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riate circulation is ziven to this document.
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ITEDITERBRANEAN AREA

JULY - SEPT

3ER 1944

EXTRACTS FROM WAR DIARIES AND. MEMORANDA

(SERIES 27)

Tlo MEMORANDUM BY IAJOR-CGEZNERAL Co VOKES, CoBeEey, DeSs0s, Gu0.Ce
1 CDIT TIF DIV (APPENDIX TO WAR DIARY, (+S. BRANCH H.Qs
1 CDII INF DIV ~ JULY 1944,
HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div
1 c0/1/G
20 Jul 44
A1l COs

RCD and Inf Bns
5o

I want the following simple formula rubbed home with

all ranks in your units esoeolally with coy, pl and sec le aders.

They are fundamental for

(a) ATTACK (1)

(vi)

(vii)

(b) DIIFCNCE AND

SUCCECSSe

Mfove FAST from one tactical bound to
another,

Make wide use of ground and dispersion,
frontally and in depth.

Be quick to exploit success
Y ou can only do this 1f your ﬁéserves are
properly positioned and handled.

Make full use of the fire power of all
your weapons in the assault - brens,
rifles, TSMGs, grenades, PIAT, 2" mcrtar.
Do not forget that the bhayonet is a
lethal weapon, therefore, train your men
to use 1it.

Outflank the enemy whenever possible.
The DBoche is most sensitive about his
. flanks and reare. Pin him frontally
howeveres

Don'!t cross a skyline standing upe

Whenever you are in doubt as to what
should be done - ATTACK.

CONSOLIDATION

(1)
(i1)

(1i1)

Always be prepared for all round defences

lMake full use of your automatic weapons
in defencee Remember that automatic fire
power is the frame-work, Conserve rifle-
MEX o

Keep a reserve in hand, mainly riflemen,
sultable disposed for immediate counter-—
attack, for which you rust be prepared in
advance.

Patrol vigorously, and take advantage of
opportunitiese. Build up a clear picture



of enemy. Intelligencec

(v) Study the problem of attacking from youn

: . defehcé .posn. Remémber that defence'lig
“only a momentary phase. Battles are won
by offensive actlone

(¢) PURSUIT

(1) Irn pursuit, you must take risks and move
fag., -Remember the enenmy is tired.: -
“Inriltrate on a wide froni. Keep goinge
~-Live off the  ¢ountry.

(i1) 1In.a break through, the object rust be to
.overrun the enemy's mortar and gun lines,
which are the badkbone of his defences
~Having degtroyed these dan o¥derly retreat

“‘becomes a route

(@) INF TK Cu~OPZRATION . »

(1). Don'!t forget the primeval formula, inf ¢
- deal with the A Tk guns and the tks with
wire and MGs: - BUT remember always that
inf working with tks are the eyes and. .
close=in protection for. tkoo ’

(1i1) anW your opposlte numbct —-hls limltat one
and’ hLS advantagese i v

(121) DNever iet the tks get fwd without your
support close behind. : You must get up to -
sEHem-atall-vostse "7 SFETTE

{(iv) Tks are offensive weapons:more than
dofensivee Thelr rolg 1n dsfence i= ¥
offensive action. For this they should
rally behind the objective where thhy can
be emnloyed for counter-attack.

{(v) 1If the tks cannot get fwd, DO NOT lose
' your. offensive Splrlt but go. on without
them. They will follow you as: quickly

as they can.

(vi) Practice assiduously with 38 set interw
comn inf-tks. If sets are properly netted,
and operated by personnel trained for the
purpose, this system can: and will worka

{e) _P_‘INALLY

- (1} Reme"oer—that the ObJGOt of war is to

- —~=='destroy the ehemye - :
Be correct in your treatment of p:isoners,
but danit be frlendlv or you are inviting
treachery,.

{11) Remenber that the German is a worthy
wew oo oppenent s but: the German isn't born who
: can stand up to Canadian Infantry imbued
—-with the will to close and destroy hime

"Qs Vokes"
(C Vokes)
Vaj-Gen

GOC, 1 Cdn Inf Dive.
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2.  IDENTIFICATION OF 1IORTAR BOND CRATERS _”AN.D RETERENCE IN
“*I@“RE‘?S ”Ix T0 WAR DIARY, HeQes ReGela, 5 GDN -
Y 1944y,

n—y‘-a----— R e '--r-r -

* ZNTRODUCTION e (Ses Page 16 for Diagrems)

: al‘ = i \At ths time of the 1ntroduotion of a’ counter mortar
e staff in’'5 Cdn Arid. Div,: formed ‘for the. purpose of fighting/
T . . wthe enemy morbtars, it was decided that all séurces of infor-

s matlon available would have to be considered, Included in
' these was the possibility of deducing locations of eremy
mortars from oraters made by their bombs: A Crater 100 was
- att to the counter meortar staff for the purpose of making an
exteﬂ51ve study of eraters as uell as sendlnP in moreps in
: aotlon. el = T . “,-v-v; ST

LY

Durlng the latest autloﬁ in whgah 5.Cdn Armd Div
tooh part this 1100 compiled some valuable information which
may be uSeful in any future ops this Div. may.be called upon

to join, It is our- intention therefore “to set down in
Writing' all that has beeﬂ found up to=&auea,. i

P ¢ '; i 4 T i A . oy “
HFWTWCEKNOﬂ ENS ; _f : "

e i “The Pirst 1tem,to 00351der in the examinatlen of
Jcraters is the Gifre ference beuween snell and mortar. craterso

Ali shell holes have CoImonN oharacterlstlcs,'although
varylag in 51ze. The shape of thése eraters is circular, and
The blast of‘the shell is forward, This blast forms furrows
or groovres in the gmound in the front portion of the crater
(see diagram 1), Generally two of these grooves arc .deeper
“Sthan; the” remainder, -digtributed symfietrically around the £
axis of travel the shell has des¢ribed, The above character-
istics, namely shapé and. grooves,'are not to be founf in

e mortar bomb craters, : ‘ i i,

T"P“a OF JORTARS TIT TS

1S5 BT T MY

f Before dealln Wlth the dgotual oraters it is deemed
adv1sable to say a feW'words concerning the weapons we have
to ooqtend'w1th. These will be divided into .two tydes: the

: eordlte propelled and uhe Jeu nronelled pruaeotiles,\ i

OORBITu EROPWLEED

L e e ey

= G1AbEg “Hhm os L Welﬁht of Bomp . Renge

B o I _2"ins . 20 lbs g™ REEVENELEY B g
Be,l om g 3.2 ins 7% 1bs 2700 yds
10 cm 4;14 dns.  0°16 1bs ... 3300 yds
10- em(nebel) L4014 dns: . 19 1bBg - 18800 yds

12 om.(French) C 4,7 Ang- - n 37 1hs" - 8000 yds

The composition of the fins on the 8,1 cm mortar and
~the" 10- om mortar bombs" may be useful in. determlnlng the size
of the proje¢tile useds,- The 8¢l hm bomb carries twelve fins
on'its shaft, distributed in pairs, The 10 cjy bomb only
carries three fins, shaped in a pecullar o .shion, . curving
mwards (see dmg:cem 2). ; s siyimy o

o A PROP‘?LIED

gl RN e R
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This latter type carries no fins on its bomb, "This
weapon is often fired in groups of five or 8ix barrels,
commonly known under such conditions as:a Nebelwerfer or
"oaning Minnie®, A R

In this synopsis of enemy mortars we have not endcav-
oured to give details of all the encmy'!s weapons but culy
of these generally encowdtered up to Qate,‘_

o

)
. s o o =

BOMB CRATERS: OF THE CQRDITE FROPELIED TYPE -

(l) ﬁ}la‘nq n | e ' g RS
= . , : e
The shape’ of the above mentioned craters is sim-
ilar in all cases, they only-vary in size according to the

welght of bomb used (see diagrem 3},

The;general shape of thé.drater isfsliéﬁtly oval :

the widest portions being to tlhe sides, The décpest por%iohnan
of the ciater is to be found Fforword with a gentle slope to

the rear. The ground at the Tear of the crater will be torm i+

by the blast of the bomb, whereas the fromh edge will be
practically straight and sometimes slightly undercut when in
soft ground, The shape of bthe orater. is symugtrical around
the central axis.: A = LE DR S T

By probing d4n the crater and rcmoving from one to
Three inches of dirt, a cirocular tunnel formcd by the TuZe
and fins 6P the bomb may be found, The:fuze cud £ins bury
themSelves in the direction the bomb was travelling. The
fins, 2r:foynd may.give the mnecessary infoérmation to det-
ermine the type of mortar which was fired,

(2) Mobhods of determining the bearing from which tie borb
Was Ehad T et e e S S
Two methods.can be uséd in determining the ‘bearing & -
from which the bomb was-fired. . ' : e i s
; (a) Standing o fair distande away from the ‘orater;
in line with the fuze and fin tunnel previously mentioned,
line up the hair line of a compass with the centre of the
tunnels The angle thus obtained will givé you the bearing. "
of the dirgction the bomb was travelling inj to get the bear-
ing of the direction from which the bomb camne, to the angle
read add 1800 of the -angle is smaller that 180 dcg,, or
subtract: 180 deg if the angle is greater than 180 dege

‘This method’is aeeuraté if the tumel is very plain.

(b) The other method is to insert & sbick inbo the
tunnel, and lying on the gréund faocing tho cnemy, line up
the compass along -the. 'stick, The angle rcad is in this
case the bearing to the eneciiy, mortar and necds no conversion,
(soe diagrom 8y - o L b s Bl

In the.ceasg of a bomb landing on hard, ground, the-
tunncl formed by tho bomb's fuze and fins will not appear,
but a rough. bearing may be obtained by lining up 4 compass
cloug the contral axdis of;ihe symnetrical pattern., This -
mothod, though very rough, mov give informAtion of usc to
the CMOwhen: compared to information provided by -other
SOUTCCS 4 ‘ g, T

T T
1
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BOMB CRATERS oF THE: JE'D PROPELLED TYPE

(1) Descriptlon

(a) Soft ground

, 'In soft ground the bomb of the jet propelled type
will penbfrate fairly deeply (from. two. to three feet below
the ground level) before exploding.. The result of” thls g
belated explosion is.to confine the fragmentatlon to the
crater itself. A similar tunnel to that formed in the
previous type of mortar bomb crater will be found in the
deepest portion of’ the crater. The size of this tunnel will
be similar to that of the bomb. (see diagram 4)

(b).,?lowéd.fiélds and . paétureél

In the casge of bombs dropplng in plowed £ields = -
or pastures, craters slmllar to the above mentioned are formed,
but in addition the fuze and percussion cap of the bdmb form.
a separate tunnel approx three inches in diameter and from
two to three inches below ground level “the tunnel being :
roughly horizontal “(see diagram 4).

(2) Methods of determining the bearing from which the bomb
was fired.

(a) Tn the case ¢f bombs landing in soft ground
(para 1 (a) above), the same nethods mey be used as have been
described fnr the case of cordite propelled bombs.

(v) For'bpmbs landing,in.plowéd fields or pastures:
where the additional tunhel mentioned in para 1(b) above iz -~
to be found, the following method may be applied place a
stick vertlcally at. each end of this tunnel and sight a-
compass along these two sticks 1n- theé direction of the
offending mortar. The bearlng thus obtalned w1ll be the -
most accurate one.

The fragments fermed by small pieces of very thin
metal from the forward portion of the jet propelled bomb,
as well as the fuze, may generally be found imbedded in the
crater. These will help in the identlficatlon of* the type
and calibre of the weapon in use. (sde diagram 5). - :
]

CONCLUSION

It is hoped that .this precis will help units “in eb—.
taining further bearings on enemy mortars, thus inecreasing the’
number of moreps received by the CMO. This in turn would 1n—
crease the help the.CMO can provide in counterlng our common -
enemy, the German mortar.‘ Every bit af 1nformatlon, huwever
1n81gn1flcant will help achleve our purpose.

"R.J. Mutcheson"
(R.J. Mutcheson) Capt.
z CMO, 5 Cdn Armd Div.
LESSONS FROM UHE GOTHIC LINE (DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS =
ISSULP BY 2 CDN INF BDE).

GOTHIC LINE ACTION
25 Aug -- 2 Sep 44

The disou531on highlights will be summarized under the
following headings:
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. Inf Problems

1

2. Tk Probiems

3.  Arty Problsms

4, Engr PrOb?ng;‘~.UP_H“
5. Staff Proklems

INFANTRY PROBLEMS

(a) The 3" Mortar

i ¥ In the pursult battle 1t w1ll Very seldum ‘be ‘worthwhile
to man~pack for the adv is then too ;8low.and amn sup to. small.
" Careful consldération must be; given before ‘marn- packing 1is under-
taken. In the recent pursult one- unit. which kept :the mortars
on wheels was able to make good use of sthe wpns:.in ¢lose sp in
hilly terrain wheres ' arty was handlcapped and drove off an enemy
- patrol with the mortar,

It was .suggested.that further use be made-of this wpn but
1t was sppreciated that if an adv .is steady only arty w111 have
"the range %o sp fwd inf in many cases.. ‘

(b) The 4.2" Nortar

. . The policy followed in the acticn was approved. That is,
moruars ~will be. leap- frogged fwd by-the: bty comd to sp the lead-
ing bh ur bns. This, worked well and much valuable: sp was given.
They Wlll normally be centrallzed in a:set plece, attack

Comd 2 Bty Hy Mortars stated that 2 additional Np 18 sets
are roquwred urgently to. let the FOO of each det .net on.a:fwd bn
comd net.

(¢) The 2" Mortar

‘Ne targets were ergage& due to the sbeed of the adv and the
presence of other sp wpns.

(&) ‘THe PTAT
ATl bné considered the wpn importantwto'the pl.

‘ Recently bombs had been used exclu31ve1y to blast build—
‘ings or doors and on.sub. unit when attacked by an AFV..at
MONTECICCARDO had no bombs left with which to engage :it. It

was pointed out that pl ¢omd must ensure that a number of bombs
are held for the primary anti. AFV role.

(e).. The .Carrier

. Bach bn favours at least 12 carriers in F ech. In the
present terrain they have a better cross cvuntry performance
than any other veh of similar load capacity. It was apprec-
iated that their present utillty mlght decrease when the flats
of the PO valley are reached :

(f) The MMG

All units made use of unit and SASK LI MMGs and at MONTE
S MARIA: g sub ' unit cauged the enemy hy casualties with the wpn.
Pls of SASK LI should he allocated to inf bns for the pursuit
vattle so that théy may be leap-frogged with the inf.
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(g) The 6 Pdr

The principle of keeping the wpn under bn. comd wds ~
approved as the ‘comns are not satisfactory if the guns are cent-
ralized under a bde rep. ©One-sub unit had fired 12 rounds
with good effect at buildings but there was no instance. of
the wpn engaging an AFV. . . x SR S P

(h) Tactical Smoke

Very few siioke rounds were fired by unit wpns but arty
and tk smoke were employed to a liunited degree for flank
defilade. - ; ;

(1) lian Loads

The prescnt loads are a.suitable maxiinum. : The ceonsensus
of opinion is that small packs shiould not be carried intd
battle. Present American typéjpiCKSaare-tao.hy to ecarry-and
shovels alone were carried to supplement entrenching tools.
Suggested that. a trade be made with the RCA who ewre equipped
with smaller Tnglish type picks. No unit found the present
amh loads insufficient. It is NOT rfeasible for men in battle
order to carry more than 24 hrs rations. . I\ e - bt

(J) Man Management.

Men shquld not go-for days without having .their boots
off. Junior leaders will. arrange for- foot inspection and
that every man removes his boots at least once in each 24 hrs,
This must be arranged with: due regard to the demands of battle.

With commonsense qualifications, it was ordered that
men shave reguldrly -during longz actions. . :

TLNY. PROBLEMS

(2) The system of having the tk LO work from a HONEY TK att
to the bn Hg workéd well, It was sug;zested by one unhit that
a small type scout car ‘would be a less conspicuous veh for the
tk LU but these are not plentiful ‘and have a lower cross
country performance. - AEAE ;

(b) Present comn channels proved satisfactory and when one
bn had no No.22 comn with bde the tk nct was used by the bn |
comd to keep in contact with bde HQ.  Where on the field

of battle person to person'cdmn was necessary for planning.
or target engagement, it was found that all other methods
sometimes fail ‘except personal liaison for which there is

no substitute if ¢fficient co-operation is to be achieved.

(c) It was agrecd that inf may suitably be carried fwd from
res on tks. lhen tks mdy ‘be fired upon inf should proceed

on foot. The working fwd halt for mutual sp and at. such times
inf on the tks are particularly vulnerable. Tks also draw
mortar fire.

(d) It is now recognized that tks CanQQﬁd'Will op in the dusk
or darkness in sp of inf. b = ‘ : :

The technique will be for tks to halt while inf search
fwd and take out any small posn”where a faust patrohnen might
be located or attack areas where A tk guns are sited. When
the inf have cleared an area they will scnd back and guide
the tks fwd. This process will shake the German defenders \
morale and may result in our tks successfully bypassing strong
A tk gun posns.,.
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‘ Practical limitations on how rwuuch tks can op ‘at night
are tk crew fatigue and the need for nightly petrol and aimn

replenishment.

, Inf and tks when adv by night must ensure that the tks
halt and 'laager! whéere at least sorme inf can give night

‘protection to the tks and the- tks can be ready to meet enemy

tk assaults or other attacks from daylight on. Ik sqns do
not went to rally:id a fwd area at night cxcept when inf can
be with them.: : : ‘ "

(e) . Tks will enter built up arcas. in.sp of inf but requires
protection by inf from such wpns as faustpatronen.: This

inf. are¢ prepared to give. In return tks anticipate engaging

German tks which are often run inside buildings to.op. as
robile . strong pts. ay '

() In the recont battles there wasa poriod when the tk regt

had one bn of inf in sp for a pursuit op. In this s ituation
the two comds can move cither ‘in the th regt comd tk or in two

_separate tks of RHQ. They are always tozether and no comd
., difficultivs arise. Vhen a sqn of tks 1s in sp. of a bn of inf
~the sqn comd moeves his tk with the bn HQ and fights his tks

¥ by wlreless. from the bn Hy. This hdas proven quite satisfactory.

Difficulty is expericnced however, when a sqn is plit up to 8p
two bns for the ‘comd facilities both in wireless and personnel
are not. sufficient for this situation. When auch a special
allotment of tks is necessary time must be allowed for the
re-netting of tk scts to-the new bn comd net. ’ oAb

(g) It was Lentioned that the tk bde has call on an assault

sqn of: tk's incl an 'Octopusf capable of bridging by use of
a 97 ft span. This eqpt is bounded fwd behind the tk bd@.

ARTY PROBLIMS

(a) -¥hen an inf force is in $p Qf-autk forbe”thé_hrty_firé
plan 1s the responsibility of the arty rep-at the 'tk bde HQ.

However situations will often arise where by the nature of the

ground or the time of day inf become the primary arm in the
assault. Here inf may make arty plans through the bn arty
rep and tk arty sp may be arranged through the FOO with the

"tk sqgn but each arty rcp must know what the other has -
- requested so that there is no confusion in target registration

B

or engagement.

{b9- » ori) A quick fire plan can readily bé produced if a large
" nunmber of prospective targets in the battle area

have been previously rcgistered and roecorded as
‘Unclc Targets. -If this is dohne the particulars can
be notified by the CRA to all regts. Viith this

..basis a fire plan can soon be formulated incorpor-
ating some of these recorded targets and new targets
cnosen as the detailed inf plan is made ,

(11) | The CRA's rep needs a minimum of 10 mins warning
to commence a fire programme and it is much better
to give him 15 mins warning. TIf it is necessary to
alter the arty fire plan inf are wisc. to ask the
gnr how lang the change will take and then alter
plans accordingly.. : o= L '

(iii) ‘If inf ask for guns on call from ---- hrs to ——--
hrs® they should estimate the lerigth of time over
which fire may be required so that the gnrs can
better doecide



amn requ1re%ents~as well as the rate of fire and the
number of “uns to he emoloyed.

(1V) It wag exnlalned that' POW interrogation shows the
wisdom of d fire plan that is timed in bursts rather
than as_one. steaug £low of Tire. Enemy move between
she burots, $z el =te caumht on-the move "and 7o L8  ground.
tfhen' the progran is over’ eneny may keep their heads
down for many nins suspecting further fire.

(v) To ask for arty fire "as soon’ as n0851ble" is
undesirable. It is better to. demand fire in terms

of mins, then inf know when all fire will.terminate

and there is no likelihood of a ragged volume of fire.
(vi) Fire plans may be made by div, 'by bde, or as
1mpromntu fire Dldns by the unlt FOOg . When the plan is
made at bde it is made by the CRA's Tep with inf bde
unless the tk bde is controlllnﬁ the op. Where a FOO
arrances an 1mnwomotu shoot he must be given complete
frﬁedom to decide scale ,and type of flre Tfor he knows the
fwd tactical dituation and the locn of our own. tbs

- Pelative to the tarsete o . ]
{c) DF tasks will not be sent As DF numbers hereafter but as
Uncle Numbers. For this bde the Uncle Ilumbers are 120~100.

They are Qllotted to unlts as follows:

PPCLI U120, 121, 122 -
EAF OF C U 123, 124, 125
: IER U, 26 s 225, 20128

. ....The SOS task will be designated by adding the letter
'St £o the Uncle nmurber, is.e., UlZ23Se It LS 1Aportant to
decide who will be ermpowereda to call down the DF taske. This
will Dbe decided by the bde cord and the CRA's rep from time to
time depending on circumstances. It is important that the
locn of DI tasks arc NOT siven away by prenature calls for DF.

(a) ‘(1) During the adv FOOs sometimes moved by bounds from
one OP to another and in other cases noves with fwd coys.
‘There will be occasgions azain when one or the other
system_lu best. In hilly country .such as this coy comds
wanted the FO0 up with then as LHGPG is so rmch dead -
ground on the hillsides.

g (1) The FOO man-packed his set fwd in two unlt - of the
‘bde. It w ag carried over ~round where vehs could NOT
5o and.over the R INETAURO. The sets were man-packed
for well over 1000 yds. The P00s found that assault
cable run out by hand was a useful alternative means
of corm,

(ii1) Even when inf are sp tks which have their own SP
afty FO0Os thée inf FOO continues responsible for se snding
'in through his normal arty channcls targets of
opportunity. The SP FOOQ w111 usée his normal channels
dlsoe This practice're equires liaison between the
respective FOOs for confusion can result if for example,
ooth cormence to range on the same target 31multancously.

(e) Arty reps stayced with the bn cords and kept their Jbup
with wircless +hore. Only in the nlwht crossing of the METAURO
did any units loave the arty ‘rep back but the rep could have
achievcd nothing if adv on foot in the dark,
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offensive role was endorsed by the bde cord. SP A tk guns nay
be given either an offensive role roving with fwd tks and inf
or ziven a def role to counter tk attacks but with this wpn
also the trend i1s to employ it offensively NOT defensively.

(£) The principle’ of the 17 pdr being used well fwd in an

() It is an arty principle that a flank frn nay engage with
arty targets on our front rwore than 1000 . yds ahead of . our . '
tps but that ref rust be made to the fsn whose front is

involved. In a very few nins it is possible to check back

in any rcport of fire from a flank arty unit which will

endanzer our tns.

LNGINEER PROBLIMS

(a) Spr and pnr co-opcration in the last actions was first
class. Sprs now cstimate as a gen rule that one rd crater =
can be repaired by 1 scc of sprs in 1 hr of work. Bulldogzing
and preparing anproach and exit at a river crossing or a diver-
sion tekes 3 hrs of work by one scc of sprse

(b) The American nine detcctor is rore sensitive than other
types now in use and a request has becn made that units be sup
with thene - :

(c) It was noted that tks can clear a lane through a schu
minefd with no danger to the tk and this will be tried out..

STAFE PROBLENS

(a) The usc of code place names when calling for arty fire
st be avoilded. The practice will compromise the code name.
A map ref is the proper means of sending in the target,

() HQ of CRA's repn is to be known héreafter as FIRE CONTROL

to have a uniform desi-ration throughout the Corps.

(c) SITREPS reporting What ?iheres? When? arc to be separated fron
the enqually vital INTREPS reporting facts about the enemy, Brevity
is desireable when these arc made by RAT. They can be amplified
by other ncans as soon as possible.

(a) Offrs rmst ensure that their R/T messazes are broken
into parts and that the procedure "Roger so far" is frequently
followed. This will spced up transmission. Offr mocssages

arc much specdler than formal ressages passed between
signallers, ‘

(e) As the 38 set has proven its usefulness unite rmst be
careful to keep at ecach pl HQ a Zp of ORs -~ runners, batmen
cte, who can use the set, NMany of the poor results credited
to the sst in the past have becn duc to bad sot ODe

REPORT ON MINEFIEID, "FROSINONE AIRPORT ( APPENDIX TO WAR
DIARY, 13 FD COY, ReC.E. ~ JULY 1044)

]

During the weck of 2 - 8 July 44 a considerable area
of the a/m airport was -cleared by the 1 Cdn Assault T
who were then in training under stupervision of instructors
from 13 Cdn Fd Coy ReCeZ. The nuygpose was to accuston
ther1 to the handling and neutralizing of live eneny mines.
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A large strip running North through the centre of the field
had previously been cleared by the 4 Cdn Fd Coy RCE, and booby
traps as well as mines reported. About fifty yards to the East
of this cleared strip the 1 CAT encountered a belt of mines and
about 10-15 yds in depth and running parallel to the cleared strip.
The 1imit of this belt was reached but during the week 400 - 500
yds was cleared. In this area 70 "3" mines, 16 Teller mines
("Mushroom™ type)and 18 concrete picket mines were 1lifted.

The "S" mines were all fitted with two way adaptors and
trip wires attached to 7742 igniters. 1In many cases the trip wire
was attached to the hole in the head of the striker shaft rather
than to the pin. The latter was usually upside down and might
have dropped out if the wire had been tripped.

The teller mines were invariably laid upside down with
a ZZ42 in the base and a trip wire attached. In only obne case
was a regular fuze found in the mine maliing it both A/P and A/T.

The Stock mines all were fitted with Z742's and trip wires
attached this time to the pins.

There was no apparent pattern to the field beyond the fact
that they were found in a very long narrow belt. All theee
varieties of mines Wwere more or less mixed indescriminately through-
out tire field but most of the Stock mines were towards the South end.

Wo Iottz mines were lifted, but there was evidence that
they had been found by the 4 Cdn Fd Yoy, as several were found
in a Jdamaged condition in the cleared strip. There were also?2 or 3
5 . kilogramme prepared charges which apparently had been
buried and booby-trapped.

Wo markings of the mine belt were found by 1 CAT. 1In the
cleared strip several boards marked "Winen" were ceen but they had
been broken away from the stake and were just lying scattered about.

Botn prodding and detector methods were used in clearing
the area. The grass was long and it was difficult to locate both
the trip wires and the mines., The growth o>f grass was not
affected by the placing of the mines and in the case of "S" mines
the adaptor and igniters were only visible after parting the grass.
Trip wires were laid 3" to 4" above the ground. Apparently the
field had been laid while the grass was short.

(A.H. NICOLSON) Lieut., R.C.E.,C.I.
15 Gdn Fd.Coy, R. C. L.

"FAULTS AND REMEDIES IN 0.P. WORE ( APPEUDTX TO WAR DIARY,

I.Q., R.C.h., b ODN AND DIV - JULY 19447,

Trg of BCs and Tp Comds
in OP Duties

1. The recently conducted 0P exercises have disclosed that
much more attertion must be given in all fd regts, to the trg of

;BCSyandanKUomds>iﬁiOPfdptieS;_OP_Qrg,YOP occupation; "ginple "

-fire plans, etec.. lany of" the miistakes and omissions which occurred

during recent exercises are well known to the personnel concerned,

1= o
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but little or no attent on paid to them; this 1s dus to failurc on
our part to stress adequately this very important aspect of our
work. Some of the errors, particularly concerning fire plans, show
definite lack of knowledge orfailure to apply knowledge.

2. Att hereto is a listNof the more common faults which must
be corrected before the next op. € 0s will please take. this
matter. in. hand forthwith, either following. the att suggested means
of. correction or substituting some meéans of.their own.. In par-
ticular the drawing up of simple fire plans, .plan and orders for
" registration and-engspement, the reporting of "ready" well ahead
of H hr, etc., must _be thoroughly gore into.”

5.-7"."Cos will £i11 in bhe last coln of the att form and return
to e by 1200 hrs &0 Jul 44,
Vg AlSparling" ..
. " (H A Spariing)’
CRA 5 Cdn Armd Div.

"R (For li%ﬁhéﬁd.suggestéd_profprmé’éeq”bﬁfiﬁﬁlﬁ):,

Ty



FAULTS AND REME]

DIES IN OP WORK

SERIAL FAULT SUGGESTED REMEDY |, . e e W T BT AT
. LACK OF. KNOWLEDCE- OR FAMILIARITY with Miniaturc range practice of ..
memm T indication of targets by coy/sqn comds, procedure at an OP.
etce , i
: |
2 Unfamiligrity with varieus types of smoke Miniature range and study of AT
screens, mechods of producing and correct Vol III, A.T.le War o 8 Pt II,
fire orders . N .
3 Failure to owdmwm:NWm:vHW@mmW:wﬁ alter. :

native HF taslt for any smoke screeng
correct orders for preparimg such an
alternative task and being prepared

to change quickly to this task if smoke
unsatisfactory. R o)

mwzgwo%u@msﬁwHOdmmﬁa@medwoo
Ol miniature range. C

Failure to maintain an OP Tloge - ~

Every CO, 3C, tp comd to carry
and use standard form of OP log
issued thém in pads as ordercd
by HQ RCA. :

Lo

..:m:z ‘Crowding of two or more OP parties Usc of common scnse. _

close together this putting "all . d ;

ezgs in one basket", t

__ = ,

i ; i :

: 6 Use of &0@ many OPs for some. tasks ' Use of common scnsce 1 @

N end thus eéndangering the reserve “ : M

| of OPs, '
s i .

7 Failure to. »rpanize OP, Practical démonstration followed i

1]
by all OP parties. carrying out
some occupotions

REFPELT, frequentlye.
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(Conttd) .

8 Failure to send back botk poeitive Use_of OP logs by ALL OPs
~and negative irifime . S and ensure ACPOs and regt
. 00 miade responsible for sec-—
: % v . ing that infm is sent in’
continuouslys.
9 Failure to advise wQ\do when Use of OP log and use of
"ready" for a ny task detailed common serge by OF offr
as soon as recistration finished mﬁm\dd comd post concerned
and guns have reported "ready", etce
10 Hon application of arty knowledge More study and application
in: drawing up fire plans with of principles taught to-
coy/sqn or bty/armd regt comdse gether with fire plan dis-
] cussions on minature range
and_ grounds . _. '
11 Faulty appreciation and orders for Frequent bty and regh fire

arranging ‘o carry out a fire plan,
unsound decentralization te tp- - -~
comds of registration and prepare-
ation of tasks with consequent loss

of timee Also, failure on part of
some BCs to carry out registration
and prepargtion.of tasks themselves
if:quickers This criticism was b
noticeable in the MELFA ~ LIRI battle,

plans to be prepared for
engagement on miniature ground
and rangee Time clement to

be carefully considered at all
timess Alternative HE tasks
must be ready for firing for

- -any smoke task in case wind

unsuitable.




15 =

(Cont'd)

12 Incorrect appreciation of the time Time must be allowed for
required to "lay on" bty and regt issve of arty orders, ad=-
fire plans under varying equate registration and
conditinnse guns to report Yready" a

minimum of 15 mins before
H hre
13 In drawing up fire plans with inf/ USE of "INFM FROFORMA"

armd comds, failure to obtain ALL
the infm required.

Faulty briefing of FOOs

Avplication of detail
given in range table by
comd sending out FOO afd
proper questions by FOO if
he has not received ad=-
equate details,

15

Failure to "look ahead" and posn
OP resources twhere they will be
readily available- or suitably
sited to "lay on" fire plans
quickly.

Again, discussions within
units using sand model,
miniature range and out on
actual ground,
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