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1. OPFRATIONS AGAINST THE NEFENCES OF AP GRIS NEZ (ACCOQUNT BY
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CONPINENTTIAL

CANANIAN OPERATIONS IN VORTH-WEST EUROPE

JUNE - OCTOBER 1944

EXTRACTS FROM WAR DIARIES AND MEMORANDA

(SERIES 14)
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OFFR,
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T CON INF DIV, 27 oCT 447,

1. The capture of CAP GRIS NEZ, which was undertaken, and
completed, on 29 Sep 44, occurred midway between the fall of
BOULOGNE and CALAIS. On that day a.truce existed in CATAIS

but it did not effect the quite independent operation against
the cape defences.

2. 9 cdn Inf RBde, which had the task of capturing or des-
troying the two cross-channel batteries at HARINGZELLES and
FRAMZRLLE, positioned two battalions, Nth NS Highrs and HLI
of ¢, for simultaneous attacks from the south and east. ‘

G Nth NS Highrs were based on AMBLETEUSE, with one
company in ONGLEVERT, and one platoon in ATDRESSELLES. The
village of ATMRESSELLES contained a German training school

of some sort, which had been awandoned, and which possessed a
recreation room filled with handsome furniture. This furniture
the battalion removed in five 3-ton lorries and re-arranged to
provide an officers' and sergeants' mess in AMRLTTEUSE.

4. The southern defences of CAP GRIS NEZ, for which Nth
NS Highrs were responsible, consisted of two fortified aresas
(see sketch-map): the control station at CRAN AUX OREUFS, and
the battery position at MARINGZEIIES. Both were surrounded by
mines and wire. FRxtensive reconnaissance was carried out by
patrols to establish what routes could be fellowed by armour;
some anxlety was felt, for there were many ditches, skillfully
concealed, which constituted tank obstacles. The first plan
called for Flails at the head with one platoon of Infantry, fol-
lowed by AVSRE and Crocodiles with the rifle companies. The
discovery of the ant’f-tank ditches, with their false covering
necessitated putting the AVSRE in front with fascines to £111
them and so provide a passage for the rest of the armour,

5, The assault was to be launched with two companles up,
D Coy on the right attacking the northernmost gun, and B Coy
on the left taking out the other three. C Coy was then to
follow up, passing through N to capture the control statien.
The battalion had under command one squadron 141 RAC (Flalls),
two troops Crocodiles and one troop AVSRE, and in support two
troops of B San, 6 Cdn Armd Regt.

6. Heavy bombing of the objective was carried out on the
night before the attack. 1In support of the assault a comprehiensive
artillery programme had been arranged. As the troops moved for-
ward the artillery was to cease and fire support was then to be
given by tenks. n this way continuous shelling of enemy
positions was to be assured. .



o

7e During the night 28/29 Sep, the infantry and armour
moved up and positioned themselves in the re-entrant centred on
697657. Thils area, which was slightly wooded, had previously
been marked with white tape. An OP was also set up here,

S On the morning of 29 Sep the attack began. At the
outeet D Coy found it necessary to make a wide swing to the right
owing to difficult ground but it continued forward -and shortly
encountercd the outer defences of the battery. They were held

up for a time by a plllbox at 688687, but the Crocodiles flamed
it out and the advance .went on.

9. "B Coy meanwhile was pursuing a more direct route north-
_westwards to the gun position, the Flails doing magnificent

work. Proceéeding along a track they crossed the stream by the
bridge at 685663 and edged themselves forward into the area of
the casemates, An AVRE was brought up near. Number 3 gun and
commenced to pound 1its concrete casemate with petards, while the
infantry threw grenades into its open front. Against the solid
walls the petards had 1little real effect, bt they achieved

- penetration through the window slits, and in any event their
shattering detonation produced # notable moral result.

10, The enemy garrison gave little fight, they were not

even aware that an attack was in progress, despite the din from

the right where D Coy had been clearing the pillbox, until thelr
‘casemates were being blasted . All four huge guns soon surrendered.
Phase I was complete. . :

11 ™ ¢ Cov now set out with a troop of Flails through D Coy's
position along the track leading to the coast (just north of the
67 northing grid line). This road was so badly cratered that the
Flails bogged down. ¥ortunately a reserve troop had been kept
intact and with this troop ¢ Coy made a second start, having no
choicé. but to proceed cross-country. This meant breaching two
minebélts~-that of the gun position and that of the control
station. This vrocess did, in fact, render the Flalls immovable,
one by one. The last to break down, however, shot C Coy into the
. control area Wwith' its gun. Here twe the enemy soldiers were taken
by surprise, although what kind of warning they must have

required was not clear. C Coy quickly dug. them out of their
concrete shelters. The last bunker was blown up by the enemy

in most spectacular fashion. -

12, - . . The troops now moved northward intending to capture
the garrison cormander, who was not. in their area. On the way
they encountered a -party of HLI of C, who hac¢ just taken that
offlcer prisoner.’ - :

13. HILI of C had had equal success in thelr sector and with
the joining of forces it became very clear that the "exercise"
was. over. The scene now indeed resembled the conclusion of a
scheme in Fngland, for the troops were plainly aware that they

- had only to await the order to stand down. WNth NS Hlghrs,
leaving one company to. guard the area, soon marched back to
AVRLETEUSE to their quarters in-time for dinner and were mot

at the outskirts by the battalion's pipe band.

14, The operation was a model assault and was conducted
wit¥ very few casualties. The cost in tanks had been fairly
high, but most of these represented tracks blown on mines, or
vehicles bogged in impassable ground.
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DYKE WARFERE (ACCOINT BY MAJ R,G, HODGINS, 2 IC, HLI of C,
GIVEN TO HIST OFER, 3 CTN TNF DIV, 26 OCT 44),.

T "

o1y Farly in Octobor HLI of C, along with the rest of 9

C'n Inf” Pde, left the area of CAP (RIS NEZ to concentrate north-
east of GHPNT in BEBIGITM. A very few davs were then made avail-
able to then to train fer an assault landing across SAVOJAARD
PTAAT. Iirst of all-the officers and N(GCOs were shown the
amphibious "tanks", or Buffaloes (LVsT), which were to serve

as landing craft, and wcre taken for a short ride in them.

Then all personnel concerned were given an opportunity to ac-
quaint themselves with the vehicles, everyone making a brief
voyage in the TERVEUZENW CANAT. Vhen their seaworthiness was
thus demonstrated, the details of loading were worked out. ®ach
craft could hold 30 men; those carrying vehicles could take

'nothlng larger than a carrier.

2r This meant that a completely new supply system had to
be - created. Tonc as it was in a very short space of time,
staff and supnly work was exeellent. Tven the fighting groups
were affecteds companies were of necessity each reduced to 90
%11 ranks for reasons of space.

3. The voyage up the TTRNFTZEN CANAL commenced at 1730
hours, 7 Oct 44. MDelays at the ramps near its mouth at NEUZEN
2711 compelled a postponement' of 24 hours. The assault force -
was therefore dispersed, the vehlcles harbouring in farms near
the canal,

IT

4. Near midnight on 8 Oct, the convoy set forth once again,
swimming through the NTZEN channel bevond SAVOJAARD PLAAT. There
was no difficulty in recognizing the bmach and distinguishing
features were chked out at once., Coloured flare shells served

as confirui ticn. At about 0200 hours, 9 Oct, the TVsT moved in to
land the ir."wihrv near the 1ittle harbour 208150 (Amber Beach).
Rut at the wuboer's edge confusion rapidly developed. The craft
was intended to carry the men up to the dyke, but many bogged in
the mud. Somc troops attempted to change craft‘ most merely walked
up the beach. The mud itself was a quagmire. WMaj Hodgins told of
one man sinking to his waist in it, and having to be pulled out,
with a great sucking noise, by three others grasping his arms and
webbing (See sketch man),

5, The companies were now thoroughly mixed up, for some loads
had becn convevod well inland and others had not. It was also

fdund difficult to orisnt oneself and there was much shouting and
uncertainty. A German machine gun commenced firing tracer bullets
on  the beach, not certain of its target but merely searching the
area. Several men were hit by this blind firing. There was no
shelling until daybreak. The troops took cover in the runnels

which cross the_ flats until sub-units had been sorted out. Then
thev set out for their objectives.

e. The assault had begun with three companies up - B,C and D.
A Coy, in reserve, was to be committed on the CO's orders. B Coy
on the left, advanced along the dyke to the south to capturec the
machine gun emplacements around the dyke junction 213123. It was
the most difficult objective and the company was forced to pull
back without taking it. C, Coy, in the centre, moved straight down
the road through PAVILJOEN 204125 to the fork at 199122. On the
right D Coy advanced inland along the road to its junction with
the second dyke at 196127. FRach company then proceeded to es-
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tablish contact with its neighbour. Shortly after first light
¢ juncture was made with Nth N8 Wighrs, the other assaulting
tattalion,

he The enemy feought tenaciously, launching one counterattack
roth e with great determination. These were not the garrison
Croops ¢ ' LOGIE or CAP GRIS NEZ, but soldiers of a highly trained
fl=lad division. Ma] Hodglns saw several such fierce counterattacks
directed «t ¢ Coy's positlion: the enemv dashed along the ditches,
bouncing out here and there over the calverts, greatcoats flapping,
and wearing full equipment., Heavy fire from B Cay's objective,
§till uncavturcd, supnorted them. fhey were driven off, however.

Sy . =
o P

8, With the first wave of vehicles, the Wasps came ashore and
at ‘once flamed all opposition out of thz mdchine gun emplacements

so that B Coy was able to securc the area. The flame throwers

were most «ffective; their sole drawback was that they were too

few in nunmbsr.

9. Yhen O of O (MG) landed, they engaged the orchard centred
“on 192129, which conccalcd a large party of. cnemy. One platoon of
LI of € then entered 1t, taking about 60 - 70 prisoners. The

rese fled, running across open country and giving the machine

gunners a splendid target, which they were quick to take advantage of.

10. Once consolidated, there was no change in pogition until
the night 10/11 Oct, when the battalion relieved Nth NS Highrs on
the right, and 7 Cdn Recce Regt in turn took over the area of

LI of ¢, The next battalion objcctivewas the town of BIERVLIET

1811,
I1T
11. The attack on the town began in mid-afternoon, 11 Oct.

" Coy, rifght, and 4 Coy, left, advanced along the parallel dykes
in squar: 18.2. ¢ Coy was in sumport and B Coy was in reserve.

Ths attack v < v.ry successful and the battalion entered the town
at dusk. V. 1 ompany occupied a quarter of it and consolidated
there. ™uri:;, “.: night 11/12 Oct, however, another sharp counter-

attack was ‘delivered against D Coy in the southwest sector and one
vlatoon was temporarily overrun, but recovered.

12, - This was the only real threcat, but the danger remained.
The companics, ncver at full strength, were now somewhat depleted,
and reinforcements were not yvet availeble. The following day the
ground lost to the enemy in D Coy'!'s area was regained, and later
QOR of C relieved the battalion in BIRPYIIET. ' C¢dn Inf Bde was
new completely ashore.,

v

13. On the afterncon of 13 Oct, HLI of C took over a new bat-
talion,area in front of R de Chaud, around KONIJNENBERG FARM 182131,
due north of BIERVLIRT. At 1100 hours the next day, 14 Oct, they
sttacked through ¥Mth M8 Highrs, who were consolidated near
DRIEWEGEN 1612, to the line of the road running southeast from
UITTERTRG 152125. This was not an easy task, No advance was
possible except along the roads, which were stiubbornly defended,
Three companies made the attack--C Coy on the right alocng the
northern road, B Coy up the track in the centre, and A Coy

rcserve. A Coy's route was heavily mined, and this accounted for
the death of Sgt NIFZANNY, a skilled flamethrower, whose carrler
was blown up. In one small area of the road 108 mines were found.
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14, During this action, Typhoons and Spitefires attacked
the battalion, fortunately without causing casualties. By night-
fzll the road was reached, Bn lQ was set up in the basement of the
school at DRIEWEGEN, 162162. That night the first reinforcements
arrived; oftficer casualties had been particularly heavy.

15 There was ne fighting during 15 Oct while Nth NS Highrs
cleared the area in front of the battalion. On 16 Oct they
advanced cnce nmore, this time to the dyke road which runs southwest
frow HOODANHOTE 1314 to the 13 northing line, and consolidated
there, The following day they roved to an area south and southwest
c¢f SL3PUT 1216, At the start they took by surprise an enemy party
asleep in a farm at 132142. Evidently the Germans found dyke-
fighting as exhausting as did our own troops. During the move a
shell struck the CO's carrier, killing the signaller, but the CO
himself, Lt Col R.UW. Strickland, was unharmed. . On.arrival the
companies positioned themselves along the STATEN DIJK, roughly

“rom SASPUT to PLAWKEFPOORTIE 119141, Bn HQ was located in the
carinhouse 132142, whose inhabitants spoke very good English.

He In this farmhouse noving pictures were shown on 18 Oct,
tespite the nearness of the enemy. Chocolate bars were sold (for
3elgian francs, although this was in HOLLAND). Relaxation was

7ital, however, for the operation had proved an exacting task.

The enemy had opened the sluice gates at NOLLER EEN 1217, *thus
®looding the land west of the dyke line. For several days tha tvoeeous
"emained in this area, roving once northwestwards closer to

3RES. ES C9138. : '

7 It was a most unhaopy location: the dykes were very

Tow and under direct observation from . .SLInS. Shelling was
irequernit, with additional heavy fire from the big guns at FLUSHING.
Bad weather, and aliost imnassable roads added to the riisery.
Great difiiculty was erperie.ced both in bringilig provisions 1in
and czesualties out. '

18. 5DaG Higchrs sttacked BRLSLENS on 21 Octj for this ,
operation TILT of C were in resarve. Their next task was the capture
of SCICL.D. s 0914, which 1t wvas hoped to begin that same night.
sut affseirs were ..ot in roadiness until the following day. "In
prenaration, A Joy moved on »k£SPUT, and C Coy to SLIJLPLAAT. B
Coy reriained on the dyke to the west and D Coy was only to move
from the south when the operation started. Two conpanies 1
Scot R relieved two of HLI of C.

c

v

19. The attack on S5CHOONDIJEE began about 1530 hours, 22
Oct. B Coy set off down the two dykes leading southwest from the
KISUWE HLVOKWPOLDIR 1116. Smoke meanvhile covered C and D Coys
moving in the same direction along the road (The LAL:GE HEEREN ey)
from SALSPUT. They formed up anongst farm buildings northeast of
SCHOONDIJLTL. There was some shelling and 20 mm fire from the
right. An artillery concentration silenced the 20 mm gun, and the
cor.panies movcd out.of the area belng shelled.

20. By dark they were just inside the town but made no
further progress that night. B Coy in the meantime had consolid-
ated at the bend in the dykes, near 091158. A Coy, in rcserve,
had not been committed. At first light on 23 Oct, all companies
roved off to their objectives. D Coy was to take out the concrete
fort installation in the northwest sector, C Coy was directed on
the southwest sector as far as the creek (I.0L.LLREEK) at the west.
B Coy was to consolidate om the dyke northeast of the town. In
the seizure of these objectives a troop of MlOs was of great
assistance.
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21, 4 The furt in D Cuy's arca had scerned formidable froem the
air. " Oon cntering it, they found it o contain nothing morce Jdcad-
1y than an R.P. Thore werc no guns, but many vast pillboxes and
casvrintes, with claborately bricked CJMHunicatlan trenchose. -Out
of this wmysterious fart about 35 PW woure taken. wpparcntly R
had boun abandonced, for its defunccs facud northwest to tho sca.

ez, nother cxample of the uneny's deternination was met.
during the carlicr stages of the speration When a Gernan scetion
of 8i1x 1ron and an NCO attemptod to counterattack a coy in the
town, HNuddless to say it was a hopeless failure but it scrved
to Jdemonstrate the cneiiy's aggressivensss.

23, SCHOONDIJKE 1tsolf was flattoned, chiufly by h)nhlng
Typhoon Rockets had also done grent danage therc.

VI
24, C rrwnts on the Operation. Dyke warfare, cr "poldip-,

fighting", rCquircs entirely now tactics and puses nany problens
In ¢ .nsv quunco. Troops had scldom encountercd such continuous
and difficult fighting. Movermcnt 1s rostricted to dykes and
heights of land arc unknoswn. The cnorny 1s afforded cxcellent
opportunity to usc his many automatic woapons, Engagenoents arc
larguly company and cyen platoon actions.

£25. The frilure of the cneny, under conditions so fovour-~
abl. to defunce, t. alt the alvance wmust have two chicf ox-
planations: tae very groat dotermination and initiative of our
troops which can overcoms the cnemyts advantngos, wiilch include
complete familiority of ths funturculess terraing and the skilful
eimplogient of art’llery. FOOs ar. placed woll Torward with tho
tnfantry, and the lottor know tho volue of following the firo .
closely. Duspilto the.cnemyt's froguent counturattocks, he very’
rarcly rucover.d any ground save for thoe action ot BILURVLIET

on thic night 11/12 Oct.

2C. Ia such country vohlelus hove an c¢xtra vulncrabllity,
since thuy must move, in silhouctte, on open dyke roads. Only
the paucity of onemy anti-tonk Wonpons .eon account for the fow
vehiclo casudltics. WMlOs have proved valuable,: firing from
behind dykes. Wasps were particularly bquCthb in dislodging
the onuay from dug-ln positions.

COMB T LESSONS. FROM 7 ¢DN INF BDE (RECEIVED FROM HIST OFFR

o CDN INF BDE)

'_7_9‘ .B

: I.B.
COMB:.T LISSONS

1. Alir Bombardmoent

~gainst conercte dofunces, nir-bomburdment doss not
appear t> bu prrticulnrly offeetlve but the c¢ffuet on personncl
is dumeralizing., Inf attocking immcdiately after e subduc
the defonders quits casily. Rockets appear to be Vury cffective
against ficld cnplacements..eeees

[

3 Usc of Flanc

The Gormans ‘uscd o flame throwoer on once cccasion in
COURSEULLES SUR MER without cffeet, ns our tps. at the time WOrS
buhind cover. The actual flnnme thrower was not beatod. |

4, .xm Supply

Thore have no complaints. Tho supply of amn ut all
times has beon 1“oqu¢tp,
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9. A.Tk Weanons

(a) The RIAT has been found effective against Panther tks. On
one occasion, a Panther was killed by a PIAT fired at a
ranse of approximately 15 ydse. Three hits were made, two
striking the side of the turret and going right through and
oné striking theé tl just above the tracks,. Another
Panther was knocked out at = ranzge of 50 yds using one
bomb which struck the turret on the side. Against lighter
skinned vehs, the PIAT has been found very effective, one

- bomb being sufficient on all occasionss

(b) The 6 pr ATk gun using SABOT amn appears able to KO any
German tk by striking either at the side or back of the tk,

6. INF CTM TXK TRG

Where the past trz in tk inf co-operation has been nracticed
1t was found to be very practical. . On occasion where lisison was
not "racticed, the close co-oneration and supvort by the tks was
not forthecoming. It is suzrested that always before a battle, the
closest liaison must be made between tks and inf to iron out any
points before the battle starts.

7. Destruction of the 848 em Sp A.Tk Cun

If a posn can be pinpointed, arty can deal with themn.
Tk stalking tactics can be adopted on occasion. The use of smoke
to allow the inf to approach close enough to use the PIAT is also
sugrestedees s ' ’ ‘ ]

9» Dleaction of Inf Sections Attack by Alrcraft

The natural reaction seems to be to scatter for cover.
TMis was in linc with previous trg.e ILMGs were got ready for use
end sec leaders invariably took control.

10: Trg Yeaknessas

- The following weaknesses in past trg have been disclosed.
. It will be noted that some of these involve individual trg:a-

(8) Personmnel are not sufficiently cxpert in reading night
activity including noises, judging distances, dirsction, eto

(b) There ig a tendency to send back vasue infm which in many
cases, by the time 1t reached thg recipient by word of
mouth, was garbled beyond all recognition. Offrs have,
on occasion, given messagzes to signallers by word of mouth
and then scurried off without waiting to hear the actual
messaze sente The result on many different occasions

- has been that the message sent was entirely different,
During a bvattle, an offr or senior NCO should always be on
the wirelesseees ' - i

(c) Personncl are not sufficiently familisr with their own
and the cnemy MineSeeee

(@) It wds found that fire control on the sec level during an
attack was weak. After the first day or so, fire discipline
in the defence was good.

(e} NCOs need more trg in the use of prismstic campess and in
map recading.

(f) More trg should be given 1n the use of the 2" mortare...
It is an excellent weanon and the platoons »ow appreciate
its value.
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(g) It is- suvgested that the street fighting trg had one
. weakness. It tended-to be too much of & "drill" in
much the same way as battle drill was treated a couple of
years ago. It is felt that persommel did not realize that
" what they have learnt during street fighting trg was

nerely a gulde and could not be slavishly followed in all
clrcumstancese.

11. Attack on Pillboxes or Strong Points

In the initial gssault, attacks were made by neutral
support snd cover by smoke to permit the explosive charge to be
placed against the pillbox, usually to the rear, which appeared
to be more lightly defended.

12. Use of Fire SP

~The bnh or the coys can, on occasion, make their way
forward by use of their own fire power but it is usual also to
have the assistance of drty to take on targets that cannot be
roached by the bn weapons or can best be seen from an OP by an
Arty FO0O.

13. Shortage of Amn ' B ! o

On no occasion have the forward tps been short of SA
o mortar amn. ; :

14, Use of Snloerﬂ

The snipers are used in both offensive and-defensive

‘roles. They are now organized as a sec and work as a rule under
ta control. ‘ s

15. Use of Reverse Slopes

_Reverss slopés posns are being used where possible.
However,'comeone is always placed on the forward slope to glve
warning of enemy: ‘approach and if possible, alternative forward
slope posns are dug during the nlght but not fully occupled
during the day. ’

16 Counter Mortar Methods

For some time shell reps were furnished in a more or
less haphazard manner by both coy and bn OPse Recently however,
the new mortar rep giving a time, location of the observer and the
bearing has been useds The actual location. of the observer is known
at Bn HQ previously and therefore much time is saved by the
observer reporting the bearing and time onlye. This is immediately
sent on to Bde HQ where it iw handled by the counter mortar offr.

1%, Sec Strength-

This averages out to about elght Which is a satisfactory
fipure both from the point of view of control and also hitting
DOWETL e e » o

19, Use of Cerrief Platoons

Following uses have been made so far of the carrier pl:-

(&) As a pl, to protect the forming up place and start line
during an attack.



(b) To 7ive additional fire support during the attack,

(¢) To give fire support during the river crossinge

(d) The pl split with a sec going to the coy in a defensive
nosn but normally in defence they have been held in

rescrve nsar Bn-HQe

(¢) They have on occaslon, been used for carrying inf stores
‘ where wheel vchs were found to be too vulncrable,

20. Ilandling of LMGs

(a) This weanon has on occasions been fired from the hip
when assaulting through standing crops and also on the final
assault over open ground. It is felt that the method
is justificd providing personnel using the weapon have
had experlenccs. While thc actual casualties inflicted
may be small, it docs help to kesep the hcads of the
cnemy down, glving the assaulting tps a chance to close
with themes This practice was found effectlve at: ranges
up to 100 ydse

(b) The LG tripod has been used and has been found Very ‘
effective. However some séc and pl comds and even coy
corads are not sold on the use of it at the moment..,,

(¢} All 25 LG mags are carried within the sec, the usual
breakdown.belng as follows:-

le 2 i/c = 4 mags, ball with tracer l-in-4,

2. Noe 1 - One mag incendiary with tracer l-in-4;
One mag AP with tracer l-in-4; two mags
ball with tracer lein~4,

5¢ 1lloe 2 = As for Noe 1 '

4, Six rfn - Two mags cach with tracer 1-in-4,

21e. Alternative Ponsgsns -~ IMIG & 2" llortar

As a rule, these have been prepared in all posnse. The
change to alternative posns is made an order of the pl comd. It
is felt, howcver, that sec comds should be instructed that when
the pl COmd cannot control this change over, 1t is at their
discretion to do so, but the pl comd must be notified at once of
this actione.

22, 3" Mortars

(2) DNormally, the 3" mortars are uscd as a battery, depending
ecntircly on the ground and the distance to the objectives It .
has been found that in the attack, a greater volume of fire
support can be given to fomward coys by the employment of the pl
as a battery. It is suggested that if two coys are used in
the attack, that one det of mortars be put in support of each
coy, with the task of arriving on the final objective as soon
08 mossible after the objective has been takén. This leaves
four mortars in the batterye In the defence, 1t has been A
found that it will ‘rarely be nccessary to allot dets to coys
and that t he employment of the pl as a bat tery gives quick and
effective fire supporte.

(b) ©NCOs can control a fire unit of more than two units. In
the attack a MFC is sent with the forvard coys. He has dirsct
communication with the pl by wirclcss with a sccond channel
through the bn net, to .Bn HQ where the pl comd will normally
be founde. In the defence, DF 30S tasks and DF tasks are given
t¢ the mortars, and additional fire can be called for over the
bn wirelcss net or by lince.
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(c) The proportion of smoke to HE appears to be,satisfactory.
23, A,Tk Pl

(@) The trg of-the A.Tk Pl appears to have been very sound.

It 1is suggested that invariably the A.Tk Pl comd will be close
at hand and available at all times to the Bn Comd, He should
be put in the picture early, either in the attack or in the
occupatién of a defensive posn so that he will have ample
opportunity to study the map for likely tk approaches. It will
rarely be possible to actually recce the ground beforehand

and this close :study of the map is essential if the guns are

to be quickly placed in posn., The bn A.Tk guns are invarlably
the first on the ground.

(b) 1In street fighting the 6 pr HE can be put to very effective
use much like the sp given by tks} a round of" AP to knock =
hole in & wall anda rd of HE fired through that hole has been
found most effective. HE fired either during the attack or
from-a defensive posn tends to give the locatlion of the gun
away and it 1s then taken on by enemy arty or mortars. After
all, it ls- primarily an A.Tk weapon and should be used as such.

(c)f.Theagun-can;be fired efféctively at~nighﬁ by'uéing'the
2" mortar parachute flares.

24, The -69 CGrenade

The 69 grenade has not been used to any great sxtent /
alt hough patrols have carried it at night for its surprise effect,
It can only be used where it can be thrown agalnst a hard- surface,
as 1t will not explode on grass or in crops. It is also suggested
tont 1t would be useful in clearing houses and placed . a. short
distance in front of defensive posns, in conjunction with trip
wire, pull switch, cordtex and detonator to give alarm in case of
approaching enemy, .both to the enemy and to ourselveScees

26. The 77 Grenade - T - i

- This is'a favorite grenade in the unit. It 4s both an
offensive and defensive weapor. Can be used as anti-personnel and
is effective in giving quick and immediate cover for withdrawsl
or to cover an attack at close quarters. Has been used with effect
in close fighting. =

27, Tracer Amn

This is used by ourselvés mostly to indicate targets. At
night its uses should be limited-as it tends to give away posns |
The enemy-appear.to use tracer mainly for the effect they consider
it has on morales Sometimes it has been found that this use of
tracer hy the enemy haas had the opposite effects  During an
assault they mlxed tracer with ball when giving -covering fire to
keep our head down until the inf got 'acrosse. The tracer made it
obvious to our tps that the covering fire was well up over our
heads and -congequently their object of keeping our heads down was
not achieved, :

28¢ Amn Carried

{a) Rifle: Normally 50 rds per man carried for the rifle.

(b) IMGs : 25 mags loaded for each IMG., Sometimes an
additional 50 rds per man 1s carried for the use
of LMG=,
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29, 2" U.rtar LAmn

Existing scalcs of 2" mortar amn arc felt to be
adequate, borth of HE and smoke., The quantities normally
carricd wlth the mortar are 13 smoke and 12 HE.

30, Light Portablc Bridgcs

The carrying of the above by picneor pls has
nut been fund necossary at the present tine,

31. Inf Tk Interc mn

The 38 sc¢t has not beon satisfact .ry, The out-
gide telephone 'n a tk has on scecasion been ussd to
contact. the crew comd, but normally the tks arc not
working in such close support and it is unusual for the
inf to communieate with the tks in this way.......

Z

52+ Ground ir Signals

The yellow cullancse triangles only have been
uscd. It is felt that smoké discl: aes our posns 1f they
are not alrvady known and for tiils reassn'it is unpopular.
It may be.of inturest to n.te that so far, on no cceasion -
has the RAF ask.d for identifioantins £ be displayed
and that ne pil it sast dwn in sur ares had not henpd
£ this meth 4 of idontificat.in.

33. Picks ana Sn-vels

Jhe inf bn oos neel sxtra picks and shovels.
The practley has busn to have overy man carry cither a

“plck sr o shovel., IEntrenchidng toy.ls are no longer

carricd and have boen turncd 4n.

"34. Enuny Mincs

e
v}

) Very little expreicnce.as yot.
) - We fueel that trg in the past has not boen
adequate dus to senrgity of actual samples.

a.

(
(

35, Scales and laps

The 1ssue of above has boon.addéquate but s me-
tiries 1t is folt that the defence overprint has hot been
l1ssucd sson vnough. | Comds at all levels sthwuld have
an opportunity to make a thorough study before an operatisn,

36, Vohs

" The present type of veh appears to be satis-
factory 1n all instances.  Thoe more extensive usc of
trailers is adviscd. We have found them most suitable
for the carrying of amn, potr.l and other supplics.
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(c) The proportion of smoke to HE appears to be. satisfactory.
23, A Tk Pl

(2) The trg of the A.Tk Pl appears to have been very sound.

It 1s suggested that invariably the A.Tk Pl comd will be close
at hhand and available at all times to the Bn Comd. He should
be put in the picture early, either in the attack or in the
occupation of a defensive posn so that he will hawve ample
opportunity to study the map for likely tk approaches. It will
rarely he possible to actually recce the ground beforehand

and this close :study of the map is essential if ths guns are

to be quickly placed in posne The bn A.Tk guns are invariably
the first on the ground.

(b) 1In street fighting the 6 pr HE can be put to very effective
use much like the sp given by tks; a round of* AP to knock &
hole in & wall and s rd of HE fired through that hole has been
found most effective. HE fired either during the attack or
from a defensive posn tends to give the location of the gun
away and 1t is then taken on by enemy arty or mortars. After
all, it iS»primari%Y'an~A.Tk weapon and should be used as such.

(c):- The gun can be fired effectively at night by using the
2" mortar parachute flares.

24, The 69 Grenade

The 69 grenade has not ‘been used to any great extent ,
alt hough patrols have carried it at night for its surprise effecte.
It can only be used where it can be thrown agalnst a hard- surface,
as 1t wlll not explode on grass or in.crops. It is also suggested
tint 1t would be useful in clearing houses and placed a. short
distance in front of defensive posns, in conjunction with trip
wire, pull switch, cordtex and detonator to give alarm in case of
approaching enemy, .both to the enemy and to ourselveseess

264 The 77 Grenade R R

- This is'a favorite grenade in the unit. It 4s both an
offensive and defensive weapon. Can be used as anti-personnel and
is effective in giving quick and immediate cover for withdrawal
or to cover an attack at close quarters. Has been used with effect
in close fightinge ....-

27, Tracer Amn

This is used by ourselves mostly to indicate targets. At
night its uses should be limlted-as it tends to give away posns
The enemy-appear.to use tracer mainly for the effect they consider
it has on morale. Sometimes it has been found that this use of
tracer by the enemy has had the opposite effects: During an
assault they mixed tracer with ball when giving -covering fire to
keep our head down .until the inf gotacross. The tracer made it
obvious to our tps that the covering fire was well up over our
heads and -consequently thelr object of keeping our heads down was
not achieved. : :

28, Amn Carried

(a) Rifle: Normally 50 rds per man carried for the rifle.,

(b) 1MGs : 25 mags loaded for each IMG. Sometimes an
additlonal 50 rds per man 1s carried for the use
of LMGs,
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SUPPLY PROBLEMS IN AN ~MPHIBIOUS OQPERATION (EXTR*CT FROM
W.R DI .RY, H.Q., R.C.,..3.C., 3CDN INF DIV OCTORBER 1944)

Co0rRY
C.I{. .S.C.
3 Cdn Inf Div

Sir:

Hercunder ple:sc find my roport on BMY cstablished
for 9 Cdn Inf Bde operatisn "SUITCIR:CKY - amphibisus lnnd-~
ing on the SCHELDT P.ckot, irca BIERVLIET, HOLL:AND, 9 Qct 44,

48 per your instructions, I procceded to WIPPELGEM,
BELGIUM, along with throo aan, two pet and two sup issucrs
to list and tHy tike note of loading of thirty cight Ter-
rapins, wailch woere to maintain 9 ¢dn Inf Blc and supporting
tps. They were loaded with the £o1lowing and in priority

v f landing - .imn, VWator, Sups, (¢ mo packs) Rum, Blunkots,
~Pot and Flome Thr wing Fluid, making a t %2l of 152 tons,

Torrapins wore cumplotoly loaded by 1500 hrs, 7 Qct 44
and we then procecded to 9 Cdn Inf Bde HQ wherce we were
bricfed, Capt MeLellan jincd us. our Job was to proecccd
across the S VOJULRDS PLL'T, o stroteh of water approx
four kilometurs distonce, land on greon beich (sq 1914},

. recce n pet, amn and sup dup wihleh was to be ealled a

Bench Maintoo arca, from vaich units c.ould draw r¢adlly a1l
Cuslrable comrwsditics. D Tay uas Oct.9th, H Hour was approx
0130 hrs fur tw) assaulting bns. ‘'Jo wore to go across

in the morning, but since tho buachhoad was so swall at

that time we werc unable to land until 2100 hrs that cven-
ing, buing ETransported by two buffalocs (LVT) vach earrying
one Jocp. # polnt of int.r.st hore ariscs in that the
bunch w.s boing huoavily sholled from scvera dircctions,

the guiding lights on the bouaea had boeon dustroyed and
conscquently wo were not landsd in the eorreet spot. The
rist of that nigat was spent on the bouteh in slit tronches.
Cupt McL.llun's jucp was unf rtunately destroyed by a shell.
Wu contaeted 9.Ble HQ and tho noxt day mnde a recce along

“oowlth BRASCO 9 Bdo. Instead of s.lucting three differont

dutaps for wm, sups and pet, it wos deeided to ¢istablish
one dwap to hold all eowmaocditics. This proved o wisc ducl-
sion as all anticipated loecations were shellod within tho

- next four or filve dnys, wihlch no doubt would have been un-

fortunntc hal we buen tuerc., That cvening {(Oct 10th) the
thirty cight Torrapins arrived, which we unloaded in the
dark, complouting this around midnight. Thirty six loaders

“had buen provile’ by 9 Bde as part of the BMA Staff.

Capt T.R. MacDonald had arrived that day also,
along with c¢leven jecps and trailers, Their job was to haul
amn from the beach, when transported over b7 buffalocs,
bucausc the buffalocs, unlike the terrapins, could not leave
the beach on acenunt of the harm done to their tracks by
the hard roads, They off-loaded onto the besch and the jeep
pPlatoon with their trailors hauled to the BMA. These workoed
very satisfaetorily from time to time. They were also to
¢stablish forward amn, pet or supprs should the tactical
situabion arise, This ncver happcned.

On 11 Oct the DAQMG visltcd us and was apparently
quiltce -satisficd. On the night of 0oc¢t 11l and during the day
of Oct 12, 8 Cdn Inf Bdec camc in to enlarge the dump. . 8

. Bde provided one offr, Capt Bourassa- and. thirty men. Capt

© Bourassa was made Camp Cod- of the BMA. ‘Also we reccived
'« tWo more amn, sup & Pct issucrs. Units would come in by b
% troops, sans,  companivs and c¢ven pls, to draw their requirc-

. Div from the other side, A stnatc was sont themt wico dai
©and terrapins arrived once daily with

lents. We supplicd them. Replenishment was controlled bY
J
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requirements as stocks got low. The terrapins did an excellent
Jjob and are ideal for maintaining sueh a dump. They loaded frgm
RCASC dumps on the other side. We carricd in the BMA at its g*"yw
meximum, spprox 240 tons amn, B0 tons pet, derv, FTF (H) ¢02
bottles, and oll, and 100 tons sups, water blenkets, stretchers
and signel equipment. : ’

It is inftoresting to note that one shell, landing in our
dump, perforated twolvo jerricans of pet but did net catch fire,.

Ve also handled refugess snd sore prisoners, and feeding
of same, The three hundred prisoners did enough work to warrant
the bully beef, hord tack and water oxpended on them

We continued to supply 8 a2nd 9 Bdes along with support-
ing troops all their requiremcnts until Oct 18 when -all remain-
ing pot and sups wore withdrawn to coy lines and the amn
remained therc as a forward amn pt under command of Capt B
Manning, g

- -

Lussons to be loorned from this operation are as follows

1. Adcguate facilitios should be provided for refugees
in the curly stads. In our case we took this on
becausc of ncecossity, We handlsd one hundred and
Fifty »:00ls - voun’ and old overnight as shipping
snace wos 1ot avallrble. -

2. A PJW. ca o, telothor with propoer, steff should be
sct up in serly Stu by, oo en e

3. An Ordi.ciicd Oifiqorﬂﬁith‘SmﬁlljStﬁfffshduld;bo locatod
in the B4, to. handle moinly sipn-l oguipment. - -

At
Xl

4."Wiroloss communic-tions should bc avaeilebls betwoen
BMA and thosg controlling~tho‘ropl;nighmpgp of the
-BHA for urgent. nvods:..., = - R T T

A
SEEN

. _ sgd ‘AJS’ Turvey  Capt
Field - s ' e HQ RCASC 3 Cdn ‘Inf Div
25 Oct 44 ' ‘
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