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Pistrict Off'rs Commending,
311 Milisary Districts.

Gomd % g
Camp Borden, nt.

Jomd. ,
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Jommandant, .
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Kingaton, Ontario.

CANADIAN OPERATIONS - MEDITERRANEAN AREA

yermols from War vieries and Meomorende (Series £22)

1 1 am directed to forward herswith for your infm
and retention & copy of the m/n.

2o These extracts are forwarded for gsneral infm
only end opinions stated are not be to considered as necese-
arily exprassions of official dootirine.

3. A fall distrivution 1ist of theas dncuments is

shown on the reverse gide of this letter and I am to state
that no increase in this circulation cen be made. Should
inaufficient soples be allotted to allow for ocomplete distrib-
ution as you desire, it is suggested that a copy could be
circulated Ly you.

Ve

{M.P. Johnetorn)
Li@ut @ "COIOR@]. 9 Gn S LI
for Chief of the General Staflf.
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CANADIAN OPIRATIONS I¥ THE MEDITERSANGAN AREA

MAY, 1944

EXTRACTS PROM WAR DIARTIES ARD MENORANMDA

(EPRIES 22)

R

ARYMGURED _GORPS

1 DN ARNMD BDE (Bxtracts from YWar Diary, April 1944;.
7 4ny - The Bde Major called at 2 Cdn Lt Fd Amb and ab A
TEE 55 TDR. He infmd the sgqn that the Bde would accept tls
as showed by Corps i.e. 32 rounds IL.L., 8 omoke, and 45 APHE.
Thy muniber of rounds carrled has been cubt to 85 as the addi-
zion of armour around these bins has decreassd the available
APACE -

8 apr - At VENAFRO, 13 Corps Commendsr, Lbt=Gen S.C. KIRKIFAN,
PEE. M0, formerly commander of the 50th Division in AFRICA,
zddrsssed a large repreésenibation of offrs frow the Corps and
drawn from all services. His address was on infantry-ueni

co-opsration. A short synopsls of his address follows:

1. The weather in this part of ITALY 1s likely to pro-
dnce two consecutive rainy days at eny btime untll the
and of WMAY.

2, The "thock" effect produced by the usse of armow
haeg not sueceeded oince ROMMEL'S atbtack on our posns
at TL ALAVEIN.

%, In view of the largs number of rivers, each cons-
tituting a tank obstacle, in the land to ocur front,
all tanks must be preparsd and expect to co-operate
with infantrye.

4, Tanks should nct be given "impozsible® tasks.

5. Although it is likely that tks will be forced to
perticipate primarilly In close co-operation with
infantry, they must be prepared to assume &an exploitation
rolie.

6. Infantry and tanlks wust assist one another ~ tks
sdvancing on MGs and swmall arms, infantry on antl-tank

SUNE o
7. Armour wust be given a high priorlty of the availa-

ble artillery support - mainly to nsutralize antl-tank
ZUns . .
&

2, ™ithin the next month it 1s reessonable to expect that
all tenks in 13 Corps will be fitted with a Kc.38 or 18
set.

g, The Commander siressed the difficulty in communicating
batween tks and inf.

10. Many of the failures in wireless were due to poor
malntenance of batteries, loose connectlons, etc.

1i. As there woulﬁ.;bég ba gix Armg.Bdes in thls gres it
1s 1ikely that eacn int division iR R S T
u/c for future opsrations.



i Tanks shouid only be used in towns gnd villages in the
cioss support voles. Then Tfightling in towv they should bes
divided into sectors and sach sector musht be properly cleaned
prior To moving to snother sect@rw veps and air photograpus
most be avallable.

1da As @ general principle tenks and infentry must advancs

along the same axis. kainp problems 1f two axes are used is
communilcation.

14. The maln duby of tanlks onge the nbgeativn is reschsed 18
to assume an anbi-tank rocle until Uh, gorrect weﬂymns ere brought
‘11}_‘; 5

15, Tarks sre of great sssistance to the infentry when
mopping upe Thelr presence is most det irimental to enemy wmorals
16, Infantry mast. cenﬁrata thelr trg on oprosed river

croesings. The Lar bank and the surroundirg area nust be

completely dominsted and treops must be defaﬂ sd Yo mcp up

sround the bridge site., I Toals ars us tney rust be gui ided

by & roepe secured Yo each bark, A1 alficev of the rapk of

bajor, or Senicr, muat be detailed to control traffic at ail
river crossings.

17 4n spprox geld will bve printed cn air photos. AL
references glven -from the photos wlll be “receiem by "'Ewt& Hef",
18, Cormenders are asked to study the Cerman bobile P11X
Box in as much detail as possible.
1%, Lttentior was dvawn Yo the light scale of tranapord.
20, The Covps Commsndsr gald Lo remember the simple thingsi~
{1) Start DLines must De well marked
(11} Toutes Lo an asseombly ares must be well marked
(411) Start lines should be under cover
2y) Plenty of time vmst be allowed for orders, ehc.,
QSDGCJQlly in relation to artillery barra res and
coricentrations. Advance must he slow in ordmr
that infantry do not "lose the barrage”.
{v) Lopping up is usually harder and takos longer then
iz anticipatad.
{vi) Thsre should be as 1lttle movement as possible on
the objective..
v 5 _CON ;.RITZT RGT (8 N.B.B,): DIxtract from Aceount of

Operstions, 24 = =T hd%“ii,“fiﬁiﬁ to Higs 0ffr, 5 Cdn Armé DLV,
hd wL?ULWCbL. G.Ln Rovinson,; C.C.

apad the ellfa and
prane and subsequently
A pdvancad ovwaﬂd& uO

Ruuwing thils nericd th
advencad umaeﬂ @ nﬁdqd GNEn, Al g 0
reversed under ecormand 8 Cdn Arnd Bde and
thne region of Ceceand,)

S~

GINTRAL, RIMARKS £ND LTSSONS LIARKII

1. It is most desirable %het an armd regt moving Into an

abta sk have more then one roube on whielhk to travel and Tha¥
they should have the excluaive use of Thase routes,

2. Tois was nob good tax@ socunbry. Ths latter part of the
operntion could have been zonducted mowrse culekly and movs
gfflciently by Inf.
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We were constantly comlng om urexpscted cbetacles. I had Air
wtosraphs dub d1d not have reoscople psirs end consequently. they
wers of 1litile assisbsnce in Judglng the dagres of cobsitacle caused by
shtreams, gullies, 8LC.
4. snole could have been used to better sdvantege. I'm sfrald many
of us rorgot we hiad smoke,
8 Pire ard movement are still she things, but 1t is very dilficulit

0 kesp control in thls elose counitry.

Eo Mozt of oupr casuslties were caussd when troops were outslde thelr
tonks. It 1o sgasentisl that tenk men as well as Infantrymen be impressed
with ths impertance of glit trenches.

&

e Tt ig mbsolubely essentisl for tks %o carry Compo Ratlons, Ordi-
nery rations cannot be cooked., I understend thed in future we are to

rocelive the rerd portion of the fresh ration ilssue. This congists of M
and V, Bully end biscult which is quite inadequate for a long operation,

o ilost of our opuosition was caused by smell pockets of Germansd
who would stey and fight it out until physically driven off the ground.
I: 1s necesssry bo be thovoughly aggressive and one must nob glt baclt
and shoot 1t oubt with uthen.

= We found 1t almost impossible to get infm on flanking formabtlons,
e wers often afrald to shoot ag we did not know where the sroops on
cur flanks were. DBecause of this we missed sxcellent opporiunities of
¥illing Uermans,

10, We found the Sgn Net wmors satisfactory than the Regtl Net, REAR
LINK tanks only were on the Regtl Net,

11, 411 Craw Comds sgreed that it wes necessary to have your head
sticking ocut of the turret, It is Trus thal you nay get 1t shob off,
but if you have it inside you are so blind that there ls much more
danger from cnsmy Tanks or A/tk fire,

1z, T hed the COMD SET and REAR LINE SET to Bde both in my tenk, My
edjt rode with me end worked the REAR LINK SET. Tis syaten was extre-
mely savizfactory.

1l We normelly had insufficlent time between "0 Groups end the
veginning of the action of tying things up betwsen tenks and Ind, I
feel that 5 hrs 1s the minlmum required.

Lo Fitsera cannot get up and do work at night as ws wers taught in
our tralning, s »o light can be shown and the night concentratlon

srear ere normelly undsr shell and mortar fire. The sclution wFould sesm
to be for a small composzite group of fitters and slectrliciang to ride

ty A 1Y Woh and for tenks needing work to be left on the centrs lire

Eal

vhere the fitters can stop off and work con then during dayllight,.

18, We had two recovery tanks on our Regtl Het and on the whole tenk
recovery worked very well.

16, Ween communlcations are bad "4 17 Ech (Petrol and Amn ) must be

up with "BY Sch. :

17, MTDICALS. None of our casualties passed through our own RAF.

ur KO wheo has a carrier, White Scout car, and two Jeeps, movacd on tha
centre line. Howsver, it wag the Honeys of the Recce Tp who normalliy
were the flrst 5o £ind the cssualiies and they dropped off at The [irst
Red Cross flag thet they ceme upon. This normally balongec to the Inl.




18, REFLACEMENTS, Hany of the replacemsnt tanke zent up broke
i { ever got into batitle.
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L2, A small pool of spare crews sheulid be carried in "a " Reh,
L4

for linmediste Peplasamenmu Throughout the operation 1f envihiln:

2y

ware larther back than "4 LY Teh, one had to expect &2 wail
up ba 24 hours for 1t.

20, If &« Yank is a cesualty, bub not burned ocut thrss merbers

wf’ the should st“y with the tank and the othses two gn’Ju B
sentre line to gulde the recovery tanks to‘iﬁo If this is nﬁt dong
recovary will Le deleyed or the egulpment in the tank will be pik-
laged and ths tunk renderod usslees

AR Wa found 3cissors Mr’dge$ rogt useful for the crasging

SJ
small cbgtacless of which we snrountered a zreab mans

22, e .5 in the Honeyvs of the EQGC% Ep 1s extremely ueseful.
Those on top of the ¢
were never ugad.

=)

xrm% J] tpe ze ma: and the .30 1In the hull

2%,  The S:P, and Jeep guns worked well, - They hoth hNave ocd
sregs-country performance and cen get up ‘ﬂ'h&..i 211 elses Ls bloskad

one the congesbsd roads.

203 wers nob much used.
ioneys wers quicte Invaluable for = shusttle service beliween the ragt
aﬂ& the Hehs,

24¢ Motoroyeles were very wusaful., Din

an opera sios som- -
Lo lmpogaitle,

25. Tanics shouid be in perfect conditicn Hefors
mences ady mainteznance during sn operation ls next

S It is an excellent idea to poop off a couple of H.E. inbto all
- B & N - - -~
nouses ag they appesr. This may te a little hard on the civilian
population but ir 1t is not done one does nob live very long.

P g e Ry
3 © Alt =X .{.lu’.u‘i\Rtl'.
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i8S Bhep HCAe 1 CDN INF DIV (Txtracts from Way Diany, spr 44)
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port By 54 gdn LAA'Bty o Dround Snoobing with 40-mpa AA

L. DIESECT PIRE:

v

23

, -+ “Consldersble. ground tpﬁwaf engagements vaing
direct fire pregedure wers carried out during the period
Pecemoel Lo Fabruary

The disadveutage of this method 1s thut she gun
san readily De soen firan the dargst sres causing ensay
counter fire, This means that: :
could only be used singly,
ealy remain In ection for o very shord

{a)  The puana
b) i

A

e o 138
paplod.

50T FPIRE:

T I3f

L

Scales Dor the hand whsels with graduntions slown
to five minutes wers nstructed. During the psriod March
& . 3 sngagements were carrisd oul using
the indirect iire p,c sdure Six gung wers used o order to
give a high volume of fireo )

1

50
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ACCURACY OF INDIRECT FINN

The gun proved to Da very accurats. Varlations in line
being almost nonw-eziasbent. The depth of "the 07 zcne at 3,00C
yée fs 180 yds. With good firm pletforms it was found that
auto«=firs wes approximztely of the same accuracy as single shot,

EFFECTS OF ATHMCSPIFRIC CONDITIONS

The meteor conditicns de not greatly change the
ballistics becaus:z only a small part of the avallatle trajectory
is ussd In ground shocting.

LIPECT
T T —

Bstimate 15 foct radius for the killing range of ths
shall., The tarzets were engaged with slx guns at autoe=-fire
bilanketing an arsea 100 by 200 yds with 130 rds in 15 seconda.

The neutrelizing effect was excellent and the lethal effects must
be censiderable against troops in the onsn or under light cover.

TYPES OF TAERKS RECOINIBNDED

{8} Neutrallzing Tasks: ’

 On one shoct one troop was used to neutralize a N/G.
area 300 by 100 yda for & period of ten minubes during o daylight
7213 put on by our trooeps. Tha rate of fire was ons round per
gon svery thrse seconds. Shortly after the bepinnlng of the task
the ares was clouded with dust and smoks and there wes po firing
from this area during the allotted time.

{b) Berassing Taska:

Targets were taken from alr photographs In deptiws
from 1,000 to 2,300 yde from our F,D.Ds. and were usually
Gompany and Battalion FQ areas., TIngagements were made at first
or last iight in order to catch more psrsonnel In the open.

{c) Opportunity Torgets:

None appeared during asny of ths sngagemsznts due to
the short time the guns were in action on sach shoot. I some
quna ware left in permanent acticn the engagement of such targets
would be feasible. '

METHODS OF RANGING

{a) On the neutralizing tasks the guns were ranged on iLhe
targets themselves,

{b) On mest of the harassing tasks ranging was
datum point, then all the guns switched on the targsts
order to sffect the maximum surprise.

{c) On one harassing shoot predlected firs was ussd. The
Survey Bty surveyed in the plvot gun and gave an accurate ilae to
the troop alming pecint.

PROTECTION

ane On B
n burn in

Q
C.
£l
o

Gun pits were dug in sll casesn.
411 positions were covered and had coversd gpproaches.

ALl rositions were 2,500 to 3,000 yvda in »sa2r of our
5 8 3

o
[

¢
a
(

D@
R S v

F.D.L8, ;
{ The guns were cleared from the positicon anywhere Iirom
15 te 40 minutes after the opening ranging rounds.

e

Wote: Tt must be borne in mind that during dayiizht hours
Bofors tracer cannet be seen until 1t ig well past the cbserver.
Inn 211 of the indirect fire esngagements there was no answering
aneny fire,
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9. LIMITATIONS OF THE JUN

{g) Very flat trajectory i.e. at 4,C00 yds
the T.E., 13 3 dagre=2s 32 mins.

{b) Maximum rangs for ground bursis = 5,£00 yds.
Ranges of 5,600 to 5,700 yds can be used if 25 - 407 alr
bursts are allowad,

{e) A very sensitive fuse will cause & high per-
centage of premature air bursts if firing is done during
a rain storm.

3¢ ENGINELRS

{a) EXTRACTS FROM "HISTORY OF THIT ROYAL CANADIAN ENGINEEES, 1l CDN
CORPS: Operacions in italy, day = June® 19447,

{I) Lessons from the Hitler Line operations.
The breaching of the HITLER LINE brought out the fellowing polntss

 {41) Spr parties detailsd to sp o bn in a set-plece atteck
against prepared enemy defence must be given definite tasks
such as "Gap thils minefd at polint X" or "Destroy this
pillbox at point B",

{11) Once bettle i3 joined control of the spr parties is lost,
Pl offrs travelling with Bn H.Q. in some cases lost
contact for many hra with thelr detachments.

(111) SNAKES could have Deer: used in the attack to save lives
and tkse

(II) Lessons learned during the operations generally.
Tn conclusicn the following is a summary of the lessons learneds-

Y. Changes of plan ars necessary and must be accspted during
battle but thes C.E. and Cs.R,FE. must B¢ infm as fer in adv as possible
so that organization of engr work and deployment of rech eqpt can be
made in time to carry out thne plan.

S As stated earlisr, definite tasks must be given to spr assault
parties sp Inf in sn attack against a prepared position such &s the
ADOLF HITLER LIRNI.

So Mine clearance parties and bulldozers can NOT bs edpected to
work in front of the leading tps without a covering party, the strength
of which will be determined by ths tac situation. However, Lo be of
use spr parties ané thelr m=ch eqpt must be Xkept well fwd.

4o Two fd sqna are not sufficisnt for en Armd Div - ths srmour
goes across country necessitating a tactical route - in addition %o
a meint route. The two sqns are soon commltted, leaving no resarves.

5 Br and stores dumps sust e kept well fwd eand should Tte sited
in front of any obstacle which is liable to ceuse delay in fwd delivery
gsuch as e river crcssing.

6, Mine 1lifting and br 4rills must not be allowed to slip durlng
ops or lives and time will be lost, '

7o Traffic congesstior i8 a major obstacle and snergetic cction must
be taken to prevent it. Light scales of vehs in fwd areas should be
uasd,

B, Cleose apr linison must be meintained from fd coy lsvels up with
Provost.

25 Priority on rds must be glven to br lorriss and mech ogpt when

required and the priority ensured Ly Pro oubriders.
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{a} 1 CDH DIV SIGHALS (BXTRACTS FROM WAR DIARY, MAY 1944)

1 Cdn Inf Bde - Signal Instruetion YNo.l

COIMTTUITICATION - MORTARS.

1l ‘he successful operstion of a Counter Norbar Offics at
Brigade level depends on speedy line comwmunilestion bebweon
2de HY, and the &" wmortar posns at Bns. In order that
the C.M. 0« may pase fire orders to the Bu mortar NOSNS

the Tollowlng instructions will be followed when the

Counter Mortar organization is working.

(a} A direct line will be laid from the Bn exchange to the
morber posne This 1line will be celled "Mortar Posn®
on the Bn awbd and all swbd operators must know that
mortar five orders are to be put through to this line.

(v} Procedures To pass fire orders to all Bne tho LCM0 will
call EA¢ Bde swdd onerator and say "All Battalions,
llortar Terget"! The Bde operator will put ths eall
tarcuglr to any 3n whose line is not busy at the LHime.
When the In exchange answers the ACHO will say "Mortar
Tgt®, and the operator will put the call throurh to
the morbar posn, and the ACMO will pess his Dire orders.
ihile the ACHMO is doing this, the Ede operator will
clear the linse to the cther Bas, using as his suthority
to interrupt commmnication the phrsse "lortaer Targes,
will you clear the lins, please?” Ie will taer put
the ACUO through to the other Bn mortar posns s=s the
ACHMO Cinishes with the first Bne

{c) If the ACYO wishes to pass flre orders to only one of
the Dn mortars he will use the vhrase "Hestings {say),
Mortar larget!™ The Dde operator will then put him
through to the bBn reguired.

P Mortar fire orders will take prlority over all other callse
The fire orders wlll be short, (example:-"Targetb cs,
S roundg fire™), and the Iinterruptlon in normel cow=munie
catlons will waob be great.

3. it is the responsibility of all Signal Qfficers concsrned 5o
gee that swbd opsrators are trained to handle these salle
mulckly and efficlently.

LU TANTIY AYD MOTOR BATTALIONS,

{a) CAPE BROTON HIGHLATDERS: Extract Frowm report on cperations,
24 - B30 UAY, 1044, ;

COTTINTITS AID LISSONS LinsiNED,

Le The tactlical methods employed were sound and thie 2dvi«
saLIillty of when irn the pursuit advancing on a wide “pont
c¢learly demonstrated., When tanks and infentry are iafil-
trated through end behind the enemy posts he zives himself
up easily, -

Z2s the poliey of placing sappers undsr command leading hathbalions
for the improvement and construction of roads behind the
battalion is not feasible. A forward commandsr cammoh Jook
¢ver hls shoulder ond has no commnication with the 3apperse



o

Se The markinz of roubes is of vital importance end
Provogst should move immedistely behind the leading infantry
comnanies. ‘

&y The Battalion’s own supnorting arms, l.€.,3" rortars,

M.7.38, and on cccasions 4.2 mortars were seldom used in
the sdvancses More use co:ld be made of these but with the
mumber of guns that were always at our dispossl; it wss
nu$ckew anJ more effective Lo use Artillery, the reason
for this veing the time taken to put the mortars in action
and to range in before firing for eifects During this
time the enemy would be able Lo gebawmy with very emall
1080 to himselr, while Artillery regimental shoteg were
brought down accurately on predicted targets in anproximately
hree minubes. More usc could have been made of smoke par-
tlcularly on the higher level, lece, qmmking off the high
ground on cur right filank during the day of the 27th when
ths Hun was obviounly uﬂing‘it_to direct his Artillery.

WEAPONS AMD wiUTPLIENT

1 Weapons wers sabisfactory and the advantags oI’ msn
being as lightly turde ned with equipment as possible ©o
suit the ﬁavnicvlsr battle was most evident. The old
vehlcles mﬂich we inherited from the 7th Armcured Division
are not dependable. A proalvldus smount ¢f maintenance.
snd repair had been done bo them and is continually belng
ﬁoﬁe but 16 is never cercain how many will get fronm A" Lo

BY

ADNTNTSPRATION

Due to the speed of the advance it was oftem lmpossible
for necessary suprlies and equipment to be brought up. In
order to correct this it is felt that more Provost Centrol
and proper prioritles would assist,.

INTERCOITIUNICATION

Wi“o]ess commmunications worked excoptliconally well atb
all %times. 1t is felt however that 1inse should be lsld atb
all times and particularly to leading battallons of the
brigede crossing cobstacles over which wireless vehicles
cannot be taken, & wirc-lsylhg party from Drigade must
acconmpany battelicn TAC lHeadquarters. The 38 set did not
prove satisfactory due to the fact that jarring puiz them
off freguency. This it 1s felt could be overcoms oy bebter
operatinge.

(b} WESTITINSTAR REGIMENT (Yeotory. (BExtract from Account given &
st 0F 7, 5 Cdn Arm Div, by I.Cey Yestmr Re and revised by
Lieut e=Cole G¢C. Corbould, 0.C.)

(This unit played an imvorbtant part in sstablishing the
bridgehead across the lielfa and suosequeatlg advanced iato the
Ceprano area, two coys being undor commend B.C.De;

.Euaa)uo...\‘ e

R The sucecess of the UELFA croscing was due largely to
boldness and speed as it caughlt the enemy off walante.
D 1t s esmential thet & special traffic cor+%01 be
laid on for s armoured %ruuxmthrouWh and that the columms
breaking through be ensured nrloleyo

Se A gultable typs of vekhiecle with good cross-country
peprforuance mvst be provided for towing anti-tank guns.
The portes 1s practically useless.
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4. Fach men carried a 78 grenade to which was affixed

u detonator and & short plecs of safety fuze. These wers
used to asaist them digsing sllt trenches and it ls felt
dure that a lar;s number ol cagsual were avoided by

vhe speed in which the troops g undsr ground.
5. It is felt that oLor Companies should not e placed
uneer cormiand of amoured 8agns bubt rather should be In
support, or the armoured Sgn in support of the lMotor Coy.
in thesc casoes the motor company would have one set on the
tatbalion net and another get on the Regimental or Sgn net.
It is Telt that had this been the case during the advance
on POWI B Coy could have 1zt the Bn Comd in on the pleture
and the town could have been captured by 1000 hrs. As 1t
was informatlion did not get back.

pe)
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3 CDN INF BDE COY, R.C.A.3.C. {Extracts from War Diary, May

Rl ¥ag: Supply Point opened at OBCOC hrs and saveral Units
weres walting to draw a. that time and came in steadlly
from then untll noon. Stragglers avrived during the early
afternoon but all Unite had been through by 1600 hrs.
21,355 rationa were issued throursh out thse day to Div Troops
and 3 Brigade giving tiem 2 dags! rations. To-morrow the
other two Brigades will draw 2 days' ratlons. Thls 1lsa &
very datisfadpry arrangement ag it mesns that only
the number of lorvies pass throuh the point each day and
sach Irigade drawg 2 days'! rations at one tiwms.

28 liay: A4 wmovie "Silver 3kates¥ was shown nsarby by the

TTTAuxiliary Services bubt as usual the generator broke down
ebout half way through the plature. It seems unfortunatse
that in many instences movies put on by Auxlllary 3ervices
can not he com-leted due to [faulty eguipment. It is the
opinion of o great many that better equlpment could and
zhould be sent up past the ITolding Tnits for a change.

6CE 0O 909G
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1 0dn Div.

OBSERATIONS (T.C.Vs.)
S Goelala CO7 =~ 21 & 22 Apr 44.

1o The followlin; ocbservations are forwarded with a view to
avoiding some of the more comon errors in future trecop carryling
asgignments.

{a) Flatoon Officer in charge of T.C.Ve. werse not ccnsulted
“reagarding thie loading of vehicles. In one case where
advice was offered, this was disregerded and the resull was
serious.

(b) Terpaulins were torn and cab roofs bashed in by the troops
belng carrled in the lorry.

{c) Careful survey should be made prior to move, and the
numveyr of vehlcleg actually reguired, bvoth for T.C.V3.
and beggage carrying purpeses, demanded.
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{a) Infanrﬂv Company Commander in one case, on & prio
wove, was nobt in the picture to' the extent he bbou 4
nave hesn.

{s) Dress when laid dewn by Bri-ade should be riglidly adhersd
to by all concerned.

2o The following suggesbions are respectfully submltted In
tha hops of corrscting the abovs faulta.

(2} That she A.3.0. Platoon Officer should be allowed oo
attend the Battalion 0 Group, where he would be glven
the opportunity of discussing loading with the Battallon
Tpoansport Officer,

(b} It iz felt that both (b & c¢) are synonymous In that careful
& loadins would greatly alleviate fault (b). Elghtesn men,
(¢) at the most, with skeleton equipment form a complets load

for & 3 tomner. For a long trip, to arrive fighting fit
fifrsesn should be used as & figurea Tt 4s understoul thet
swnety-nine men were loeded in some lorries, and 1l :Lis
is the case, 1t ir remarikeble thuﬁ any taepaulin, structure
or body L8 18l% on tho lerry ot 2ll. The welter fssie trat
in the case quoted, the men being Ltransported cannot o
vlamed Tor torn tarps or cab roofs being?ﬁahed in through
ren eitting on them. The nuwbsr losdsd wou 14 adeguatelw
explain the fanlt as Lt was really an eleven or fourtsen
men overllow,.

|

%

C"

/4y In the case guobted ene Coy Comd actually dlissmbugesd o
men and told the A.S5.C. Szt in charge the wmove wag com-
nleted. PFortunately, before the Sp* moved off the £

was corrected as st the time the Unit wee 30 to 50 wil

from the destinabtion. o serious result occurred, bah it
aould be termed a near wmiss. It Is emphesized that thls
seourred on a2 prlor o ove.

{@) hrivers from this Fometion were informed very delinitely
wnat would consitute proper dress and what would nov.
This wasg taken from Brizsds Orders. It ia felt that our
drivers obeyed very wexl but 4% is hard to explair ©o
Fhem why they camiot aaopz o nore free and easy dress,
on their own intitlative, when they see others dolrg s0.

a2

o The observatlons cutlined above are not meant as criblcisms
b sny means. hey are f9°wavu\d with the hope that in the fulure,
ws, ag an B£.3.C. Compeny, will be able to accomplish & better fob

the last and at the same time preserve the equlpment lssued o
in a better condition.

1igplayed by the Infantry in re-
vas 1ittle short of miraculous
A
S ¥

4o e menner and dlg
- -
They a&re to be Le 13

*Hrnint our vehiclesg ¢
ing to b
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(a} Ho.2 T.0.0,, R.2.A.0.C. {Zxtracts from VWar Diary, Ly, 1944

31 ez ~ There was a digouszsion bhetwsen 0.C. Lnls unit snd O0.C.

Wo. 1 Cén Reasarch Lab on the laboratory luvestigation
ve eases. The conclusion was reached that ,hvfu 3

cf post-cperati
svement in this field, especlally in the c¢ase of
1 N1

TOoY \or i@?
: b

wer casesz. On many occaslons whsre casualtlos ha&

amicus treatment, only examinatlon would provics

f@r further tre muw.nt,ﬂ th blood v blood preducits. In the
1S oJﬁuclul 5, 1t was of the ulmost L. crlance . .3T

283 Jdtf simnlc laboratory inveatigebions be carried oub. Specifizally,
hasmoolohin, hmedapo erit; % preobeins. Is as fell thatihks inresil=




gabion was rether beyond thy ability of the oxdinnry ltechalician of an F.D.S.
or C.0uB., although ks eould very enwily be trained, It was felt thut o
more qualificd tecbkmician should be avalleble for thesse investigaudions, and
that he should heve consiart pruaetice in his work. It wes Polt theld the
£ield trangfusion offiser was the logical person to intorprot the laboratory
findings and sdvise on pogt-operotive treatment as far as intravenous thoredy
wes concernsd.

This conception of the role of an F.T.U, wonld demani from am

0.0, an P.T.U, a considorable sxperiepee in laboratory procadure, amd would
require sums mwmodifieetion in the establishuont of an ¥ePoU. Ia oxfer f0o fept
the proetivility of the above conceptions, it was ervenged that Fo. 1 Cdn
Resgarolh Labd supply tkis unit with {ke fundamenial mpans for earrying oné
gogortial lad procedurss., It was decided that the follicming deteorminations
ghowld Yo within the scope of this oxperiment:

l. Eesmoglobin 2. Enomatocrit

3. Feema protein 4o Toterve index:

REPORT ON ACTIVITIES FOR MONTE OF MAY 44

Ii?tmabw of transfusions given: 76

ameount of intrawenous fluids used: Vkoels blood w P8 pinta.
Plomea w P4 W
Cryatalleides ~ 315 @
188 #

Averags bLlood smd plesma per cosualty: 2,8 pinte.
Remorls 2

Wiile the above figures inclwdes sll casuzli{ies passing through the
vopugsolitation ward, ihe treatmont of about 3¢ more cesss was supervised by
this unit onr ono day (23 May) when it was found impoosibls to acoommndate all
slmigsions requiring resuzciiation im ths ward sssigned for thed purpess. ot
onn these during the carly afternooz, in eddition to 11 cases im being trsated
in raousc,, thers wore 20 cages undergoing active treatmsnt ix other wards.
¥any of thome were f£it for svacnation ufter treatment of theiyr ckock, olhers
wers sont for aurgery without actuemlly pessing thvough the reosuse ward. On
thie dny, 25, gonerelly the mot sovere coses, were trested by this upil iwn a
12 kour pariod,

&, From 23 May until the oxd of the month, No. 1 Cdn Researsh Lab

lwes attacked) to me FoDo 8¢, witk which tRis unit worked. The J&t toam,

in eddition to osyrving out invasiigniions oz shoek, co~OpeTated extrozsly
well in carrying out certain leb invesiigatiors of a more or less routins
pature on eorvain post-op sasos., Thaeso iuncluded determination of the bhioced
proteina, heomogiobia, amd heemptocrii readings by tke relatively simple coTrwp
gulpkate meshod, and blood bilirubin. It was feli 4het¢ espesially in the case
of buras this wes of very great assistance in treatisg these ceses., In ome
cone ot loast, kuowledge of the blood gtatus probably seved ths 1ife of %he
patient, who kad been gzeverely burx:d. Ia other osses, the ckoice of iatya-
vomous thorapy wes eble to be meds on meve ceriels grourds than hes ofben.
bosr the case im the paat.

In view of tie demovetraticn of the practibility of these simple -
lab investigatioms, it 1s felt that their use shkould bs greatly sxiended.
It sppeers to @ undersigusd thot the role of an F.T.U, shonld te enlarged o
inelvde thic type of imventigution, end place the treatmernt of cortain pogte
op coses on a morsd solid foundetlion than hes been im the pest. The vemsons
for this belilef are a8 Pollowss

a) An 0.C. a F.ToU. gh0uld bs more convorsent Witk the blochsmistry
of blood than the qverage medical officer of an F.D.S., where moat of %he
advanced surgery 1z performed.



b) Whils & txassfusion officer will probebly te sagaged full
tins in the rosuse word during the eurly stages afler the ¢peming of
an advarced surgleel contre, alter the initiel B4 hrs or o he shkovid
be gble to devols mwe time to eonsideration of pout-op problems.

Tes F.D.S. should by able to mwovide mliaf for goneral supervision of
active resunolifation in that camse.

a) B¢ eptebliskment »f en ¥F.T.U. might te imorsascd by the
aféiition of zm ovdexiy whe woald be tralned 4im the lab techaie, 28 well
a8 beling employsd iz the resuzs ward during astive perlods, It is feld
that this would be preferabls to kaving ell F.D.S. techniclans trained
and mads rsaponsiblie, a5 they are usually kept quite busy doing more
routive work, and wonld mot b able te have sufficisntly comstant practics
%o mekeo them roally ckilied.

) Am B.T.U. iz usaslly sttacked €0 an FoDeS. when this lad work
wordd bo required, snd by providing it widk the nesessery duplicotiom of
souivment, This equipmsnt might prove to be rather more extemsive thas
first impresselony sugsast.

% With the etopperation of Ho. 1 Cdn Research Iad the w/s proposss
e fry and work out a feamibls soluticn of the prodlem, ot lsest ax far ag
sonipmend and resgsnts ere sancernsd.

3. In the light of pest experience, it wes felts that the additionm of
one xope oxderly would snable am F.T.U. o eapry out its duties wmueh more
efflcisntly then osly 2 orderiies. Im all bul the most abmormel, the exira
orilarly enables om F.T.U. 0 taks complete chavgs of vemune for the 24 kr.
prriod. Twe DoD3:. 1 Cén Corpes cgread to this, axd the ordesrliy chosen
srrived about & hrs latev, '

%o REFQ INERATOR

Lals kos boos o souvees of griel for sevaral weeks, axd only onr Taiw
ocessions kes 1% funetiocnsd properly,

The vls iz Reextily of the opimion thei the refrigeradion equipment
of eo Fo0oU. abould b lnvepltigated by an authority om the subject, with thm
viow of obltelining & mre efficient, more reliable, amd more compscd Hype
8f plemty

5. SUPHLINS

Thoes R&Fe Toop very wsll bendled, sad there has Doen sunellond
linizon on o part of the sévamced blood bamk. Poseidly the question of
suppling might 1o swéa easioy 1 individual F.T.Us. wors izformed of tho
suvimats of the mumber of sapusliies ty the medicel survices before au aobdion
atarted. s this applisd in purtiouler t0 the guantily of vhole tlaod It showld
ansure having on hand.

¢

8. Uno of biood woluets iv idvanced Medissl Units.

The use of plecmm eppesrs o b increasine, and quite 3 mmmber of
ense wors ofaitded to resuse werd whe hod ked pleswme forwerd, usually
vk a deip sontinued in the sminliamos car, 01 several ocsesioms the hLotdle
bad boen finlshed befope srvivel ot the alv surglcsi cerire, btubt the nesdls
Bad pot besn mmovel. It ds Lol thad olther oxtra dotiles skould be supplisd
o ensive & contimuadion of the drip for the whols jourmey, or ordevlies be
isehppoted S0 removs the needle whaa the bottle iz Pinlshsd.

Waole blood bes beern Mqusited on several occasions by Fleld amb-
niamess. IR vidw of gtorags Lirsisalties, enmd the L2et thet plesms I8 com-
sidorsd am sdegendte Lifo-saving twesure, it iz el that dsfinite lnmtruntion:n
aivindd be glvow bawxing ke voe oFf whols Bleod shkend of su Ade Sucmical,
Convre, whare LY will bo swailabic 7ith ap P90,
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‘b 2 LT PD A¥B, R.C.A,.M,C., (Exirsct from War Diary, Msy 1944),

MELTCAYL ARRANGINMENTS

BATTLE OF THE LIRI VALLEY

GV RAL PLAN

2 Cdn Lt Pd Amb was under commend of A,D,M.S. 8 Ind Div, A
single routs of evacuation from the lsvel of a field A.D.5. %o
base hospital installations was arranged. One central A,D.S.
cleared all sections te & main M.D.3. Prom the Battle M.D.S.
casualtiss were cleared to a Field C,0.S.;, or to a Clearing
Fost at CAPUA to be aorted, - Cdn Ind Brit N.Z. casualties to

respective General Hospltals. Ambulance cars from the sections
were off-lcaded at the forward A,D.S,, and returned to the
sectlons, M.D.S, of units wers used, one &as a battle ¥.D.3.
and the others in reserve holdlng casusl sick.

1L CDN ARMD BDE PLAN

One sectlon was attacied to each Armd Regiment. Three
roints were recognized, namely:

1., The R.M.O.
2, The Car Post of the Field 2mb Section.
3. The Section of Field Awmbulence,

Locatlons;

The R.M.0., was, as a rule at the regiment TAC HG., The
section complete, generally with lorward elements of A
Echelon of regiment, The Car Post where required as far [orward
of sections as was practical,

Vovement forward developed as fcllows: When the R.M.0,
moved forward, his RAP site immediately became & Car Posth
In some cases, only a stretchar-jeep could be used, in others
light ambulance cars were sent up. When the R.M.0, moved
forward a second time, hls second RAP site became the Car Post
and the section moved forward to hias firat RAP location. In
many cases it was obvious that a Car Post would be unnecessary,
80 where possible, the section moved complete to the RAP
location, The responsibility of sitinz the section was that
of the section commander in close lialson with the regiment
commander In order to maeke the most use of forward information
and with du- respect to the OPS arrangements,

Secticn Scales

In view of the fact that there might be timss when the
services of a sectiocn forward would be required but the si-
tuation would not a2llow either or both light ambulance cars
and section lorry forward, & light scale and an assault scale
were declded upon, Both were designed to carry on for short
periods, The N.D.S, of thls smbulance was used to hold casual
gsick end minor battle casuvaltles of the brigade.

Distribution of Duties

0.C, 2 Cdn Lt Fd Amb wes located at Rear Bde H.H, for the
pericd of operations.

2 1/c was at unlt AZ in charge of administration,
%.0., 1/c at M.D.S. with unit H.Q.
M,0, 2ections - with sections.
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Bections were attashed se follows:

"AY aoetlon with 14 Cei:Fo

Y gection with 12 Co.ielie

"CU gection with 11 CeAF.

"D mection with 6th Lancers,

in the cass of Ay 3 & C sectbions, the sectiona at
flrat followsd closely with A-L Hchelons of respectlve wnits.
his was fownd in every camse %o he Loo far back to be of most
value to the rsgiment, It was then decided to follow the TAC
A as closely as posslble. This iavolvad the greatsr uas
af Gar posts and light or assault scale sections which howe
avsy proved practleal. The 6th Lancers were in 2 diversicnary
role end the gectlion was returned Lo ressrve ~ held ab Rean
Sde Hade after tivree days Later, 1t was nenes 380y to rsplace
C" ssction with il C.ae h49 with D gsection, a2z C hsd a bed
swe daye and the officer in charge hod suffered minor blash
injuries,

HReplacewsnt of the K.l 0. ld Cedabo was pequired,
'A" gscetion 1.0. went forward to the regiment, "DY ssction
0, took over "A" sectlon znd the LeVs 2 Tch gave authority
30 ToUeae the Tralning Increment officer who w@nt uo to WO
section. The 0. .0. was replaced in 15 minutes, "DV zection
e peplaced in tWo hourse.

Jlesring to forward £3D530 made Tor very short hauls
Yy zectlon arbulance zars which r vul* 5i In more cars forward
and o twcrovvn knomlﬁéﬂe oI roate DYy arivers, Yaps wers
found nractically useless around the JAPINO and the trafrfis
moute dlagr&ma wers substltubted for anbulance car drivers.

The zinple-=line evacuation worksd well and ail Cdn :
sasgualiles reached a Cdn C.0.3., CGeneral liospital or Specizl
Tcspltﬂ¢ ir remarksble shorit tlime. Con_eqaant poecling of
eAsCa cars aralin provided maximum number of cars forward.
By following the plan of usins nrovicus sites of N.A4.Pz.
ootz awbuleance and regimental osrscnnel wers, in most cases,
gquite Tamiliar with locatlona.

vion of 0.0. o% Hear Bds . made for ecloser
Bolsfe & Q0700 and 2elial o2 8tk Indian Div snd
) o

Loc
f PRXEr)
Pol of secticonsa,

8
Yaison wit
sighter con

The loostion of the .D.3., scme diztance in the rear
of Hegr 'de I.3. resulted in ths serviges of this part of
the unit being logt to the 3de to & great desree,

iy

Frst ald trairing in the Bée is obviously ¢f the
aighesy order and In & great wany cesss casuvalties reguired
ao revision of dressings u? gplints when they Tirst reached
an 0. Coapulants were used in scme burns dbut these olntments
::
-

are heint raylaced by suln“a oint in all kits. It would

apy@mf thal a wet shall or flrast LG Arcessing ls the Zdenl
first old treshment of hmﬁnﬂa
NN

tetributlon and tynes of cesusliles svacuated by
sactions shown In g TR0

'

rp

Iy vortaln cases Lovmer Jermen dug-outs wore used by
ey = F e e LR ¥ - - Y g T e s e o
sections,  Ihese wers mostly bopby-treoped; as a resnlt of a
racent ¢o 318 alven by our own By trhese were nesutralized
vy gection pevsonnal.



n gome cases ithe gechion L.U. Deld L
information shau¢d heve been supplled by the N@giwewﬁ@ ﬂl s naw
cbhviously an oversighbe.

OB SLR VA TTONS ’

1 Single line of evacustlon through %o bass speeded up
evacuation, reiurned Gdns te Cin installetions and
made more car:z avallable Torward.

Ze Traces and or 1:28C00 scale maps are necesssyy (or Aub
cayr drivers.

Se Cactions should be gited in relation to Roliels Tathor
than Ael Dchoslons.

4. NeDeSs raunt bo zited at least as far forvward ss Rear bde
Hels to o of fuvill value to formatlore

S paseult and Lioht scale for wsotblcone proved mosh useful
and practlcala

L)“'

& eginenss shou 4 ~  y as sweh informeiion ag possibl
LO Szetion 1.0:

T Standerd plan for forwerd nwves of zectioms snd caw poshs
£8 & rontine La raeummmnuedu

B 0s3. Jocated ab Reor Béo Heve nade for cloasr llalsen and
contirole

Q¢ fralning Incrament fTicer ia donirable to supply Lmedlate
vepliacement 57 el pdauulumes@

. 10 a1l ecagulent burn intments ars to be vithdiawm. Pirst
ald training Jor buon treatuent $o he limiited bo web
sheil ow field dregsing

o @

1ic “he pvo“l“m of R/T commmmice.hion botween Sectisn G.C. or
Unit leds presents Lt;@lf arnd ls wnder consideratlon by
Hrigacde S5icnalg.
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APPLUDIN "ph

I Cshello Can Br Ingd P,
llead 5 ) 7 -
Che st 7. 3 3 2 2
abdonmen - 5 w{3%) w 1
Buttocks - 3 5 1 1
Upper ixtrenities 12 7 12 1 ;T-
Lower Lxtremities 17 9 11 3 3
llultiple 7 » = 20 1
Burns 5 g P v B
ixhaustion 2 4 18 = 2
Sick 48 4 22 - o
Totsl 111 43 108 35 8

Total

- 305




