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1. Furthor to my 24/AAI/1/5 (Hist), dated 8 Jun 44,
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Historical Of{iccrs dcaling with the oporations of Canadian
formations and units in thc lMediterrancan Arca.

2 Thicse cxbtracts contain further information
concerning Canadian participation in the ofrensive whiich be-
gan 11 May 44, They deal with the opcrations in which 1
Cdn Inf Div broke through thce centrc of the Adolf Hitlor Linc
and & Cdn Armd Div subsoquontly cxploited across and beyond
thic River lclfa,

Se Those oxbracts are circulated for goncral infor-
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nccessarily cxpressions of official doctrinc.
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CONFIDENTIATL

CANADIAN OPERATIONS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN AREA

MAY 1944
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EXTRACTS FROM MEMORANDA

- (SERIES 20}

REPORT BY CCRA 1 CDN CORPS ON OPERATIONS
AGATNST THI ADOLF HITIER LINE ON =3 MAY 44,

30 May 44
This is a preliminary report and covers the following md u pointas~

Outline Plan 1 Cdn Corns
Allotment of Arty for Operations
Grouping of Arty for Operations
Outline “rty Plan

Method of production of orders
Method of Control of Fire
Ammunition

Lessons Learnt
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Outline Plan 1 Cdn Corps

The operation was carried out in two phases:-

(2) Phase I - 1 Cdn Inf Div was to break through the HITIER

NE and secure the high ground approx 3000 yds be-
vyond with a view to fanning out to destroy the enemye.
This attack was made on a two bde front supported by
25 Arme Tk Bde. There was an intermediate objective
approx 1000 yds from the SL and 2000 yds from the final
objective. On intermediate objective there was a pause
to re-group.

(b) Phase II- 5 Cdn Armd Div was to pass through 1 Cdn Inf Div
and seize the crossings over the River Melfa.

Arty Availableeesececees

The exact number of funs used is now being checked but from

the infm available at the moment the total is 798 gunsee...

Os

Outline Arty Plan

The broad plan was to have all arty that could bear on the

front directly s p in turn, the attack of 1 Cdn Inf Div and then the
follow through of 5 Cdn Armd Div. The Arty of Pol Corps was to fire
concs on the high ground to the RICIHT of 13 @orps. 10 Corps was
responsible for CB on the "ATINA gun group", which is not silenced
could harass the gun areas of the s p arty of 13 Corps. 1 Cdn Corps
w as responsible for CB on its own and 13 Corps front.

(2) 1 ¢cdn Inf Div Plan

(1) Arty preparation on HITLER LINE on 13 Corps front from
H-55 to H-45 mins with the objective of deceiving the

enemy as to the place of attack and to have the enemy man
his guns,
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Fire pllan consisting of a barrage on a 3100 yd front and conc
cormencec at 1I-3 mins, and to continue for 187 mins incl a pause
ol 60 mins. “*he piusge actually lasted for 575 wmins during vh ich
the barra-e continued on the nause line.

“ separate (M task table was issued and the CGMO was siven one tp
from throe div £4 rents firing in the upper register, four tns
S.7" TAA gung firing airburst and the 4.2" wortars of the 1 Cdn
Inf Div 3n Bn.

9 Cdn Armd Div Plan

A pre-arranmed fire plan consisting of a series of "STONKIM
covering an area of 3000 vds in width and 6500 yds in depth was
drawn up by CRA 5 Cdn Armd Div. 'Thece were nrepared in two (Group
a fwd and a rear groun, to Le Tired on a pre-arr-nged code word.

(This was chansed during the battle and a fresh plan issuoed
but was NWOT fired Gue to the fact that the follow througsh
of 5 Cdn Armd Div did not talke place until 24 May. A third
Tire plan was issued using only the arty of 1 Cdn Corps for
this aav).

i
N

Counter Bty

The CD consisted of a pre-arranjed programie of cones varying
from 16 to 1 down to 5 to 1 and averaring approx 10 to 1.
his programic comienced at H-52 with part of the arty and all
the med and hy arty was a ailable from H-40 to H-O mins.

After zero there was no nre-arranged programme and certailn
srty was avallable to the CRO for use as required,

2thod of Production of Orxders

4 preliminary confercence was called bs CCIA 1 Cdn Corps at
"2 1 CGdn Corps at 15000 hrs 20 May 44, ieps From all fmns
attended together with CARA of CAn Jiv and Comd 1 Cdn ACRA.
At this confercence the follewing points were taken up and
setileds -

(a) 4Allotment of Aarty,
(p) Hesponsibility for rire plans:-

) 1 Cdn Inf Div attack - CRA 1 Cdn Inf Div

) 5 Cdn Armd Div attack - CRA 5 Cdn Armd Uiv

) CB Cdn Corps and 13 Corps Ffronts - Comd 1 Cdn AGRA.

) PFire sp on kish sround on RIGHT flark - CCPA pol Corps.
) CB ATINA gun group - Cond ZAGRA 10 Corps,

P e e S
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(c) Amn allotted to comde responsible for fire plans.

(d) Arty/R for ATINA cun rroup under Comd 2 AGRA. Arty/R
for 1 Cdn Corps and 13 Corns front under Comd 1 Cdn AGRA but
briefing remained under Yomd € ACRA. AOP for CB left under
each corps for its own corps front.

(e¢) CsRA and Comd AGRA were told air effort available and told
to preparc demands Tor next day.

() Comns required were dccided and responsibility for
laying lines was laid down.
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& coordinating confercnce was called by CCRA 1 Cdn Corps
to be held at RCA 1 Cdn Inf Viv at 1600 hrﬂ 21 Maye Reps
from allfmua conceracd attonded. The outline plans of 1 Cdn
Inf Yiv and 5 Cdn Arad Div wsre Slven by the CsRA and the
following points were then taken up:-

(a) Additional awn requirement of 1 Cdn Inf Div.
()  Control of reps and reps required.

(c) Time and place of issue of final orders.

final orders were prepared and issued as fodlows:-
(a) Corps Arty Order - CCRA 1 Cdn Corps.-

(b) Task tablcs 1 Cdn Inf Div - CRA 1 Cdn Inf Div.
(c) Task tables 5 Cdn Avwd Div - CRA 5 Cdn Armd Div.
(d) Task tamles T - Comd 1 Cdn ACRA .

All task tables were submitted to JI§ RCA 1 Cdn Corps and com-
plcte order issucd by LO.

d of Contrul of ilire

(1)

1l Cdn Inf Div Attack

CRA 1 Cdn Inf Div was at the Div Tac G with line comn to
his own IIQ and back to 1 CGdn AGRA and through ATRA to CCRA

n I
at lig 1 Cdn Corps. CRA 1 Cdn Inf Div called for Ffire orf
superimposecd arty as he required from 1 Cdn Inf Div arty
regts anl 1 Can ﬁ”LA only Calls for fire from other arty
and any matter affkujn* tho arty as a whole, as required
by #0C 1 Cdn In? Div, :erc made bw CRA 1 Cdn Inf Div to CCRA
1 Crin Corps

3

O Cdn Armd Div Attaclk

CRA 9 Cdn Armd Div for his attack was to work on the
2ame systém from Tac HQ & CAn Armd DivVeeooos

feps rqu1red for this operation at Div @ and Corps
HR level were:-

RCA 1 Cdn Inr Div - Hep from 1 Cdn AGRA
- len from 1 DI on LEDT flanksf

RCA 5 Cdn Armd Div- Rep from 1 CAn AGRA

1 Cdn AGRA - lep from & AQRA i
- IHep from 1

CCRA 1 Cdn Corps - Rep from RCA 1 Cdn Inf Div
- Kep from RCA 5 Cdn Armd Div
- Hep from 1 Cdn AGRA
- Hen from RA 4 Brit Div
- Rep from RA 78 Brit Div
- Rep from RA & Ind Div
- Rep Trom 6 ACRA

# These rens could have been with CCRA 1 Cdn Corps
but were lcft with fmns as the liaison was already
established.
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(v) The followin~s LOs were also with CCRA 1 Cdn Corps
throughout the operabion:-

LO Ffrom COPA Pol Cormns
LG from Comd Arty Cn.

LOs wore also called in from frns to deliver fire plans
when reauircd.

(vi) One "WILLIaA " t~t was successfully fired. Te0uePe was
53 1ins ator the request for the fire was received from CRA

1 Cdn Inf Div. Nienteen £a reszts, nine medium rests and two
hy reszts fired on this t'%. A T7.0.7,. Wac required otherwise
1,4 14 s - a3 T o T 3 '
this time could have Geen sreatly reduced,

(vii) Pauses in the “iro plan were changed, minor altir-
ations and cven falrly major alterations in the fire plan were
carried out using this system or comns and reps. An:, major
alterations in fire plan were in fact confirmed in writing
and sent out by Lo.

Oy AT7U IPTONe e wns ..
—_—— e U

(11) Dumping was carricd out in a period of 72 hrsg although
daily exnenditure anounted to approx 116 rpg fd, and 6% r™mg
med, during thig period. There was no difficulty in dumping
the fad arty ann., The wed an wag a little more difficult

but wasgs Successfully accomnlished.

(111) Actual exnenditurcs for 1 Cdn Corns during the poriod
were s -
Total for

20 May 21 Yay 22 May 23 May 24 Ma-— 25 Ia s Periods
Lo=Fr g0 132 126G o7 75 10 810
105 rn - 2 47 135 o2 36 308
4,57 59 35 £ 157 105 70 436
0601 -6 139 30 207 €3 7 507
155 mm 3 19 3 44 15 41 146
72" 29 3 1 04 15 1 133
75mm PAK - 1 - 77 - - 783

How

Ye Lessons Learned

(1) For an attack on Such a scalc as thisg operation 72 hrs
vréparation is only just sufficiont. It would be difficult
to do 1t in less but 15 might bhe carried out in 48 nrs,

H‘

ii) CEA 1 Cdn Inf Div was involved in making a fire plan
Lo a minor abttack the night the task tables for the major
Ltack were belnz drawn upe This was very difficult and he
shoudd have appointod one R his COs as A/CRA. Two extrs
taff offrs ang clerks were sunnlied to the ¢Ra from Cdn

By~

(i11) In any battle the Staff of all EQe RCA must have ecxtra
orricers brouzht in and a auty ofrpr annointed to answer phone
calls and taks -1inor matbers off the hards of the starr, It

is not good fop one of the senior ctarp officers to have to
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(xi)

; on 2 wireléss ool
oo he cannot pet on
in opcrations from diy
all otoffs RCA at \Tl 10“
convinunl  droin on the 1
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telce phone

been found
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This is a
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Conce osuch as "WILLILMY tete con be enlled for and
J.

brought down s  quickly s UNCLE tEts provided the control
cutliined above is uscd,

The GCRA must be ot G .rpo AD
attreking div anOlJLu.

V
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there ias more
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tn onc

arcas othoer -
L1l not be  surce. Onc lince %0 the 4AGRA twhich
all comns is o risky.

Corng I must be clooc wo pohind thic gun
Tilige the  comme
is the hub of

The CRA of the attacking div mest be with his GOC.
It wo uld be uufcr,‘rom the comn gtndpoint if thics woeg at
Div TQ and not ot Tac TQ.

Lorse five Hlons cen be olicred using the abBove system
of control, M:ijor clicrntions arc alunys risky and should
be confirred by T.0.

A running cheek muot be kR pt on cmn cxopend turcs
througl repe fron frins.

It ie oot saticfactory if the CRA handlces only his
own div arty ant has a dircet ceoll on onc AGHA during the

boutle and any mateers of convrol for axrty beyond this or
mrtiers whic Teet all the arty arc hondled by the CGRA.

rt“/ﬂ sisuld be controlled rn oo fairly wide front
Unﬂcv cne AGRE and continuo 3 coverage spould be hrovidod.
In %l ensc 1 Cdn Corpe and 13 Curns Wicre trented as onc
front cnd Arty/R comng controlled by 6 AGRA.
AQP doing OB vork under the AGRA  cuould work on a
narrower front. Onc AOP worked with cach AGRA on its own
corns fronte.

Div HQs shc e suificicn '13 for boaek that they arc
not shelled o ;=rt'rﬁd too of ten otherwisce conferences ant
sreparntsion of  filire oloans are modeo much morce Gifficult.

I hog been Tfound Lo ving @ gun shop dcvachment
form cn AWD cnd  cstnelish this in the gun arca or just in
reor haoo sroved of urcnap( we voluce As o result of this
no guns of  Cdn AGRA hove bpcn vut of acticon for rwrce than
& bricf neriod cxecnt cne ner regt wheich is oalways in wkso
unéGergoing o r;uting ciiccke After threc wecks intensc
cneretions the asuns orc nowu in bCBB’l coanblun thon they
vere ot the p*'nt o8 corbiin ncccssary modifications hnve
been eorried ouG.

(E ¢ Plow) Bwigondicr
CCrRA 1 Cdn Corns
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A0 FLROM “THE REIVEMY 0N TUE AROLF AITLER LINE, MAY, 1944%,
‘“- G.8. (LT), 1Ty, 1 CDH INF DIV
ssesee o object of uhe Hitler Line when Tirsgt constructed must have

been to duplicatc the GUSTAV LIIT5: a second impregnsble line in
tho offchance the GUSTAV LINR i should not iold.

The Germen Command intended to hold the line Drlmarllj only as
o Gelaying ﬂcu¢ttoﬂ but vith the 010v1 ¢ that if our impetus was
lost o the line neld some fevr deys the delaying »osition might
'I =

Tor
o hborned 1nto a pemniencnt defensive line. This had been the case
ﬂtF‘&IﬂilgLﬂ.

After our unsuccessful attenpts to plerce the GUITAV T.ITH the
enely's confidence led to his downfell., IHe nerlected tile further ‘
construction of the ADOLY JITTLAER LITIE. Though the main A/Tk emplace-
ments in fhe form of Panbher turrets on concrete emplacements were
comzlote end manued, neglect wes evident in the lack of inTantry posit
Aport Ttom 8 few enncrete dugouts with only one uncovered opening foi
onc mani, Thers were bardly suy trenches es, flrlug positions or crawl
treach us when we hit the llno. The cro»s had not been cut 22d there
fore fields of fire were very Pestricted,

To compens te Tor +thesc discdventases the German Commatd needed
morc infeatry than wes originally intended for the line., TIun sctuality
legs than the minimm were iame 2diately aveileble wien the actual

. -

(=28
1]
b
i
o
&

£ 'ES l
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poerent  that the ecalibre of troons on
32/ 0001, thiat tie defences wero not as
ted, and that Teller sad S riiues he only
10 PO'”JGOAVO road, and in sucll belts scros
ltallfﬂ box mincs werc laid,, As soon as the
e ; some of Their srmoured cars throush the
at 7.5155 bﬂu 44 Div dresatz Bn beceme unorou”nlv alarmed and
ing 96 P and sulfsring some 25 cesualtic As  tiic pressurec
*Geinst this wadt it virbus 11y ccascd to LlD ht. During the
iy wag  eetive trving to streongthen his def
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cices,
On Tthe 32 liay the first tost in strength of the HITLER 1INE
WES 05 (C e a0 awaes
Although mortering -nd HohelwerTcy bombg were camsing tho majority
of cesualtiecs it soon beeanc evident uurt e small nunber of cleny
in =113n0ac LG »pillboxes a'd Lira“g rom conerete onolacbmuatu vere
i o e sufficiecrt protcetion to Bﬂ OAOH] A/Tk defcnces to make the
soing cxtrouely difficult mud slov Tor all arns, Many cncony infentry

wore in hestily duz slite snd sufforod heavy casualites. Ouce tirough
the mines the tanks in supnort found that they were up against a

vory strong &4/Tk defence, narticulerly the well CaﬂOUllFSOd Mk V turrct
on oonc"“bv cmplaccment:, By last light nowover, the southern cnd

of the TUTIRR LI was turncd although rcsisbtance liad by no means
OR1ACA . s s e e

The construction of the HITLARLIIE was an cmphsig on A/Tk
defence in depth. A1l fixcd defences woro well built hed good ficlds
of Tirc end capablc of resisting mogt shell firc, Although the &/Tk
ditelr wos  Dassable in many places 1t was still an obstocle ss it wes
covered by Tire end only travers able by tanks nmoving in lowcst goear.
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beeause of thick and
_13-100; neoitions Artil-
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el thensclves cutflonled beenuse 1 unde teeted move-

mrning of the 23 Moy, e v of Bho nnin ntthek, the
3 75 l;]llu thcrc

yburcd 15

buricd.

(_T'C iron

cr.oburcd. 25% o Ny U
1g truc of the Killceld © De

CTTIS . Presuanly thi

mnt Clle By the oand .f the
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G s gtidl. firing. i few .f

re still firing, but e tuvcd

Legerbed L% n, becenuse o tie aressurce fion

boeeause . ing cncirclcement fron the

m’“.oc unr vrely pdnds % uishidrow in the s uth, On
7oonerdr five uns otlll L cuoming Sonn fre 11
LINE, This ‘t)o, Aroevided oo1e

cne & nxe, Sogo.ond  inf ootry could chmergce

Thus  ulkile the uithdrawnl ucg  slovnly in

)

unad (.be(' ted, Furthcr . thce  ssuth she situction wos nove

nc. Oy o oquics elange in Jur alens so that phnse twe of  our
o ‘T

i

strucl ot v centre . Ff ocur Lnt these  toetics were of fratively
;_I_le. L Dectuee of wor comunientions and the dAfficulbty of
ent The uithdwouel wog ;,:-;‘tr‘\_l.n_vl; slew and so b?j‘f' 1680 lours whien

""" y ucre Just in the midst of their

scesndl ecttael s l“uﬂc} "5};-:.- eneryg

gl movement. The orbi 11u f:“-‘c,‘;, _g:\_;uh furthcy rovement ~nd  killcd
12 trooos were in au,ll sursuit of the cnomy by the  fime the

crtillers Lad stooncd and the  bilttle furncd into a noooing~un  2hOoSCeae

LU0 been ronlized by the Germang carly on the day 24
uctitn wes beywna reptir,  scriiug to the point thet a
chdrawnl wns pgccu LAy 2h o the next noturnl  obstacle,

acir socly ¢ )l; ted and Gejected trronse  But ~lrendy o
L850 ‘oll:,’n ceruse the MELFA R by the b Conadion
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%, CROGUING OF TV MELPL AWD . SHGURING OF 4 BRIDGEIEAD
CDN JiGih  BDE O (WEPOT x  CUMD 5 CDN LEMD BDE)

GOC'a TLTWLIFLIION

1 . “he GOC 5 Cln Armd Div issucd ordcers that 5 Cdn Arnd Bde Gp
WUl 4V o the RIVER MELFL and sccurc crossings ond o covering sosn
ooothe pagcsase T 11 Gdn Iﬂ_L Bace wwver the MsLEA,

2 5 Cdn frnd Bdc Gp consisted of:
5 Cin Arnd Blce with unlor conde

I
G Cin P Rogt (5P) RCA
64 Boy (75 m Juip Boy)
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Two btys (&P) T tk gsune - 4 Cdn & Tk Root RGA
10 P uaw RCHE

7 Lt FOOLmo RCAMT

o ;JQI_Il») CGGHG

NP | . [« B0
A 1n oo

LA e Dt REL (Lero tue drccter=draun bivs)
JQQCi“ilnicr 0 Div W0 :
R E < ,

res uirccs plus
’-._/( LIl .[\.l 1.1{_'.. D j_'\i" [}

L0 0sCTLLTION AND 2IuN -~ COMD 5 Culy L0 Lol GP
ne toe de e Bo Ul deh tlm
plrn for the oros

1o lu]L. Sccondly 1t v anore-

Fl.nk and with the uncer & inty s

rui noof  the HITLER  LING NORUH of
cinblished butwcen the HITLER LINL

e in owder thiet cnemy oosng in any

C It s alss anpreciated dhat due

neeurctely at the H oL thoe cxned

Ck-ﬂ Inf: D‘LV on e HTULMD LINE, no

could bo utilized.

oy s

' fal

md, 5 Cln Lrmd Bio Gp divided e forec

4ln3 £

5 7o cuys of which
borl in carxicrs, e remrintor on

aan o f vl
Onc »ty SF

Gn 2 = LA with in sn: Onc ey Westar R O(F) »lus
T scuubo )Ls,

Onc wiy oF & Wi g

Onc biy 8 Cin F& .

Gn & = S5Gc res uhicerh consisted oy

Tegtnr R (M) {lces ne coy cnd vae scout nls)

Cén PO Regt (HP) TC6A {lesoc no biy)
G- :J_(_C £ B i
10 P Sqn RCE (

7 Lt F¢ Anb (1c

NOTH 1 - Onc soe  f the 7 Lt PO Amb noved ulth coeh arnd rcgte

NOWE 8 = . det of six Sﬁ?u Jcer arnd sgn, tircec in
cieh of . Stw.ot tks - f the wrmd sgns,
ISR uth ll tj e .fﬂf rcgts. Thesc

(1i) The »lan in brief was ag i.llovs:

Gy X would move  thr.ough breteh forrced by 1 Cdn Inf
Div and sccurc & Tfirm basc in gen arco of MANCINI
7122 Oncc this firn bose ws cateblisihcd gn 2 would
oS8 baroug h ite firm brgse r o wn ne flonl of tho
firm bose depending uxn tiie situation, and cross TG
NIVE: MELMA nt ot ud?gﬂé. This croussing b be cflfccted
bj the Mot Gy rond 1T p“""lolp by tlic ﬂ_ T T the g0
Tnmcedintely tw crussing ooot waoe £ound, the Lcuplndcr
SN O

of tle Weotire R reedy 0 o0 fwdé ond unlu“

s

Pl

4! T ‘
G lJJ HOTAR oY
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The 8 NBH wore to Do prevarcd to cross the RIVIER MELFLA through
the brhcad if a suitable ¢rossing was found and cxpldt in

the gen dircetion of CLPRANO, During tho move fwd of 5p 2,

ons sgn of the GUlIG wac to coveor the right flanlz and onc

sqn was to cover th. lcft flank in order to cnsurc that

the Westrir B (luss ono coy) could proceed to tiic river linc
without cxposcd flanlks. Ais soon as thc brhead had boon
¢stablished and the 8 H3H been able to Cross and rove up
towards CIPRAIIO, it was anticipated that gp 1 would be rclicved
on their firm basc by 11 Cdn Inf DBdc and would then g0 into bde

res,
GROUPING
e Anticipating that thore would be difficultics in tho fw,
asscnbly arca, groupin; as outlincd above was carricd out LaST of .

the FCRME &'AQUINO in tho goen arca 7917, Thc forec grouped as
avove noved during tho night 23/24 lay into the fwad assonbly arca
in rear of 3 Cdn Inf Lde. & late change in plan rondercd it imposs-
ible to assomble in the arca previcusly laid down by Div and as
a rvsult the move fwd wont on practically all night. The nove into
tue ossombly arca was nade noru difficult by the fact that 25 Armd
3o which had boon supporting 1 Cdn Inf Div on 23 May, had t rce
turn for recfuelling and recarming. The net result of tho change in
crtyly arcas, plus thoe Aifficultics of riove on congested rds, was
2 deferment of two hrs in the tinme laid down for the lecading tps to
pess through the fwd cloments of 3 Cdn Inf Bdc.

e e
-
i

(1) The Move Fwd - Gp 1

Ls statud above, the start time laid down was 0600 hirs
out due to thiec conditions which vxXistcd plus thoe Tfact that
Lo ascembly erva was Dbein; shelled and nortarcd,

lcading ths wore not able to 5t fwd to their SL and did
cross it until 0800 hrs. Thc BCDs noved with two sqns up,

san being supporbed by a coy of inf in carricrs. Althouzh
no dircet contuct was :ado with tho cnony at first, tlic units werc
subjected to heavy fire both from front and from their right rcar in
the gon arca of sQUIN0. The first cneryy werce cncountercd in the
gon arca of 7120 which was rcached at approx 1030 hrs. Having dealt
with the cnomy inf and & tic guns in this arca, tlicy rogroupcd and
rcorganizced and pushcd on to thoir objcetive in thic arca of MANCINI
which thoy rcached at 1220 hrs. Durin; this lattor move they caic
under intonsc heavy shelling and cncountored cneryy Panther tks

and 52 38 mm guns wiich they tniagsed dostroying throc Panther tks
and capturing onc SP A Tk zun. 90 odd Paratroopers werc roundcd up
during this action and were sont back through the R 22¢ R of 3 Cdn
Inf Bde, throush which unit tho right sgqn had passcd.

(11)The Move of Gp 2 to thic RIVIER 1ILLPA

Anticipating that spoed was cssential in rcaching the RIVIR MLLIA
and that the cnony roesistance at this particular time was not well
organizcd, tho Cond 5 Cdn Arnd Ddo Gp ordcred the LASH to move fwd
from the asscrbly arca in rcar of 3 Cdn Inf Bde at 1130 hrs with

a vicw to getting this forco through the firm basc as soon after

it was csbablishcd as possiblc. AL this time the firm base had

not bheen establishoed but it was considercd that this was a legitimatoe
rislt to push the striking force fuwd and that bold action was nocoess-
arye Gp 2 noved fwd and passod throusgh the firm basc cstablished
by Gy 1 at 1340 hrs. This force moved with ono sqn up, a

rnot coy moving in rcar of the lcading squ and flanked by the

twe rear sqns. On cither side of the rcar sgns, moved
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one sgn of the GGHG (Armd Recce Regt). As soon as Gp 2
passed through the firm base, the recce tp was sent fwd
with all speed to the line of the RIVER IILFA which they
reached at 1500 hrs. following the recce tp the head of
the main force encountered, firstly, a 1t inf posn which
they destroyed and then found themselves 1n very bad

going, caused by sunken rds and cross tracks. It was

very difiricult to maintain direction. In the gen area

6924 the leading tks encountered approx a sgn of Panther tks
and SP guns. There cnsued a very heavy tk vs tk action.
Our tks were subjected to direct fire not only frou the
eneuy tks on this side of the river, but also to

eénemy tlks and SP guns on the enemy side of the river where
the ground overlooked the country to the EAST and SE of the
‘RIVER MELFA. While this tk battle was in progress, the
réecce tp managed to get three Stuart tks across the river
and were in posn on the opposlite side of the river at 1520
hrs. “he coy of theWestmr R moved fwd through the centre
of this tk battle and the leading secs of the COy were
across the river at 1530 hrs. The remainder of thc Westmr
R were already on the move fwd to the RIVER MELFA, having
been ordered to move fwd at 1540 hrs to the area of the firm
base from which Pt they continued their fwd move.

Aft er the encmy tlks and SP guns had been engaged and
destroyed, and those which had managed to escape destruction
had retired across the RIVTIR MELFA at a pt some 1000 yds
SOUTH, the LASH were positioned with one sgn in the gen
area 693242 covering the approcah to the crossing, one sqn
covering Highway 6 on the right flank and one sqn covering
the open ground to the SW of the erossing place.

After the enemy tks had been dispersed, an attempt was
made to zet our tks across the river. This was not possible
because of the steepness of the river banks and also boeanse
the river bank on our side of the MELFA wes dominated by
onemy A tk guns from the opposite side.

The remainder of the Westmr R reached the line of the
river at 1700 hrs and despite very heavy shelling and MG
fire, suecceeded in crossing tihe river before darkness. The
situation at last light was as follows:

The Estmr R was across the river but it had

not been possible to get A tk guns or SP egpt
across to them,

The lcading coy which had crossed at 1530 hrs

had been subjected to two counter attacks each
supported by tks, and had sufferesd heavy cas,

The LASH were in the posns as outlined above on
our side of the river.

8 NBH had moved to the general area 7120 and were
concentrated there, having recalled one sgn which
had becn sent wide on the right to cover the rear
of the HITLER LINE AND HIGHWAY 6. Bde HQ was ot 714200
to which place it had moved at 1600 hrs.

Two sqns of the GGHG had been concentrated,

one in the gen area 7024, and the other in the
gen area 7022.

At 2050 hrs 0C Westmr R reported that one coy was
badly placed and that he recomiended its Withdrawgl back
across the river that night with a view to attacking at
first light. 8 6-pr A tk guns of the Westmr R had been man-
handled across the RIVER MELFA under
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the most dAifficult conditions and it was felt
that as two counter attacks had been turned back earlier
in the afternoon, the se A tk guns with the two coys

and the three Stuart tks would be firm in the small
brhead which they held.

It was realized, however, that the brhead would riot
be sufficiently strong by day and it was decided to
attack fwd at first light with a view to getting at
least a two bn brhead. Accordingly at 1949 hrs the
Ir RC wer e ordered to moéve fwd from their firm base
to the line of the river, preparatory to an attack at
first lizht on the ke £t of the brhead. This attack
would cover the crossing w hich the enemy had used
earlier in the afternoon and it would enable us to
get tks across, While it was deslrable to get the
Ir R C across by night, on the advice of the 0C Woslinm
R, who pointed out the difficulty of ground and a tee
up for an asttack in that particular place, it was
recommended to the GOC. that the attack should be
deferred until 0600 hrs the following morning as out-

lined above. In this the concurrence of the GOC was
obtained.,

(111) By 1235 hrs 25 lfay 44 the brhead was finally established
on a two bn front together wi th a sqn of BCD which had
been sent acr oss to provide A tk def. This sgn had been
reduced by enemy A tk guns to two tps.

(iv) Prom the time the legding tps hit the RIVER MELFA at
1500 hrs on the 24 May until 1230 hrs on the 25 May 44
the gen area of the crossing was subjected to excep-
tionally heavy shelling and mortaring which continued
W 1thout a pause throughout this periode It was evident
that although the enemy had not intended to stand and
fight in front of the brhead, he intended to prevent
énd delay as long as possible the formation of a secure
footing on the N W side of the RIVER MELFA.

THE CAPTURE OF POFI

GOC!'s IINTENTION

AL On the 28 May 44, G OC 5 Cdn Arms Div issued orders that
5 Cdn Armd Bde would attack and capture POFI and exploit in the
gen direction FROSINONE.

I'ORCEH
2 The 5 Cdn Armd Bde Gp. The force consisted of:

S5 Cdn Armd Bde with under comd

8 Cdn I'd Regt (SP) RcA

142 Fd Re gt (3P) RA

Two SP btys 4 Cdn A tk Regt RCA

1 P4 Sgn RCE

1 Sgqn GGHEG

APPRECIATION AND PIAN

5. Due to the very enclosed nature of the country 1t was

appreciated that it would not be possible to deploy more than one

armd regt, Similarly it was considered that with the ground
practically impassable for tks and consisting of a series of razor-
back hills running at right angles to the line of adv, it would be
necessary to adv on two CLs in order to take advantage of any possible
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route fwd which might be found. Tt was realized further that in
this close country, the immeidate Sp of the mot bn would be most
Sssential to the srmour.

(1) Lccordingly the BODs with under comd two coys of the

' Westmr R and with two btys of 8P guns, were ordered to
adv on two CLs, the right hand cL running parallel to
HIGHWAY 6 and Passing NORTH of POFI, the left hand ¢I
running SW from CLPRANO. parallel to the line of the rly
for approx two miles and then swinging NW towards ARNARA
bpassing SOUTH of POFI. The objective was the high ground
running approx NORTH and SOBTH 1000 yds TAST of ARNARA.
By this plan it was hoped to out-flank and cut off POFI
and once this had heen done, mop it up with the Westmr R
less two coys. The remainder of the bde was to move on
both CLs on orders from Bde HQ as opposed to a time pro-
gramme. This was considered necessary, because of
the difficulty of judging the progress of the leading
regiment due to the difficulty of ground.

(11) The BCDs, with tps under comd, crossed the SL, which was
the rd COPRARO - CLPRANO STA, at 0500 hrs. TLittle eneny
opposition was met and the adv continued uncopposed ex-
cept for heavy shell fire until it reached the gen area
of the R FORNELLI 5527 and the RIVER MALTINGO 5525. Both
these rivers proved to be serious obstacles and it was
only after Scissors Brs had been used together with de-
molitions that the force was able to move fwd, However,
from here on, going was practically impossible and the
progress was €xceptionally slow for the tks. The mot
COys on our right adv to the gen area of POFI wiere they
came under very intense heavy shellfire which, from its
accruacy, was being brought d own by direct observation.

The sqn of the G3HG was ordered to move along the right
flank of the right CL with a view to protecting that
flank from any threat from HIGHWAY 6 and also, if possible,
to locate crossings of the numerous obstacles transwersing
the line of adv. The force eventually reached its object-
ive at 1930 hrs, having suffered several tk cas through
mines and SP A tk guns which were situated NORTH and Nw.
of HIGHVAY 6. The Westmr R were sent fwd and consclidated
on the objective, The 8 N"=H were moved fwd to a conc area
in the gen area 5227 ana the LASH in the gen area 5428 with
Bde HQ at 545257,

(1ii) During the night the Perth R moved through the objective
and occupied ARNARA.

MOVE FROM POFI TO FROSINOQNE

4, This phase in the action was a combination of both the efforts
of & Cdn Armd Bde and 11 Cdn Inf Bde. The divisional plan was that
one inf bn and one armd rezt would move to the hggh ground 1in the gen
area 48533 another armnd regt and an inf bn to the gen area high ground
4932 forming two firm bases through which 2 ¢dn Inf Bde, which was now
under comd 5 Cdn Armd Div, would move fwd to the line FROSINONE -
FROSINONE STA. At 0500 hrs the LASH moved fwd to the right firmb ase
arca and the 8 NBH moved fwd to the left firm base areca. TIn both
cases the routes fwd presented thie worst possible type of tk going.

On the right, the LASH were held up by eratered rds on either side

of which it was not possible to move tks, due to the narrowness of

the ground on either side of the rd, and the steepness of the ground,
On the left the 8 WRH found themselves confined to a very narprow rd
through very thick country and spent most of their time clearing mines
Off the rd. Shortly before 1500 hrs an urgent rnessage from Div ordered
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the LdSH to rove with all possible speed to TARTAREILA Xrd 498349
with a view to cutting off ¢nemy tks which were knownto be with-
drawing along HIGHWAY 6. The IdSH were ordered to continue their
pregress with the utmost specd to this pt. Zventually one sqgn was
moved fwd along the very narrow razor-back hills leading to this
Pt and were engaged by enemy tlks and SP guns which were well sited
along HIGHIA? 6 and also along the lateral rd in the velley approx
1000 yds to the WEST OF their axis of adv. They were silhowtted
a.rainst the sky line for the most part and could not get googd
cover. However, as soon as the enemy tks opened fire, the TdASH
from their posn engaged them and although they lost five tks, suc-

cécded in knocking out threc Panther tks, one Mk IV and one SP
47 mm gun.

(1) On the left flank as the 8 NBH were moving fwd to their
objective very slowly, they wert divered to the gen mrea
4331 on instrs from Div. Here they were to link up with
the FEC and to move fwd along the gen line of the rd and
rly leading from CECCANO - FROSINONE STA. 1o do this they
had moved fwd to the gen arva CECCANO and then NW again
to the arva detailed. Contact was made with the FEC bust
here again the going was confined to a single rd which
was heavily mined. ‘he mines were 1ifed unfor constant oon-
ditions of sniping and at last light, as 1t was not pos-
sible to leave the regt in this posn, they went into a
lasger inthe gen arca 459293,

(11) The BCDs and the Westmr R remained in res during that day
in the posns which they hadheld the night previous.
During the afterncon of the 30 May 44, 2 Cdn Inf Bde went
fwd and on the following day 5 Cdn Armd Bde came into res.

PERSONNEL CAS

1. During the period 24 May - 31 lay 44, the Bde suflersd the
following cas:
Kiiled in Action 5 O0ffrs 51 ORs
Missing presumead
killed in action 1 Offr S ORs
Woundeq 39 0ffrs 203 ORs

TK STATE

=35 uring the period 24 May - 31 May 44, 5 Cdn Arm@ Bde Gp
inel 8 Udn Fd Regb .(SP) RCA and the GGHG had the following cas:

(a) Totally destroyed - 32 tks

(b) Tas from &ll sow ces other than totally destroyed
24l. Of the 141 cas 99 were rscovsred and returnsd
0 units and the remeining 42 are accounted for as
follows: ‘

-1 tks fBurned over to 5 Cdn Armd Bde Wksp
12 tks sealed "G" Cas - pending evac

10 tks in AWD in process of repair and
9 tks still awalting rec as at 31 May 44,

NOTE: During any 24 hrs period between 24 lay and 31
May 44, the unit average tk str was 50.
LESSONS

Out of the actions which took place betwseu 24 and 3l May 44,
the following lessons hav: been drawns



ASSENBLY AREA

La The assembly area in rear of 3 ¢dn Inf Bde in the
initial attack was too small, Tn addition it was allotted so

lato that time did not permit of a recce by Div. Recce of an
agsembly area by nicht presents too many hazards when it is
necegsary to get tps across the SL at s definite time. 1In

this particular instance, it was necessary to defer the time of
crossing the SL by two hrs, because of the impossibility of
zetting tks and inf into their correct bosns in the assembly area.

TRAFRIC CONTROL

Zr It 1s rcalized that centralized TC ia the i1deal to
be aimed at, but when plans are changed on short notice and
time does not permit for tho existing TC to be made aware of
change in plan, it is considered that secs of the Pro should
be allotted to the bde concerned, in order that the egpt can
be brought fwd. MNov into the agsembly area in rear of 3 Cdn
Inf Bde was a case where secs of Pro working with bde would
have been of the greatest possible agsistance,

TANKS

o v

£ (a) The country between CEPRANO and FROSINONE is very
close country, The only method of goetting tks fwd in this

type of country is for individual tk comds to dismount and

carry out recces on foot. This, aturally, is a very slow
procedure and results in holding up the gen adv of the force.

It is considered that gen progress can be made much better by
using, in this type of country, inf who can go fwd clearing

rds of mines, or with so» assistnace creating diversions

fround obstocles, all of which facilitates the fwd mov of

tks to sp them when they require that sp.

(b} Regimental Frequency - There still exists a dif-
ference of opinion as to the valuo of regimental frequency.
The LASH who had most of the tk vs tk action, used the
regimental frequency throughout and arec convinced that it
is the answor in an srmd regt; on the other hand, the other
bwo armd rozts continued to use sgn frequency.

SCISSORS BR

4, The prescnt WE of Scissors Brs in an armd bde is
three, During the move fwd from CEPRANO towards FROSINONE
two brs werc used and served a very useful purpose., However,
after being crossed by an armd regt, unless it has been
possible to put in firm bank seats, the brs go out of align-
ment and arc render:d unserviceable., Had the armd bde been -
sent fwd again on the 31 May, its rosources of Scissors Brs
would have becen cxhausted. It is recommended, therefore,
that for an armd fmn working in country such as this, the WE
he increased from three to six.

SPR_RECCE AND WORKING PARTIES

S In the initial move from the HITLER LINE to the
RIVIR MELFA dets of 18 sprs per armd regt were carried by
cach armd regt in Stusrt tks on the basis of 6 sprs per
crmd sqn, 3 sprs being carried in each of 2 Stuart tks.
These parties wore able not only to carry out spr recce but
to assist in clearing mines, carrying out demolitions and
creating diversions where necessary,

VATHTENANCE OF DIRECTION

6. In close country where tree foliage prevents land
marks on the flanks or in front boing svoen by tk comds, the
rinintenance of dircction is most dirficult. Two methods
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woro tricd out durins thoe latter phasc of the 5 Cdn srmd Béo
tion and both provad to bHe of sood valuce The firct mothod

was the use of air Lursts over “olfinito pte along the CL.

Susveral variaticons of tidr worc uscd consisting of hish and

low anglc glints and alco using sualvos of air hurst varying in
nuwcr fron two to five rds. The sccond ncthod tiod in with
tho type of arty sp whiich wmas usad Dy the bde and which con-
sistéd of a Scrics of numborod targsets. DBy calling down firc
on tlhicze nuwibered tarsets 1t was possible for comds to detbor-

rure thedir rolabive posn.

CLOE L2 W TiHF AT JITCITT
7 e In the action NORTIH of POMI an inctance arosc whoro
tho remmante of an amid sqn wideh Lad Loon cnjaging cnony tlks
found itsclf in a pesn which it was not possidlc %0 lcave,
duc to the tactical situation. Tho plan of the inf bde aid
not include protuectlon on tuis Tlani: by nichte It wes nocos-~
sary to lialsc with 2 Cdn Inf Bdc in ordecr to obbain inf
persommcel from thion to putrol and cover the arca in which
the tks romained for the night. It is rocormendod that as
<Tar as possiblo, uhpro unit of the armd bde arce sent on
Spucial tasks, Thou ht ! givon by iisgher frne as to whoether
or not arnour is Lo bo wrt drown by night and if not wheat
read justnent o thic nlan oan oo nade to provide thic nccessary
Droteection for tlhic tls.
LOT Dy
Ga Whilo it is voalized that offorts have boun madc
to obtain half-tracl: vohis Jor thoe ot bn, as o lesgon of the
hattle, it is n coswalj to rocord the neccgcity of having the

ot bn and proforanly all inf Horsonncl in ;ﬂli traclt vchs.

A TX GUN PLoT VIR
e The 6 pr & 3k gun PORTEER vel is rost undatisfactory
Decausce ol ite porformance and its size. It is recormarded
L”qt it b roplaced by carriocrs univorsal.
ART

10.  (a) A0P -~ The 40P proved to Lo of the ruatest possible
valuc In all actions in which tlhic 5 Can Arnd Ldc was involved.
dot only froa a stralsht gunner's
from its value as a rcans of imacdiate and :ied recccee. The AOPs
wore used to obtain infn about the irmediate front of tlhic bde
woell as the arca approx 5000 to S000 vds in rcar of tlic cnemy
FDLs. It is rcecorzicnded tlat an A0P T1t be mdde available to
Blic aimd bde, this 1t
ing directl; with the arty.

(b) JOEP Druh‘_VS e~ In country wherce rds arc Toew and

comprisu nogtly traclks, the Joop Drawn 7orry sun is undoubtly
Tao answer The STy vdlell worlzed under cond of 5 Cdn arnd bde
was ol to nove fwd at all tinmcs despite bad rds and hoavy

tralfic con&itions. In ord
aril action, it is rocormoend
included as part ol arty S0

i To leop pace with fast noving
el that whoen possivlc Jeoop Dtys be

(c) S? Arty - Tho value of 32 arty becanme most ovidont
-u—--O--- oo o
during the perilod 24 -31 lay 44 when dUu to rd conditions and

voint of vicw, bul particularly

voelng: in addition to the normal £it work-

hcavy tralffic i1t was not posg.iLlc to move {uwd tractor drawn arty

whien roquircd.  vuring the cntirc peried, the armd bde had at
all timcs tlic sp of thic 8P arty and at many timcs this was the
ouly P availablce and rcadv to Tirc,.
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LARTY FIRE PROBRAMME

ATR

1L, In armd zction whers due to ground conditions ond

to situations which rcquire guck and flexible change of

plen it was found that the most suitable form of arty sp was thatl
cmnloyod durins the 1a Lior stages of the acction. This consisted
o seleeting targets off the map by study of scrial photos,

e knowledge oi tho method uood by tne enemy in sighting ~Atk
cuns and also posns likely to be uﬂhd ag OPs. Wlthout regis-
tv"tLon, those tar~sests were numbe and recorded as Murders and
Stonks by the CRAs Q. The t“r”wt numb“rs together with their
nap co-ordinates wire then given to units on a basis of one

liat per tp lesder. Not only did units use these numbered
targets for arty sp which when required camc down very: qu1oklv,

but clso uscd them as an casy and quick method of ruporting
theilr posns.

THNTACLE

IR The Air Tel with 5 Cdn Armd Bde Gp 1IQ was used con-
stantly, and proved to be of the grceatest value in dealing
with tgr”d cs which wero of immediate importsnce. It is under-
stood from tho alr tel that this fmn wade greatcr usc of the

2ir tel thrn has any provious fmn. It is rccommended that

all comds be advised of the usefulncss of this means of sp and
considers it as anothicr form, of very offcctive eand very quick
arty sp. However, it is fclt that when armour is being employed
CABRAINK should be full es far =8 alr force rasourcos will pormit.
There were many occasions when the AQOP spotted tar-cts which
either could not be derlt with by the arty or which arty firc
could not offectively neutralize. “Whoen Air Sp wos roquoested it
was found th L thoe CARRANK wes not functioning and as a rcesult

this in sowe cassy monnt loss of tarpet.

LOoS WITH FLANK TUMN3
13, Tho nocessity of obtaining quick and cccurate infm
rigerding ths action of flankineg frans was most evident through-
st ths snt’roe period. Althoush 5 Cdn Arid BRdce had LOs with both
7C Div on the right and FEC on tho loft, the distence involved
rendored tv’.*wiSSion,of infr b7 the 19 sct .ost difficult. It
is reeommendcd 2s o rosult of this cxporioncse that o service
gsinilor to the PHANITON organizabtion consisting of traincd offrs
on tho high powcroed sets ot 2ll loading bde H3s boe submitted
for approvhl to hizher authority.

TNEM

14, In an armd rcot where actlon demends thet RI, be con-
stently on the move, 1t is not possiblc for the IC to

collnte or compilc or obtrin from Pis the infm which wmight be
of very reel veolue. Armd Bde H., IC ig avallablce for collecting
identitics ~nd documints from PAs. But any form of intoerrog-
otion does not take ploco until cither:

(o) the FPW is nt back to tho Div cage, or
(b) T TC frow Div com-s fwd to Bde T Je
In both caszss thor. is a considerablc delay in time. It is

rocorricnded that o pool of interrogators be made available
within Corps risourccs end the trainoed 1nturrojutors within
this pool be allotted to armd bdes, whon thoe armd bde is tho
londing fin in an ncction.
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15, “s & rosult of th wetion the valuc of huving comds of
supsorting arns at Sl 13 of the ivm whon thoy wroe su ):)ortulg
loug Dol ore the vetion bolies HL 3, camnot Le ov or criphiasizod.

S nlac
Throughout thowction corls of supporting arns worc not ohly in
T Dicturs bHut were in the 1ind of the comd, maow his mothods
auc in practically overy caso werc able o anticipate denands
roguired of thoer.

15, It 1s rcaliscd that the rate at wiich the frn moved
off the 1/25000 sihicots made the dis tritsution of nups a dif-
Ticult taslts In the cosce of an ~rnd comd a map ucnns o sroeat
doal morc thian thc provision of a layout of »dg. llost mov is
done across country and for o succosgiul 0p muca dcteiled study
1 r 5 i 1“1'“/' witi. photos.

must e uade fron thc naps of thoe arca. Sand N
) it :

i
uy to the JLVID MILPA

The photos vssd in thie in
wure yﬁPSOO gocgloes Th hest °calu Tor arnd

+=

Irms and it i wiotos be produccd, lon
Lad of the tune required lun uptlrﬁjauhon of thoe requiruilunts
arnmd rogts.

VTR YA T Y e
4 - LR = o - L LN

e (a) RCANC - The plan of nlacing oni sce undor cord of
sach armd ro ¥ in thic initial action from the LITLUR LIND to the
crossing of the BIVAER LA way undoubtodly a bdd nistake. This
bocaine ovident as soon as sues ero Goonet wut tlie extra assiste-
ance of thoe KD”S'S resonress were required. 4t is considored that
Tl best rietliol of movans uhu wedical rosourcos was that uscd by
C o ADUS in tho succowding Du&S(S of the action, when all of his
cgources wore rotained under corvdl and dﬁsvosed as b deomed
88arys. The sug-ostion that tlo original plan was a mistake

sl
Gowr not In an way sug ost t at the arnd bic rceevived nonc but
Gho bbot of medical atuumt el '

iie!

Sl
o
¢

throughout tlic action; it is only
reoan o lesson of thic battle wi.ich has alrcady beoon
ruCuLLLGd cot oput dnto coffect

() LODs = fmv crowaent v iell proviously has beon vut
Lw' with regard to notb visiving to create LOL jersonncl in cach
unit %as now woon nulll le This fim din accordance with the
Corus Comdls policy, now that it las cormpletoed its first battle
will maintoin thoe nhlb ©of LOD persomncl as dirocetods

\I‘

Lationg - Uﬂ\o valuc of thic compo pacl: cannot bo

OV Ol LN)ATSiZuO T
T

of Cdn

l—)-v

tho porlod 24 - 31 lay 44, units
VIR VL uuhow Wwith thosce units vhich care undoer

(@]}

..’
1 DAC and Tor wvhich it vous vogssible to provide compo
ore anlo to carry on with the ninirum of adm vehs 3.Ce
petrol, amn and fitters. In addition Ths were always fod with
thio rooultu 16 nigh morale wliich was ovident throughout,

comd of the

pucks, we

3 In conclusion it is desired to point out that tho
big jcet legson of tiww untirs watile poriod was the valuc of
Imowing well the comds of supoorting arms, {horc cxisted at all
1cs constant and full co-oporation and rather than having a
die supportod Ly so nany arms, the force consisted of a lar“
Traaily of all arns, cach coud and cach unit feecling and Ynovi-
ing hat he was o vory definite part of the force and that tho
success of tho force was made possible only throush the offorts
of his own comd,.
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(J.D. B. Smith) brig
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