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2 ODN_INF BDE
SECTION 1 _TRAINING PERIOD AND CONGENTRATION

1, 2 Cdn Inf Bde was relieved by 25 Ind Inf Bde on .
23/24 Apr after a long winter spent under very trying and
depressing circumstances,

2, The tps were not in good physical condition and
their trg had been limited to manning of def posns and
patrolling.

3 It was realized that the bde would require
intensive offensive trg before it would be battle worthy
for the summer campaign.

4, The bce moved to the area of VINCHIATURA and speut
ten days on inteusive trg, The tps were pressed at all
times and got little rest, but at the end of the trg pericd
they were fit, all the pts of adm were tidied up and eqpt
was brought up to WE.

De The pts stressed ¢ ring the trg were:

(a) hardening

(b) rapid movement to the attack followed by
rapid consolidation and cxploitation

{c¢) ecarrying of battle loads

(d) scaling down of tpt and eqpt

Trg to.k place on the coy level so that junior
somds could take hold of their comds and d.vclop a team
gpirit within them, Bde HQ supervised the trg and submitted
reports on all coys within the bde which gave bns an
impartial report on the statc of trg of their coys, Faults
wore then rectified.

6 The sp arms were also sorting out their own
problems during this period. It was found that the 1 A tk
Regt guns could get across rough ground much better than
the unit A tk Pl guns hauled by 15 cwt vch.

Te When the bde left VINCHIATURA, all ranks were
superbly confident in-their leaders, wpns, and above 11,
themselves.

LUCERA

8. The bde gp moved to LUCERA (s¢ J12, ref BENEVE. )
sheet 1/250,000) on 8 May for three days tk and inf trg.
This bde was fortunate in being allotted the NORTH IRISH'
HORSE, a regt that distinguished itself at LONGSTOP EILL,
The NIH werc equipped with ® »th Churehill and Sherman tks.
The regt had just arrived from N AFRICA and werc the first
Churochill tks to be employed in ITALY.
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. The trg was on 2 Coy = Sqn level. All riflc ocoys
fad time to learn the technigue of tk co-op and in particrar
ecomn problems were worked out. The re-nlt was that, by U
end of trg, all 'mits were confident ti-% t.c troublesome
problem of tmarrying up' tks and inf nad been largely sol  >d.
This would leave comds at all levels freo to make a quic!
co=op plan if tks were allotted in sp of inf at short nouv.ce,

10. The tps also were siven greatb confidence in their
tks by being able to see whr© fire sp they could geb from
them, Use of smoke from cloué sp tks was made a feature of
the inf adv over open ground duringz the schemes. The
schemes were donc with live amn on & fd firing range, 10
miles SW of LUCERA.

1l. A very important feature of this tk trg was that'’
the inf were abl to get together efter hrs and really zet
to know eéach ot .r personally. A vory ha»py nertnership
resulted.

12, 411 this time the squipping of the bde continucde.
Unfortunately the bde was travelling three days behind the
rest of the div and being separated from the main div adm
installetions, got %last choice'! on what stores werc availables
Although clothing stores were not available on a wholly
satisfactory scale. all wpns and gssential fighting gear

were recoived and | ut in first rate condition.

CONCENTRATION

13. The Bde Gp moved from LUCERA to CASERTA on 12

May &nd enroute were informed that the offensive had startoad
the previous nicht with 4 British Div ~nd 8 Ind Div forei. ;
the RAPIDO belo: CASSINO.

<14, The Bde Gp arrived in the arce of VERRONI, abce
three miles NORTH of S AGATA, N4276, and were given the . .le
of res bde, The policy for the Div was to move fwd as more
tps of 13 Corps were committed to battle. 1 and 3 Bdes were
ehead of 2 Bde working up t a conc area near MIGN/NO G9812.

15. Now that the battle had begun, security was lifted
and it was possible to study, in more detail, the battle the
bde might have to fight., The Army Comd's plan was to main-
tain the momentum at all cosis. Sufficient fmns wcre aveil-
able to make this possible by passing fresh fmns through.

16. Te P ; Comd was given three dave for trg with the
object of studying the problems of tho Li.. VALLEY battle
fd. For the first timoc =2n adequate sup of [fir Photos and
maps were available and e study period was held for offrs
of the bde down to coy comds. The ADOLF HITLER LINE was
studied from an excellent def overprint on sheet 160 IIT
NE PONTECORVO., The solution arrived at by all syndicates
favoured s two bn up attack cutting the PONTECORVC rd by
seizing the high gound, pts 106 733175 and 107 1738181
and pessing the th =d bn through to exploit to pt 726185.
Tt will be interesting to remember the plan later.

17. The adm set-up was drastically altered at this time.
This Bde waz only allowed to take 104 vehs into the vulley.
These 104 vehs were divided into F, 4, and B echs., The
remainder of th vehs were placed undcr div control in "
area, We were ..ot to expect o see +thew for Tive weeks.

How sounQee. .
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How sound was the policy of restricting tpt in the valley

is vividly illustrated later. This restricuion of tpt,
although not crippling 2 Bde units, did stretch them and

a great deal of thought had to_Dbc given to leading tables -

and deciding what w3 essential to tho battlce, It was for=
tunate that 2t leac. we could foresee the approx type of battle
the Bde Gp would fight.

18, Lt this time bns were given 4 VICKERS MMG8 each and
ordered to produce at once, an MMG pl within the unit w~ith

an all rank strength of 27, This meant & re-org within un' ts
ot the lact moment, The Sask LI, MMG Coy, assisted in tr¢ she
" men but only two days were available. 11 addition, the guus
were in poor shape and missing essential parts, No incre ‘e
in personnel was made. Bns had to find personnel from ri "G
coys and the Carrier Pl.

19. The bde sorted itself out and moved fwd to a conc
area at 09630 on 17 May. " vehs were left in the arca
formed by triangle of rds sq H00 and WB# cch was brigaded
noving in rear of the coln. The muve went without incident
but as bde entered the Lrmy area the need for a rigid traffic
control became more apparent,

20. Fwd from COX's CORNER (924150), the rds degeneratca
into tracks badl: chewed up by the hy fighting, Movement off
rds was preventc. by mines. Leargc numbers of orty units, REs
atc, were jockeying for rd space. Bottleuccks caused by blows
and brs occurred every fow miles. Once we entered the strean,
progress was very slow. .

21, The bde crossed the GALRI and moved to & conc area
SOUTH of PIGNATARO following close behind 1 and % Bdes who
by this time were engaged in a running battle between the
QUSTALY and ADOLF HT 'LER lines. The bde moved tactically with
under comd each bm, one 4 tk tp and one MMG pl.

22, 1 and 3 Bies were being dciayed by demolitions,
mines and stiffening opposition. In particular the rds were
chock full of tpt and routes were few and Narrowe. Lt this
time 2 Cdn Inf Bde orders werc to keep well up and be
prepared to pas: through either 1 or 3 Bde. The apprecia  .on
of the strength -f the HITLER LINE varicd, but generally, .-
very optimistic view was taken and the tcondency was to ur 3I=
estimate it's strength. There was no doubt that ths ene

was badly disorganized and suffering hy casualties, but o
still has not cormitted his available res, «ll ranks were
cheerad on by the remarkable progress of the French on our
left who had pressed on well beyond 8 GIORGIO.

23. The war was brought home %o the bde that night by
a conc air raid on the bds area. The rds were packed with
tpt and presented a wonderful target. The rds selected as
routes in the traffic gontrol plan were often suitadble only
for single line traffie¢, Tho alternative routes were not
controllsd from .e beginning, Deployment off the rds was
hampered by sun' n rds and mines.

24, As 2 Bde HQ was very close behind the leading bns,
the Bds Comd decided to work fwd tactically from onec fimy
base to another. In the PIGILTURO area the bde was disposed
as follows: PPCLI arca 826156, Soaforth of C 823146, L
Edmn R 836145, Bdes HQ 852137. "B" ech remained back at

the SPeBdWaY. LI Y ]
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the Speedway near the div adm installations, The traffic

on the rds made maintenance to bns very difficult but dvrs
and QMs managed somehow to maintain their units. In addition
the bde got lots of sleep and in no casc did bns receive
orders and count:r orders nor move unnecessarilye.

25, On the morning of 18 May the L Edmn R moved to @ :ea
812138 and the PPCLI to 805148. Bde HQ moved to the otheu
‘side of PIGNATURO at 816144, The Seaforth of C remained at
their old locn, The NIH had moved by rail from LUCERA and
detraihed at the Speedway. 7 great drive their CO had
managed to get them fwd two cays earlier than had been
expocted, The sqns moved up in the afternoon and Joined
their bns at approx 1800 hrs.

26, At 1500 hrs 1 Bde had adv suffidlently to permit a
further move. The CLUB route was blocked by mines and dem-
olitions. When ' ‘¢ route was opened, the bns moved fwd
slightly, to thc ollowing areas: PPCLI 789128, Seaforth of
¢ to 786137 ahd the L Edmn R to 800140. .Jic HQ remained at
itts 2ld locn. The hde had been remarkable free from enemy
shelling and mortaring. The German guns had not really been
dug in after his withdrawal from the GUSTAV LINE. 2 Bde move
was very hampered by 1 Bde trts A clear rd had been promised
but 1 Bde tpt had not been able to get through and blocked
the adv, In addition much arty was moving up. Howcver, the
Bde was in posn by 7130 hrs,

27, Bde HQ moved off early on the 19 May following
close behind the leading bns, and wu: seriously handicapped
by no traffic control in the fwd areas. & mnasty traffic

jam occurred at br 783132, However, the marching tps could
press on and by afternoon were est as follows: Seaforth c® C
760165, PPCLI 758166 and L Edmn R at 768153, Bde HQ 768.. 1.
Difficulty was etperienced in getting tks fwd but alternative
routes were found,

28. During this dey, 1 and 3 Bdes reached posns app O>X
1000 yds from the ADOLF HITLER LINE. They encountered strong
opposition and by nightfall received orders to consolidate
and patrol fwd to get infm o: the line., The 4 PLDG were
moved to the left flank and probed fwd along the axis of the
CLUB route with their left flank on the LIRI R. The Seaforth
of C had been moved up in anticipation of 1 Bde belng clear
of their area, but this was not so and they were forced to
draw back some 1000 yds to the area 769155. The tps soon

got dug in and spent a good night although shelling and
mortaring increa: 4.
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SECTION II THE BATTLE OF THE ADCT.F HITLER LINE

PLANNING, RECONNAISSANCE AND FORMING UP

1. During the day of 7”0 May, 1 Bde and Recce made

good progress and found an E:3ATZ Dn holding the approaches

to PONTEGORVO., The GOC decided th:t the main thrust would be
made against the sector 742198 to 739189. The attack would be
made by 2 Bde, During the afternoon the Bde Comd was ordered
to relieve 3 Bde that night, patrol vigourously and be in
posn to attack the line at first light 22 May,

2. An "0" p was held at Div BQ at 1700 hrs 20 May
and the above plan was given out, In thc . uniime the bnsg
had contacted the bng they were to relieve in 3 Bde. 3 Bde
was to cover the relief with their patrols. In addition tk
and sapper parties were to go out to recce the routes and
minefds. The RCE were to be in charge of these rscces with
covering parties from 3 Bde.

. The Bde C nd gave his orders at 1900 hrs to the Bde
"O" Gp, Bns were '  begin moving after dark, Howsver, before
bns moved, tie move was postponed to the following night.

4, The Bde Ccmd was rscalled to Div HQ shortly after his
own orders. The Div Comd had received infm which prompted him’
to0 form ean alternative plan for piercing the ADOLF HITLER T.INE,
During the day, 1 Bde had made good progress. The Div Cor.

felt that if this momentum could be mai. :ained 1 Bde coula
gecure a firm base in the area pt 106 738185, pt 111 727785
and area 722200, In this way the enemy ‘n the line woulc )
either have to withdraw or be emasculated from front and zar.
However the original plan stood but the date was adv to 2> May,

X During the night 0°/21 May, higher authority
directed the GOC to attack o a broader front. It was then
decided that 2 Bde would attack as planned, 3 Bde would
sidestép to the left and attack on a one bn front simultan-
cously. A new "0" Gp was held at Div 0800 hrs 21 May and
both plans were given out; 2 Bde in addition to the NIH were
allotted 51 RTR in sp.

6o . The o> vr was passed on to the Bde Gp at 1330 hrs.
Strong fightin uud recce patrols were ar- i 0y both the
PPCLI and Seaforth of € for night 21/22 May., In addition,
sapper and tk recces were to be made of routes through the
woods in front of the line ard of minefds,

. Bns got off their patrol parties to contact 3> Bde
units during the morning. In addition, scouts were sent out
in daylight to stud~ the posns. They were able t0 approach
the far edge of thc woods area 746194 because of the dense
undergrowth and short fds of fire.

8 The Bde Comd wags called to Div in the evening at
1900 hrs and was told that 2 Bde would not move until evening
22/2% May. The bns were ordered to remain in their present
locens, Patrols were to go out provided they were in by 00 )
hrs so that 3 Bd: could send out fighti.  patrols into the
line afterwards.
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9 Owing to casualtles suffered by 51 RIR during

21 May, Comd 25 Tk Bde could only 1llot one sqn in addition
to the NIH, It was deoided that tae allotment should be one
sqn NIH in sp PPCLI, two sqna NIH in sp Seaforth of C and
one squn 51 RIR under comd NIH in sp the L Edmn R.

10, Patrols wers sent out on the PPCLI front and
reported the woo”; up to 748193 clear of mines and suitable
for tks moving ¢ a 'Tp up'! front., The patrol wad not

able to go further as it had to be in by "700 Lhrs. It was

to appear during the zetion that thers were tk mines in the
area 746194, Owing to a misunderstanding the patrol scheduled
to go out on the Seaforth of C front did not go out.

11. On the morning 22 May a coord conference was held
at Div HQ, The CRE was able to state that his recce parties
had been up to the vire on the div front, (excl Seaforth of

C front), The wir- was single concertina, 4-5 ft thick, The
conference tidied up all pts and the plan of the combined

2 and 3 Bde attacks was decided up~n. Thr CRA was hard
pressed in having to produce two major fire plans,

i2, During the day, 3 Bde launched a coy attack sp
by tks but were repulsed with hy casualties, 1 Bde conti: e
to meke steady o rogress on the left ac  1so did the 4 PLL. .

13, All was ready for the battle, Bde HQ est o TA~ 1§
close to TAC 3 Bde and TAC Div, at 77218

PINAL PLAN

14, The attack was to se delivered with two bns up,

PPCLI on the right and Seaforth o C on the left. The Se%forth
of C had two sqns of the NIH in sy, PPCLI had one and the
sqn from 51 RTR was in sp of the L Edmn R, The plan was
simple and divided into two phases, Phase 1 provided that
the first objective would be the line of the rd from AQUINO
to PONTECORVO, r 1ghly 2long the inner edge of the def.
This was to be ., by a hy and elaborate barrage with ccnc,
After o sixty minute pause the L Edmn R - -:1¢ pass through
PPCLI. In phase 2, the Scaforth of C were to adv on the
left and L Edmn R on the right, PPCLI making a firm flank
to the NORTH, The final objective was to be the PONTECORVO
rd WEST of the 73° grid.

15, Sp arms were as followsy 3 Fd Regt, RCA would be

in olose sp and world if necessary be called off the barrage
for emergency tasl:., Lt Col Ross was =t Bde HQ. For A tk
arty, bde had the 111 SP A tk Bty, RCA less one tp, with 90

A tk Bty, RCA under comd. In orde™ to redice the amount of

wh tpt in the fwd areas a limited number of A tk guns were
taken up in the initial stages. The PPCLI had a lim’ted obj=-
ective and a good rd leading to it so they took their regt A

tk guns with thsm, The Seaforth of C were allotted a2 co -osite
tp of 90 A tk Ity consisting of two 6 irs and two 17 pd.
because of the :onsiderable amount c¢° CTOSS country goinr ahead
of them, Half-track vehs and quads we s more suitable 7 -
cross country work and the same arrangements wers made i

the L Edmn R. Two SP A tk tps were allotted in sp of G
Seaforth of C and PPCLI in the first stage and for the L

Edmn R and Seaforth of € i~ the second.
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16, The A tk plan provided that as soon as possible after
the capture of each objective the SP guns would relieve tia

tks to enable the latter to consolidate. Similarily, as

soon as the wh guns got up they would relieve the SP gun: .

The MMG ¢oy of the Sp Gp was given a task of protecting the
right flank near the SL looking up the FORME 4YAQUINO. They
had observation of the wvall: - and the gully to the right of

the PPCLI and were warned that they would probably be required
to move fwd to the right of PPCLI on consolidation.

17, Bns Wegan to take over from 3 Bde at 1700 hre, Tks
moved fwd at. 2100 hrs and all were soon in posn anc shaken o'
in the Bde asgembly area,

18, The & was recced and routes marked. ZEngr patrols
govered by inf cleared a minefd on the Seccorth of C front
Just over the SL.. Patrols probed deep into the woods up to
744193 on the right and 746186 on the left without meking
contact,

19, Int on the line before the battle was guardedly
optimistic. It was known ho@ver that additionel tps, A tk -
guns and SP guns h+1 been brought up to strengthen the line.
Alr photos ctill b < not revealed the nature of camouflaged
objects in the line. Tk mines which later bothered the tks
on the right flank were not found n.r suspccted,

THE BATTLE

20, On the morning of 23 May, a CB programme lastin -
20 mins was firod and four mins before i hr %0600 hrs) the
barrage came dowi, Both fwd bns repcrted the SL and late
PPCLY reported that the two fwd coys ha' reached the wir .

and were meeting brisk opposition, Infm was scanty at t .
outset but it became apparent that ths leading inf were making
good progress although the tks with both bns had encountered
mines., Although mines had »:en cleared esarlier more were
found further fwd. The inf contiruwed to fight fwd through

hy enemy arty and mortar def fire. Mist, smoke and the dust
of the barrage 1lncreased the original control problem created
© by woods, vegetation and tall grains

21, Wireless comn with the L Edmn R was lost early in
the action and I Col RC Coleman, MC, was wounded while
moving with fwd lements of his bn close behind PPCLI,
Unfortunately ine res coys of the fwd bus ._ve unable to get
fwd for mopping wp beocausc of the enemy def fire covering

the open ground beyond the minefd. The whole area was
eminently suited for def, th- crops and treses providing cover
for the defenders and conceaiment for A tk and machine guns.
The tks made repeated attempts to get through the mines with
sappers working in the face of very hy fire., Bde HQ was '
kept infm by Lt Col} C.B. Ware, DSO, and Lt Col S.W. Thomgon,
DSQ, MC, but there was still no comn with the L Edmn R,
Although each bn had two 22 sets, neither bde nor the arty
could get the L Edmn R on the air., Japt R.N. Good, Bde Sigs
Offr took up another set in a socout car, He was at first
unable to locate the BnHQ and toured the fwd area having a

. very narrow sscape when the veh was hit by mortar fragments.
During this period bde was constantly in toueh with div &
from time to ti. e the starting time fo. phase 2 was postpcuied,
It was not until about noon that the 3de Comd got confirm tion
that two Seaforth of C coys were on the first ohjective 't

without tks ssees
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without tks., Two coys of PPCLI had been seen to go through
the wire into the def but there was no word from them. The
Bde Comd had several conversations with the GOC on the phone
and told him that the situation was not considered sufficiently
firm for phase 2.

22, *In the menntime the fwd bns continued to try to
fight fwd, Comn w.th the L Edmn R was finally re-cstablished
and it was found that they had suffered hy casualties from
def fire., The leading coys of the L Edmn X had passed through
the res coy of the PPCLI in the period when comn with bde was
out and were in the area 746194 where re-entrant from the
NORTH cut in toward the rd axis and narrowed the already
narrow front, scueezing elements of two bns into an area . me
300 yds broad. As usually happens dvri.z a battle various
garbled reports of extremely hy casuzalties came in from o1
vns. The tks had also suffered heavily from & tk guns

sited both in ths line and on high grounld in the AQUINO

aprea T421. Lt Col Strickland comd the NIH had gone fwd and
org a sqn from the remnants, This was being refu elled

and re-arméd and it was dec: 'ed to send it well around the
left flank following the Car.t & YR who were on their
objectives Lt Col Thomson assureé the Bde Comd that his

men were holding out but had no A tk wpns except their

PIATs., Despite the efforts of Major H Burnett, MC, of the

90 A4 tk Bty, it was impossible to remedy this situ=ation,

23, ‘In th® period the Bde Comd wished to exbricate
the L Edmn R bu. found this res bn had pushed fwd hoping to
start phase 2 and were out of contact., Lucir fwd sets had
all bean knocked out as had those of the arty rep with Lt
Col Coleman,

24, The GOC had appreciated that advantage should be
taken of the left flank success of the Seaforth of C and the
Garlt & YR and at a2bout 1330 hrs issued orders for 3 Cdn

Inf Bde to re=-gp ar il launch a flanking attack through the
latter, This atta : was put in very quickly and was completely
suocessful., A fair number of tks got up into the area of
the objeotive and reported that the Seaforth of C were not
there, Since they were suffering from A tk fire they tried
#0 withdraw slightly for cover but were engaged by SP guns
fror behind as they withdrew and the tks lost heavily. Tre
report on the S-aforth of C was later found to be erronec
and it i3 probale that they had gone L. ground, After tl:
3 Bdc attack got well on tks did reacn the fwd Seaforth -

0 coys but these in the meantime had b en attacked by ¢ 1y
tks and were badly oui up. i

25 During the afternoon the MMG coy and the third tp
of 90 A tk Bty moved into pr n on the SL area to form 2
stop line in the event of co.nter attacks with amour from
the AQUINO arca. enery counter attacks were launched on at
least two occasions and were effectively dealt with by arty
oonce From this pt on, once the Div res had completed its
task, the bne were ordered to consolidate. The L Fdmn R

was ordercdceses
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was ordered to leave one co) under comd PPGEI, the rest of
the bn being ordered into the gap on the right flank of the
Garlt & YR Lt Col S.W. Thomson, DSO, MG, reported his cas-
walties as extremely severc, the WO fwd coys having been
decimated 'y the adv and the enemy counter attack with tks.
1t Col C.B. Ware, DSO, had no word of his two fwd coys and
the remeinder he” hy casualtles. Thz bns consolidated on the
ground they had sached. A tk defs were co=ordinated by
Major H Burneti, MC, and the tks were rolizved for refuelling
and rearming.

26, Stirong patrols were sent out that night by PPCLI aad
the L Edmn R, Incescant sniping and hy mortar and arty fire
continued until dark and into the night. Both patrols pushed
fwd to the objective and could find no trace of the fwd coys
of the Seaforth of C or PPCLI except for dead and wounded..
Pockets of enemy r sistance remained active over the whole
objsctive area anc the patrols did a good deal of mopping

up and took a number of PsW.

27 To sum up, it was & very tough and steady fight by
the fwd elements all day long. The res bn and the rear elementsg
of the two fwd bns took hy puni shment from hy mortar and
machine gun fir:, While it was not lpo=-ible to consolide . : on
the objective t: e fwd bns and tks hermered away all day &%

the sec of the line generally consider«=d to have been th
strongest, Continued pressure by 2 Cdn Inf Bge and the ot
that the inf penetrated the def where they inflicted hy
casualties enabled the left hook to be delivered successfullye.

28. Casualties were L. but during the night and the
next morning quite a number came in from the fwd coys and the
gicture looked brighter. The total casualties were approx
wenty offrs and five hundred and sixty ORs, but the bulk of
the wounded were fortunately minor casualties. As a resuli
of close ground and the hy and continuous fire the bns werc
considerably disrrgenized. It was remarkable how quickly
this was put ri~.t., The vigour of patrols during the night
is sufficient -roof. By next morning offre -~rd men were in
pretty good heart althourh at the end of the day very few
rifle coy offrs and WOs were left in any bn., Of %the two
goys of the PPCLI, one wounded coy comd and some Tifty of
his men were found next day. He and they had been well
through the enemy wire in the area T43197.
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SECTION ITT LESSONS FROM THE "SET-PIECE" ATT.CK

INFANTRY

1 Thore is no substitute for thorough coord recce

by inf, Thc def ovorprint provided & good guide to the posn
of the enemy def and strong patrols, op throughout the night
of 22 May would have produced a gre~t deal of infm. The
infm might have resulted in 2 more deliberate inf adv plan
with tks held back until a measure of mopping up of 4 tk guns
was accomplished. i

2. The paramount lesson of the hafttle was that whero
the ground, as hore, made control and recce partiocularly
difficult, the res on coy, bn and bde level should have t.on
held well back and ocommitted according to the development of
the fight. Timings of barrages and conc are flexible and
must be recognigzed as being subject to drastic alterations.
The HQ controlling muat be well back from the line of contact.
A1l Bn HQ were too far fwd during this action, Wireless
failures with consequent loss of control would thereby be
raduced, A very high proportion of vital links were knacked
out in this action.

3 It was proved that inf rifle coys cammot sup acourt -
infm on the sourcs of hostile mortar, machine gun or arty

fire when op on ~ :vel terrain, DPerhaps one or more Air OP
airoraft specifically allotted for counter criar work would
have helped. It was chiefly the intense mortar fire which
produced casualties.

TANKS

4, The lesson of tk employment when under comd of inf
adv in a olose and heavily def area is that the bulk of them
must be held well b.ck and only committed when inf and engr

parties have breachod the def minefds in severallplaces and

put out of action a proportion of the enemy i tk arty. The

bulk of the sp tks were out of action before the best tk adv
axis was known,

5e The oomn lesson is that great care must be take:

to ensure that =211 tks are on the same ..t and more altern: ¢ive
gets to comn with inf must be carried to cover the situati-n
where the comds tks is knocked out. The sets in tks comr

with inf should be manned by inf sigs personnel.

6 Finally, meteoroligical infm must be furnished if
tks are to be employed early in the day on low ground as mist
can hamper them greatly.

ARTILLERY

Te The arty plan brought down hy conc on the bde front
and slightly NORTH of the front but there was no oorrespondi.
hy blanket of fir- on the open right flank of the bde in
AQUINO area 7420. 7421, 7320, 7321, 4is a result the Gorman
rfire from the riznt flank of 2 Cdn Inf Bd:-, purtioularly by

NOTXEaTS e e ae
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mortars, was hy and sustained. The lesson is the need
for coord of the fire plans for the urea assaulted and the
area on the static flank. Pre-arranged smoke def fire tasks
would also help where, as here, the open flank contains high
ground held by the enemy.

AIR INFORMLTION

8 Tt is felt that excellent worl: was done by the

air photo interpreters who supplied the infm contained o:

the PONTECORVO def overprint dated 4 lMay 44 which wes usede
However they plotted posns from air photo cover taken only up
to and inel 3 May 44, Later air photo cover at good interw
pretation scale 1f provided ..bout 20 May should heve assisted
in neutralizing known and suspected mortar, arty and &~ tk
poSNS.,

ENGINEERS

Ge It is ggested that larger and more thorough engr
and pnr recce p ‘ties could have located more mines on nights
21 and 22 May, In particular tk mines 1L ‘..od 746194 might
then have been located and lifted. This night task would have
been easier than the similar task engrs were required to do on
the 23 May in daylight under the guns of the enemy., It
reflects the greatest credit upon the cngre that so many mines
were lifted under the terrific handicaps and hazards of 2% May,

4e2 MORTARS

10. ifter the battle the bde 4/CMO made a survey on

foot of suspected enemy gun posns ¢ aged by our mortars on

23 and 24 May. It was found that 12 mortar and Nebclwerfer .
posns had been neutralizod. The lesson on hy mortar use is °
that the maximum mumber available must take on the area in
which enemy mortars can possibly be located., If more the

24 4,2 mortars had becn used they wou.. have helped, pari.Cus=
larly if op to the right flank.

SIGNALS

11, The chief lesson brought out was the need for
appreciation by all offrs o the slternative comn fagilities
provided by the several comc nets present on the fd of
battle. The arty, & tk, tk and hy mortar nets were all
avaeilable for passing back infm. These can only help the
inf to give higher comd the picturs if unit HQ down to a coy
level are so located that these sp arms can keep physical
contact with inf comds and put thelr wireless at his dispos-.
when it is needr . It may also help solve the comn problem
within bns if ¢ arger pool of 18 sets tuned on the frequency

of the day are held at rear Bn HQ of units ready to go fwd
when needed to adv Bn HQ or coys which have set failures
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ABMINISTRATION

12. It is cssential that an eariy appreciation,

baged on the projected "G¥ plan, be madc in order to avoi .
last min rushing., If it is obvious, as it was on the -

night 22 May that no hot meals could be prepared fwd, then
one of two things mugt be done. "B" echs must be instructed
to prepare hot meals and tal o them fwde In this respect

the use of a jeep and trailer sec sup by CRASC proved ine
valuable. The alternative is to draw from Sup P a number

of assault pack or "sandbag pack™ rations. These are § man
packs on & hard ration basis to maintain for 24 hrs and are
mede up at Sup Ps Therefore rations should not be draim for
any more than are necessary for r fle coys and fwd tpse
Usually sp arms -e self contained in their own vehs,
however on this _ccasion it proved necessary tn likewise ration
the MMG coy. In connection with this ratvioun procedure

a two day issue of fresh rations was drawn the same day

and by the time they could be consumed a portion of the
ration was no longer palatable. =n carlicr appreciation

of this difficulty would have stopped this waste.

13, © From an "A¥# pt of view several lessons were
learned. It is esg:ntial that Orderly Room staffs are so
org by unit Adjts that the reporting of casualties continues
unhampered no matter how hy the battle. This was not the
case and it was difficult to get a clear picture of rfts
required. It also made the picturc prescnted by the roturns
submitted to higher frms from this level look sometincs
better and often worse than was actually the cake. It is
necegsary to report immediately all krown casualties.

14. The problem of sup water to fwd tps was a diffi-alt
one and had units been allowed both wat r trucks fwd it
would have cased things considerably. It is felt that

this is such an esscnticl scrvice that permission should
havé been granted by higher authority to bring these vaehs
Twda

-~ L]

&5, The shoe repair epphrecistion on the 20 May had
considerably changed by 1 Jun. The type of country made
wear and tear on shoes far above nomal, Had units becn
able to have shoemakers fwd the necessary repairs could
have been cffected but with only 1 =~ 3-ton lorry per

rifle coy alrez” - overloaded the carrying of coy shoeraXers
was impossible. It is therefore felt in cnseg of inf bdes
and units that 1 lorry carrying unit shoc..iiiors should be
fwd in B ech and not back in "X" areca,

16, In the pursuit batsle traffic diseipline, routes

and TCV mcves played a large part in thc op. The nccessity
for cutting down to & minimum tpt soon wes obvious and had

not non-essential vehs been thrown oubt the state oF rds

bad as they were w 114 have been infinitely worse, afid.somne=
thing.appronching 12os. The necessity Tor clock tinings

for moves of even small peckets of vehs is stressed, likewise
priorities in writing or cven verbilly Musi be given to every—
one but the inf who are to do the attack., In order to keep
the res bn clear of the battle yet readily available .nd

fresh it was retained on whecels., When the time came to m ve
this bn up to prss through the then lending eléments, the
traffic jam mads it impossible to get uiom fwd. The reasca

for this [ 2N BN 2 BN
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for this was the Bde had not been infr or the movement of ¢nns
twd, Had this infm beem available it would have enabled

the Bde Comd to move his res closer to h.nd and still ahe

of the guns. Important time, which is all essential in

the pursuit battle wes 1ost. Traffic discipline on the part
of dvrs must be perfect, Offrs must assist in straightening
out traffic blocks and not b contcnt to merely sit in

their vehs, If a veh breakdown occurs and there is no
recovery post within 200 yds then it must be pushed right

off the rd and if necessiry over & c¢liff, Complete ruth-
legsness is necessary in order that traffic is kep?t moving.

No matter how slowly ®the coln moves if it moves you will
eventually get thore., If it is doubtful that a veh will mekc
the trip without reaking down then it must not be alloved on
the rd, Having . sec of the Div Pro Coy uvnder comd Bde proved
the best way in which to control routes. Lo is felt that in
an op of this type that this procedure must be adopted. Too
often dvrs had not been properly vriefed and too many vehs
were smbling about the rds  ccusing unnecessary congestlon.

17, The large numbers of dead suffered in the battle for
the HITLER LINE raised a problem. It is felt that g Bde
Cenmetery is the onl . answor to the problom and unpleasant

as the task is, it yrevents seattering of graves and makes

the job of dooumentation much easier. Tais also serves %o
raise morale in the remaining membors of sccs when they

can see that steps are belng taken to give proper burials

in a decent plot which all 8O rightly deserves.
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SECTION IV _THE PURSUIT BATTLE AND THE CAPTURE OF FROSINOIT:

. Follow' .z the break through of the ADOLF HITLER LINE
by 1 Cdn Div, 5 .dn Armd Div was launched fhrouzh and pursued
the enemy up the LIRI VALLEY, On the 28 -uy 44 a warning
order was received for 2 Cdn Inf Bde, then at rest around
6715174 (see map sheet No 160 III NE 1/25,000), to move fwd
on 29 May and take over from 11 Cdn Inf Bde. at this time the
pursuit. was still in progress and 5 Cdn 4rmd Div in contact
about CEPRANO (G6027). The 90 4 tk Bbty, 2 MMG Coy, 2 Hy
Mortar Goy were under comd of 2 Cdn Inf Bde and the bde gp
was placed on 2 hrs notice to move to an assembly area along
rd G514284 - (515254 from 0800 hrs 29 May..

2. On the morning of 29 May, Comd 2 Cdn Inf Bge
reported to Comd 1 Cdn Div for orders. The GOC was unable to
give full details as the battle was still fluid. He did,
however, specify that 2 Cdn Inf Bde would comse under comd

5 Qdn Armd Div ca arrival in new area nd until 1 Cdn Div
had taken over, He outlined his tent=tive plan, l.e. to
meke good, in succession, the areas o high ground 1000 v
NW of POFI, 1000 yds NW of ARNARA and 10)0 yds SE of
FROSINONE,

. The bde was placed on 2 hrs notice to move and Comd
2 Cdn Inf Bde sent recce par.ies fwd under the SC to contact
11 Cdn Inf Bde and then went fwd himself to report to Comd
5 Cdn Armd Div at 1030 hrs, Durinz the:day the brs over the

. LIRT R at CEPRANO were failing and the move had to be deliyed.

However, by 1300 hrs 30 Mey a decision was reached for 2 Cdn
Inf Bde to move fwd. This it did.

4, Cond 2 :dn Inf Bae went fwd to HQ 5 Cdn armd Bde at
6543259, HQ 11 .dn Inf Bde was on the move to the same ared.
Our recce parties, meanwhile, were moving with 11 Cdn Inf Bde.,

S5 Prior to this, Comd 5 Cdn Armd Div gave orders for
2 Cdn Inf Bde to assemble in the area SOUTH of POFI (G514284
- (515263). TElements of 5 Cdn Armd Div were in contact with
the enemy fwd of the town. The recce parties were contacted
by the Comd 2 Cdn Inf Bde en route and halted at HQ 5 Cdn
Armd Bde (G543259). Comd then met Comd 5 Cdn Arad Div thers
and received order to pass through 11 Cdn Inf Bde when they
had secured the objective TOM (G487336 - G496342) and DICK
(G458%27 = G469330). 2 Cdn Inf Bdc vith 5 Sdm frmd Bde in
sp was then to secure the area HARRY (G460348 - G480353) .

6. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, meanwhile, was on the move and w7 s
oompletely settled in its new area by 0300 hrs 30 May.

Teo Lt first light Comd and his three COs met at ar

OP at POFI to look over the ground. Thc rds were clogge

with tpt and 11 Cdn Inf Bde were in contact short of the: :
objeotive, Comd outlined his plan: The L Edmn R and PPCLI
to move by march route, bounding in rear of 11 Cdn Inf Bde.
Essential tpt wos moved fwd y Bde to successive staging areas,
Seaforth of C were to remain in prosent area in res with
TCVs ready to move fwd as required. By approx 1400 hrs

Comd 5 Cdn sArmd Div assured Comd 2 Cdin Inf Bde by phone that
11 Cdn Inf Bde had secured objectives TOM and DICK. By

this timeeee s 4
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tnis bime PPCLI and the L Edun R had marched to their first
staging areas (G498293 and G507300 respectively). ILOs were
gent to order them through to their objectives at G474320
and G49733%4.-

84 The B Comd went fwd to find the rds campletely
blocked with tpt from 11 Cdn Inf Bde, 1 Ci: Div and 1 Can Corps
tps., Movement by jeep was just possible but slow. Calling at
the tpt areas of the fwd bns he ordered F echs to work fwd

to staging areas as socon as sraffic permitted.

9. Beyond ARNAR.L the L Edmn R had halted along the

?d in rear of the CBH who were disposed at G4893%26 some

1000 yds short of *elr objective. The rd was being shelled
intermittently and cks of the Ld SH fron the rd were engaging
the enemy in the area of the L Edmn R's objective, On the rd
the Bde Comd contacted Comd 5 Cdn ..i:iid Béc who requested inf
assistance in the task of clearing the opposition, He also
agreed to sup at least one sqn of the Ld SH to sp an inf '
attack. The Bde Comd then issued instrs through the Scout

Offr of the L Blmn R, Lieut Taplin, to bis bn comd to push

on through the “BE to his objective, decpite the fact thaty the
area TOM had not been firmed up. He then went fwd and lcated
Major Milroy, T/Comd Ld SH and told hin that Major Stone, T/Cond
the L Eamn R, would be visiting him %o tie up details of he
attack. Lajor Stone was then iocated and given verbal orders

by the Bde Comd and infm of the locn of T/Comd Ld SH, By

now it was approx 1710 hrss Mzjor Stone considered that the
attack could not be mounted bdeforc 1830 hrs, Bde Comd then
returned to Tac HQ 5 Cdn 4rmd Bde and joined the Cond of :
that Bde. 5 Cdn Armd Div HQ was infm of the proposed activities
and Bde Comd spoke personally to GOC 5 Cdn LHrad Div on the wire=
less., On the tk net he contacted Major Milroy who reportel
that the attack would be delayed same considerable tire .

10. Tho 1 2 problem at this time was arty sp as most of
the Div and Corps arty was moving fwd. . 5 Cdn Armd Div
was called in and it was decided to send out LOs to clear the
rd for the guns. This was done. By 2000 hrs adequate arty
was available.

11, HQ 2 Cdn Inf Bde had meanwhile moved fwd to the
area 482299 SW of ARNARA., Shorily after arrival some twenty
105 mm shells landed in the Bde HQ area. There were no
casualties and th: digging of slit trenches was continued
with vigour.

12, During the afterncon the PPCLI were subjected to
delays as well, The IrRC were in contact and being wartared,
sniped and machine gunned by enany established in the -woods
on the IrRC objsctive, area DICK. Soms difficulty was
encountered by Lt Col C.B. Ware, DSO, -1 locating the HQ

of the IrRC but by late afternoon he nad obtained the lonil
picture and was prepared to push fwd a>.d mop up the ener = pocke
This mopping up continued during the night. The axis ©

the PPCLI adv did not permit movement ol vehs due to the
absence of rds or tracks. It was slow going but by first

1ight the bn was firmly es’ on it's objective and had patrolled
to the line of the rd G452, :4, Eome casualties had been
suffered during the adv but a fair number of the cnemy was kill
or wounded.
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. To peturn to the L Edmn R's battle, Major Stone
completed arrangements and the bn adv with two coys up at
2000 hrs, sp by one sqn 14 SH with arty sp on call., One
pl was det and sen® to protect some tks of Ld SH which
had pushed fwd tov .rd HIGHIAY 6., Thus the L Edmn R attack
was leunched from o fimm base. Lt opposition was encoun=
tered and dealt with. Ld SH were unable to proceed with tps
due to blown br and gave some Sp Prom rear. Dawn 3L May soaw
1 Edmn R fim on their objective G468%54 to G477354, having
taken 1 PW and patrolled to FROSINONE, Their patrol of four
into the town Aid not returi. Two of the four escaped eri
returned 4 Jun to report that therse vre Germans in FROS. OFE
night of 30/31 lay end that the wholz ipatrol had been takin
prisoner,

14, Due to minefds and the lack of adequate rds a:.l track
neither bn had any vehs for A tk guns on thelr ob jectives,

15, From the Bdo ER 15 of view the main problem was
getting tpt and the res bn fwd. Traffic had thinned sanewhat
guring the night and Lt Col S.W. Thomson, DSO, MC, reported
that his bn was moving fwd at 0500 hrs., It was &n MT move
and tps debussed at ATNARA at about 0800 hrs., He was given
the task of passing through and cutting in behind FROSINONT
from the left £ ank to secure the area of X rds G456381.

The fwd bns we. : ordered to est coy Jocalities to give
Seaforth of € u sT,, Comd 2 Cdn Inf Bd~ arranced with Comd 5
cdn A rmd Bde for at least a sqn of tks riom Ld SH to be
ayailable when routes fwd were cleared. Fwd bns were told
to make a thorough Spr Ieccee

16. Meanwhile D Coy, L Edm R, capbured FROSINONE which
they reported clear by 1500 hrs. 2 Bde bdy had been originall;
excl HICAWAY 6 but since 78 Div encountered opposition at
RIPI and TORRICE 't was decided to take FROSINONE. The ensumy,
however, still hcl SP guns and inf dets beyond the town.

These were engaging the PPCLT fwd elements and the Seaforth

of G as they passed through. Thi: forceu the Seaforth of C
to meop up the area as they adv, While consolidating at
approx 2200 hrs an excellent ambush was carried out on the rd
where one pl netted the gratifying bag of 7 vehs, 17 PW

end 4 ene y dsad, By 0100 hrs 1l Jur the Seaforth of C
reported them: clves completely concollidated on their ob;scuive
with BoHQ at G453%76. DMortar fire had been fairly hy = 4 19
casualties were suffered, 3 killed.,

17« Lt Bde HQ there was great difficulty in comprehendir
the picture during the dav due to a typographical error in
MEMR code sheets as issue by 8th Army HQ. Those of both
PPCLI and Seaforth of C were incorrect. Thus PPCLI, wio had
received their orders over the air, finished the day directly
SOUTH of FROSINONE instead of around G450363. Fortunately

Lt Col S.W. Thomson, DSO, MC, had been personally briefed by
the Bde Comd in the early morning as to his objectives and
carried out tr-se orders to the ietter, Lt Col C.B. Wars,
SO, vas call i to Bde HR in the late afterncon since his bn
was then in -us. The error in the code sheet then ocame to
light. PPCLI sent a strong standing peisol at 2200 hrs to th
area G444363 and the remainder of the bn moved over approx 10
yds to the WEST at 0700 hrs 1 Jun.
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18, At 2100 hrs 31 May, NIH squs allocated to units
began moving up. Units were ordered to provide guides at

DP, rd junc G470363. Tho hoad of tk coln arrived at DP at
01%5 hre end werht into harbour in unit areas.

19. The night 31 May/l Jun was & hi 2tic one for 9C

L tx Bty and unit A tk guns, NIH, whose recce offr had arrived
fwd in the afternoon, and sbove all for the sprs of both 1

and 5 Divs. Demclitions had to be clearsd, roubtes recced,
mines swept and traffic navigated. 4£11 concerned worked
their hardect and bns had 4 tk guns completely in by 03515

hrs, First light 1 Jun saw the pde firmly est covering FROS~"
INONE (sce trace), having cleared the immediate area of enemy.

20, 178 British Div was DY this time pouring through
the town from HIGHWAY § and moving MORTH tcward LIATRI,
PPCLI and Ssaforth of C potrolled actively during the night
and located no enemy up to their patrol limits. Contact was
est with flanks, 78 Div right and the RCR left., PLDG and

1 Cdn Inf Bde wore adv SOUTH of HICHW..Y 6 directed on FE© WI''NO,
by-pascing FROLINONE on 1 Jun. ‘

MEDICAL ARRANGEMENTS

21, During the battlc no serious 4ifficulties prescnted’’
themselves in so far as cvacuation of casualties was concerneds
The 5 Cdn F& Ambd, 4HDS wags Located at.G515263 and the CCP atb
484296 during the first pluse. Small secs of SBs with
stretcher carrying jeeps Prom the Fa fump werc att to the bn
R.Ps, Constant contact was kept up between the RMOs and

the CCP by personal contacts or wireless through their Tac

Bn HQ, When the bns marched across country, the stretcher
carrying jeeps were not able to accompany them, however, oy

Lmb SBs were ko 5 in readiness for cross country carrying

of casualties. Fortunaicly casualties were 1T. The PPCLI
held casualtics over night rather than <56 them to a long
rough carriage. None of these ocasualties was gerioug and

they were evacuated next morning by jeep. When the Szaforth
of C received their heaviest casualties stretcher carrying jeep
were able to reach the R.P upd the RMO svacuated thess cagual-
ties very quickly as well as a number of PW wounded.

224 Ls thoe Tung adv & sec was sent fwd of the CCP to
locate at G488327 to facilitate evacuatlon. Strotcher
garrying jeeps oniy werse used to evacuate back to the CCP &s
traffic on the rds was hy and ther-fore 1L was qifficult for
amb cars to work fwd of the CCP. b cars howsver could

be used to evacuate to the LDS. 48 $ip adv continucd the CCP
moved up to locate ab 464368 just SOUTH of FROSINONE, leap
frogzing the edv CCP sec &b G4§8327. The ADS movod up " °
G486251., The DS evacuated all ocasur]les back to SUFR. J %o
an FDS and CCS loccated there. 411 casualties resulting “rom
the battle incl fwd inf bns, local sp 2ps, sigs casual® .s and
wounded PW were cvacuated without any serious deleys i: -spite
of the hy veh traffic on the rds and the fluidity of this
battlee.
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SEQTION 7 CAPTURE OF MT RADICING @

1. The GOC phoned Comd 2 Cdan Inf Bde ab approx 0630
hrs and ordered the bde to occupy MI RADICINO (sq 4142)

to secure the right flank of 1 Bde who were adv en FERENTL O
on the SOUTH sids of HIGHWAY 6, The B4e Comd arrived at 0745
hrs 1 Jun 44 at Bn HQ the L Edmn R and ordered the bn to
assault and hold the fesature.

2 The plan called for D Coy to be vangusrd followed
by B Coy, BnH?), & Coy, C Cor. One sqn NIH undsr comd Major
P, Welsh was in spe. 2 MMG Loy and 2 Hy Mortar Gsr were also
in sp., One med regt was also in spe The SL was crossed at
1130 hrs with the bn moving in bounds along the axis of
HIGHWAY 6. At rd junc 457384 the plan was chansed and A

Coy became vanguard on the left followed by 3n HQ and C CoV.
D Coy continued as vanguard on the right followed by B cay.

A blown br was ¢ countered at 446387 but within 3¢ mins of
the first tks & iving the pnr pl under Lieut R. Heyter had
prepared a divorsion and the adv continu~', ‘fithin one hr and
15 mins the tks were all across and the diversion was fit for
whe to pass. At 1440 hrs the final bound, line 415404 to
44341% was reached and D Coy went intc il agsgsault of NT
RADICING reaching their objective at 1520 hrs without meeting
opposition, The coy consolidated at 416424 and sent &
fighting patrol out at once to search the rocky summitc ol
the mountain. B Coy reached its objective 41842% at 1500 hrs
where they capturc one MG 42 and 3 Geramans., Several Germans
were killed. A4 Coy reached its objective at 425425 at 1615
hrs. A number of rounds of hy mortar fell in D Coy area
killing two men and wounding two. It was impossible to dig
gn the rocky slope. '

)

B 4 sharp engagement took plabe on the right flai =T
where C Coy w'th a tp of tks in sp h~< been ordered to . .i<

a small isolated hill at 433427, At the base of "his hill
stood a very large convent cut out of “he native rock ar from
this strong pt machine gun fire was met at 1610 hrs. I e
were two casualties. The coy was held up. Four prisoncws
were taken to Bde EQ by the &4/2 i/e, Major 4£,F, Macdonald

and the Div IO interrogated them at once. They stated

that the convent at 433427 as held by 200 tps with 4 hy mor-
tars who were ordered to fight a delaying action until dark
and then withdraw, With this infa ¢ Coy made efforts to get
fwd and tks, med arty, 4.2 mortars and 3" morters were laid

on the feuture and the convent, G Coy attacked =t 2200 hrs
and the feature was found deserted. Thse enemy had rotired.

G Coy's success sig was shot up at 0020 hrs and the fecature
was completsly leared by 0050 hrs. :

4, Tn the short action 18 PW were taken and several enem
were killed, The L Edmn R had six casualties, only two fatal,
By coin¢idence 13 Pl of C Coy had taken 13 PW sincs leaving

the POFI area, During the action one Py had volunteered to
dirsot arty Tire on his own posns, and he was used to good
effect. After 0050 hrs all was quict and the weary bn settled
down for a night of camparative quiet. Rear Bn HQ andg "B"

eeh had moved up 5 1700 hrs. In the def posns for the

night Bn HQ was a- 420414, A Coy 413434, B Coy 411412, C Coy
433427, D Coy 421431 and Sp Coy 432299«
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SECTION VI LESSOMS FROI: THE PURSULT BATTLE

1, Ln absolute minimum of tpt with fwd tps was
proven to be an essential of quick movement. BEven with the
minimum of ops and adm vehs on the narrow cratered rds TC
had to be carefu’ly org. Carriers proved useful as usual
for adm runs.

2e Partioularly in a 'follow up' aud tpass through!
role, unit recce parties must be well fwd with the bn
through which the unit will pass. This practice saved time
in take over and expsdited the close pursuit.

3. It was proven that the res bn is best held well
out of the battle with the bn comad remaining at Bde HQ.
This drill allowed the Bde Comd to personally brief the
res bn comd and pravented misunderstandings due to map ref
difficulties and wireless failure.

4, It was demonstrated that inf snd tks can Im2 rry

up! very effectively and get fwd quickly if inf pnrs can be
employed well ‘up swecping the tk axis to keep the armour 'obile.
Personal liais-n between the respecti ¢ comds was freque.

and allowed no misunderstandings.
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_APPENDICES

ONIT NARRATIVES PF THE ADOLF HITLER LINE ACTION
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tentative plan for

in view .of ] my " 8! e . ¢
on thy HILIEX i 131 N Etie iround tho
i ?CbSiDlllEy, end ¢ * phiotorpt snow1hg

Cu ios 20 Mry we suffered fai 1y concontreted shell! ng end mc

I :wl G Coicaniss wers most affect ﬁ. Gnau"]ti;s WeTre 4 desd

wounded The CO made t'o reconneisscness of est ove Scotis Sl
Torwerd locelities brepare tory to arn uh,uctuu tekcover on the right of
tne Division. rCRTECORVO +. 5 ettucksd by Kittyhawk fizhter-bombers
this aftsrmoon witl: mood «  set.

The crder iOL & takeov.r irom the Woot Neve Scotia'* Veg canesilond at
133C¢ hrs, Flan "GL"*:;“FI‘ID" wes given out &t a 1ghdg (8] urca; for
irortsl & ut&Cl’ on tas ;:I"“L..R .L.IIJ_., &t H hr 23 4\1:_..}, by &ml Cencdian
-

Infentry Brigade, with lstricis's rizght. Seeforths le’t znd Loyal Edmn
ﬁeéimcni to pass Lproqra on the right., Totel artillery resourcss to

0 breought to bezr or this front firing = "bleck™ barrsgs 500 y:rds
“wep oon @ 2000 yerd frontege. Onp Squedreorn of tanks, ons trocy of ST
sULs, ons troops anti-tank zu @, orng compeny 4.2" nertors &nd one sec -
tion of Enginscrs comp. sted U o surperting erms to bs cllottaed To the
Brttelion,

21 key vwes enother dey of uncerteinty for the Battalicn. st 060 hrs
Vs wers on one hour's motice to mov.. 4t 1000 hrs this we g cheng :d 1o
1T hours notice, At 1730 hrs ths move wes postponsd till 22 Lny.
ThﬁS“ chenges Viers pertly . ccasionsd vy events or  ar lsft. Flan
"CHaSTLAFISIOY wes letor e »arded to include 3rd Prigeds in ths atte - -,
Ci our right 78 Divisior wes to erante o diversicr bhut not tc move
forwerd. £ similer task wes assigned to 1st Cansdicn Infentry Brig .
Th morning of 22 Mey :r wttack by lst Bri redes met with some succuess,
o co"vahlwo of 48 liighlenders zetuzll— passad throush the LINE and
outflunksd FOXTECCRVG. Howsver, the »: strat on weis not considsrs
ofbsfantlhl enoush to warrant = Lrplkth*ou“h L this scetor, znd ths
“ieTa 48th Hig hlard T Companies were litsr —rithérern., Detells of
rian "CHLST udPIuIB" were given out ot a Bricade O Group at 0950 hirs,
Ja“ &rd erginser rescee partics with Lnfgh11v protecetion wesre ~rdored
t¢ be rushzd out zs fer &s the wirs obstcele thet nizht,
‘he 00 confurred with It Ce dolton commznding 5lst Royzl Tenk hun;*urt
thais afternoon cnd drew up e infantry taenk plan. Z.poxrt linss
wsre christenod corrcs“oh¢11g to tec t*c 1 feztures £t about 300 yurd
Lvtarvels, It should e inted out ¢t this time thut, owing to the

4

Lo 1uTe oi the ground, '*.u the un-talkuhLu slope dre ping &wWey to ths

Cxdie D'AQUINO on our flght, cnd the tre :k thot was our inter-bettelion
i

-
L
:uurd»ry on thy left; the terks wers cllov.d = mexinum of 250 ysrds
rrontege in which to me noeuvrs, wihile et the wire the tenk frountose
“T,Jg“ cked dovn to & mers 150 yerds.,

I'o socnur vies the tenk commena 's bian completed then word cemo ihat
18t Roysl Ternk ltegiment was to be committed gl sawhor: nd thei 4
scusdron, North Irish Horse we: to support the .ettoliion ﬂasty lizison
hed to c_ mhuc with this urit end the tro cop leiders enlled in to :orfer
"ith leeding rifle compeny commender-, Largs scals upnotqt;d &it vho-

03 of t . LIKB weres issued cnd leost uJ“utD deteils compieted.,

¢ C100 hrs It Brownes-Clayt( = return-d from terk .nginesring roces
~-rol end confirmed thet ground felling down to 0. DYAJUING not
sl table for tenk g01r5 Erginsers reported NO mines in wooded croe
wimitating just short o the wire,

Mey == The Atta@k H hour wus 0600 rms, Rots of aivenc. sor ¢ 100
rds 1n & mins to first obJjoetive, A30. O - FONIECCRVG roga, £ distence
i500 yrrds. C Comn\ly right end & Conpeny Loft lod ths atteek te

“no first objsctive., Ons hour wes ellowed for reoréanizing, uUIlM%

1wa ths berregs wes to 1ift., Ther o vompiLny wes tc go through on the
to ¢n Intemediate objective, clossly followed by Loyz1l Ednn Res-
2 who‘ - objective wes the HIGHWAY 6 = PCNIBCORVO rotd., 6 Lrmoursd
Jivisieon wors then to push forwerd ernd e¢xploit th: brack-in,




i

-
-

The move to the FUI, merrying-up vith Lernks end move Ol &
punies to the SL procscded - “thout ¢ hiteh, cnd the slimont
t ¢

ise wes meinteinsd., The be ugc cime down £ Tow minute
orcer. Bremy countor-barre s CILno down £ few minutcs 1

R 5

hoovy mortar. First wirelsss report from fo~inrd Conpend
through &t 0638 hrs when A Compe ny reported on FibRUA v,
iins., No wircless contect with C lompany wes

The S_anll ;T hed Stoppud to me ke i minor :&1usuL\nT to
never rogeinsd comtact, with his company.

yvorptime B Compeny moved Torwerd to FEBRUARY, @ nd wWorc ordered to
contect L by runrer. +he Battclion HY, movsd up .0 FESRUARY, but » 3

unnwle to regein comtsct with leading compinics.

Ercmy &rtillery end prtc: flr now beceme irntons. wnu there
5id¢rhb1, IMG firc The tenk -4 ferwerd tshind the irn
but &t Q745 hrs thv anu'aron co spertud his teiks held
minsficld Tomicrd of FEBRUARY. g zad the BIUt ;LOL '
st sorking swifltly hut theiz

lcid box-mines which "could not
heé € lr.sdy struck nines end wars

5% guns, Enemy fir. was now 1‘

‘I

TESLTVC slemant s, BIHieTETE
on FOIMZ D'aUILC dres,

Runrers scrnt to contect forwerd corpinlos cither bco@””
f

wers pinned dovn by firs. A couple of returning woundcd
sloments of both compe nics hed crossod the wirs prior TO

Cor.neny sut hed bser knockcd cut. 1 ments of- C uo‘any VoTrs repoer

pig el
well 1cr; .rd, but widsiy dispersct duo to 1ntins. rirs. 0B our laft
the av;_orths wore roported throush the wirg ¢t 9750 hrs, Ré CH,LiI;
-~ the berrsges was dels Vud ?" 50 mirutes, Msixnblime the eltwt.cn for-
werd T'mtlﬂud confuscd. Ta- Bett:lien HY moved ierwerd to le -it0F te

obteir & clesr field of v1s;)n WVioud the wire, but wes stili nhb¢u
to get c. clear piecturs. Twice apgiln tho ber Zc W

cinute: Mrlods. Co umtcﬁ—bf,,urv wes cellod 1or on
but obuvrvctlor.frov our pos.tions w-rs mogligillo,
~pout this time crnd the Artillory :tep woundod.

Englnbkru ard pionper wi.re well forwerd clseri: lancs I
tarks wore reportod cutting forwsmwed st 090e ho s, At this t
clecaring party came umisr SGVETC fire end cesSusltice noutrallzod
rwo torks which hod noved forwsard of the woodsd «.7od et NarCh woeT
krockecd out end one 5.t afirsc, Erploding smmuniticon addsd to thi o lac-
omfort of tho Tee bGettzlion HG. attempts of one troob 1lusadeT to move
cround to the right flenk ! rot with ne success owing to mincs end enemy
ent—tank fire from scross FORME DTir, &0 draw.

‘ms

o

it 1155 hrs our control sct boceams & CasUally after dirs ct hlL cn &
crupchill tonk bohing which Tee Eattsllon wos situc

sat esswed control =rd contect to bBrigzds vis

sumcd.

737 Compe.ny wes h:ld up ¢ thoe wir., Cesueltics wore now coning oack
yr considsrable numbers. mobllizod tenke contir: e use tholr guns

urtil their tenks were set eblezc Ty cnomy firs. Louliter~-batlory was
¢zein ce.lled for on AGUING wret whors the cnomy ssemed to héws best

obeorvetion on us JhVJ; tonks wors hoord approwching on aqUING - PORT
SQLUVO rosd ond one ieml obaurvad on our objuctive.

Loy .1 Sdmonton Regiment weunt through UE ?bout 0¢3C hes It,Col. :.0.

Tolemen MC buchr' e ozsusltw cbout this itimc. No progress maic beyond
the wirs, loentime ths Seafc ths Lad tmo compenics on the first chjzct:
put their positions rucams

G VS .

=

Lo iion =nd the Commanding

Jettalion £ set wes ccllsd up from Renr Bau
Officer wsteblished dircet communiceation with tho Brigede Comm
nt

-x..\.Lb I’.
His rruv1oub forward position hnd bdsocomo unteneblo owirg to burrning bte:
~1.d cxploding esmmunition. A dug in position wes found on FEBRUAZY
which slso providcd scme srotection for the sct.



Ihs situstion in the orrly eftcrncon wes criticel. ifwo forward compeiics
were:temporarily written off ond hzevy cesuzlties h:d bsorn susteinsed

by "B Compzny. "D"Compe ny werc ©1so urder heevy fire. Tanks hed been
unable to got forwerd =nd- 10 out of an srigirs]l 18 hed been knockcd out.
Only thres riflc compeny officors rcmeined ir zction end two of thesc
letor bsceme cesuslties. -Some reinforcements “nd stregglers were avail-
eble et Reuer Bettalion, end scout.eznd MG platoon psrsonnel were lotsr
cmployed in evecusting cesueltics.

At 1600 hrs the Brigede Cemm- nder geve the generel plcture over the air,
The 4DOLF HITIER 1I)E rhed * - n penetrated 21l a2long its length witn cnems
in full retreet. All route: beck wers clogged with " ' 77 i¢ which was bei:
cngeged from ths air. The AKZIO bridgzhead hed brok.n cut and was
cnjoying outstending success. .

3" Compsrny wes ordercd beck into a tiglt defensive besition around
TEBRUARY. An estimeated 49 2ll ranks wore aveileble for this task, but
this forec wes increascd when stregglers from 211 compenies reported ino
-7ng company loyal Edmonton Regiment ceme under commsnd to cover our
exposed 1lcft flenk., Anti-tenk ins wore deployed in the eree, IIG fire
now much more sporadic Hut &rt .llsry £nd morter fire continusd violently
throughout the night. it 2015 hrs the Brigade Cr meand.— ordcred Lt,Col.
Jere out of bettie Mej. D.H. Rosser assured command.

During ths night o countér-atteck tfrsetened on our right from 1=

CRME D'ANUINO. DF firs brought down zceross the gulley ond the threet
1id not dgevelop, Our patrol to the wirs cncounter * sore enemy S4 fir .

By morning of the 24 Mey eneny artillery and mortar firs boceme l.ss
concentrated, Armunition =nd weapons were brought forward =nd ratior -
senmG up in the late afternoon. Whonever troops eppesared in the open

heavy fire ceme down ir the ares =nd it was c¢vident the enemy still h=d
£uns and observetion sveileble, Evecuetion of wounded from the bettlefi~
¢l1d was hindered by snipcr fire on stre. her teerers, During the lete
afternoon 5th Cenadian irmoursd Division tanks were heard pessing through
on our left znd shortly sfter reerguard troops from 3 Parstroop Regiment
surrenderecd to our petrol. These corfirmed thet remeining units on the
ITFE hed withdrewn leaving light rearguards., It,Col. Were reessumed
commend that evening,

-y first light 25 Mey 6 Armc o4 Div hed moved up tec pass through us.
Peeply leid box mines ceuse rfive more tank casualti -~ -~ 31 3 mincs
cccounted for soms troops engeged in picking up woundeu in the arss of
thz wire, Mejor W.De.N. VWetson MC, 0.C. "&" Company was picked up this

orning suffering from bullet wournds =nd e tremsndous appetite.

-5 opportunity was now afforded to inspect Germen dcfensive positionscon
-he "LINE. These were mainly underground concrete ami steel pillboxes
nipped for ground-level MG &nd anti-fank fire. 4 clear field of fire
5215@ been effected to a depth of 400 yards, and this frontal firc wes
cogmonted with similer positior. scross the FORME D"4QUINO draw which
commended the area of our edvence by fire and ohservaticn, Some depth
ins afforded these positions by more hastily prspared enti-tank end NG
positions behind our first objective, and a«lmost every position ccnteincd
en ellotment of Faustpatronen for close-in stteck on tenks. 4t lcast two
1omy tanks had been knocked out and abandoncd On our objective.

The Bettali.n moved forward o enh eres beyond FOINTECORVO the morning

¢f 26 Mey ard the period to 23 Mey wes spent in reor-~snizing, rcceivi

reinforcements, streightening out records, as more i.formation cemc

in via evacuating channzls of our missing. Total casuelties to this
ims were Desd,58; wouuded 162; missing 27..

st l!%@ hrs 29 May the Bettelion wes ord ed tc move to CEFR&NO G6055
erse. Lrmour and Infentry had crossed the R MEIT. and it was plennad

to leepfrog infentry brigsdes forwerd to meint:in ths impetus of the
cdvanee end quickly to: deeal with encry reerguards &nd demolition pertiss,



o1&t our recce party in arsae TOFI 0529 whore wo concentrotod dor tho
night ¥ya Brigadc were to follow and psss through 1lth Cancdisn Infontry
Brigeadae ths following dny. Extonsivs dormolitions w.rc cncounterod orn ¢ ll
~oode forward and :vory route wes clogged with troffie.

The Bettelion movad Tcrwerd © foot end without SuLDOrtLLU crs by

- e

cross-country routs. .t 1800 hrs rd CECCANC - HIGHW:Y & wss crosscd
:nd we contacted the Irish Rurimomt of Cencda wiio Wr.u been stoppoed all

Gy by scattered LG «nd riffle fire., Thoe Bittzlion propar.d to ~ove
through this unit.

YB" Comprny leading cirw @ ader MG and Mortrr fir ~»n the crxposcd hi,
ground, while & honvy con :ntratior of lirgs cr tiure crtillery was i id
dowrn on the roed behind us, Before midnight the B ttalion was sble

‘ush on ggein, Soms doley wes coussd by on: comp:i.. s lesing contuzet @ th
wi Tk, and ths ineviteblis fellure of ths lio.18 sot ut deylicht fou:  us

on hlvh ground overiccking FROSIKCIE cbout 7 Fm ewny,

tuv

Th: Brigrde plen as roesived by this @ :teli»n was for Fetric
to comsolidetc iIn positions nesr the &. cppr:echss to FROULMOuA whilq
ioyel Edmonton Rogiment set astride HIGHLY .on cur right, aftsr

which S.ethforths wesrc presumedly o psss throuch nd copturs
.8 it turned out, = typogrephic=l crror wis rwde ir the pasgsiw down ¢
the meproefs Tuan cot. «ndt the positicn ellotted te us placsd cur forwsal
wlmunts in the cesturn sr of the towrn itsclf. By 0945 nrs twe conmp= -
nies hed reached LIGHGLY with nec opvesiticn., Th *-"i-Tion thin
oomsolldet'i ocn the SE approsches to ths town arnd ¢...o.ce HIGILLY 6
petrol wes pushed into the town am. suffered ons casualty fror sniper
Tire end en IMG position in the fer oné of town., Ths Seaforths lsater iun
the afto rnoon passed through to th: fzr ¢nd of the cvown and beet off
counter-attack with ubnku.

“tions wsre brought up ir the efturnoon. Lhe DBattalicn had beern without
icod for mors than 24 hrs,

¢n 2 Jun ths Battaliom movad uhrough FROSIIONE where ws receivsd the
isws of the foll of ROLE thre. days leter. 4. Division wont into
LTy ressrve, and woere ord arp¢ back to PIEDEMONTE M3304 for abort e
rmionth of r‘OTg:PlZlD{ and treining.
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1, 22 May 44 was the eve of battle for the ADOLF HITLER
LINE, Preparatiens had been made, plans completed, The

enemy situation was somewhat vague, Conflieting reports had
oome from Int ro the enemy tps on our front, and the enemy
stren%gh and disposns were very uncertain, Hewever, regarding
the ADOLF HITLER : INE ftgelf, both from PW and air photography
it bhad been est that 1t consisted of two belts of wire, about
20 £t desp, and about 1 ft to 18 inches high., The belts were
about 30 yds apart, and were designed to prevent our tps from
orawling up to the guns, Concerning the enemy's A tk def

very little was known, Many slit trenches and large wpn plts

were known to exist but as to what they contained we knew nothing.

I% was at this time believed that the enemy intended to make
only a delaying action and that stubborn resistance would not
be encountered, Suhsequent events proved this appreciation was
fallacious,

2 The oracking of the ADOLF HITLER LINE was a 1 Cdn -
Div task. The break-through was to be exploited by the 5 Cdn .
sxrmd Dive The attack was on a two bde front, 2 Can Inf -
Bde right, 3 Can Inf Bge left, 1 Cdn Inf Bde making a div-
sionary show at the SOUTH end of the line, area PONTECORVO.

2 Bde attack was on a two bn front, PPCLI right, Seaforth
of C left with L Edmr R in res. The front was approx 1500
yds. The Seaforth of C had the following in its sp: B and

C sqns'the NIH, 90 A tk Bty and a det RCE. By nightfall on
22 May, 'rifle coys and sp arms were in a posn close to the
SL. At 2100 hrs the CO held an "0" Gp of all arms and all
changes and debatable pts wer: cleared up. & hot sultry day
was followed by a dark, moonless night, The night was
occasionally shattered by desultory harrassing mortar fire,
and the tenseness of anticipation permeated the air,

3 0400 hrs 23 May was reveille for tha bn, A oold
breakfast was finished by 0430 hrs., Rifle coys and tks

moved to the FUP .nd liaison commenced at 0500 hrs. At

0600 hrs the arty barrage came down = some 400 guns, and °

the bn swung across the SL into the 1 phase of the attack,

& and D coys, comd by Mejors J.F. McLean, DSO, and L.N. MoBr!~
respeotively were leading, followed by B and C coys, canrd

by &/Major J.C. Allan and Capt J.J. Conway respectively. B
Sqn of the NIH sp 4 and D ecoys and stayed with them through-
out, U sgn sp B and C coys similarly.

4, Enemy mortar and arty fire was intense, and from
the outset the bn c:sualties were hy, Bn HQ and the RAT were
in a building and survived the German barrage cll day without
gotting one direot hit. The unit M), Capt C.G. Preeoe deserv-
special mention for the cool capable manner in which he han..
led the sometimes overwhelming influx of casualties through=-
out the whole day., 4Amb facilities were excellent and the
wounded were evacuated promptly. At about 0630 hrs the un 1owm
German A tk guns came into play and wrought havoec with

the NIH who also sncountered mines, Our inf were therefo: .
obliged to continue for some time without sp of the tks

until a route to continue around the belt was found, RCL
personnel suffered casualties finding the route.



2
5 By 0700 hrs the “ing of war® had really descended
on the situation =- W/T comr sas intermittant with some
coys and with one, D Joy. nor-exisients. Casualiies were
still streaming in, with f#7es of pls and coys decimated
and all offrs dead or wounded. The enemy mortar and arty
fire continued with undiminished fury and the sound of
ai indicated that our tps werce close to the first objective.
At 0840 hrs 4/Major J.C. slian, reported by wireless that
he had gethered 7 .e remnarts of all four rifle coys,
together number . 4 himself, Lieut T.E. Woolley, Lieut W.R.
Lrtindale and about 100 otlier ranks, and wus consolidated
on the objective, Mr Woolley had been wounded on the SL
and wae sent bagk for tre. msont. This org and collecthion
of scattered gps took scme Gime. When Mzjor Allan congidéied
he had at his disposal zll the effectives in the vieinity,
he called an "O" Gp. This was about 1645 hrs. Wireless
comn had ceased completely about 1630 hrs. As the wOF Gp
wag progressing the little bahd wes counter attacked by
three Cerman tks and some inf. Those who weIrs fortunaie
enough tc have zlit +trenches Or shelters fought from thero.
Others took refuge from the tk camuca and MG firc in the
ditch alongside the rd wrich was their objective, Major °
illan was wounded by onc o - ‘¥s and fell in the Gitchy
The bn had exhauscd its sup of +IiAT bombs by this time and
could not effectively engage the tks. The tks moved dow:
the rd pouring It fire into the ditch, causing many casunil ive,
Then they came up with thelr guns depressed, to each ind’
jdual survivor in the dltch and took hi.: priséner, Li-"
Lrtindale and two CSMs were smong Uhe captured. Major il_.m
lay as if dead in the ditch and tue Germens missed him. The
greatest gallantry end determination was displayed by all
ranks during this engagenmen. 28 throughout the whole battle.

2 B Tt is tragic that after firhiting the grimmest
pattle this Bde has knovn, being the only tps in the DLde to
gain the objective, and then hanging on all day, the fwd coys
oould not be sp by & tk wpns. About 20 of these mun returns
to the bn firm bnse posn at BnHQ that night. When ths smokec
cleared and the 708t had been found, the Seaforth of C

rifle coy situsc’ .on »mo: M ~%?rg and about 100 all othor
Tanks.

Te During the day 24 May, twenty=-six other ronke
drifted back. Some had sper’ the night several hundred yds
beyond the objective, and had infiltrated through the Germtus,
returning to us.
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1, On 22 Hay an eariv breckiast wns served in anti -
ipation of orders to meve, but the warning was changed to
1 hrs noticoe from 1000 hrs on. At 1100 hrs Lt Col R.C,
Colemen, MC, was called to . . "O" Gp 2t 2 Cdn Inf Bde IR,
where it was learied the 1 CGin Inf Bde was making very gocd
progress in their atiack at the PONTECORVO end of the
ADOLF HITLE: LINE, UHcewver, crders were still given for
the abttack by 2 bLde on the Divisional right flank. The
broad plan Tor the atfhack was a bde attack on a twe bn
front, PPCLI right and Scaforth of C on the left, Sk «
track at 747183 - aning YB vo Le FORWE d14NUINO, axis of
adv and inter Y- ody was the main track runnin~ from the SL
NW to the main YONTECORVO ~ ANUINO rd whei. phase 1 of the.
battlé would be complated. lhe two bns would conso.idabe
thers., There was 2 one hr pause in the barrage, and at H
ar plus 135 mins, phuse 2 woold cormence, when the L Jdmn
R on the right, Se=foith of C on the left would attack and
consolidate on the high ground astride the rd TONTECORVO~
HIGHW.Y 6 at 731210 and 724202 respectively, ITCLI wers
then to remain in »es and act as a firm base on the Tirst
objective., Two hr after the final congolidation of the Bde
and sp arms, bthe 5 AHrmd Div would pass through to cst
a brhezcd across o MELFL R, Both gliase 1 and 2 were to
be covered by an sriy varrage sup by 5 Cdn srmd Div, 2 Ind
Div, 78 British Div and 211 of 1 Gdn Div Arty, 6 AGRA. 5L
Med R¢gt 2md a bty of 155 mm "Long Toms®a

ke Ab 1235 hrs Lt Col Colemen heid his bn "0¥ Gp wlomo
the broad plan ol battle wag given Aecce parties were -
make a final recce o’ Jus conc area and the bn was put

L hrs notice to mrTe., Duaring the aftcrnoon, while the .3
made last .in preparations, Lt Col Coleman made a final

rn~rd with Ly Col C.B. Ware, DSO, CO PPCLI, =nd with the

0C "L &yn 51 RTR. 4% 1730 'rs the unit moved off by march
route to the conc area ut 76,161, 4Lt 2000 hrs Lt Col Coleman
gave his 00 for the atiack tomorrow morning. The "0% Cp
was interrupted by a Goimen 15 om Nebelwerfer, affecticnatcly
known to our tps as "Mooning Minnie®, but no damagc was

done. The disposns of the coys on 23 May was to bo & COY
left, C coy right, D coy mopping up, Tac Bn HQ with D and

B covs in res, T der comd were B sqn 51 RTR, 1 tp &4 ik

guns, 1 tp SP ¢ .s and 1 sec sprs. ©Sp axms of the SLI gp
were under Bdc comd. With the unit was v jour Ge.Pe Cowan

of 3 F& Regt, RCA, and Tnut De Kehoe as FOO, also of 5 TFd
Ref‘;t .

. Phase 1 wac to consist of the movements of units
%Yo the Bdge FUP .n the vicinity of the house at 752189. 4Lt
0830 nhrs the unit would leave its presént lotation foxr She
FUF in the followi: order, 4, C, BnHA, D,'B( rear BnHQ cand
tpt, arty tpt, 1 L sk (RCL), SP guns. The 3" moriar pl
and’ the MMG pl werc to arrive at the FUP. not later then a1 5
hrs, Dhéss 2 wag to be the move I n the FJY to our owi
FUT at 743197 to 744199 within the PPCLI comsolidation
area. DPhase 3 was to cormence at H hr plus 135 ming “he
rate of adv being 100 yds in 3 mins on an axis of 316¢ to
the final objective at the rd and track junc 751209.

4. Agsaul, teams of sprs and the unit pnrs were
ordered to move with 4 and C coys to brnach any wire
encountered, The adv RLP was to move vith rear Ba HQ an
roar RAP was to remain in the conc area with A" ech under
cp,d Capt W.&. Roxborough. During the "O" Gp the tps dug
slit trenches and turned in "o get as much rest as pogsible.
The atea was und~r intermit. nt mortatr fire, during the
night, but only ¢ casualbties resuited.
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6. Theposns .~ the other bns at this time wore 710G
clear, it was known that the Seaforth of C on the left,
though suffering very hy cagualticc, had two coys on he
first objéctive thc rd 10NTECORVO ~ AQUINO, inr the vicinity
of 739195, ~These two coys wers fighting for thelr livia,
and could give us no help. The PPCLI also had two coye I
of us and behind the ADOLF HITLER LINE. nud all scontuuh
wes lo&t with thome Thoy wore belioven 0 De SOMEWROLC v
740197, Another zoy of the PPCLL was pirned down immodial iy
left of A Coy and the battle appenred tc have reashod
dgadlock.

o

Te The disposns of the coys which cue Eo wirclose
difficulties were unknown at that time to Lt “ol Cole
aa follows: C Coy lining th gull y and “he
woods behind L Yoy with onc pl on .he loft of
B govs werc still in tho ccitrc Of ©ho woods,
had run into an extensive ninefd, vcuffebing T

foird
casualties, and werc unablce to ove Fode  The situailen fwd
at A Coy rcmained voiy wuch the same, writh no lossgenins of
the enenmy fire, ©Ithough our mon werc robatning Tire, T

due to the excel acc of the cnemy®s nomns, Werc only ~ole
to infliot fow cosualtics. Ono coy of . ul had “oen

contacted irmediatcly to thc left of i Coy and asbride the
rd, Tarooc NIH &ks oft tho odse of tho woods behind & GUer,

although knockcd out, werc still able to hring MBIG 2 e
bear on some of the cuncmy POLNS.

8 Lt Col Colcoman roapeat..ly called for tk sp, o
knowing they were ciopped by the nminefd and at about 1100 »nn
an enemy M V Pantl.r tk put in an appoirancce abon’ 500 yao

in Pront of 4 Coy and brought gun and MMG firs %o boa
tps also setting the 3 NIH tks ablewc. &out this winc
L.G. Sheormen was killed wwile leading his pl after belng
three times by an cnemy sniper, Majoz L.T. Macdoraid,

2 i/c had now reached rear Ban HG 4ad v’ opdered to Hallo oW
comd from Major F.H. MeDougall, 0C D Coy. On his way IWG

to Lt Col Oolemcn, Mjaor Mecdonald con' .obed Lt Gol C.o.
DSO, CO PPCLI, &% his HR, which was g..tuated on the riha

right
side of the rd in the centre of the woo”7 at 746193, e
the disposns of the two units were compased and 1% bocwr
apparent that unless the cnomy on the Seaforth of € Dxun.
foldéd up the Bde would be hold in its puesent posn I
tine., Realizing that most ¢ the =nemy shelling cans 2
right, where the high grouni NORTE of BICIWLY 6 had cosellinli
observation of all our moveriont., Major Maoedorald coallcd
for smoke to be laid dovm on our right flank in.the vicinity
of ANUINO, Ho then proceeded on teo contact Lt Gol Colanan,
informing the sqn cond of our tkg of thc situation «m hia
fwd. Ir atbompting to reach Lt Col Coloran, Mujow iud
was shot in the *.el by a sniper, wiile running across Lo
wheat fd., Ho p: -ed wond fwd to Lt Col Colemom, inforr .ns
him of the gen situation cnd the locatic . Ly Col Wa
HQ. The message unfortunitely did not roach Li Col On
Major F.hi. Macdonald then returned to ruar Bn HY and oo
over cond to Major F.H. McDougall and thon drove back ele

2 Cdn Inf Bde HQ. There he colled Tor mors {moxe On ul
right flank, for it was noticed that urcer the protcchion of
smoke the shelling was considerchly lessened. While af Dic
it was learned thai thc Ssaforth of C hod suffered very hy
casualties, and th e remained Of their tighting strength
only 100 men, 1 CSk and 2 offrs,

P |

1

%
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which had been under hy ah, 'l Impogt ~ontinuously, W
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20 MAY 44

1, Bty HQ was situated at MR 768142 in close proximity
%o 2 Cdn Inf Bdc HQ with tps under comd bns (wef 1300 hrs) as
followss "M% Tg (17 pdrs) with L Edmn R in res, g Tp
with PPCLI, “L Tp with Seaforth of C. A4 tk disposns were
coord and an amended trace submitted to Bde HQ at 1800 hrs.

2e Two oasualties occurred from mortar fragments in
WJ% Ty during the evening. BC (Major H, Burnett, MO) and
10 (Lieut H.K. MacDonalg? attended Bde Comds conference at
1900 hrs where broad plan was outlined, details to follow.

21 MAY 44

o Locations were unchanged until FRHQ 2% 1600 hrs re-
ported enemy AFVs moving SE from PONTECORVO when "K" Tp in
oomd Lieut G.E. Weidmark was sent to take up posns in depth
in the Div Tac HQ area. This tp rejolned its bn before d: . ¢
as soon as enemy force was reported retired.

4, BG and 2 i/e (Capt J.S. Mulkerns) attended Bde -umds
0 Gp at 1400 hrs followed by BCs oonferenoce at 1500 hrs v .are
the following allotment was made:
(a) PPCLI 4 tk Pl responsible for own area
(b) Seaforth of C Comp Tp (two 17 pdrs and two
6 pdrs) under comd Lieut J.T. Wimble
(¢) L Edmn R Comp Tp under comd Lisut R.L. Nolles
(d) L Edmn R and Seaforth of C A tk Pls and
WEW Ty to be held in res, Lisud G.E. Weidmar!-
{"K" Tp) to assist in deploying PPCLI guns
d- :ing the attack.
(o) ..ord of all A tk to be responsibllity of Major
H., Burnett, MC.

Zg_ MAY 44

5 Locations unchanged, Final coord conference by
Bde Comd at 1400 hrs attended by BC and 2 i/c followed by
own O % at 1500 hrs, Tps under comd bns and Bty HQ moved
to 3 Cdn Inf Bdge earza in the late afternoon,

6. BC reported to Bde HQ at 0545 hrs and when fwd
elements reported they had passed through wire and minefd he
and 10 left at 0630 hrs by jeep with dvr, wireless set and
op, one DR and proceeded under fairly hy shelling and mortar
fire to where G0 PPCLI (Lt Col C.B. Ware, DSO), with Lieu®
G.E. Weidmark, .. tk rep, was located at corner of wood MR
749191, Shellin; became heavier: so it was decided to leave
jeep and 22 set at edge of wood 747153 and BC, L0 and DR
proceeded with Lt Col C.B. Warec, DSO, ard party on foot.

. Shelling and mortaring continued and the @ rty made
their way slowly along the edge of the wood to beginning of
clearing at 744195 where thov were pinned down by MG firo and
sniping, DR was hit by MG f.re in the amm and shoulder and
wes unable to meke his way back to jeep on foot. Scveral
other casualties were incurred at this pt inel Major Rankin,
3 Fd Regt up with PPCLI and Lieut Carr Harris, RCE. First
aid was administered by BC and they went back on foot.



8. it Col C.B. Ware, DSO, and party then moved to & post
bvehind a knocked out Shermar about 20 yds in front of wood
accompsnied by BC. 45 this 7t econtact by 18 set was lost

with their fwd coys and runners were despatched froum time to
time without result. Sniping, shclling and mortaring secmed
to become heavier and in addition the enemy started ©o fire

LP at the tk behind which fhe party was sheltering. «fter vhe
fifth shot which knocked part of the turreht off, they retir.
onoa more to the edge of the wood. Lt this pt a Churchill.
which was endea’ uring to lay smoke in the area from which

the enemy A tk LTC wad coming, was et on five presumably

by a hit from same gun and Lt Col Ware ni. parhy moved further
along the edge of the wood out of danger of exploding tk amn..
The enemy gun was inspected next day and found to be & loug
parrelled 75 mm ca & PLNTHE': tuzrret moursed in a formidabie
conerete emplacement and well camouflaged.

9. it this ot the BC decided that until the situaticwn
olarified, the arc of tho wood should be made tk prouf so aisi
coy of Lient Weld: Tk and Lieut Gower PPCLI, posus vieIe
reoced and guns ordersd up st once., BC aculd not find his
jeep which 1t was 1ater disclosed Lod been used Lo evacuata
casualties. The 22 set having been knocked out by a moriar
bomb, the BC was withcunt comn and proceeded with IO 2 FOUL
to area of wood 780190 whorc hs met Sgt Brown, made & qui. K
racce and orde ed the latter!s guns into posns in depth -
on the left flonk with the two 17 pdrs covering the open =lua
to the left of the rd forming the axis of adv. Tizut Ne'l.es
at this time was still fwd with Moj Tu ker and was pino. 40w
by snipers at a pt about 200 yds along the rd from <he . 36 of
the woocd. 1% wog then found out that the DR scit to repiace
he casualty had Limse<lf become o cagualty so the BG;
leaving Licut MacDonald wh< was assisting a casualty to the
RAP, made his way by amb joep o Bds HQ vo zoport the sliuatic.
and action taken as regards %o X tk to Bac Comd and 5o find
out if there was any changée of plan. AfSor confercirs wiith
Bde Comd he returned by jeep to Scaforth of C HQ and ordcorod
Lieut J.T. Wimble's guns inte posn in that area.

10, The T then returned to 10 PPCLI and recced nev

osns of 4 tk .as to conform with Cozd PPCLT plan and adjustoed
icut Nells gun posns with slightly chea._o- iocations of L

®dmn R followed by a cocrd conference of tp comds in the L

Edan R arca.

1L Tt was the consicered opinion of the BC thaih it

was at no time possible to pring guns further fwd on gither

the PPCLI or Ssaforth of C frouts as the area betwsch the fwdl
and rear coys was controlled by enemy L bk and Sh fire. Tk
were knocked out o tho edges of the clearing whers * 2

had been and futhermore the engrs had not been ahl. o Luel

a gap thrlugh the minefd on this ~ront. < thoe casc of Seafcrs
of C front the Comd Svuforth of C had not seen fit ©o 2llow
the guns to attempt to ‘proceed to the area of the fwd coye
for similar reasons.

1z, At epprox 1700 hrs the BC 4.-in roported to tl. L36
Comd and was i1fm of the plan for congolidation of posr:

which mainly affected the L Tdun R wh¢ were to move aci °S tho
rd to a posn at 745185, On returning o the PPCLI axcc .0

Tiaise withoeasos
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tiaige with Major Rosser and locate BnHQ L Equn R, he was
told that they had had orders to move to posns across the
gilloy in the 78 .Div area. Lis it was enparent that some
misteke had been made or last min chenges of plan ordered,

he contacted Capt Roxborough, expleined the situation and
had them halt on the@&d while he checked with Bdo HQ. Having
ascertained that the original plen was unchanged, he retu.med
with instrs to the L Egms R who retraced their steps and occupled
their posn. Plan for L tk aef was given to Liecut Nelles, who
recced the posn and brought 1is guns in at first light. Eqpt
casualties through enemy action received during the day
amounted to 1 quad destroyed by fire and one PPCLI 6 pdr

gun which received a dir:ct hit. Capt 7.S. Mulkoras, 2 i/e
remcined at Bde HQ but unfortunately could not be infm of
progress of the battle owing to the breakdown of comns.

24 MAY 44

1. BC visitcd gun posns gt 0730 hrse.. Shelling was

1% and seemed to be confined to shelling of thé rd and wood
in the PPCLI arca with odd salvos of nebelwerfers throughout
the gen arsa., Lieut G.E. Weidmatk resumed comd of his own
tp in res at approx 1400 hrs., The area was quiet during the

afternoon and night. =





