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1, Further to my 24/4:T/1/4 (Hist), dated 21

Jul 44, attached arc further extracts from Homoranda
dealing with the operations of (Canadian formations
and units in tho Hediterrancan Arca,

2a Tho present scries consists entirely of the
toxt of the report of H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps on the
operations in the Liri Valley, 15 May - 4 Jun 44.

Se These extracts.are circulated for general
information only, and opinions stated are not to be
considered as necezsarily cxpressions of official
doctrine,

(XK. Stuart) Lieut-General
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CANADTAN OFERATIONS TN THE MEDITERANEAN AREA

MAY - JUEN 1944

EXTRACTS FROM MTMORANDA

(SERIES 23)

1. THE LIRI VALLLY BATTILE: 1 €DN CORPS NARRATIVE OF EVENTS
(APPENDICES OMITTED) . ]

Part I THE PLAN

1. The _gen plan for 1 Cdn Corps in the battle of the LIRI
Valley was

(a) To relieve fmns of 13 Corps operating in the left
sector of the LIRI Valley.

(b} To adv to the INITLTN Linc in conjunc with 13 Corps.
(c) If necessary, to break through -the HITLER Line.
(d) To exploit in the dircction of FROSINONE.

Part II APPR OAFH T0 THE HITLER LINE

2 This report intends to show how the various phases of

the battle developed from orders and instrs issued by HQ 1 Cdn
Corps. In some cases 1t may seem from the dates that instrs and
orders wore issucd rather late, but normally the written orders
were confirmatiorn of verbal orders issued direct by GOC 1 Cdn
Jorps tothe ((s0C 1 Cdn Inf Div and 5 Cdn Armd Div.

3. On the 15 Moy 44 orders were issued in 1 Cdn Corps

Ops Instr No £ (4Appx 'A') for 1 'Cdn Inf Div to relieve 8 Ind
Div to be prepared to pass through them on the line they had
recachecd by first light 16 May, and to continue to ADOLPH
HITLER Line. One Inf bde gp was to be prepared to move across
the R GARI from 1200 hrs 15 May. In order to ascist in this
mov 1 Cdn Inf Div Engrs were or lercd to conntruct at Cl1 40 br
arcas 8711385 to be known as Quebec br.

4. - It was decided betwcen Comds 1 Cdn Inf Div and 8 Ind
Div that 1 Cdn Inf Bdo wonld rolievs 19 Inf Bde night 15/16
May on line PIONA™; SCUTH to the LLIRO. The move commenced
at 1500 hrs 15 May and the rulief was completed that night
without incident. In the mcantime it was arranged that 3
Cdn Inf Bde relieve 21 Ind Inf Bde night 16/17 May, comd to
pans tentatively midnight 17 May from € Ind Div to 1 Cdn Inf
Div. This relief was carried out without incident and comd
actually passed at 2215 hrs night 16/17 May.
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Dlfe The bridzing op was not so guccessful as it might have
been.  York commoenced at 1430 hrs 15 May and was completed at
1¢50 hrea, but approaches were bad so it could only be considered
aa a CL 9 br and opencd fer traffic at 2000 hrs 15 May.

A, During 16 May 1 Odn Inf BEde adv to the SPALLE BASSE and
on 17 and 18 May both Ddes made steady progress against enemy
rocsistance. Both Rdes had formed a hrhead over the FORME D'AQUINO
bafore dark 18 May, whoro thoy consolidated and patrolled strongly.
During this pharce numerous prisoncre wore taken. 1 Cdn Inf Div
Zngrs constructod two 30" S8 Baileys across LE TORME DYAQUINQO at
0774177 and G770174, and a 60' NS Bailcoy at G7831 3.

7. 1 Cdn Corps Op Tnatr Mo 9 was ilssued at 2220 hrs

(Appx 'B') 17 May 44 to the effect that 1 Cdn Corps was t o adv,
breach the J1ITIIR Line and exploit towards FROSINONE. 1 Cdn Inf
Div were to press on vigoronsly to close on the HITIER Line, and to
clear an arca approx 8314 for 11 Cdn Inf Rde Gp which was to come
under comd 1 Cdn Inf Div. In order to comply, 5 Cdn Armd Div

were to have 11 Cdn Inf Bde Gp rcady to move fwd and the hde was to
he preparcd bt o relieve 3 Cdn Ini Lidc. Comd of the sector would

Fa

pass to & Cdn Armd Div on completion of relief.

8. 11 Cdn Inf Bde moved to and concentrated in an area
on the near side of the FOEME D'AQUINO but the relief of 3 Cdn
Inf Bde was NCOT carried out.

OE On 19 May 1 and 3 Bdes made contact with the defs of

the ADOLFH HITIER Linc and intensive recess were ordered. Three
alditional brs were constructed over the FORME D'AQUINO, a 20ft

and 30 £ 88 at G790151 and a 50 £t S8 at G777158. This meant that
three routes werc now opounend beyond this obstacle.,

Part TTT =~ VITLER LINE - THE BREAK IN

10. The p]an for breaching of the HITIER Line was
orginally iscved on 20 Yay 44 in 1 Cdn Corps Op Instr - No. 10
(att Appx 'C'). The objeet was that 1 Cdn Corps would breach

the TTITLER Line and exploit -towards CLPRANC. 1 Cdn Inf Div

was ordercd to mare the breach on night P1/22 May .or early 22 May,
5 Cdn Armd Div were to be pnasitioned to sp with all available
regources and to be prepared to pass throumh the breach and
oxplnlt tomards CF”?AV“ In the meantime 1 Cdn Inf Div were

to dominate WO NAW'S LAND,. prevent further enemy wiring or

mining, keep encmy in a thto of tension and recce minefds and

sunitable nlaces for gappin employing snakes.
11. Plang were slightly changed as a result of discussion and

recce and Corps orders vaere lssved verbally at 1400 hrs 20 May.
These were confirmed in tho forr of*l Cdn Corps 00 No 1 issued on
22 lVay 44 (Appx 'D'). The op was to be called 'CHESTERFIELD!

and would h¢ carried ont in two phascs. In the first phase 1 Cdn
Inf Div wore to breach through the HITLER Line and secure the high
ground apprrox 1000 yds beyond, with a view to fanning outwards to
destroy tho cnomy. In phase two 5 Cdn Armd Div would pass through
1 Cdn Inf Div and seize crossings over the R MELFA with a view to
exploiting towards CEPRAVO. It was decided snakes would NOT be
used., H hr was =sot Tor 0600 hrs on 23 May.
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12, As a prellminary to 'CHESTERFIELD' the GOC 1 Cdn

Inf Div decided to test the strength of the HITLER Line on
the left, He positioned 4 PLDg between the rd PONTECORVO-
PIGHATARO &and the LIRI night 20/21 May. This unit had con-
siderable success on 21 Mav so it was decided that 1l Gdn Inf
Bde would attack the HITLER Line at 100 hrs 22 May, moving
approx due NORTH, with the 73 BASTING as the axis, If this
was successful 2 Cdn Inf Bde could be passed through and re-
sults ohtained riore quickly, and at less cost, than waiting
for 'CHESTERFIELD!. However, though both the 4 PLDG and 1
Cdn Inf Bde met with some success, 1t was not enough to
warrant changing the 'CHISTERFIELD! plan,

13. At 0600 hrs 23 llay the attack on the ADOLPH HITLER
Line comrenced, By 1300 hrs it appeared that 2 Cdn Inf Bde
had made some progress but were not at all ffrm. OM the
other hand the CARLT and YORK, leading bn of 3 Cdn Inf Bde
had got their first objective, and some progress was being
made in 1 Cdn Inf Bde sector on their left. Accordingly the
GOC 1 Cdn Inf Div ordered the second rhase of the attack

to be carried out on the 3 Cdn Inf Bde front using R2Z2eR,
VEST NSR and 12 Cdn Arnd Regt., This attack went in at 1650
hrs and met with cutstanding success, as enemy res were
caught on the move in the open. By 1800 hrs it was clear
that the breach was successfully made and ‘held, Terrific
damage was inflicted on the enemy, prisoners alone numbering
700, At 1730 hrs verbal orders were issued to 5 Cdn Arm
Div to pass through, llowever, due to rain and difficult
tracks 1t was not poss ible for their adv beyond the brhead
to begin that night,

Part IV - HITL.CR LINE -~ THRE BREAK THROUGH

14, 5 Cdn Armnd Div intended to commence the break through
at 0600 hrs 24 May, but due to difficulties in getting the
armour into posn it was delaved until 0800 hrs. Once the’
battle did start it was completely successful. 5 Cdn Armd Bde
with the Ir RC under comd was divided into grs. The first gp
consisted o the BED and the Ir RC and the second gp L4SH and
WESTIMR R., Flanking protection was provided by GGHG,

1s5. The first gp reached area LMANGINI and although they

were not lirmed up the second gp was ordered through to the
MELFA R. The ITLFA was reached by 15680 hrs but tks were

unable to get across owing to steepness of banks. Some elements
of the VESTIR R munaged to get over however. During this

phase several enemy tks, PANTIUTRS and SP guns were knocked

out and nunggous prisoners talten. Our own tk cas were hy
however, although the inf suffered very little.

Part V -~ FPURTHER OPS IN LIRI VALLEY

16, At 1800 hrs 24 lay, 1 Cdn Corps Op Instr No 11 {Appx
'E') was issued. It ordered 1 Cdn Inf Div to press on
vigorously on the present axis and cross the R MELFA as soon
as possible mopping up enemy en route, 5 Cdn Arm-Div were
ordered to carry out two tasks. The firstws to ‘organize a
strong brhegd ower ‘the MELI'A night 24/25 May with a view to
moving 25 lay. en .CEPRANO., The second task was to block as
many crossings over the R MNBLFA and prevent the escape of as
many enemy as poss ible,
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17. 1 Cdn Inf Div had already been conforming with this by moving

& mixed force on the left of 5 Cdn Armd Div to the MCLFA and succesdsd
in establishing a brhead by I'irst light 25 lay.

RS 5 Cdn Arnd Div slthourh it had elements across the MELFA did
not est a {irm brhead that night owing to difficulties of ground but

Teed up an attack to press at first light, This was carried out by
sic Ir Re and WESTIR R and the brhead was firmly established by 1235

hl -
D3,

19. Two brs were constructed over the MELFA night 24/25, one 1in
sach div's sector.

20. At 1630 hrs the OB HIGHRS supported by 8 NBH passed through
the brhead formed by 5 Cdn Arwmd Div and by nightfall were approx
1500 to 2000 yds shead. lHere they were ordered to firm up and the
FPERTH R moved up on their left to complete the extension,

21, The next morning (26 lay) the eadv was continued with CB HIGHRS
end one sqn 8 B right and PERTHI R with one sqn 8 NBH left. This
adv was very slow dues to difficult terrain, and tks and supporting
arms were unavle to keep up with the inf., The result was that al-
thotzn 11 Cdn Inf Bde had exwectod to be in CEPRANO by nightfall,
L7 only reached & line 6232081-610270-619260-620257 and were
ordered to est a Iirm base there. The Ir RC were to send patrols
v ecce croszings of tiie LIRI R and il possible to mop up CEPRANO
e s night., '

2E. In the meantime, 1 Cdn Ini Div conforming on the left had
posihed fwd on foot and managed to est a brhead across the R SACCO
.1 of CEPRANO Sta, night 26/27 Hay. Uo bridging could be got
T oduring 27 llay due to eneny shelling and mortaring,

4 1 Cdn Corps Op Instr No 12, appx "E"™ was issued at 1125 hrs,
26 Hay. 1 Cdn Corps was to continue the adv on gen axis CEPRANO-

21 ~ FROSIUONL and destrov as many emeny as possilde, First objec-
tive wag tiie lateral rd COPRANO - STAZ DI CEPRANO 6024, Second gb jec~-
tive was the rd POXT - STAX POFPI CASTRO 5026. When the first ebjective,
was reuached X Cdn Inf Div werc to come into res and 5 Cdn Armd Div '
werc to continue on,

24. Night 26/27 patrols of Ir RC recced the LIRI R near CEPRANO
and fiound the river deep and swift. Sone natrols got into CEPRANO
by swimming across «xnud reported the town unoccupied,

25 1 Cdn Inf Div having crossed the R SACCO in sq 6023 during
the night 26/27, completed a Cl 40 br night 27/28 llay and remained
in that area. :

ne. AT 0600 hrs 27 May PERTH R made an assault boat crossing of
ciz R LIRI. They ensountered opposition and the brhead was not deep
b the crossing continued until the whole bn was across. The CB
ghrs fellowed at 1630 hrs und during the night both bns formed

vy Lor an assault at first light, 28 lMay 44,

=7 A br was comrieneed across the R LIRI'at‘GOQZGO at 2330 hrs
27 May, but wvas not opened until 1730 hrs 28 May which held up the
adv somewihat,

PART VI -= OPS BIYOND CEPRANO ¢

28, 1 Cdn Corps op Instr Ho 13 was issued at 2035 hrs 27 May,
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(Appx "g"). It ordered 5 Cdn Armd Div to continue the adv on 28
May, to secure line MAIDA (rd POFI - STAZ POFI CASTRA 5026). When
5 ¢dn Armd Div had passed through 1 ¢dn Inf Div would come into
Corps res. TRarly 28 May 44 11 Cdn Inf Rde adv to the 58 EASTING on
a two bn front and consolidated to form a strong brhead. As the br

RALACLAVA (602260) was not completed supporting weapons were rafted
across under continuous shellfire.,

2IEN Some difficulty occurred when Army ordered that BALACLAVA br
cv. completion would be used exclusively by 78 Div. This seriously

alfected the plan of 5 Cdn Armd Div but sultable arrangements were
mutually made with 78 Div. The br was completed at 1750 hrs and the
f echs of the inf kas were taken across. :

30, At 0030 hrs 29 lay 1nstrs were issued in 1 Cdn Corps Op Instr
No .14 (Appx "H"): 5 Cdn Armd Div were to press fwd vigorously,
regain contact with the enemy and drive in his rear gds. One inf

bde gp from 1 Cdn Inf Div was to move to and come under comd of S
Cdn Armd Div on the afternoon 29 May 44 relieving 11 Cdn Inf Bde

on arrival. A second bde gp would move fwd on the afternoon 30 May
and 5 ¢dn Armd Bde would be withdrawn. The comd of the sector would
pass-to 1 Cdn Inf Div who would continue theadv beyond FROSINONE

on the axis of Highway 6.

3L, At 0500 hrs 29 May 5 Cdn Armd-"de commenced to cross. the LIRI
using BATACIAVA br and by 1120 hrs the leading elements had reached
PJ#T. At 1250 hrs 11 Cdn Inf Bde was ordered to follow and by last
1ight elements of the Armd Bde were WEST and NOR™H of POFI and the
Inf Rde were in and around POPFI:

Ixd

B 5 Cdn Armd Dlv plan for 30 May was for the armour to push ahead
ard capture TOM (488333) DICK {464323) and HARRY (475355) to be
foilowed immediately by the inf. As 1t turned out the armour had
dif?iculty in getting .over obstacles but the inf pushed ahead and
occupied TOM and DICK ‘at approx 1030 hrs. The Armour joined them
later. :

335 . Enemy tks were reported in area 4934 and were successfully
engaged by 2 Cdn Armd Reght (LASH) who .remained astride Highway
that night. 1In’ the meantime 5 Cdn Armd Regt (8 NBH) contacted
the French at. CECCANC and moved fwd NW of that town. They made
little progress due to mines and laagered that night protected by
WESTMR R

o4. In the meantime 2 Cdn Inf Bde during the day moved through 11
Cdn Inf Bde and took up posns areas 4535- 4632. 2 Cdn Inf Bde took
over from 1l Cdn Inf Bde at 2010 hrs 30 May. Comd of the sector
passed from 5 Cdn Armd Div to- 1 Cdn Inf Div at 0615 hrs 31 May.

35. at 1140 hrs 31 May, 1 Cdn Corps Op Instr No 15 was issued

. (Appx "J"), L Cdn Corps would secure the line FROSINONE 4637-
TOMACETLLA 4034 and continue the adv on the axis of Highway 6 towards
VAILWONTONE. 1 Cdn Inf Div were to lead while 5 Cdn Armd Div
remalned in res. One inf bde gp of 6 SA Armd Div with a regt of tks
was to move fwd 1 Jun and come under comd 1 Cdn Inf Div. . A second
bde gp also with an armd regt was to move fwd 3 Jun at which time
comd would pass to 6 SA Armd Dive

56, On 31 May 44 2 Cdn Inf Bde patrolled beyond FROSINONE and
found no opposition. On 1 Jun they were firmly established in and

around FROSINONE . -In the meantime 1 Cdn Inf Bde had moved up on
their left.
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37 . The general plan of GOC 1 Cdn Inf Div was for 1 Cdn Inf Bde
with 4 PIDG to capture the high ground FERENTINO, and 2 Cdn Inf Bde
to cappure M RADICINO. On 2 Jun 12 SA Bde would adv along the SACCO
R and take the high ground in sq 3143 - 3243 - 3142 - 3242. The
following day 24 Gds Bde Gp would move fwd and responsibility of
sector would pass to 6 SA Armd Div. S

3, On 1 Jun the L EDMN R commenced the attack on M RADACINO and
arter some fighting occupied the objective completely by 0050 hrs

2 Jun. Namerous prisoners were taken, This was the last fighting in
which 2 Cdn Inf Bde took part., i

32, 1 Cdn Tnf Bde had some difficulty getting fwd due to hy mortar-
ing .and mining of rds and tracks, but by noon 2 Jun were well estab-
lished with the RCR in FERENTINO, 48 HIGHRS 3848 - 3743, HAST and PER
5742 - 3841.

e

e

40, At 2210 hrs 2 Jun 44 1 Cdn Corps Op Or:ier No 2 was issued
(Appx "K") 1 Cdn Corps were to contlnue to attack the enemy and
press on to the NW. In 1 Cdn Inf Div, 1 Cdn Inf Bde was to capture
the high ground about ANAGNI 2949 and ezt a firm base, 4 Cdn Recce Regt
(4PLDG) was to secure the stream crossing 264481, and one bn of 2

Cdn Inf bde was to move to FERENTINO 3743 and patrol towards FUMONE
4.47. In 6 SA Armd Div, 24 Gds Bde QGp were to pass through 1 Cdn

Inf Bde on axis FERENTINO -~ rd junc 336463 - ACUTQ 3154 - PIGLIO

2358 and patrol to FIUGGI 3565. One bn gp were to adv through

ARACNT towards!PADIANO 2166. , and contact patrols were to be made with
FEC on left flank by patrols from 1 Cdn Armd C Regt (RCD), a sqn of
which was under comd. Comd of the sector was to pass from 1 Cdn Inf

Liv to 6 SA Armd Div at a time to be arranged mutually by Comds
concerned.

471 . 1l Cdn Inf Bde Gp pushed fwd towards ANAGNI and by noon 3 Jun
were establishagd as follows:

4 PIDG 2348 - 2847 - 3346 - 2649
48 Highrs. 3148 - 3149
Hast & PER 2847 -~ 2948 - 2947

This was the limit of their adv.

42, « In the meantime 12 SA Bde had been advancing and at 0815 hrs

4 Jun reported the capture of PALIANO 2156. On 3 Jun 44 24 (Gds Bde
passed through 1 Cdn Inf Bde in the ANAGNI area and advanced to
268507 where a blown br halted the coln and enemy was again contacted.

43. The adv by the 6 SA Armd Div and 1 Cdn Inf Bde was greatly
hampered by blown brs and craters which considerably extended the
engr resources. During this period, the SA engrs built three Balley
brs, one of them 130 ft long, and the (Cdn engrs built two.

44, 1 ¢cdn Corps Op Instr No 16 was issued at 1745 hrs 4 Jun 44.
(Appx "L™). 6 SA Armd Div passed from under comd 1 Cdn Corps to

13 Corps. All fmns and units of 1 Cdn Corps were ordered to stand
fast in present posns until further orders. The Corps came into Army
res, and took no further part in the fighting.



T "SWT - PIECE" ATPACK : LiSSONS ROM THE BRUAKTHROUGH OF THE
HITLER LIt (RO 1.4.L GO COXPS).

TIFVRODUCTION

1. Mogt of the lessong which Tfollow merely .confirm the experience
of attacks on fortified nosng, both. in this war and in the last.

Coriie ﬁencralT“ were aware ol uhe principles which shonld have been
f51lowed, tut the circumstances and gen giluation at the time of

e attack (ac WLll be einlained below) were such that there was no
time for sowme measures and nreparations which would have been desirable
ardt others wore overloo“eu or ignored.

U ARAL STTUATION A MICTING T70: OP

. On the 10t ilay, POLILM Corps had captured the MOINTECASSINO
TCING MRY and helights to tlie 17, finally bre aking the stubborn
rasLUbance of the 1 Para Div in this sector, wblch had long

provided a hinze for the Jdof of the LIRI Vallev.

AR

On the 20 amc 21 ilaw, 1 DMI of the FEC advanced to MONTE DEL
8314 and I"0I7 [ LAUCIO G717 , turned the EITLER Line from
60L2 to the LIRI vriver m 4 advanced to the suburb of
ih RVO on the i3T bank of the LIRI o d various Dts on the river
e lhﬁ, ‘uL:uo_

4. The Int Lnﬁicateg hat the enewny had no fresh tps with which
to rarrison the HITLIR line between AUINO and PONTIZCORVO, but would
hﬂVu to rely on the 361 GR, to~ethcr with elements of obher frns
“iilch had been thrown into the fight in the LIRI Valley, and had

N roughly handled by 13 Corms and ourselves.

T Thus, the HITLER line, broken loose at both ends, scareely
anntared to be tenable, and lt was considered hishly ppobable that
t?‘,ﬁneﬂ“ would withdraw frowm it bhefore the 23 May, which was the

Javo scleeted for the atltack.

G Tro of the ops, however, was to destroy the eneny
forces onvosin: us, or at least, cxert hy pressure on thom until
bire attack ont of the AITIO brhead could take eflfect, and for this
reason 1t vas imnortant to brin~ him to battle and to strike him -
setie hlor.

7 Dalanced avainst thic wac the hone that he could be turned
out ol the HITLZR llrk Je) Drescurc from the Ilanks, since a frontal
iv co

attack was bound to be relatb stly in nen and tks if the def

wers at all well orgsanized.

8o On 21 May, the 4 Cdn Recce Regt (4 PLDG) were able to senet-
rate the IITLIER Linc near the LIRI aad to elear a certain number

of defended works, The zorison in t‘ls portlon comprised .
porsonnel of a rI't bn who vere not willing to fight. <his success

A 0 *Hc fact that the French in light str had bJ this time arrived
the LIRI practically all zlong as far as 6917 indicated that

the lince might be turncd from thi flank by an attack directed

; ORTHJARDS on thehigh ground pt 106 in s uware 7317. Such an

astack was made by tbu 43 TIGHRS sunnorted by a sqgn of tks on 22

Har. The intention was, i the enemy def in this sector proved to
b as disorzanized and weax as had appeared from the previous day's
|1“Ht1nq, to roll up the IITLER Line from PONTLICORVO ITORTITFARDS,

mascing the res bde (2 Cun Inf Bde) through to make a wider gap
throush which 5 Cdn Armd Div could in turn be passed.



9. These Ops, which looked very promising on the 21st and 22nd,
naturally distrected atcention Trom the planned major attaclk (CH“uiuR
mI““L""-) vhich was to penetrate tlie IITLER Line at F D! AQUINO 1n square
7420.and approx the 18 NORTHIF geid 1ine. In particular, the 2 Cdn
Inf lde, which was to attack on a two bn frontage on the RIGIT, in-~
stead oftakin-~ over this sector at once, was nheld in rces about 7616,
i 3 guccess of l Cdn Inf Bde - as exXpla ined above. Al-
the 2 Cdn Inf Bde was ordered to go ahead wlth preparations
CELIRPIEID, the fact that the bns werc not in occunation of the
sccbor of attack was considerable handicap. when they finally reliev-
cd the 3 Cdn Inf Dde at about 1700 hre on 292 ey, there was not
fufficlent tiwme for all the recces and natrolling that should have
been done.

10. Yrom the accounts of 3 Cdn Inf Bde, it is apnarent that wmuch of

the success of the CARLT and YOREK attack was due to the fact that
they were in posn on their sector of sttacls for several days before-

hand wers entirely fawmiliar with 1it. On the previous day, in the
course of a feint attack to distrsct attention from the oos of 1 Cdan
Inf B*o, this bn had actually nassed two Dls throuzh the cnemy w re,
and they nenetrated a ce Ptdlp distance inside the defs. Thus Dﬁssagos

throush the wire and mm,fkm. hac¢ been c¢xnlored.

LB The HB2e? had attacked on tlie RIGET sector, but it does not
anacar that thelr sxperience had becn masged on to the PPCLI. Also,
natrole had ] 1sht to €2 cnem. wire, but it does

g
L L
not sucem as 1f the infa they obtaincd reached tho attacling coys
and. ensr gan- clearing nartics.

12, The ahove circumstances illustrabe the danger of being divorted
from an on which is intended to be iccisive by minor successes attained
els fgherc, even if they secem to én an easier way to achieve the
objrct. It is certain that a Q1V’1u div cannot properly prcparc. for

A Y

an atvack of u;ls nature and conduct other ops of bde scope on

its fronb at the same tinme. On tlhe other hand, therc is no doubt
thal the attack of the 1 Cdn Inf Dde ST of PONTmCORVO helpecd to
distract the cnomy's attention and contributed considerably to the
cucccees of the 3 Odn Inf Bde on 23 faane

13, In the ond tho CiSIRIFISLD on was successful and the ADOLT
HITLER Line was ﬁreu clied, the 5 Cdn Armd Div npagscd through and 1ts

prenctration throu«n to tJe i
from the LIRI Va 1103 to the

LA and beyond filnally drove tho enemy
25T and NORTH.

14, The losses inflicted on the eneny during the whole of thc ops
of 1 Cdn Corns, from 17 "ay to 3 Jun, on a conscrvative estimate

must have beon conOiuerauly greater than those suffered. Cas 1 Cdn
Corps 2231 killed, wounded, mlﬁni-u., PV taken 1421; large nunibers

of enemy killed buried. The Corng acvanced a distance of 64 Km in

a straisht line.

15, he results must justify the gen conduct of ops. In this paper,
it 1s attompted to d@rlvu lcssons for the future, and this imnlies

that soume tbln*“ were not well done at the time. But these criticisms
in detail -ust be kept in propmer prospective in the plcture of gen succe
L33

16, The following lessons are intended to apply to an attack on a

line @f the same gen character as the HITLER Line, but properly garrisoned
with “fresh and undomorallzgd tps; the def so organized as to derive full
effect from tho sorke.
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17. Frontapges, Disposn of Tps

In CIESTERFIZLD, three bns attacked on a front of approx 2000 yds.
This was too small; the minimum which should be expected to produce a- suit-
able gap for passing an armd div throush rapldly 1s 4000 yds. A narrow
frontege, of course, allows the enemy to- cone arty and mortar fire, and on
25 t'ay this caused the bulk of our inf cas. -

15. O a 4000 yd front, in order to have 75% chance of success, there should
& two divs. Each div should attack with two bdes up on a.one bn front.

The depth of the attack will of course dspend on the extent to which the
eneny has fortified his posn and the topography beyond the posn, but it must
be deep enough to gain a brhead over any natural obstacle as well as to
penetrate the enemy's fixed defs. In gen, in each bde one will be required
to penetrate the foremost line of defs and form a brhead for mine clearance
and may later mop up the aea. The next bn, forming with tks the assault
ech, should pass through the final or at least tm the intermediate
objective. The third bn, which should alse have tks with 1it, should be in
bde res, to pass through to the rinal objective, or mop up, as the op
develops. .

19. Thc minlmum allotment of tks feor such an attack should be one regt-.
per bde. Two sgns: should go throush with sach assaulting bn, while the
third sqns should be with the res bns and may a lso be required to glve
cover to the brhead and gapping ops. o

20. 1In addition, there should be a reght of tks with the inf bde in res.
2ls The div res is required to oxploit succeés, expand. tlie gap and;£0~ A

carry out t e "rolling out" op necessary to glve space and .protection to the
flan:s of the armd div in the early stage of its adv. . FuEas TR

ECH 70 COVER BREACHING h : &- . b e

224 This ech, which will usuwally consist of complete bns, should be formed
up on a4 SL as clos> to the enemy obstacle (wire and/or minefd) as possible.
This wlll involwe pushing fwd patrols and occupying outpost posns to narrow
down Ho-IMan's Land to 100 or 200 yds; taping or otherwise marking 8ks -
(natural SLs running in the right direction and at the right distance will
hardly over be found) and possibly digging slit trenches in whilch the breach-
covering ech can form up. ' - L)

23. This ech will penetrate the wire abstacle and foremost anti-pers'minefdl
1f possible, through the gaps made by snakes. (See "Gapplng" below). Sub-
units should also be provided with bangaloré torpedoes to make gaps in-any
wire obstacles met farther on. A definite sub-unit must be detalled to - -
destroy the garrlson of each enemy work on the front up to the objective

to which the covering ech is to penetrate. Air phs showed up the existence
of every defended post in the HITLER line, though it was not always ;
possible to determine what type it was. There were no types that were not
dealt with by inf once they had been lscated. Very careful preliminary
planning, recce and rehearsal is necessary 1f this phase of the op 1s . to
succeed without undue cas.

24, The tks that are used to push the snakes may also be used

to give covering fire, from posns short of the enemy wire and
mineids. If snakes are not used, then tks should be pushed up to
a posn where they can give the most effective cover, short of
actually going into the mlnefd.
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25. Thc penetration by the covering partics must be protected by
fire of all the arty resources available. In the CHESTERFIEDD
?ttack, the enemy succecded in bringing down his mortar DF in and:
in front of the wirc obstacle before our inf could pass through 1t.
In ord r to avoid this in future it is nececssary,

(2). to have indreasdd counter-mortaring and CB measures
(sce below) Zie ‘

and

(b) to time the adv of the covering inf' so that they will get

into ‘the enemy posn within 10 mins of the opening of the
barrage. SRR 7

_This means that there would be no CB fire &nd .no bombardment of the
posn itself immediately prior ts H hrs. For further discussion -see
para 40 below. T RN s L R - ‘

GAPPING

2@. The first essential ig that routcs up as far as the enemy\s_

wira obstacle must be reconnoitred, do-m ned and confrolled by our

tps prior to the attack, and that the pts for gapping should be care-
fully sclected. If at all possible, "snakes" should be used. -
Experiments subsequent to the actual attack dvervcountryﬁsimilar'to
the, HITLER line and with a similar layout of mines end wire indicated
tha?.thc'snake would work very well.. Tt is true that the minefds
beliind the HITLER linc, excopt the Teller minefd at about 745195

werc very sketchy, ond thnt future deff- Lines .will probably havé more
effcotive minefds. Where these minefds are protected by wirc and

are under SA and mortar fire of the main enemy posns, it is a matter
‘of the utmost difficulty for Sprs and Pnrs working unprotectad to

make gaps. Therefore, every effort must be made to make the gap

with devices protected by armour and to bring hp the Sprs and Pnrs.,
who must complete the job, marking, ete, in suitable armd vehs.

This demands careful previvus planning practice and preparation 1if

it is to be successful and that in turn demands time. Not less

_that 7 days should be allowed to carry out recce, preparations and
rehearsals after the leading tps arrive immediately in front of the
enemy main line of resistance, after clearing away enemy outpost posns.

27, .The penetration of the line and gapping should be effected
under cover of darkness, being generally timed so that gaps will
be completed for the passage &f the assaulting ech by first 1t.
Alternatively, a hy smoke programme must be used. If the front 1s

at all narrow, measures must be taken to make the enemy believe

- that the front of attack is consilderably wilder and so disperse his
arty and:mortar fire. ‘ : : IO

28, Three gaps per 1000 yd front should be planncd.
ASSAULYT ECH

. 29, When the gaps through the minefds are comple ted and so reported
to bde and higher fmns as necessary, then the main assault can be
launched. Tks and inf, which should have been held far enough back to
elear of the enemy'!'s DF, will then move fwd and commence the assault
from a SI whileh should roughly coincide with the posns held by the
covering tps. The pace of adv will depend on the number of enemy
works that are to be overcome, and in this phase again there must be
a dofinite allotment of sub-units of inf and tks to take out specifled
works. Adequate reserves must be held in hand to deal-with
unlocated centres of resistance or others that resist the efforts of”
the: éarkier waves,
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30, Once the enemy's main defls -are penetrated there should be a
rausc for reorg on an interaediate ObJOCtLVb, and then the assaulting
ech may commence the third phasc of the attack, which should prefer-
ably be a penetration in depth enouch to inel the bulk of the
enomy's mortar posns. The final objective will, however, mainly

be determined by a neces b"ty of scizing a posn which can be held
arainst cnemy counter-attack, and which will provide & brhead from
vhich the armd divs can suhsequently debouch.

3l. - If the assaulting echs reach the intermediate objective with-
out boo great losses, time will be saved if they go through to the
final obgectLv If they have had hard fizhting and many cas, it
wlll be neeessary lor the bde res to be used,

MGEPING UP

B Once the assault ech passces through, the covering tps should
undertake the detailed mopping up of the area to the intermediate
objr >tive and, 1f necessary, beyond. Tks should be available for
gn In this phase and these may be the tks originally detailed for
the covering force. The bde res should also be prepared to under-
take this role, 1l cas in thoe covering forcc have been too hy to
pernlt it to do so,.

Gl It is essential thot mopping up be nost carefully planned and

that everyonc, down to individual Pte soldiers, know what each sub-
unit is supposcd to do and how it will get to the enemy post it is
supposed to wmop up. '

COTMNTER - MORTAR

ST The results obtained, as detailed in the arty sec of the -1 Cdn

Inf Div report werc apparently good, considering the time and re-
sources available. lowever, 1t is clear from Inf accounts that the.
measures were not fully effective. it appears that:

(e) There should be more time availlable for planning counter-
mortar neasures,

and

(b} There should be more mortars and arty allotted to the
countsr-mortar role, so 23 to ensure that the enemy's
mortar posns are kept undor constant neutralising fire’
during the attack and until our tps arrive in the mortar
area.

35, Anothor measure that night have been taken was to simulate
attacks before the actual one, and so ascertain the loens ol the
enemy's DI_zones, thus cnebling better countor measurces to be taken
and the fwd routes of the inf to avold these arcas.

Cr:

STEN The locn of hostilc btys was generally accurate, and CB secms
to have been effective at Tirst. In thoe early stages of the op and
up to ncarly 0900 hrs, there woere fow reports of enemy shelling.

It is stated that the enemy did not seem to use DF on fixed line

but to bring down obscrved concs whore he saw our tps and tks.
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I had, of course, excollent observation of the posns from the slopes
of MONTIZ CATRQ, particularly on the PPCLI arca on the banks of the

" PTAQUINO. It docs not appear that we took adequate measures to
scrion this by either smoking the line of the FORME, or by blinding
th snemy OPs towards MONTS CAIRO. The latter op would have bsen

el R3] °

ditficult owing to the extonsive OP arcas available to the enemy,

57 . The CB prorrsmme should provide for neutralization through-
out the attack., Priority in the use of med arty should be given .to
?H, even 1 ths covering five on the snemy's main linc of rssistance
for the attack 1s to be considsrably less in weight than we have
bdon accustored te. Considering the amount of arty and amn available
aﬁd the undosirabllity of dr¢v1nﬁ the enemy from located pos
spilor to the attack, as a ruls no prograrme of destructive shoots
on these posns should be uNdGdeKQD prlor to H hr.

DESTRIICTIVE SHO0TS

56. Besldss the destruc I hestile bty posns, there 1s the
tion of de struotlor of tho def works in the enemy's line of
~+inc Examination ol the rosults of the bombardment of the
LF llnu do not indicate any clfcectual destruction of werks in
Lte of the gen accuracy of the placing of the concs. The results
buvsined werce that the enomy's heads wero mpt down, but this is

o~

necessary while thoe inf are advancirg, not before

&9, The works in the HITLER linc ave so strong that nothing less
th in Howitzcrs can be expect:d to be effective against them.
/",,‘

arc limited in nurber and urm sup, 1t follows that though
sirable to dastroy as :any as possible of the gnery works,
can only cngage the most important ones. Air ph interprctation

S o1 dOlb to ast wherc the tk turrets arc and these should be
soloetod for Tirst attention, deliborate destructive shoots with air
ohs&wvafion baling carried .1L S or 4 days before the attack. The
ott=r types of worly cnecounterad sre such thatb they can be destroyed
oy dirsct Tire by ths (as can tho tlk turrets when they are located),
also they cannot b wnnn(i by the cenomy'ts inf while undcr barrage
fir.; that s, oupr : T tiﬂy follow the barrage closely, can
¢rrun such posns 11 or take the garrison prisoner,

O
<

TIMING OF BARRAGE AUT) ARTY SP

40, As indicated above ( para 25), the whole barrage, CB and counter
mortar fire should open at zero hr to enable the inf to make a rapld
penetration of the enemy's foremost dsfs before his DF from

mortars and arty comes down, and tho sencmy garrison has had tiue

to man their fixed dofs. Tho opcning, line of barrage should come
down generally on the line of the cnsmy wirse and should remain

thore until the tks have boun able o get fwd and blow their snakes,
this period to be calculated aftor recce. Thereafter, the barrage
should 1ift at approz 6 nmins per 100 yds until the depth of
ponctratlon required to cover the final gap has been achieved.

41, The barrage should continuc 21l the time the gapping is going
on until the second cor assault phasc commences. The opening time

of the arty fire prograrmmec for the assault phase should be decided
after reports as to the cormpletion of gaps have been received at

the HR which comds over the whole front of attack(usually Corps).
The fire programme should also provide for a pause on the inter-



mediate objective, and be . Set in motion for the adv to the final
objective in accordance with developments. On the intermediate
objective, a standing barrage will not necessarily be'required, but
arrangements should be made for DF tasks.

ANRANGENENTS FOR PASBING THROUGH ARMD DIVS

/',

2 The whole op o” breaking through the onemy's fortified

line culminates in passing armd divs through to complete the enemy's
disorg by a Pdpld pursuit. - In order that the gpeed which alone can
obtain deecisive results can be achicved, "it is necessary, first,
complete the tactical breakthrough and drlve out any pnockets of the
enemy that might impede the armd div's adv up to the final brhead
posn reached by the inf and secondly, to org the construction of
routes fwd and TC on them to the highest degres.  Thore should be
at least one fwd route, capable of takinc armour and, if possible,
wh arty, fwd on cach 1OWO st of frontage. The explolting armd
fmns should be positioned far enough in rear, behind laterals
betwoen those pL‘”uCQ routcs, so that they may be moved fwd on

wiil chever route is rost quickly developed and feasible for the
break-out., TIncvitably some of the routes will not be put through,
and so the armour must be so positioned that it can be used where
success 1s obtained.

H-H-&

4

\Jw

4% On two occasions, it was attempted to pas: divs of the
ﬁLJOlnln” frn {13 corps) through zaps or passases over obgtacles
which had been made by the Cdn Corps, using routes which had been
within our bdys and on which it 1d besn planned to pass fwd the
5 Cdn Armd Div. Therec were very sound tactical recasons for this
menoeuvre in each case, but the actual result was that excessive
confusion develgpcd through inability to get the change of orders.
and plans down to units and individual dvrs and TC poiutsmen.
Great delay was causcd in the fwd move of.5 Cdn Armd Div,’ Wlth an
adversec effect on the subsequent ops. ‘

i

424 cng, 1t is clear that whore a gap has becen made 1t

%
is Very dogirablc to utilisc At to the full to pass fmns through
with the role or (XUlOluln“ qutwards on as wide a front as possible,
turning the encmyt!s defs which still hold out, and so decsiroying
or captuPLng 3 many as possible of the tps narrlsonlnw them. It
is suggested that to provide for such a case there ohould be an
armd div in army res for an exploitation role as above, to bc put
uhder comd of the Corps on whoso frontage the penctration takes
place. To change bdys in the middle of an op like this, and still
more, to endeavour to pass a div under comd of one Corps through
the area of another is bound to result in traffic confusion and
delay. Once the fmns have passed through the gap and the bottle-
neck period is over, the div may bo placed under comd of the
flanking Corps, 1f desirable.

&

6 Jul 44 (BE.L.]I. Burns) Lt.-Gen
Comd 1 Cdn Corps

3.THE PURSUIT FROM THE MELVA TO ANAGWI: LESSONS ( FROM H.Q.

1 CDN CORPS).

INTRODUCTION

1. There 18 little new in the lessons which follow, which are
derived from the 1 Cdn Corps expericnce during the pursuilt phase of



thé ops in- the LIRI and SACCC valleys. They are set forth for
Thl b@nop1+ of “the component frms and units of the Corps, should
weo undertalke a pursult in Tuture.

2 The Corps was NOT so successful in the pursuit phase as
during the adv to and breakthrough of the HITLER line. This is
clear from the record of numbers of PW taken day by day during the

two phases.

COIDITIONS

5 The agsumud conditions, to which the following lessons
apply, are that the enemy's organized defs have been broken through;
that he hag no ¢ffactive counter-attack force and is withdrawing,
protected hy rearcds, with the objeet of re-cstablishing himself

on another del posn.

4. The object in the pursuit is to overtake and destroy what
1 left of the enemy's main forccs; particularly, his gun, vehs and
ndrm echs, It 1is, *hereforc ossential that we adv faster than he
can get these cloar, Honce, the nrime requisite in pursult is
SPEED.

3. It is essential that all ranks understand the enemy's situa-
Sior (which calls for good org for getting intelligence down) and
chat they be determined t¢ drive on and comolete the enemy's defeat «
In the pursuilt, bold actjon - taking risks which in other circum-
3tances might be reckless - is essential for success. Comds mus?t
have it Toremost in theilr minds to maintain contact with the enemy
nd maintain the pressure on him: cutting off. clements of his

force whenever possible. Though the adv will be by bounds, the

est of "Iirm basca" will only be necessary when resistance is stiff,
and counter-attacl: i3 pozsible.

CAUSES OF DELAY

6. Delay may be imposcd by the fire of the encmy's arty,
mortars, SA, tks and SP arty; also by natural obstacles (usually
rivers). mines and demolitions.

OVIERCOMING LNENMY RESTSTAICE

s The enemy rcargds will usually take up a posn on a-tk
obstacle. They should be dealt with by immediate and vigorous
outflanking attacks by inf. supported by cones of as me h arty as
can be brou~h to hear on the encrmy posns,

o "Mencver possible, armour should lead. Its speed in adv
and striking power wmakes this obvious., When it is held up by
eround, infl must be in posn to irmediately take over the adv and to
push on ahead until contact with the cnemy 1s gaincd, even without
ites A tk rung or nortars.

a, Whon an obstacle is met, the scaquence is; inf get ahead and
H 1 3 O

cover, sprs clear the obstacle, tks and inf sp weapons follow

through and catch up with the cnemy.
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10. Night advs proved succ egsful whenever they were carried
out during these ops and we should make more use of them., This
demands a high standard of trg.

11 CE and counter-mortar measures, adapted to fluid ops, must
be taken against his guns and mortars; especially those that may be
firing on crossings over rivers. If arty or mortar fire is brought
down on inf or tks in the open, the best answer is to continue to
adv as rapidly as possible. Frequently, the fire 1s directed by FOO
parties on high ground, covered by only a few inf, and these will
decamp in the face of a dectermined adv,

B2 Fire by enemy's tks and SP arty rust be countered by our
own tks and 8P arty, which should always take up commanding posns
as close as they can to obstacles pending a crossing being made for

them,

RIVER CROSSINGS

135 It is =ogs¢

ntial to cross on a wide front and to put in
hand the constructior
h

n of enough brs to allow for delays or failure
of one or more of them. Snoke rmust be used to blind enemy observa-
tion and to confuse him as to places where crossings are being
carried out. It is to be borne in nind that the object is to get
the tks across as early as possi lc, as this will usually be decisive
in turning the enemy out of his posn,

E O

14, Inf and armd tps must NOT depend on the sprs to clear mines
on the rds or at obstacle erossings. Unit pnrs should be used, and
©9 nmany men as possible must be trained to recognize the signs of
mining and c¢lear them by use of detector ang prodder. Junior offrs
and senior 1ICOs, in particular, rmust be thoroughly familiar with
enciay methods and de-mining. ™Mine paralysis" must be eliminated.

a

DELOLITIONS

REOR An appreciation of where the enemy may carry out demolitions
mist be made, based on the map and air recce. Arty and air harassing
should be ugsed to try to prevent the enemy's carrying these out effect-
ively. A deotailed ensr plan for dealing with demolitions must be made
and engr resources must be well fwd., It is cssential that inf get on
ahead so as to cover the gprs at work and prevent interference with
them. o ' -

Ml RELIEFS

16, It will usually be necessary to engage fmns in succession
to maintain the impetus of the attack. To ef'fect reliefs without los~
ing time is difficult, ¢spoecially when the front is narrow and rds
- arg few. If possible, relieving fmns should pass around, rathser than
pass, through. If they have to pass through, it has been found that
to place a bde of one fmn under the comd of another, though a good

ay to relieve in more static conditions, leads to delay when speed
‘i1s egsential, -

17. Mov is the greatest problem of higher comds and staffs.,
More spécifically, to move the fighting echs of fmns fwd to where
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they are to be engaged, while at the same time keeping up the flow
of adm requirements. The first essential is good planning of the
route system by staffs and engrs 1n conjunction, and that the
routes be developed according to this plan under corps direction;

a minimum of effort being dovoted to tracks and obstaclé crossings;
roguired for temporary Lactlcal phases,

18. It 1s essential that unit and fmn tpt be reduced to the
minimum, consistent with successful op, and that comds and staffs
resist the temptation to overload rds by shoving more veéhs onto
them than can be clearcd. A strong contrallzed system of TC on the
principles laid down in the official pamphlets must be established.
But, without proper traffic discipline on the part of dvrs, . and
vigorous correction of all infractions by offrs, no system, howewer
well conceived, will work. More detailed notes on these aspects of
mov are contalned in the adm lessons in the gen Corps report

(signed) (E L M Burns) Lt-Gen
Comd - 1 Cdn Corps



