers, the IMIG and the mortars which had ,
becore lost in ROCQUANCOURT. At 0400 hrs the objective was
recognized ahead. -The order of march of the coys at this
time had become considerably mixed up, and some time was
required to resorganize them for a possible assault. The
objective was, however, found to have been abandoned and
the coys moved quickly into their posns. It was decided,
however, by Lt-Col llacLachlan, that no attempt at occupying
Pt 46 would be made at this tine, the area actually- '
occupied being 200 yds NORTH. During the move down, the
enemy was erploying smoke extensively which was largzely re-
sponsible for the loss of direction of the colne. A ground
mist now settled and. provided excellent cover for the éonw
solidation period. At 0800 hrs this mist 1ifted amd
most at once the enemy attacked, employing between eight .
and ten SP guns and tks with some inf. This attack was
taken on by A Sqn of the 27th Sherbrookes who destroyed -
two thk= and an SP gun for the loss of one Sherman and one
Sherman damaged. One MLO was knocked out. . After pressing
his attack with some vigour the enemy withdrew.

During the remainder of the day the right flank of the
bn was subjected to occasional small arms and A tk fire.
At 1800 hrs a fighting patrol was pushed to the quarry and .
‘reported it clear of the enerry. TIater in the evening the
RHC moved in and occupied this posne Total cas for the op
was one killed and thirteen wounded.
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The Roval Leginent of Canada sccurcd thelr objective after hy
fighting’ in'the early riorning and pushed Forward . to GAUIZSIIL. The
Teiex uCOt whose coln was con81;oraol cut up in ROCQUANCOURT reorgan-

ized and caouu:oo tlieir OOJLCt¢VQ at 1200 hrs. . The 4 Cdn Armd Div

then moved through. : ' . ;
4. LCZOTHT T ol 23
JUL 44 T _ T Y 1T T DO B CIEN.

On 21 Jul, two, days Luofore. E“+5 wtuao:; ry bii had L put.in an
attack on IZELUVOIR (043614) and '“LRO VAL (051010) 1Jnﬁslgnd VLIL IERS
(0520602). That atfaclk enlcd with out noi Ling MAAJV IR 'R but we
c
"W

Sk s

ccssi’ul in Baloang = LT or VARRIENLS. Soon my CO
it vasg cgsenti al tuat, WTLVLL ;uhu be .captured. This
1as poing to attack USiﬂ“,&S SL_the ELSTw
R LL el runu’jQSt,; . of TROT.V..L PARI,. To secure the SL the
Tarn had to be ours.  The bn 1uuoff vas not yet reinforoced to the DT
wiere a full cody could be spared for the uttucL on TROTLVAL PaRIi.
Actually coolis and dvrs’ Alerg, OOLH”‘@laCOQ in the $renches to hold
what ground we had talron. Hechuue of this.numberical lack in the bn,
I wjed dlvon the jow of selecting a liand-piclied, coy of 75 all ranks
Tor tho dttacl on. THOTLV.LL IFanll,

C'

5
as Told th
vas nocnssar; bieuause. 4 Joe'x

: i ! N
TOTEVAL FPARIL itsolf OOHQLSto of a walled enclosure divided into
an owrcnard to the SOUTH and gardens to thie LHORTII with the farmilouse

and courtyard proper on the ceﬂtre of the left flanky. If is surround-
ed by open wheat fds, - The nisht was clear and theres was moonlisht
and visibility vas excellent,

¢ of the encmy was estinmated to beﬂabQUt two 0ls with six
thks. o lLiad a valuablc 0P at 0600606, ; L

Ny cen plan was that, from.a SL about 1000 yds L of the farm,
tTiic cov lwould adv with. tiro nls uwp and one-in res, On T.c 23 Jul at
VJ} - .-L' iy .

2000. Iirs vec crosscd tho-SL,<wgigh was nerely a vosn in tiic open wheat
£ds stretching Lo

srown vheat Lds alti:ough thae T'”it 21l fid meet some,fds of mcere oden
< ! A

ground. The fud 218 wvere to OHC”TClQuthC Ll&ﬂ“u of T:

ra r1 about 043619 to 047623,. Our adv, was through full-

3
1

e.farm and,

once tuev werc in osn and &lnopt Slnultineovsl“3 tiie.res, 0l was to
strilic the farir from the U4 corngr as: the fwd Hls, opencd fire from
he flanlss. 'Thaon as the centre ;l cleared tho buildings and the or~

c;arl to tlic BOUTH, the res pls were to be moving tieir southernmost
ccg around to t¢u,rcaL so tihat the recar would be govercd wiith fire
and tl:c cut-oif completed.

~In s> I had. 1l sqh of tlis, 1 fd regt, 1 ned - -regt,-: +2 uort 1S,
2 (St o e )

and.the 3" mortars of tlie I'us lRs and thc S Sask R, 6" tls were in
reaw covering each flanl:. - 3" nortar was to give lbft f1aaL fire

for 20 nins on our very oncn loft ”‘an“. Pron Il ninus 30 to I plus 4
the mediuwnms were to UTav'on tilec farm. TFrom H Hlus 16 to II plusqlg
they fired. on VIRJAIINLS and TILLY-Li-CallPLGUE. From H plus 15 the
it but the fd rest romained on call, Two A tk guns were
also in sp and these I planned to place behind the farm 1tself to

cover our flanls. Taslr 2 _for the 3" mortalr was

[98)
-
!
et
|_
Fy
cr
o
’:‘

o
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around the area of the rd VERRIERES -HU'BERT FOLIE. The 4.2
mortars gave us screening fire in the area NE of TILLY-TA-
CAMPAGNE from H plus 20 to H plus 40. T put eight LMGs at
pt 045614 These came into action at H plus 45. Belts of
DF fire were ready to be laid completely around the ob-
jective with 6 Fd Pegt

We moved vcrv close, only. 75 ¥ds froém. our barrage, tak-
ing the -chance,. in this case 1uck11y that no, one would be-
hit., My appreclatlon was that therc were so many men in
the farm that if my force of 75 had been 300 yds behind the
barrage, the forete in the farm would have had timé to re-
organize in such strength as to crevent s from seizing and
holding the farm. .."- , b T

My adv was very fast about 80 yds pcr mln.: The centre
pl pushed for the Ny corner as soon as the flank fire pls

were in place. As the pl went in from-the NW corner, the
flanking pl sent their secs to the rear to give a cut-off

by cross-fire so that the farm was surrounded with" automatic -

fire. At that moment- there were no bodies bshind the farm
so that the clearing Pl was ablc to fire freely without en-
dangering the other pls. . We reached oub. objective about .
2015 hrs. Clearing the farm took about 15 mins. ‘Just as .
we waited néarby for the arty to 1lift we could see Jerry -
running through the Orchard and farm buildings from the fds
with neither'helmets nor Weapons. Tks appeared very shortly
afterwards and: opencd on the flank pls. .We. P@Dll"d by
attackling them with' PTATs and grenades. The  tks had been -

harboured just over a - small crcst and appoared flrst about
150 yds from- the farm. g i

; .

"hen a* force is small in rclatlon to Lhe objfctlva it

secks to held,: consolidation should be .close on ‘the’ obJﬁctive.

In this case e off course did fiot consolidate in the farm..
but we did not° ‘go- more than %O yds’ away feom it except the
rear pl which eovered a rather largor: srecas: The fwd pls .
remained close around the farm. ‘It Is-not wide to con~
solidate thruc or four hundrod yds past an obJectlve, un-
less onc has' considgrable .force, In this case we occupied-.
the slit trenchcs Jcrrv h;mself had built.

aa

At 0200 hrs ‘we rec 1vcd an ordcr to w1thdraw by 0300 g,
hrs becuiusec "tks wore moving in on me -on the:lcft flank, and
bde planned to -bring arty on thom to get rid .of them.e- 4I
could not r cport ‘these, because my wirclegs. wds off and I
felt thet in any casc we weré dug in-.and. were in little
danger. Originally there were six tks tultl-down just on,
the crest about 150 yds SOUTH of TROTEVAL FARM. When they

pproached us we -attacked them. with PTATs and 36 grenadcs

Four of them moved off to thé SW and two others moved to the:

SE. Finally-w¢ hourd thcm again about 0200 hrs when  we .were .
ordercd to withdraw. The med arty fire drove them'away al-

though it" nrobaclv did not injure them, At 0300 hrs T pulled

out with all my: men . except oene scc of one pl which I left

against orders in.order to protcct our A tk guns.: The men .

came oLt gradually and orderly.‘ At -this time there was a
great dcal of: shclllng and ‘air attack as well.,  When the
arty shoot was finlshod we re-occupied the farm Wlthout
oppositlon. R

= 0
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My m-n took only their weapons, skeleton web, and a
ground sheet in which was rolled a tin of bullv—boef and
some hard-tack. ®ach man carried two 38 grenades and with
cach Bren there were 15 mags. No body armour was worn,

I had 18 Brens instead of the usual 9 and thus had only
bren gps. The No 2's carried rifles and the sec leaders
carrled stens, but there werc no rifle gps as such. REach
pl had one PIAT and six Brens, a total of 25 men per pl.
. The actual clsaring of the farm was done with LMGs and 38
grenades. The Brens were carried with a sling and when
‘held firmly against the hip were as flexiblée as was' neces-
' 'sary.. Our sec leaders picked up rifles which they found 1n
the area, which beclonged to the men of my bn who had been
cas durlng the attack two days ago. - The arty had knocked
holes in the walls and in post of thée builldings, but one
buildings had no opening in it 'and a PIAT was used to cut a
way through The, PIAT eXplOSlon brought Jerrv crawling out.

The enemy of course did not occtpy -the farm but had

LMG s in the corners of the orchard. He was outside in the
fds when our shells came down, apparently caught unexpec-
tedly. He never thought we were.so close. The garden and
; orchard had snipers and. they werc out in the fds as well.

- We found slit trenches inside the walls and outsidcé., MG
posts were . located in the two northern corners of the wall
and to thc SW in the fde. » - ¥

His defences included a string of mines about 50 yds
from the farm circling all around it; .flat on the ground
with just a bit of hay toc cover the minos.' We lost two
carricrs because of theses We found one sniper in the
. orchard tied into & tree with rcpes. He must have gtayed
" thors through the barrage with only his amn and rifle and

how he stoecd our fire, I don't know. No snipers were up~
"~ stairs at the WlndOWS. In reply to our shelling Jorry
“shelled the right and loft flanks of the farm. He evidently
did not expect our entry to be from the corner on diagonal.
.Because. wo st:ry2d 8o close to the barrage, his DF fire came
S down where he cxpectod us to be at this time, that 1s, a-
. safe distance behind us His snipﬁrs were poor ohOtS but
his. tks W‘PbgOOd. S :

Jorry 1s no. gnod at night. He needs only noise to
’frighten his- aWay. On one occaslon.a burstiof Bren fire
_unalmnd inte a fd caused him.to pull out frem the area.

Cur arty was marvellous.- A1l its DF tasks were carriéd
out when recquested and VERRIERES, TILLY-LA-CAMPAGNE, and the
‘areas. . NW of VERRIERES were. rurroundod with belts of fire,:in
ifact there was protective firc all round. This fire-was
very accurate. I left two secs to. protect my A Tk’ guns on
Withdrawal and my men werdé 150 yds from the farm 1tself.,
Firc came down.on the farm, yet no men were hit. -The rést
of the coy had pulled out 5 mins before the barrage bdgan,

LESSONS |

1. Vehs must have sand-bags in them and offrs must check
to see that they remain in. This will savé lives and vgns.
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2. Always tell your men exactly where you, the coy Comd
will be at various phases of the kattle, The pl comds
and sec k aders will come for no reason at all or will
invent silly errands.to come and see if you are there.
Knowing you are there reassures them. Do not let them
‘Worry. If the wireless link with bn is out, do not

"mentidn it mérely tell then all is well. When they
kriow where you are and feel that you are confident they
themselves Will be confident and aggressive.'

3. The comd must. stav back, until the show is over, at a
pt where he can view all his forces or at least know
what they are doing.’ It is unwise to go fwd because
the risk of los1ng a' comd is serious and because he
must be able to’ see ‘the whole battle if he is to in-
fluence it. . If he is with the fwd pl he is unable to
find out What the -other pls are doing. There are other

- ways and ‘other places for the coy comd to show that he
1s not afraid. : i

L When advancing g0 slowiv and thoroughlv. " Burn every
2.2 haystack. Clear a few houses thoroughly and not many
haphazardly.

35; We have a preponderance of eqpt and should use it bolély.,

6. Don't consolidate too far fwd of your obJective if you
have a smail force.:

V SBS should be well forward.

8. Weapons Pumi be picked up from cas and kept w1th the
part of the coy Whlch 1s. still fighting.

9 ths should, 1f poss1ble, accustom themselves to pattle
gradualiv.f

'1©.Take chances with. the’ arty barrage, being close to it
.o is essential. Where: sticky fighting -is likely, for
example in-.a village clearing, the arty 1ift should Be
- so-arranged that thoroughness in clearing does not mean
: 1OSing the barrage. :

. ll Men never forget. “An offr's irifluence on his men-in
. times of action varies with thé consideration he has
wshown -them in trg. If they respéct him. during trg,
they Will respond to his control under fire.s

'5ﬂ12 DF fire tasks must ‘be 1a1d down a1l around the obJective
: _beforehand. There 1s neither time nor opportunity in
_action to indicate targets.

© 1%, supporting arms are the Jey te success. Their use must
be carefuliy planned.

l4 When the _enemy comes out unarmed With hlS hands up ‘or
- with the evident intention to surrenc¢er, don't shoot
him. This saves a lot of trouble for if the first few
ars treated properly the whole bunch will follow.
Caution, however, is necessary. :
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ACCQUNT OF A COY ATTACK BY ESSEX SCOT, 29 JUL 44 -
ZXTRACT FROM WAR DIARY, ESSEY SCOT. R.

29 Jul - » Coy under Comd Major T.E. Steele, were ordered
to attack -and capture the high ground at MR060606 on CAEN~
FATLAISE RD. ol :

INF: Eneny - Holding high ground at MRO60606 with known
strong pcints at North snd South end each containing at
least one .42 MMG., Strength about one pl of SS Pz Div.

Qwa Tps ~ D coy and u/c one se¢c carriers, one MFC, 1
sec A Tk guns end in sp 4 and 5 Fd Regt RCA and one pl 7CY
coy Bssex Scostish Regiment plus supporting fire of one tp
tks.

IgI%EEIQHE D coy will capture and hold high ground at
O O O ‘o ’ ' °

METHOD: - 4t 1655 hrs tp tks opened up with arty fire on
ruined house at South end of objective. Maintained for
Tive mins. At 1700 hrs the attack began with arty putting
down a murder fire cn North and South ends of objective and
a conc on orchard between two strong fire. This lasted till
1708 hrs. The arty was inaccurate, some rounds falling 3OD
yds short. A% 1700 hrs inf moved fwd, No 16 & 17 pl and
No. 13 pl in rear of coy HQ. Carrier sec (dismounted)
noved with coy HQ, No. 15 pl C coy moved te¢ rt flank ef
objective giving Tlank protection and covering fire. At
1708 when arty lifted, D coy s%uarted its assault, having
to cross 300 yd of ground befere hitting enemy. No. 16 pl
with the ‘task ofi capturing: the north strong point and con-
solidating there failed to reach their obj and were pinned
downr by hy MMG fire. No. 17 pl with task of clearing centre
of orchard made a successful attack and consolidated in
broper aree and put.up two 2" M flares to indicate their
success. . On- this .signad No. 18 pl assaulted strong point
At South end of objective, capturing it and consolidating
there,. it the same time.coy HR moved across the road,, put .
in an assault on the orchard coming under intense MMG fire -
from strong point at north end of orchard. Seeing No. 16
pl had failed in its objective, Major Steele ordered Sgt.
Burd@ick (0C 17 PL) to organize and take out strong point.

at North end. This time Sgt. Burdick was killed. Major
Steele was then notified his FOO was badly wounded. He
went back. to the F00,learned his DF and DF SOS tasks then
ordered ‘him- to be .evacuated. Now CSM Dixon came fwd with
the coy carrier, also the sec¢ -of A tk zuns under Sgt Wold.
CSM Dixon having zrsnades .in his carrier ordered his dvr to
drive -along the hedge row from where MMG fire was coming.
As he passed the slits he tossed out grenades. This.did
not remedy the situation so the coy comd ordered the CSM
to.organize another party and to wipe out.the opposition.
He did this with three men giving covering fire while he
went fwd dropping 36 grenades:into the enemy slits. This
brought results.. 411 remaining enemy were killed or i
captured. No. 16 pl now came fwd and consolidated on the
north end of objective. Counter attack was immediate by
means of hy mortar. fire.. The coy successfully held this.
important . groynd which gave observation in ell directions..
The damaged -building turned out to be a waterworks with a -
r3servolr of 30000 -litres supplying adjacent -enemy held .
Towns, It is Iittle wonder vhey wished to hold point
06C606cacnnsce
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ACTTIONS 'D'URIL\G THE B‘\a ATMICTK ON ‘MA‘“?{-‘S Lm-om*E ~"IG1~IT 24/25

n
- --.-rtw-r-"b -

JUL 44, " GIVEN 0 HIST OFFR, 2 GDIl DIV.

e e

i 4

Ify job in the bn attack uon; MAY-SUR~ORNE was to follow
behind "Bw Coy, nne of the leading co¥s, whose objective °
was the area ﬁrounc the church in MAY—SUR—O?NE. Lesving
the area about Pt 67, 0263, was upset by our tpt being
blocked by fire from enemy 88mms, The signal vehs were“lost
teuaorar11" except for a geen which T had managed to as-
sernble ”rom three” Jeeps waleh had been hit’ and’ abandoned
aecr our location, 024641, SOUTH of FLEURY-SUR-ORNE. By ‘

the’ time I brouzht the JESU dovnl to the X rds 4in ST AKD?E—
SUR~ORNE, "B" Coy had by-passed to the left and T was oub
of touch with them., "C" Coy was in the area, however, '
advaneing dova: -tlie main rd bowards LMC—SUR~ORNE. Thls was

about 0400 ars and it was derk and snok I backed thse
jeen into the ares nearby off the rd and Aelpec "CY Coy
which was theén at aboub 02056110 "C" Coy was held up by

snipers and I.did iy best to help. them fvd Then I went
baclt to the HQ afea WOLTH of ST. AJDRM~SUR ORNE above the
orcaards, 0138618, ‘

This. -was betweexn 0500 hrs and 0800 arse MA™ Coy had

reached MAT-SUR-ORIE, Tie CO ordered me o go down t e rd
and lay cable to MA" Cor which were located aboub 027594,

I gov the jeep fixed and drove down the rd. Just across
the rd from the fectory end in the ditches 'on either ulde and
in the diagonal "uAley 020601, there were about 24 g
Jerries, We rax onto Them, . tnrew some smoke, They tdok
about thrée shots at us .end then threw up their hands, 12

or the rd, GDs of 8 and 6 on the sides, running dovn the
rd, One SﬁOu hit the Jeen but I piled two men of the ecable
party iate the week, put the gear shift into high, and
stepned on the gas ¥nocking them all off the rd. About' 50
feet past them we stoonﬂa end turned on them with a sten.

Two of them gobt away to the diagonal gulley, the rest were
capbured. There was no opposition along bthe rd except for
this and what we met in ST MARTIN-DE-FONTENAY. We laid our
cable as far as 021598 along the rd.’ There, we saw a sign
on the edge of a ou17algo saying MLT-SUR-ORNE and I was ’
very .glad Lo have Ou ny cable fwd that far. Diréctly a-
head was the X rds near which was to be our Bn IQ. I turned
left and went ousb alog- the rd aud got in touch with "A®
Coye They wére on the high ground in a bit of woods EAST of~
VMAT-3UR~OR¥E. T Ues out of cable for we had only one mnile
on oam spool plus a third of a mile on anotherts When I
came back I leLb ny two eable layers in IJAT —SUR%O RNE to.
guard our ca ble xnlle I went baclk in the jeep to geb some
nore cable from the sigs truck whieh I hoped by this time
had been brought fwd to the HQ area., I Stoppeo at the
church in M£“~SUR—OR¢4 and drove somewhat past it to 020593,

I left the jeep idling in the centre of the rd in order to
dr°“ tle Tire of any sulpers. onto the jeep instead of onbo
ny cable lavers. I feel that tne Jerrles had pulled out of

NE“ -SUR-0RIE on the approqoh of MA"™ Coy just as we had dis-
covered them pulling out of “4he’ f30uorv area wihen we reached
that oa our trip SOUTH, MAY-SUR-ORNE was absolutely dev01d
O‘ LI-‘OS.
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L. then returned NORTH al~25 the rd in the Jeep. I net
about three Jerries again exn the return trlp, dealt with
thein and got baclk to the CO./ Atross the rd betvween ST
ATDRE-SUR-OREE and ST MARTIN-DE~FONTENAY a mine fd had been
put at about 021808, On our way down we had driven through
the mine fds chancing that we hould escape, Going back I
noved - somewhat noré carefully and looked at the mines with
a 1itvle more cere.. Thev were hastily laid on the asphalt
surface and gbout 5 or 6 of them I found out later were
laid with a double mine below. I reported to the CO what T
had seen and asked Tor mén to guard the cable, The CO asked
me if a sec of carriérs vould QO, but I said there were
mines to get through. I was ordered to go fwd and gel’
through the mine fds with ny men éither mounted or dis-
mounted., This was about 0700 hrs, so I drove down the rd
with one jeep leading three carriers behind,

i [
At the SOUTI 37 ANDREXSU-0R1TE X rds I agalan-met ©CW

.Coy., Tiue coy comd stopped me and werned me against golng
fwd, I had toc téll him that I had already beeir Tw On

the 2ad trip fwd, vhen we reacnéd the mine fds, T told” the
carrier comd thabt there were Jerries in the fds on the left.
By the time I gov through the mine fds in the jeép the =~ -
carriers had turned round: and goue back and there were only
five men of his sec left in the diteh nearbv, I told him I
would go Twd to -hold the cable with my five nen and that he
,Sh(ULL cone fwd to sp me aid "A™ coy as soon "as possible.:
Fe went back toO find the lead carrier hed struck a mine and
S0 was neld up, L

g ent fwd with my men, The phone to L
DLA—O”NE hed beo“ trqou sh and had been working bub ju
out .shortly before this time. The breek we discové red
wag In the *ﬁcuovy area’s This was about 0745 hrs, Aﬁcll we
Tou.d no one in MAY-SUR-ORNWNE, This is borne out by the fact
that the tna sipgnelmen were able to stay in posn undis-
turbed, Soon The sigs ‘got through again "G Coy," when' I
left them, had gobt to the SOUTH edge orf ST MARTIN~DE~FON~
TEYAY 011605, and I felt that they would socn be fwd, I
could not get the cable out to "A" Coy as they were held
dovwn by fire, n IIQ was to have been in the ditch mnear the
X rds by the ohu ch, We weére nheld down by arty fire as was
A% Coy. Becauge Of this we could not get through to "AW
Cor, * I, thererore, weunt back on my fourth trip to Bn IQ.
The CO mow ordered me to come fwd and show the A tlk PL comd
waere A" Coy .wnd "DY Cov vere located, ‘T tane fwd again
Bl

23 b

P
to the eand of the builéi“ﬁs in ST MARTIN~DE-FONTENAY,., "C™
Coy were held up Just NORTH of the Iactory, 021600. * From
what I could see the enemy consisted of MG fire from the
fasvory itself and from snipers located in the power pylons
which Tau MW across the.rd IORTH of the diagonal gulley,
011811, + There was also an overhead br at this pts I
picized up a Bren because no one seemed to be returning fire
on the factory or on the pylons and let.oub a burst at each
transTormer box on the pylons &nd altogether used up about
six mags., About 43 Jerries surrendered soon after to “CH
Coy. and then the A tk offr decidéd that it was ‘oo hot to
recce further fwd., I, therefore, décided to estort the BW
back and go on with my cable laying. At this.stage the arty
Tire was lighter and it Would have been possible to lay’
cable out to VAY Coy. . When I reached Bn HQ with the PW, T.
found that the line weas out, I went fwd with a cpl and a
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pte to a pt on the rd just SOUTH of the diagonal gulley, 011600,
The whole coy was in the left hand ditch, Snipers and one Schmeisser
again were delaying the adv., Once more I left the jeep in the
middle of the rd and stood myself for abodt 10 mins with no fire,
‘hen suddenly they let out a burst of Schmeisser fire on us. We
had two Brens and with them Pte Davies and I peppered the whole
area., Between us we drove a snlper out of the bush and Pte Davies
got him as he was running awayi Vie mended tune cable and went
forward to find "¢" Coy just entering MAY-SUR-ORNE, 011597,

As we drove up lato the town we drew fire. There s eemed to be

a couple of Jerries walking across the rd and a few more coming
fwd into. HAV-%UR,ORNE. They fired on us and we replied, I

put our Bren on my own side with our #ifles on the other and we
gave some sp to "C" Coy as they advanced. Very hy arty fire

was coming down and added to this was all the enemy fire which
the jeep was drawing., As "C" Coy appeared about to pull out

and as 1t was very hot, I got into the jeep and turned it around
Then we drove back to Bn HQ. ;. We had laid cable to about pt 015596
towards "A" @oy, but by this tlme ‘"aA" Coy, had gone back. After

returning to RBn HQ I made a fifth trlp only to the NORTH out-
skirts of the orchards in MAY-SUR-ORNE, 011596.

Our. d gnal eqpt had been built up wpile we were near
Pt 67. <That rd and 4 rds had be.n taped with 88mm waich landed
squarely in our pl area. Lvery ‘time tP?f;lC went up or down the
rd’ fire came down, and tihe vehs lmnocked out landed squarely into
our area. G4venbually three jeeps piled up and the sigs pl
helped as best they could to rescue the ocecupants. In one case
we saved the jecp walcnh w-- drawing fire on our own men by
‘driving it down the rd tomﬂrds'TuJUQV SUR-ORNE on the stumps of
its wheels. We managed vy put the Iire out of anotner‘Jucp and
from all these my.pl built one cOmpletc joep. Ve scrounged a
cable layer Irom Div. Tnls cut our 4iff 1cult1-s in half.
During the battle we had very hy lossgs of cypt, cespecially wire-
less sets, and replacing them under hy enemy mortar and MG fire
was extremely difficult with only a 15 cwt and MC. | The jeep was
"able to bring fwd new cgpt quickly from the rvar and tocicllver
1t rapidly witiout loss.: This had a tremendous effgect on the morale
of the rifle coys for tiey felt that they were being firmly
supported wien ruplaccmpnts came ‘up quickly. I fecl that this
© Jjeep was the onlj way we could have got our egpt fwd, because the
15 cwt had to " remain fwd with its laad of vital otOPbS- I also
 feel tuat ‘the comns were the key to 'this battle.

: Oour ces in the pl to a groat extent resulted from trying
‘tosend wireless messages. EvVery time the aerial woent up, dowd
came Jerry's fire, I‘or comn under such hy fire a new system
‘of R/T proceduré should be stream-lined. Every time the 22 set
went on the gir a% Bn HQ we got mortared. Also when we were under

hy mortar. fire our llncs wont quickly and we found that the best

_way. to maintein comns was to use a single psrty-line lay-out.

" With. 'a ‘shortened R/T. pPOCudurb and econenmy in sending messages

. the party line 'system is sufficient and it reduces the amount of

" Wwire which onc pl has to malntaln. Algo beeause it 1s a circular
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form of comn there are two lines and if one is broken the othor
half of the circle may still remain intact., Later a ladder of
lines may be laid to give added safety. We found when we were

on Pt 87 that the systum of individual lines meant that along

onc streteh of heavily mortarcd rd we had tomaintain three cables
to fwd coys and on one occasion I went up the ditch 14 times

in a singlc night to maintein these lines. Later we used the
single linc system and found maintonance ruch sasior.

REPORT O BRIDGING OPBRATTON ©IGHT 14/15 AUG 44 BY MAJOR D.If.

CUNNINGTON, 0.C., 16 ODN ID 00Y.

At 2100 hrs l4th “ug 44 CRE stated that two way Cl 40
crosasing was required over the ltiver Laison in the vicinity
of RUUVRLES. I immedlately despatchsd Lt Schoficld unit recee
Officer to maks a roconnaissance and arranged-an r.v. for nim
to mect the P1 Offr who would be doing thi job.

‘he PL 0ffr, and advance party of 1 Sec leéeft Coy area
at 2200 ars, the remainder of the Pl.under PL Sgt at 2400 hrs,
and the br eqpt (40' D.S, Bailey) ab- 0130 hrs under the sceond
rocce Officer Lt Camcron. The lapse ef time butwe.n the depart-
urce of tue partics was duc to the late arrival of she br cgpt
at, the advence storcs sve 3 7d Pt Uoy RO as 1t was originally
intended that the eypt and the P1 would go forward togethor at
2300 hrs. L

‘he distancs botween the 8oy arva and the br site was
long (6 milus) the nigzst was sxceptionally darlk: and no member of
the Coy had over traversed tic route bufore. These factors
coupled with the fact that the ontire 2nd Udn Corps svomed to
be on the move all combincd to dulay tho arvivail of tac eqpt
and tho,.Pl on the sitec until 0700 hrs. '

In thy meantims the pl officsr had arrived, obtaindd
information from the rocce officer, completed the rcecee, and

startod work on bank s.cats for onc bridge. ' civilian br wag
still in cxistonce 300 yds down strewa, also a fascine mado
crossing pasaabl: to both tracks and wiacels, so the Pl Of icer
corrvctly assurmed tiat all that was now requircd was on Cl 40 br,
~lso ag two crossings wore at prosont available he was in a
position %o crect a delibirate br withh proper dug in bank scats
ratacr tnan a hasty one as had originally boen suggested. These
vicws woere conveyed to me and I confirmed thole.

Because of upiroaches, Lt Kenyon decided to build on the
site of the destroycd civilian »ridge although it involved
considorable worlk in digging in bhank scats. ilowever by the use
of the coupressor bank svats were completed by tae time the br
¢qpt arrived. Br cqpt vas immoediately unloaded and onc 30 £t
S.5. Cl 40 Builéy crocted and open for tralffic by 1100 hrs.
Lt-wns possiblc To build right on the site and no launching was
donu. : : '

_ Am effort was made to obtein drsssing to cover the
ducking through orficial channcels but woen this failed, dressing
was obtained from damagsd houses in the vicinity: +his took some
time and drossing was not completed until 1400-hrs 16th Aug 44.
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The dicision to dig down bank scvats and ercct a permancnt br
was well foundced as lmcdiately after completion all mainten-
dnee trarffic for 3 C¢dn Inf Div and 4 Cdn Armd Div and the entireo
Polish Armd Div passcd over it at the rate of 600 vchs por hour.

A summary of timings is as follws:-

(a) iscceo Officqf loft o 2100 hrs 14 <ug 44
(b) - P1 0fricer and advanco party left 2200 hrs "
(¢) Platoon luft | 2400 nrs .
(d) Br cgpt loft 0130- hrs 15 Aug 44.
(o) Pl Offr a2rrived on site : 0145 hrs U
(f) itsces complotud and bank scats started 0230 hfs "
(g): dqpt and Platoon arrived on site ' - 0700 hrs "
(1) Uﬁlonding coriploeted 0815 hrs gl
(1) Construction comvnced 0900 hrs ” i
(j) wor opun for traffic 1100 hrs il
(k) Drussing in placs _ 1400 hrs 13 Aug 44

A TISLD AMDUL MOT TR IT IN MHOLs JMY + 1D ORAGT TROM AR, DIARY OF
IT CDW 3% ., JULY 1944,

GEUIRAL SUMHMARY

_ It is our purpos¢ to give a description of the set-up

in this unit during the past ronth. Points which arc considered
¢ssontblial to thice smooth functioning ¢ the unit will be cmphasized.
At all tinca It must be borne in mind that tho pri.ac purpose of

A Fd Amb is the cvacuation of cas from place of injury to mod-

ical installation (CCS or FD3) whepe they can be-.adeqyuatoly treated.

The ADS is only onc link in the chain of c¢vacuation.,
Its function is to cnsurc that paticnts arriving from forward
areas arc in a suitable condition to make the trip back to
higher med set ups. It is.the largest singls part of a Pd
Anmb and will be dusecribed first.

The first cssontial in an ADS is space and room for ox-
pansion if nceceussary. Thore rust be picenty of room. We found.
that by vreeting Pertable .shulturs No. -11 as por..diagram that
we could have plenty of space for® admitting, treatment, walking
cases, and discharge wards, with 3 - 160 1b tents which could
increase the size of our discharge wards if for any reason we
were unable to svacuate cas rcadily. Another ¢ssential 1s good
lighting-throughout thoe ADS. The adnitting clerk must be ablc
to sce properly to document the paticnt, the MO must have ade-
quate lizht to c¢xaminc the patient, administer Tetanus Toxoid
and dress ‘the wounds or start .fntravenous therapy. In the dis-
charge ward there must be sufficicnt light that the A&D Book
Clerk can do . his work, '
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It waa found that & circuler, or horse-shoe-shaped
driveway, with Ads inside the road waas the best for the
purpose. The patients were off-lsaded at the entrance to
the admitting tent then Ambs drove on around the road, .
picked up blankets and stretchers, and returned to CCP, or
sectlons., Legible signs for various internal departments
were found to be of great help. White tape was used to
mark out the roadway and ensure that all vehs kept to the
proper chanaels. To keep down the dust crude oil was
sprinkled around the driveway and in front of the admitting

~tent. banltary control had to be strict to keep the iy
menace 5o a intmam,

ell-trained clerks, dr:ssers, and orderlies proved to
be invaluabl@. Our sct-uon Cdllbd for two adulttinz clerks,
5 dressers;and one A%D Book Clerk:Wo'rking 12 hour shifts.
In ndultLun stretcher buuroews were on hand to carry patients.
Two orderliss were on duty at all times who were familiar
with tv\hquLOH apparatus. One orderly saw to the providing
of sturile dressings. # junilor HCO or Senior private was
delegated as despatcher of patients - nis duty was to sort
patlents Into various loads, to sce that priority patients
were pronptly and carefully loaded, and sent on their way
with- a winumun of delay. '

11 wounded putieats recoived T.T, or #.T7.3. (Cdn or BR)
#11 WUUHduQ b¥CbDu belly wounds, 0 cascs unable to swallow
were given 37% ¢ of sulpiasnilenide abt ADS. Baclk rests con-
structcd by our carpenters were found useful for sucking
viounds of the chest. Plasma stands vihich would attack to
stretener handles wers a necessity for travelling trans-
fusions. TUnfortunately our eupeciénce has bheen tiat the
return of these items from  COS is poor, so new oncs are
bulia constructed constantly.,

3.2, 3cissors for i,0.'s and dresscers arc a necessity.
when rushed the MY or dresser can slit up clothing to
adequetely cxpose tiw wounds or male a nicl in the slceve
to adminis i

\b_.‘

ster T.7, or A,.7.8.

One point of caution 1s that slack times uniforms
nouldn't be wantonly mutilated by over zewalous dressers.

another important point is the side-tricking or walking
vounded or exhaustion csges. They shouldn't be allowed %o
clog up tho treationt thnt. This can bo avoided by a
separate chaaancl for this type of cascs.

Hot tea and food shonld be availablce at all times, so
that patients in discharge tent can be fed. 1o brandy of rum
wasuwed at ADS, as 1t is couunon &nowlcdgu that they arc
vasodilators and so contraindicated in thic wounded.

In %rcatment tont a bench was provided for stroetcher
bearcrs, so that wiacn they were not actually working they
Wers SLtcing down out of thce way. If allowed to stand
around tivy add to the congestion. In discharge tent benches
were uscd Ior wallzing wounded and cxhaustion eascs,

In adnitting tent the admit-ing clerk filled out MPM
€10 original and duplicate, initiatud a sulpha card - saw
that regimental parvticulars of patioent wers on 3118 and
unvplOOb and inscrted specialist report cards if ngcessary.



¢ /

Sl
= . 4 i
In treatment tent M.0. asSessed the case, ordered treat-
ment and filled out documents. Dressers dil most of the
dressilﬂs with M.0, doing the more difficult ones, i.c.
splints, transfusions, etc, ‘

At the ADS the impression is received that very few IFirst
Mield Dressings are being uscd, Also the shell dressing that
coch soildiocr cerries is not being used, but the stretchex
bearers in the field are using dressings Trom their haver-—
sacks. .

Q.M. and Dispounsing Sgb Lept o constant checlkk on supplies

and eculpment to ensure that Lhe; ald not run short. Leports

were comDilod by ordorly room staff and it wes their respon-~
sibllity to sce that theyr were signed and Sbﬂt to the proper
authorities on time Bhlslshould be sutomatic as officers

have no time for reports wicn ADS 1g busy.

Part of one Coy of the Fd Amb formed a Casuality Collecting
Post about 1-2 miles behind the R.A.Ps., The CCP was formed
by trro M,0%. (somctimes plus one S.B.0.) and approximately
50 O.iige Regular Section ecuinment was vscd vwith varying
ﬁumbcrs of ambula@ces {(neavy & 1lizht). A good solid building,
vell-sendbaroed, vas found usefvl as o location for e CCP,.

vl
This Wﬂs tie Tirst »loco that petionts could boe cxamined at
nisht, a8 1t is not Fouud )OS“l)TO to got np an RAP that
con bo 1 \ )

blaciod out Turther Torvwerd, Ih many cases 10
dresaiugs cre opplicd before the pationt gets to the CCP.

Althounry detachiwcwts of thao Am‘ a1re up with the RMO

at tiw P at blﬂ@n, it nasn®t proved coxpedient bvo trans-
locad pSul yats fiom B jocps to 4¢ XAO jecps at RAP, Dn jeeps
have beew carrying wounded From forwerd covs right back to
ADS

It has bovn found thet e full stretcher boare: scetion
is 10T neccsgary ab cach D RAP in static warfarc. All
thet was ncedod was onc or two jeop ambs plus ordoerlics -

¥

plus ehout 2-4 gbtroteher bearcrs to load »naticuts onto Jcons,.

From ADS paticiits ax t licd instellstion by
MiC, wio do a very officicut job, Along the foutu to CCS
or IDS tacy hove a o ¢ volnt and as ounc veid Zoes back to
CCS anothur MAC amb is despatchod to the Fd Amb, We found
that haviag two on tiirece NMG vehs at ADS was sufficicnt,
aad at no time were thore insufficicnt MAC vehs,

TMPRESSION

It was found impracticablc 16 koep a record of times of
wouriding. Tho ma jority of CQSLD' howov“:, arc at the ADS
in % to 1 hr after wounding During a night-action, winilc
the walking wounded arc out corly, cascs unable to walk or
cravil oxc often not pickoed up untll morning, ‘This applies
cspocially to casucltics ocecurring in standing wheat, or
wherce our troops had passcd on and had not bcen able to

LN ¥

notify strotcher bearcrs of the location of the wounded.

3,I,W's, arc difficult to diagnosc, A4About 15 cascs
WOTrs pvacuatod where the man was cleaning his rifle, and
just as the pull-through camc o6ut & bullet went through his
loft foot from above downwards, Thesce arc rcported to units
for invegtigatvion,
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Exhaustions arc dcereising in numbers as the troops are
beeoming aceustomed to buttle noiscs,

Avaé 20 - 5@% of givting cases arc made lying casecs
in the ADS, : ' i : ‘

140 pints of pldsna were uscd., About 10% requited one
pint only, the remainicr two or threec pints. 6Goscs wore
Jugt rctained Ffor rosusceitation, no longur thon required %o
put thém on the up grade for travelling, oot was not re-
guired, & - ) ' a0 =R

GENFRAL SUMWARY

LR B S A R Y .

RETURNS, FOR JULY, 1944

No Admitted oW ... BR. . POW___ TOT
OfTidecrs 47 5 -
Q.li8, 975 194 9
Doed mu Adm 9 ? n?}
Diod‘aftor.hdm ' 4 - -
Sink Iess Ixb K 7B -7 = -
Bxhoustion (iidla) | 35 5 r
Ixhaugtion (Jcvoerc) 32 - " s1 -
Battle Cas - ey 150 9
Selells, l 1 @
siAccidents' . 45 5 . -
L&ing icscs | 547 151 74
Sittiag cascs ' 475 - 68 ' ?i’
‘No. ovacuatod-0fricors A 5 5 52
T J D.R's% 962 192 © 9 1163
TR

JDiéohérge_from ADS,
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CONPIDENTIAL

THIS DOCUMTNT I3 THR PROPERTY OF THRE
DEPARTMUNT O NATIONAL DEIENCH (CANADA), and
is issued for the information of officers and
responsihle officials.

The Officer or Official in possession
will bs rosponsible for its safe custody and
that its contents arc not disclosed to any
unauthorized person,

The document will be kept under lock and
key w.en not in actual usc,.

Officers cormandiing units and establishe
ments, etcs, are responsible that appropriate
circulation is given t~ this document,
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CANADIAN OPARATIONS IN NORTH-WEST EUROPE

AUGUST 1944

EXTRACTS FROM (IEMORANDA

(u‘_l-RI' Q‘V)

.D. & G. HIGHRS 14-15
:" BY I T.COL. R. ROVLEY

1. ACCOUNT O™ T73 OPRTATIONS 07 TYT
SUG 44, GIVGAN T0 PreT OneR 5 CDN
0.C. f.D. &. G. HICHRS.

N

I

1. On 14 Aug <D & G ?igkwq formed up on the right flank of

the div, closs bshind 10 Cdn Armd Kegt. @ The %tart line was the
road rumning N8 from LA CROIX to SOIGNOLLES. The 1nter—br1gades
boundary was hn trwck running 3E, called the Chemin Hausse.

21 The task op Sip & G Yishrs was to advance to the R LIAISON
where the track crosses it at 156475, (which was tle Fastern
boundary), and to clear the valley Westwards on tne NORTH bank
to the track crossing at 141465, (3ce npuonaLx AT )

S T.e 'inf, in Pricsts (form“rly SP "uns) and, half-track
armd cars, formsd up line abreast on the start line. At 1200
hrs, under cover of smoke laid down by the arty, the advance
bsgan. Owing to the smoks and dust, 1t was.found diffilcult to
keep dircction, but shortly ths troops Pound theinselves at the
edge of tne wooded area lining the river, having arrived there
before the tanks, Hsre they debussed since it was lmpractic-
ablse to drive the vehicles further, and ente*ed the woods te
clzar them of the enemy.

4, The effact of surprise seemed to have besn achieved,

The eneuv, who occupied the arsa in considerable strength, sur-
renderad after briasf engagements, and an enormous guantity of
sgulipient was tqkﬂn. From this small portion of the river
valley 220 PW were captured The speed with which the action
was executed may be- Judged from the fact that 50 mins after
H-hr the leading ‘coys had: selzed thelr objectives. This
included an ¢n1tﬂa‘i advande of gsveral miles from the start
1ine to the river valley itse ir. '

b

5% During the battle B Coy cxperienced difficulty in con-
solidating its posn around the Chateau, 143468, owing. to the
presenze ol four enemy MG posts on their front. A Tiger tank
‘was morcover sited nesrby so that no flanking attack could be
exccuted from the risht. Flame-throwing carriers (uasps) were

sent for and three of" the POStb were uffectivelv dealt. with,
one boynp engaged at the extraordinary range of 120 yds. The
fourth: ‘1iG post was at once abandoned, and no further interfer-
ence was e: xpsrianced Trem that quartJP. (See Appendlx "B")
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. In this area, too, & rank-shalk was organizcd Lo dssuxy
s Tiger tank which was causing ggrious troible, for it had
already ynocked out three crocodiles (tank flamcathrowers).

It was successfully located and knocked oubt by a 6-pdr detach-
ment, another triuvmph for the racently developed Discarding
Sabot Ammunition.

7. On the e—;vening of 14 Aug 4%, D Coy crossed the stream
“ﬂfz lg’f.gNTBOINT, and cleared the village to the bridge ot the WEST
o} . :

Iz

8. On the morning of 15 Aug 44, OTLLY LE TESSON and PAYE
ware reported clear of enemy. The bn then capturad the ring
contour 180, in square 1345, and commenced moving down the
valley of the LAISON, clearing the villages of g7 QUENTIN DE LA
ROCHE, POUSSANDRE, and TASSILLY and seizing the bridge over #
the river at PONT GRIMANT pstride the CAEN~FALAISE road.

e . The operation was sxecutsd as descrined pelow., When
the ring contous had been secured, D Coy moved to.the high
ground dominating the valley from the BAST, whilg the remainder
of the bn advenccd alont tha river holows Coy had with 170

onc sec of carricrs and onc 36C of 6-prs, &3 well as & 700 of « -
14 €dn Fd Regbe Left flanking protection was alkilfully

provided by 11 Pl gH of 0, (1iG) who operated on an 8xis
parallel to D Coy's, lsap—fro,finf thair guns forward TO keep
pacs with the 2dvencce

10. Tn ths valley wore A COY 1cading, followved Y ¢, with
und 27 comaand an assault scc of pioneers, a sec of carricrs, &
age of 6-prs and @& SSC of ViaspPsSs Both cOySe avoided the

obvious dorile at ST QUENTIN DB LA ROCHE and procaeded ras b=
wards OVCT ths higher eground, gwinging again towards the

valloy to entoT POUSSANDRE and TASSILLY»

1le Tittle or 1O opposition was met for the most of the Ways,
the encmy having withdrawn hurricdlye At-POUSSANDRE the bridge

was discovored to D2 proparad for demolition, although 1% hed

not been blovlle The crossinis at TASSILLY, @& little_further ony
were reportod-int&ct by A COTe As the coys passed through.TASSILLY,
the carrier pl Pormed & TOCCS gereen in front and 1ocated Three

MG positiOns, an inf position, an 88 mm gun ond two 81 mm mor tar
positionsﬁ

12 As the advanct neared. PONT GRTOIANT, the high ground on

the left over which D COJ had DeeI travelling, rapidly doteriorated
and onc pl Was pinned dovm B enriov firce The other two pls prought
dovn heavy fire support and the MG pl npved fur ther to the flank,
with the resul® that the causc of the trouble Was removed and the
pl releaseds The soc of carriers also played & ma.jor part in
extricating the ple

154 The Bn consolidated in the are2 of the bridges Trmediately

_fo their front 187 heavier opposition, for the cluster of vyillages

SOULANGY » LT COGIIET,, T LOUP and GLATIGNY - was strongly held by
the endmye But D & G Highrs were not® pecuired ©O capbure them,
this area being 10ft to 7 ¢dn Inf Bdce

REPORT ON 7ASP MK IT (CﬁNﬁDIAN) DATED 17 AUG 44 BY LT.COLe
, RO oo SeDe FRS .

First succesful use of Wasp MK i1 (cdn) BY SJD.& G.'Highrs.

1le puring the mopping WP of the breach made in the River
Loison by the 2 Arrd pde ond 9 C.I.B. the Sp & G Highrs were on

the right flank. B COY (Appendix gt ) reached their objoctlve but
were unsble to congolidate &8 they were under heavy enemy fire

fpom thelr immediato fronte Flanking operations were impossible due
to the fact that on tho risht therc was & Tiger Pank which prevented
any flanking movement in that direcc tion. This tonk was so sited
as to cover a1l lines of anproach on that flanie on the left,
flanking movements were oub of the qwostion as both pridgos ¥

over the 1aison wereé under .
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heavy small arms fire from MG No.3; also enemy poans over the
river, It was, in fact, a well laid out German position with
both ground and choicc posns in their favour.

| 2e Sequence of Events that followed:

A, B Coy Comd requested "Wasps" who were held in the hand of
the Bn Comd well forward. It had been planned that the Wasp Sec
would work in cooperation w’th a Carrier Sec,

B. Weagps moved to position in readiness in rear of B Coy
where the Carrier P1 Comd was put in the picturec by 2 i/c B Cove~

Ce Pl Comd Carrier Pl went on recce choosing lines of adv
for "Wasps alone", having appreciated that moving a carrier
see to a cut off posn was impossiblec.

D Wasps moved forward on chosen lines of adv as per trace
with the Sec Comd on thu right flank and Sec 2 1/c on the left,

B, The Scc Comd'!s carricer drew the first fire as had been
anticipated, mainly from German MG posns No, 1 at a range of
about 70 yardse The Scc Comd was stlll in heavy cover so he
continued hils advance to within 30 yds of the enemy MG, then
he gave them a good squirt. That finished him - that posn had
"Lad it" - it never firod again, While this action was in
progress Gorman MG No, 2 opened on the Sec Comd. He dealt
with this second onemy gun from che same posn, The range

of this action was approximately 120 yards. Nobtec the "Wasp"
was for one rcason or other effcctive at this range.,

F. Almost simultancously with this action the scc 2 i/c
was engaged by enemy MG No, 3. At a range of approximately
50 yards the Sec 2 i/c ~pecned fire, immediately silencing that
posne He then continued to fire at withdrawing cnemy up to
maximum rango,

G At the same time ag the Sec 2 1/c was completing phase
IT of his acction the third carricr engaged the slit trenches
in the centrc of tho enemy posn,

He At this moment it was noticed that the cnemy MG at posn
No.4, had gonc out of action and withdrawn,

I, There was no further movemonts or fire from tho cnemy
position and B Coy continued its consolidation unmoles ted,
NOTE ¢

(2) In manouvering and choosing lines of adv in this

action therc was a ditch along B Coy's front which constituted
a carricr obstaclo.

(o) On action of the third carrier recce rcvealed that therc
wore no bodies in the slit trenches fired on by this carrier,

It is not known whether the cnemy withdrew under cover of the
smoke crcated or whether they sustained casualtics. However,

the result was most plcasing.

NOTES ON TACTICAL HAWNDLING OF THE "WASP" CARRIER.

Lle The main foature of this weapon is that it is totally
demoralizing. The encmy withdrews whother burncd or not,

The cnemy, when engaged, ran SCREANINIG. Therefore, it is
cssential that whon possible, some small arms weapon get into a
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"rcut-off" posne We suggest that this "cut-off" should be g
carrier sec boldly handled and moving to a flank at speed and
withdrawing to cover gquickly. By using this menouver the
encmy is destroyed in the same way as by a direct infantry
attack when 2 pl or sec would work around to a flank and
assaults The differcence is speed which relicves the inf on

the ground of the necessity of deployinp for the flanking
assault

2o Fire Support: It is the feeling of this Bn that "Wasps"
should never bo uscd gingly or unsupported. Firc support is
ossential To allow the Wasps some frecdom for manouver, If

the inf on the ground are so pinncd down that they cannot
provide the necessary support, then it must come from some

other source within the Bn

DRILL FOR THE USE OF THE "WASPSY

ESSENTIALS

1, Position in readincess where the Wasps and Carrier Pl
Comd can.RV and mect some one from the inf whd can give -
information as followss

(2) Posn of cnomy wpns and bodics on tho ground,
(o) Strongth of cnomy. '

(¢} Posn of cnemy right and leoft.

() Posn of own troops.

P Recce by Carricr Pl Comd. .
Se Ordcrs attendediby"a rep from inf on thé,gréund,
TACTICS

4, Action by Pl Comd Carricrs

(a) Recce and plan,
b) Posn »f enemy. .
) Posn of own troops. . . .
(d) Posn from vwhich to fire and route to 1it,
) Covering firc plan, - :
) Cease firing rally for Wasps.
) Posn of "cut-off" carricer sec and route to and
from it.
g Ceasc firing rally for carrier gece.
Signals

NOTE

» The. PL Comd when planning mﬁst work out a signal to
Indicate that the "Cut-off" is in posn, When this signal is
given the Wasps must at once commonce their ac tion,

Oe ACTION BY INF

(a) They must put as much fire on thc enemy as possible
in a covering role, ' : .

(b) They must get up and assault frontally dmmediatsly

the flame action commences, Puddlcs of flame are to be
avoidod,
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As an alterative, the Bn 3" Mortar can provide a most
effcctive cut off 1f the flanks are closed to manouver by
enemy diap031t10ns or thec naturc of the ground. In the same

way MMGs in an onfilade posn are most uscful in tho cut off but
a plan of this nature requires morc timec to sct upe

G The Willing Horse Must Not Bec Whipped.

The inf got out of these holes before and they must
not be allowed to think that the Wasp is the answer to all
situations, Flrstly, ag the fucl capacity is most limited
unless a fuel carrying veh is prov1dnd the Wasp 1s uscless
in a War of MovemchtSessss

ACCOUNT OF THE OPERATIONS OF 6 CDN ARMD REGT (L H) 14-16

AUG 44, GIVEN TO HIST OFFR,

le . On 14 Aug 44 the bporatlon was launched which was -
designed ultlmately to seize the high ground overlooking
FATAISE and thus to dominate the potentlal escape routc from
the town Wthﬂ might be used bt the German forces caught in-
the "pocket" to tho WEST, = The irmediate task was the broaching
of the enemy's dofonce line along the R LAISON, barring the
approach to the objecctive, This first assault was to be
agccomplished by thc tanks of 2 and 4 Cdn Armd Bdes, ‘followed
by the inf of 8 and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes bornsc in armoured vehicles.
The armour was expected to do 1littlc fighting on the river.
linc itself (this being left to the troops of 9 Cdn Inf Bde
irmmediately behind) but was to re-~organize quickly in the
valley and push on to the high ground boyend tho river, in
the. area of point 184, square 1342, This featurc was to be
seized and held until relief was provided by 7 Cdn Inf Bdee
The whole opcoration up to the seizure of the dominating ground
was to bc donc under cover of smoke, Maj White described the
assault as a sort of "draw swords and charge" affair.

2 With 10 Cdn Armd Rogt on its right and with Flails,
AVSRE m d inf behind, the regh formed up on the start line
NORTH.of ESTREES LA CAMPAGNE and SOIGNOLLES. A Sgn on the -
rlght and 'C 3qn on the left werc followed by RHQ, Wlth B Sqn -
in immediatec reserve. (Se¢ Appendix "A™) - -

Sg‘ . Pr601uely at 1200 hrs the leading sqns started forward
on the -dash to tho'rlver linc, ‘It was soon fouhd that the -
country over which they ware passing was.very enclosed with"-
many hedges, sunkon roads, and small woods. This,. together
with the fact that the smoke seriously reduced. visibility,
made 1t difficult to kcep dircction and. the two forward sgns
swung gradually 1leéft towards the aroa of 4 Cdri Armd Bdee

Ly . Many crows experiecnced difficulty in malntainlng speed’
over the rough ground, for ammunition casily became damaged
and some communloatlon systems were put out of action. Any
hesitation over a bump, moreover, was at once rewarded by
determincd attacks by enemy inf..

Se . There can be no question that the smoke screened the
advance from the A tk guns on the high ground beyond the
river, but it did not aid in dealing With opposition close at
hend, wherc it tendud instecad merely to blind tanks.

6s . DBoth lcading sqns now came under heavy erncémy shelling.

A tk gun.'fire and MG firc at very closc range and had to fight
their way forward by troops: and even by individual tanks

The closcness of the fighting can be appreciated from the

fact that the Son leader of C Sgn was killed by a hand

grenade thrown into the turret of his tank, the driver alone
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escapings The sgn lcader of A Sqn found his communication system

out of order and his tank struck by an A tk gun, and was compélled
to change vchicles under heavy MG fire,

7o As the tanks fought their way to the river line they found
it to be an offective tank obstacle along its entire length,
contrary to provious reportse In A Sagn 11 out of 19 were knocked
out or bogged down in the stream and only: four succeeded in
crossing.s The Commander of A Sqn, now in a second tank, became
gseriously mired and at such an angle that his guns were pointing
into the swampy ground and could not be manipulated, Neverthcless
although surroundcd by cencmy inf, he succceded in keeping them
at bay for about 45 mins, chicfly by firing 75 HE which exploded
alrmost dircctly in front of his tank. At the ond of this time our
inf appoared and it was possible to begin rccovery opaerations on
~** this and othecr tanks bogged down, C Sgn encountered similar
difficultics.:

Be The balance of the, regt, led by RHQ Tp, procecded In almost
a straight line from the start line to the Chatecau, 143468, On
reaching thc high ground NORTH of the river, it was found that

A and C Sgns had disappoarcd well off to the left, and that 10

Cdn Armd Regt was not in sight on the right. In its own scctor,
thercforc, RHQ Tp was lcading the advance, which became all too
evidont whon it -was ficreely engaged by cnamy inf and supporting
arms on all sidos, lMuch godd hunting was.donc at this time.

Te Whon this resistence had becn overcome, the advancce was
continu:d towards the chatcau., The 2 i/o meanwhile had moved off
to the left to make a recce for a crossing which he eventually
found at ROUVRES and -which ho was the first to uscec. Robturning, he
came upon - s tp of C Sgn, which he directed over the bridge; B
?qn, the recorve.sub-unit, then appearced asmd also went across
ntacte “

10. At thce Chatcau, RHQ Tp circled to the right through the
orchard at the roar, which was.found to be heavily defendeds At
this time tho leading sqn of 10 Cdn Armd - Regt appeared, in the
orchard ond assisted by RHQ Tp shot up the arca, It then moved
off -to scarch along the river for a crossing, confirming the fact
that it was in the nature of an A tk diteh, holding 3! to 4! of
water and with marshy ground on its far side, RHQ Tp of 6 Cdn
Armd Regt less the 2 i/c and the €O, romained in the orchard to
act as guides for other troops which might appear..A violent Lattle
was now in progross as our inf attacked  the Chatcau, which was

ul timately clcarcd, _— 4

s s R "The CO's tank, which had gonc about 500 yds WEST, to the
area of 10 Cdn Armd Rogt's attempted crossing, made a very diff-
lcult. furn on tho steep bBank but throw a track in the processe . .
The crow got out and .cormenced repairs, the CO returning to the
other .two tanks in the tp to call up tho AVSRE to construct a
crossinge. During this poriod RHQ was in touch with the 2 i/c and
B-8gn who were now across the river, but had difficulty in comm-
unicating with A and C, so that it was not until some time later
that their very considerable casualtics were fully appreciated,

12, The bde cond now appcarced and was informed of the situae-
tions B Sgn was -ordored o link up with 10 Armd Regt, who had at
laat succeeded in getting its RHQ and parts of two sgns across,
and to continue -the advance, RHQ of 6 Cdn Armd Regt then. gathered
together what stragglers it could and crossced the strecam necar

the Chateau, where AVsRE had by now buillt a passage, Once over,
it found the two tps of C Sqn without leaders. The remainder

of ‘A and C Sqns Wworc régrouped to form a composite sgne

13, In the meantime, B Son, which had crossed the LAISON
at ROUVRES, from boing in rcscrve, suddonly found itself the
spoarhoad of the advancc,owing to the confusion which had entangled A
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and C in the river bottom, Without hesitation B Sgn was
reorganized and preparcd to push on over the high ground to the
objsctives Mecting oxtremely hecavy A tk fire from immediately
over the ridge in front of them, they had to draw back under 1ts
cresty, having lost two tanks., During this first advance,
however, a tp leader had accounted for thrcoc 88 mm guns.

14, As the sgn started forward again, our own arty laid
down smoke, which foll right amongst the tanks. The vision of
crew cormandors and gunncrs was blocked out and the foremost
tanks were silhouctted, The sqn drew back slightly, outflanked
the asmoke and woenb on, having suffercd no losses, 10 Cdn Armd
Regt on the right was not so fortunate, and two of its tanks were
knocked out, B Sagn, continuing its advance, effectively dealt
with two morc 88 mm guns and a bettery of four 105 mm guns.

15. - Just short of its objcctive the tanks came once again
-under fire but this was quickly subducd. The encemy now laid a
smoke screen on the left flank; the sqn immcdiately put down a
-very heavy concentration of MG and HE on the arca of a hedgo
which proved to contain another battery of 105s, The objective

-= to the loft of thd hlgh ground at point 184 -- was rcached
shortly after, ' ' i

16, . B San's performancce was very creditable, particularly
in view of the suddeuncss with which .the situstion changed for
- thems With tho loss of only two tanks, their total confirmed

bagz amounted to eight 105 mm guns and six 88 mm guns, exclusive
of any shocting done NORTH of the river. e ' '

17. The final objective, which was the commanding ground
near FALATISE, was not rcached until two days later, after
scveral morc battlcss 6 and 10 Cdn Armd Regts arrived therc on

16 Aug 44, tircd and woeakoned, with.their combined strength equal
only to 2 sqgns. : -

18. © The fighting on the river bottom was the most hectic
of the wholc opcration. Lte.ColeColwcll remarkcd that unever had
the rogt killeod go many of the cnemy or thrown so many hand
grenaces. A Sgt of ¢ Sgn, during that action, rounded up
hundreds of PW, put them in charge of the Scnior Gorman officer,
and directed them back ‘through ‘our linss until he met a major of
the Provost Corps, to whom he delivered them all. The feat was
done while the Sgt remained in his. tank, -though all its guns
except the bow gun wore out of action. '

Lesszons Learned:

;.fNOte{mThaifollowing.nqmarks do not all relate speccifically to
" the operation daogeribed above; but arc the product of experience
gained in many battlcs from 6 Jun 44 onward) 4, PR =

Le- o The armour is usually required to remain too long with

the inf on the objective, cven when seriously fatigued, and -

aftwr dark when tanks are of no use. Release must be given as

soon as possiblc so that the tanks can proccecd to a forward

' rally to refill and repair, which reguircs a minimum of two to
‘three hours with tired troops,

2, : Impromptu smoke screoﬁs by the arty should be avoided
in tank fighting. Tanks are easily blinded and there is danger
. of thoir being silhouetted against the smoke if it falls: short,
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Se Th? passage of information of cvery sort is vital,
Exact location of our own troops, full details of the nature of
terrain arc most important., If it had becn appreciated that the
river line constituted so thorough a tank obstacle, AVSRE could

havs becn placed well forward to preparc crossings and ruch
precious time saved,

4 Morc time too must be given to ensure the passage of
pertinent information to the crews themselves, so that they may
be "put in the picture". It has occasionally been found that
insufficient timc was left even to arrange adequate cormunications
with the inf, :

Se The tactical handling of armour must be left to the
armour. Dictation by the inf as to the placing and fighting of
armoured -sub-units is likely to prove both costly and encffective,

ARMY SERVICE CORPS IN TIE ASSAULT & MEMORANDUII OF INTERVIEY VITH

CAPT DeAs, BRENNAN, ADJT, H,Qe« ReCeleSeCs, 3 CDN INF DIV BY HIST
CHERR, 11 AUG 44, - : :

Le The assault on the coast of NORIANDY called for the
crcation of a number of spocial departments which could operate
as soon as possible after the clcarancoe of the beach area until
such time as normal systems of supply could exist, Thelr purpose
was to ensure a stcady and rapid flow of armunition and petrol

to the inf. Lt,Col. J.R.7.T. Bessonctte, CRASC, was in charge of
all these spocial branches, which werce subscquently merged into
the normal Adm arcas o )

2 . Gun Areas - There were two gun arcas, Rach SP arty egpt
carried in addition to its owm supply of 105 rm armunition a -
considerable quantity of small arms ammunition and mines. These
were dropped by the four fA rogts at two prearranged points; one
SOUTH of COURSEULLES and oné ncar BANVILLE, H ere the officer in
charge, with the assistance of an NCO, was responsible for
assembling the armunition by types and advising the BRASCOs
exactly where it was available. The gun area thus rcpresented

an interriediate point between the beach dumps and the inf.

S Beach Armunition Dumps = Two bcach armunition dumps,
were set Up, as the namc implics, on the beach itself, where
ammunition could be unloaded dircctly from the LCTs. It was then
available cither on immediate call by the inf, or for subsequent
despatch to the Adm Areca,

4, Report Centre < LA report ccntre was ostablished early in
REVIERS, In ordcr Go dircct inf back to the gun area or to the
beach dumps. The officer in charge, acted as forward co=-ordinator,
linking the iInf and thce ammunition stores,.

Se - ‘Trailer Park - 420 trailers 5 cwt had been Joaded on
craft of @1l sorts wherever spacc permitted, Thoy carried petrol,
small arms ammunition and mines. The intention was that certain- -
wheeled vehicles on each craft should hook on a trailer, take.it
to the trailer park and drop it there. The trailer park thus -
formed, became a mobile store of petrol and ammunition, to answer
irmmediate calls for replenishment, The trailers had merely to

be run forward by the jeep platoon. A number of trailers were--
appropriated by persons unknown, as had been expected, but the
schemc on the whole worked well, The trailers wero separated as
thoy arrived according to their contents (by petrol and types of
ammunition), and the CRASC kept adviscd of quantitics. :

Go Joop Platoon = Thc jeep platoon towed the trailers to
forward arcas; cven the jeeps themselvos were loaded. During the




Se

o 9 —
early days of thoe op CRASC personnaly conducted jeep convoys bearing
mines and ammunition to the front, sometimes even proceeding as far
ags platoon localitios, The "ubiqultous jeep" gave further proof of

its irmense versatlllty- mno better vehicle could have been found for
the Job. 3 . . ‘

7a Ammunition Co-ordinator - The ammunition co-ordinator,
assistod the CRASC iIn an advisory cdpacity, keeping an accurats
account of the state of armunition holdings iIn the beach head,
Later, when the Adm Area proper was formed he became responsible
for the aamunltion grioleh el o [XClogfe |

Be - As routcs became mord suitable and as loads became greater
during the build-up phase of the op, i1t was possible, as had been
planned, to use this heavier trahsport to a greater degree,: The

S= tonner pl-is credited with being the first in the div to-shoot
down a Goerman aircraft with small arms .firciceecves ° .

9 . On 8 Jun 44 the boach dumps, having served their purpose,
weré closed down, ‘and the gun "areas at BANVILIE was closed the noxt
day._ At the samc time - the gun arcas ncar COURSEULLES was expandcd
into-the Adm Arca’ proper, o & tho armunition from ‘the beach dumps .

a1d ‘the BANVILLE gun arca wasg transported to the Adm ‘Area dump. R

10, An additional function was the recovery of cnemy petrol
and amrmunition, when advisdd through 'Q! channcls of their whereabouts,.

ATR SUPPORT = MEMORANDUM BY HIST OFFR , & CDN INE DIV

(The follow1ng arc the conclusions roached by Historical
‘Officer, 3 Cdn Inf Div, after witnecssing somc aspects
‘of our air attacks and having heard oomments upon them
by thosc most nearly concerned. It i3 hoped later to
ragssemble opinions exprcssed by the troops themselves)

1. Tt would eppcar that most troops in the lmmediate. target
arca of he cavy bombers arc. in ne condition to fight, even if they
survive the cxpcrience. This is particularly true in tho case

of very large HE bombse Men exposed to sueh attack arc usually
dazed’ ("bOmb-happy ) for a considcrable period afterwards. - A

PW, who had been in the GAEN area whon it was seversly bombed

on the night of -7 Jul 44, told an interrogatoi -that he remembercd
little of the affair, having got up and run away aimlessly,
ending up in a forward area whére he was captured the following
day. The average onemy soldier is Impressed, and constantly
uriecasy lest he finds himself in an arca bBeing boribcleeessss:

The sight of wave upon wave of thc vast machlnes, relentlegsly
salling overhcad, their bomb doors ‘slowly opening, is closc to shecr
horror, to say noth ing of the effeet of - tho blast; the noise and
the destruction, A :

2e The troops on the’ Waffen 33, however, arac; noted ‘for their
ability to withstand conditions which incapacitate most soldicrs,

Ii this conncection, the writer recalls on 8 Jul 44, 5 PW of 12 SS

Pz Div. who prcscrved the arrogant attitude characterlstic of this
group. Asked what he thought of the power of our air support, and

in particular of the bombing carried out on the previous evening,

he merely shrugged his shoulders and said "Nocht bei uns"s This
doscs not represent an isolated instances It is clear then that such
troops are not concerned with the meroc threat of overwhelming air
support, and may eVen be less affccted by an actual attack,

36 . An air attack on cnemy positions producecs a very noticeable
moral effect on our own troops, whose spirits and enthusiasm arc
hcightenced immensely., For one thing the infantryman fecls that

his hardships arc appreciated, and that he is not performlng

an utterly thankless task, sincc the enormous power of -the. air
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force has been cnlisted on his immediate behalf, The thought too
that the-opponent who has been mortaring and shelling him 3s pow
feeling the weight of a weapon much morec torrible, acts as a
tonic to his moralcs

Lo Tt is further cmphasized that our troops are not blind to
the possibility of errors being made and are therefore for the
most part willing to view certain casualties and dsmagc as part

of thc hazards of war, comparable to occasional errors in
artillory caleculations. On the other hand, anger 1s cxpresscd

at roepeatecd mistakcs, or at major bhlunders for which therc 1is

no reasonable oxplanation, ‘

Ss Tn the majority of cases the advance of our troops is
facilitated. Infantry have réported finding thoe cneny. 1ying
‘doad in his slit trenches, and his guns. and vehicles -destroyed.
Herc again it should bc rioted that whereas until recontly the
major resistance to our advances has been offercd by SS troops,
these prizod formations have not held the defensive line, but
have been retaincd in the rear, the shock of thé bombing and of
tho first infantry assault boing borme by an.inferior type of
goldiery. Great carec is taken to shield the S8 from bombing by
excluding them from likely tar-et arcas, .so that they may bc the
‘fresher to cengage in fighting. o

Ge The c¢ffectivensess of heavy bombing insofar as it cases
our advance depcnds on the lapse of timo between the air attack
arnd the cormencerient of the ground operation, Whateven damage

has boen done 1t is of coursc possible for the enemy to introduce
frosh troops into an arca if sugficient time is given to him,

The teéchnique, now largely abandoned, of hecavy bombing the
cvening previous to an opceration, gives too clear an indication
of our intentionSecsiseesces .

e Tvon whon alwmost total destruction.of the enemy has beoen
achicved, onc obstacle to a swift advance frequently prescnts
itself: roads may be cratered. or heaped with rubble and. thus

mads impassablc, This situation was cxperlenced by 8 Cdn Inf

Bde in.tho COLOMBELLES arca on 18 Jul 44, On that occaslon
comparatively minor rcsistance slowed the whole divisional ad~-
vanco, becausc the few roads available to by-pass bhe opposition
worc badly cratcrcdesscssse

8 * The work of the Typhoon Rocket Bombars has been most
impressive, and extensive use has been madc of them, particularly
in the operations around CAEN. The Tentaclc Liaison Officer of 1
Cdn Air Support Signals Unit at HQ 3 Cdn Div described this

formation HQ as "air-minded",

" 9, " Attacks by Typhoons arc grected with hoarty approval by
our troops. Their porformasnce is most spactacular, It is usual
for the artillery to mark thc arca with red smoke ( a method
which the enemy occasionally attempts to foil by laying .down
gimilar -smoke within our positions). Typhoons then dive, one
after another, at the target, adjusting their course by firing
" tracer cannon shells until hits are obscrved, following which the
rockets arc rcleased, gingly or all togethor

10 © On 27 Jul 44 the church towcr at GARCELLES SECQUEVILLE
was suspcected of being an enemy OP. The artillery were unwilling
to cngage.it, pointing out the great cxpenditure of amrmunition
“ontailod bofgré it could be destroyed: air attack was suggested.
Pour Typhoons shortly ongaged it with Rockets,

Whon the attack was over, forward troops reported, "Church Tower
no longser therc”, ’
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1. For Op Overlord the Medical Services of 3 Cdn Inf Div
had under command three field ambulances and one light field
ambulance, four British field dressing stations, four British
surgical teams, end two British transfusion units.

2 Sections of 14,22 and 23 Cdn Fd Amb were put under

command of the assaulting battalions and moved with them at the
rear of Bn HQ. These sections thus landed in most cases about

H + 30 mins. Tach section comprised one MO and eighteen ORs, all
on foot and carrying all their equipment. They followed the
battalions to the first objective, nesting casualties on the way.

Ze At the first objective the sections consolidated into
companies and these were then placed in support of the brigades,
in which manner thcey have worked ever since.

i, During the assault, onc craft upset and several men

were drowned. There were further casualties on the beach, but no
fatality amongst MOs there. They were of course under Fire and
their work on the beach brought the DSO and 2 MCs to MOs and
Mention in Despatches to two men.

5. Two advanced surgical ccntres were set up, each rep-
resenting a combination of two FDS,two surgical teams and a
transfusion unit. These centres, which were loeated at BERNIERES
SUR MER and GRAYD SUR MER, less than a mile off the beach, were

in operation and performing surgery by 2300 hrs on 6 Jun 44,

Even before that an officer of a field surgical unit had taken over
& wrecked LCV on MIKE BEACEH, and transformed it into an operating
theatre by 1600 hrs. During the early stages, casualties on or
ncar the beach were collected in four Beach Dressing Stations,

two on MIKE BEACH and two od NAN, and evacuated from there to the
nearer advanced surgiocal centre. A Britisn MO from one of the

BDS organized & demaged LST as & hospitel ward, holding eboutb -

90 patients, whec were conveycd to other ships the following dey,by DUKWS.

6e In the first four deys the surgicel tecams performed
ebout 220 major cperations and handled in all about 1800 casualties.
The two centres continued to function until about 19 Jun 44.

7. 4 Casualty Clearing Station landed on D day and opencd
at REVIERS on D 4 2 (8 Jun 44). Until a site inlend could be
found which wes free from smipers its personncl assisted the
advanced surgical centres.

Se Evacuation of casualtics by sea was sporadic during 6

and 7 Jun 44. On 8 Jun the first LST wes beached, dried out and

made available for cosualtics. It was loaded with over 300 men.

From thet day on LSTs and hospital cerriers have been in regular service,

9. Evacuation by air was orgenized on 17 Jun 44, The

Tirst Dakotes left the landing strip st STE CROIX SUR MER, &nd
the service wos continued therecafter without interruption except
during reiny weather. This system of evacuation had not been
cxpected to be in operation so soon.

10, 14 ond 22 Fd Ambs were operating at full scale on the
morning of 7 Jun 44, the former at BaNVIILE, evacuating casual-
ties from 7 Cdn Inf Bde, and the latter at BENY SUR MER, serving
8 and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes. 23 Fd Amb was in reserve.
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11. The outstanding individual service has been done by the
drivers of the ambulance jeeps who have often gone forward of the
fighting troops under fire to pick up wounded, or have trevelled
to and fro over high ground under direct enemy observetion. Cas-
ualties occurring one morning st BRETTEVILLE L'ORGUEILLEUSE were
aboard LSTs within 11 hrs from the time of the-incident. They
had caught an ambulence convoy leaving the CCS and procecded
directly to thc ships. " dingiyal

12, Medical personncl have ‘frequently been exposed to enemy
attacks; various medical installations have been bombed, mortared
and sniped at. Ironically enough et an FDS situated at BERNIERES
a bomb fell squarely on a tent filled with Germen PW, all medicel
orderlies. ) )

13, The Red Cross has boen respected by the enemy under

normel circumstances, however, and a captured German MO advised
setting out the giant Red CGross whether or not the medical est-
ablishments were 1000 yards from reguler troops. It was expleined
that this distance hes reference to artillery fire, not to
strafing or day-bombing which mey be avoided by proper marking of
a sitc. .

14, While casualties to medical personnel have been light,
casualties to cars and tires have been very high. One driver

lost three tires and a spare on one journey. There have been
instances of dircct hits on ambulance jeeps parked at RAPS.

15, Channels of evacuation heve been fairly normal, except

for Op Atlantic on 18 Jul 44, when the R ORNE wes crosscd NORTHELST
of CiEN. . For this operation the plan was conccived of making

use of DUKWs ot sclccted points on the river. Unfortunately the
arrengements for DUKW transport broks down and long lateral div-
ersions to bridges over the river had to be followed. AS & result
of this eoxperience it was felt that dependence on such speocial
methods is unwise.

16 The syston of Triege, whereby casuclties. are grouped

into throc catogeries and disposition made accordingly, has not
been adhercd to. Group 1 rcpresents those seriously wounded and
likely to dic if sent on ¢ long journey and these are to be
despetched to Div FDS for resuscitation. Group 2  includes those
requiring carly operation, and ‘such casuslties are to be sent

to an Advanced Surgical Centrec or to a GCS. Group 3 consists

of* the lightly wounded, Who arc to be sent back to a CCS. 1In

. ectual practice it has been found bést t6 evacsuate all casualties
to a CCS as quickly as possible, linecs of communicetion having
becn wery short. :

qile Fatalities amongst casualties once they are in medical

- hands have been very rare. " The most impressive record is the
speedy treatment of the abdominsgl cases on the beach on the night
of D-day. All such cé&sualties would have been fotal if early
operations had not been performed..ceeeess ,
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