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Onuhe 24 Aug the bn waé concs in the area of Barchi
126544 sheet 109 .about 2 miles S Pf the R.Metauro.
The stage was set for the first §¥§§és of the attack
on the Gothic Line after a perlod of cégﬁ/preparatlon
In keeping with the policy of the'ggh Army all ranks

were fully informed as to plans and intentions as
well as all available info of tpe ememy. So far
our efforts to keep our identity a secret had
been successful ,with—everyone—eocoperating fully,
Patrols had been sent out to recce F.U.P.'s smd
X—waﬁﬁ xings ef—the—river and all was in readiness.
|Tac BHQ moved about midday on the 25th to a posn

*

overlooking our sector of the Metauro. Marching tps
were in their F.U.P.'g by 2130 hrs.{The plan was to
effect a silent approach and ¥ng of the R. Metauro
and be in posn to assault the high grd to the N at
H hr + 59 (H hr =2300 hrs). At H + 59 the arty of 3
Divs would fire on posns to the N of Via Flaminia
“7 and 1lift ay the rate Of-L@@'de- in %ﬁé minutes under
cover of which our inf would advance.{?imed to the
second the‘rty barrage started and the two fwd coys
encounterdd but slight resistance during their
advance across the Via Flaminia. C and D coys followed

closely and by 6355 hrs all obj had been taken. The

bn suffered 3 cas from SCHU mines on the S river bank .
\The 7 PW taken were very shaken fellows. Their average
age was 17 yrs.

The bn disposn was now Acoy Pt 127 at112671,
ﬁcoy in the towm of Serrungarina 094620, C coy at
097733 and D coy pt 217 103626. [Tac BHQ moved during
the afternoon of the 26 to Serruhgarina. [ur assault

across the Metauro had been well plannad and executed
but a little disappointing as so little fight had been
found in the enemy.

The CO,Lt Col D.H.Rosser,having attended an
O gp at 2 CIB HQ)called aE bn O Gp at SERRUNGARINA
at 0005 hrs of the 27th. All coyand sp$ pl cmdrs
attended. Orders for the next phase of the attack were
issued. News that attacks by flanking formations

had and were going well was also given. The bn was

to attack on the axis Serrungarina Monte della Mathera
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sheet 2

Ay
0766- 1. Croce 0468, one coy up with a series of §
leapfrog aotﬂgns“ﬁo.lntermedlate objectives on the z\
axis of adv-wﬁﬂehdwere given code names. The system of 3
allotting a familiar name to objectives had proved ¥
its value already in the action’andgas those which L
had sZ¢d3dy veen allotted to the bn by 2 CIB were ;E -
few, apd-fer—pbedween additional ones were laid on by _\%
the CO as follows- 067660- PLUM, 064663 - PEACH, Ef?;
058672 _ LEMON, 053677- NUTS, 050690- PATSY, 048693 - 3
ROSE, 051692 - PEGGY, 052692 - DOLLY.(all refs sheet :;El
109) 2%
The bn moved off from area Serrungarina at < 3
0230 hrs ggfthe 27th to a conc area at 077657 and - ;
were in posn there at 0630 hrs when the CO held aw 3 5
24382 0 Cp togissue final instr for the attack. P
The men were in fine fettle, inspired by their initial f“ﬂﬁ
easy successes and ready to tackle anythingni_ = - %
The bn was to attack in the order &-B—4—D coys

—

rowel,

At 0645 hrs @fcoy moved off and paaiiﬁéiénnaugn PLUM = |
B [ WAL {’_”'__ LV ™Map Buan ¢ n ( y (Dr 1 ;, 4 i ; ‘,‘{'. UM‘
=a0E £ oS from “thére seﬂéin@
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a fighting patroi across the R Arzilla where the

enemy were oontacted‘50¥-%he~$eﬂe. 5 PW were taken

with no cas to the patrol. B coy following slightly
to the right proceeded to take PATSY with no trouble,

Acoy reached PLUM at 0800 hrs at which pt D coy

Jl.n-_-.'

Pa&SE&‘ThTﬁ&@b~$hﬁmr*O PEACH.[:hls leapfrog action
continued till B coy was on DOBBS 042689. B coy

came undel;“heavy Shell fire at this pt, K alse-seme SA
fire Waé comlng from the village of J.‘g} Maris
033684 Acting on his own initiative Maj C.M.McDougall
OC B coy sent one pl of his coy to take the town.

Good covering fire was afforded this attack by our MMG
pl who had man-packed their guns forward througm.ﬂaﬁhr

dlfflcult and confusing cn‘crg7 All obj were takem by

- — e —————————————————

1745 nrs and fully consolidated with the exception

of D coy who had overshot their obj and gone 10CO

yds beyond coming under hvy shell and mortar fire.
They were forced to consolidate there after suffering

4 killed and 11 wounded.
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The whole of the ridge from M? sfilaria to M.Croce
—— e — mp————

was now in our hands from which all of the surrou-

nding iptry could be domlnatxnged Although under

hvy shellfire the feature was uééifconsolldated'

s at 0430 hrs of the 28th a party of approx

LB AN \.Mmc{.(,,» £ wwl“\( A4Lav H\uf
25 a& exeau%e-he-@arﬂfvrcementa—belte¢an&-

vi€
thsfvaliagavodemp ST Marlakstlll in German hands,
entered the village without stealth from the West.

The Platoon of B coy in occupatlon twalted o
calmly and when&}n Eood gggge engaged them with
SA and grenades. Hgavy casualties were inflicted
on the enemy, B coy suffergéng 2 casua%}ies. During
the afternoon of the 27th Tac Bn HQ had moved to
060666 and at 0540 hours started off fbr M.S. Maria
The COy Lt Col D.H. Rosser, some distance in the
lead, was stoppped by an exchange of SA fire between
a party of enemy and an outpost of B,?SY- The Scout
and Sniper Platoon was rushhd forward to deal with
the enemy and succeeded in beating thég,off forcing
them to leave one PW and 6 dead. Tac Bn HQ arrived
at M.S. Maria at 0820 hrs.

During the afternoon 128 Bde 46_§r Div put in

an’ attack on NXXEENABX Montegaudio 020863 approx 1z

miles to our left. Enemy retreating from this attack,
ran diagonally across our Bn front, our MMG PI1 anc
arty rep had a ﬁleld day engaging the enemy with utvfy
good effect. ﬂéc MM; olciey M 764, 080 """-‘lﬁq
At 1800 hrs it became known that(fﬁa;gguld et
relieve us during the night. The Bn wguld move to
ag Conc Krea 099659 to prepare for a'ﬁgw phase of
the attack. ‘The 29th Aug was spent in the Conc Areg
resting and cleaning up. Lete in the afternoon
a warning order arrived from Bde HQ regaréing a move
forsard ¥&kk- next morning.
21 TH¢(307H‘~5h %he morning of the 30th an Adv Party IC
Maj R.P. Clark moved off for the next Assembly Area
at Ginestreto 051721/. At a conference held that
morning at bde the €6 was given orders for the next
pperation. The main defs of the Gothic Line had
been reached and all was in readiness for the assault.

N
1 Cdn Div would attackl\Z bde Left 3 bde Zt Def =®
overprint maps of the Foglia R. and the %Ptry to
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the north fairly bristled with red printed enemy
strongpoints; the real thing had been reached.
The enemy posns consisted of mutually sg%iqg Swp u,i
pill boxes and strongpoints with many MG and ATK
posns covering the belt of wire and minefields just
to the N of the R. Foglia.
The bn arrived in the area of Ginestreto
at 1230 hrs ﬁj%e 31 Aug o= TCV's and took over
the area formerly occupied by the Carleton & York
Regt. At approx 1400 hrs the CO and Pérty arrived.
Soon after the CO was confined to bed with malaria
and the 2IC ilaj. R.P.Clark took over command of the
bn. He profipthy held an O gp at approx 2000 hrs when
the plan of attack was laid. Patrols reported the
approaches and Xngs of the river in good conditiion
just before midnight. Again the plan was to effect
a silent @night Xing of the River to be in posn
to attack the main defs of the line at first light:
Order of march for the bn was C D B A coys
The brhd coys C & D, maved off at 0005 hrs
and without opposition were established at trk junc
026751 code name ROSE and 030756 ABBEYVILLE respectively
at 0430 hrs. The brhd having been firmly established
by the two fwd coys Swwwby the bn MMG pl, B coy
moved from Ginestreto and advanced on their obj
021758 at first light.
The river was n'e_g’oltated successfully but on Lbﬁ"’d‘
fuidh -““"'

passing through C coy, B coy encounteréd a belt of : d 1y
foold

wire and a mine #& in front of an ATK ditch S of ~ #¢ 2%,

the lateral rd. 3 cas were suffered ®ing these obstacles gyemiy
and the coy was coming under some SA fire. ‘ﬁpgv?é:ér"_m'ﬂ:z
the advance was continued and ALMONDSTOWN was reported‘apzzdly/
snug at 0600 hrs. The Germanihad levelled the,Village !;:&:2:;

Osterla Nuova(Almondstown

to clear a field of fire but so great had been the
element of surprise in our attack that effective fire
could not be brought to bear until our troops were
safely entrenched in the ruins. Our arty and ATK
guns had been active during this advance lacing

the commanding heights above Osteria Nupgva, A coy

had been held in reserve on the N bank of the river:

Tac Bn HQ had moved fwd to ROSE at 1100 hrs.
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The GOTHIC LINE having definitely been
breached, C and D coys were ordered fwd to
objectives Eof the lateral rd. C coy-éttacked
rd and trk junc 015755 at 0930 hrs and after
suffering 5 cas in crossing the minefield and
ditch carried their obj, taking 96 PW. D coy
took hill feature JOHN BULL at 017760 at a cost
of 6 cas taking 23 PW at 1330 hrs. A coy was
now committed and advanced on the last remaining
dominant feature of our sector of the Lihe; Uil
was to prove to be a key pt at 023768 (HERTZ).
Supported by B Sqn 48 RTR A coy attacked fmerrteily &f’f‘
up the slope of the feature which had previously
- Been heavily engaged by our arty. At a cost of 27 /1 @
7T cas HERTZ was taken by 1445 hrs, Im-eocnjunciion
with theztﬁs 97 PN were taken.

The Bn remained consolidated in these posns
during the remainder of the day and night.

Enemy arty had been acfive all aay but had
accounted for very few cas. The ability of é%& sp¥
tks to go forward was due to thé¢ efforts of %ﬁk Pnr
Pl who worked under extreme difficulty clearing a
passag& through the minefield.

Total PW takenl\Z\gmﬁom J

On the morning 1 Sep orders were received HMaw?
Pponpa Bde LO for the next phase of the operation.
The Bn was to attack slightly to the right of the
present location on the axis - POZZ0O ALTO- -
C. Berelli 032794 - to the right of Monteluro.

A% 1230 hrs the CO, Maj R.P. Clark, held an

0 Gp to tee up the attack. Tpe Bn would move that
afternnon to codensme BALLY BO 034789 at that time
held by the Seaf of C and conc there preparatory
to the attack. B Sqgn 48 RTE'would again sp the
attack.

At 1700 hrs the Bn moved to BALLY BO by march
route and were conc there by 1850 hrs. The area
was then un&gflng'ihvy shellfare. At 2100 hrs -the
CO held an O Gp and gave orders for the attack

Which was to go in iamediately. Again a series of

private unit codenames were allotted to imtermediate
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objectives as follows: ALICE 033794
BLUE 029797, GOWN 024804, BLACKIE 020809,
JOAN 030812, BESSBOROUGH 024813, Order of
march was to be C D B A coys.
No opposition was met by C coy and
their objective BESSBOROUGH was reported snug
at 2340 hrs. D coy passed through C and
took JOAN after having been ambushed by the
enemy and suffering 1 offr and 2 QOrs cas.
B coy formed a firm base at BLUE. A coy
with the tks followed up and after ggwe light
opposition secured their objective 034825.
The Bn was re-shuffled to fully
consolddate the posng during the day %2 Sep);
md—-e%:e;ﬁsh‘g% intermittent shelling which
caused no damage the day was fairly quiet.
Tac Bn HQ moved during the day from BESSBOROUGH
to S. Sﬁe§a§2n922825 and at 1630 hrs the Bn was
disposeda?ﬁ!coy034825, B* coy 024837(Co@ename
BROADFORD), C coy 031831 (BRIDGETOWN)’ D coy
N poetion of S"SEE£59°° The enemy had put up
only scatterg@ resistance to our attack and it
W:a@evidenf fhat he was withdrawing rather hastily.
g¢+ 88-mm guns had been found by B cay at BROADFORD,
and A coy had captured 2 ration trucks which had
blundered into them during the¥p advance. Enemy
arty fire had been light and inefTectosd in the
Bn area, making possible the bringing up of A Ech
vehs. The coy kitchen vehs were warmly welcomed.
Soon after the arrival of Tac Bn HQ at S.
;!{Z, Stefano our acting CO, Mej R.P. Clark, was notified
féplk of his promotion to Lt Coi in the absence of Lt
Jgﬁi D.H. Rosser.
A patrol to Gradara (1084) reported the
town vacated by the enemy as of early that morning
- 2 Sep.
The 3 Sep, (the fifth anniversary of the war)

was spent in resting and cleaaing up. 3 War
‘W‘ Correspondents visited the Bn for stories of the
past actions. '

At 1900 nrs Lt Col D.H. Rosser returned a£#Azg 1},0“..
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#yp illness and rpowmed command from Maj &ZFEETBT R.P.
Clark.

A surprise and very surprising visit from the
long ébsent duftwaffe was exberienced auring the
evening when approx 3 aircraft scattered incendiary
and ﬂhti—personnel bombs ‘over the Bde area. No
damage or cas were suffered in the Bn area.

Dn the 4 Sep the Bn moved to Cattoliga (001872)
for a period of rest which ‘was to last till the 15th.

e e SWoend of the Qwn
The Bn was billetted completely 1ndoorsAalong a street

in_the SW——ewd—of-tire—peown running parallel to the
sea WEZZZspea only T5 yds away. The ihhabitants

of the town had been forced to evacuate by the
Germans and had not yet returned so cogs were able
to choose billets at will |z evening found the Bn
very comfortably settled in various seaside resort
hotels and private dwellings. An enjoyable 10 days
were spent in these restful surroundings disturbed

va 4

only by 5 consecutive raids by GAF 4 the first

5 dayf_gfleur stay 2q/Qq/lemsau
Thg _9 Ln the 14th Sep the Bn was put on 2 hrs notice
‘_to move as from 1900 hrs. This was not a surprise,
and born of long experience the Bn soon stood in
readiness for the orders to move. The CO, Lt Col
D.H. Rosser, had attended several conferences at .
Bde HQ and all details for the next operation were
arranged.

At 1400 hrs the CO held a conference of all
vcoy and supporting arms comds. The plan of attack
was fully dealt with and the part of each formation
comd was explained.

3 Cdn Inf Bde was at that time committed and
their job was to clear thipvilEtitte the line of the
railway 843928 (101) to 855946 (101), aftsr which
2 Bde would do the rest, nemely clearing the
S. Fortunato - CORIGNANO feature to the SW of
Rimini and cut north to the coast rd at Celle.
835988, . A steady pressure was to be maintained
by the Greeks on the coast sector. The Patricias
in the original plan were to attack,left'Seaf of C
right‘with the Edmontons passing through and cutting
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the coast rd at QelleQ after the Fortunato feature

was secured. 3 Bde would parallel our attack on

the left with 4 Br Div to the left of 3 Bde.

Rimini would be by-passed, themefene—tt—was—heoped w.the b oo T
do—ecwef- the force holding itwowld Ae cnl oﬂ’-

At 1215 hrs éé'the 15th the Bn moved oFf.
£A§~a conc area at 940858 by march route arriving
there at 1500 hrs. The Bn Supporting‘arme, B Sgn
145 Regt RAC, 1 pl 4.2 mor, 1 pl MMG (SLI), joined
up with the Bn at this point.

The Bn moved off for a new assembly area azt
893885 that night and on the 16th Sep crossed the
R. Mazrano to X-rds 879906 @odename ORGANDY)on the
N bamk. Time was gi?en hefe for the noon meal and
the coys were ordered forward to take up tactical
posns to the SE of codename FOXBOROUGH (862924)

The R22R were fn possesslon of FOXBOROUGH

—

(862924) 4 at that time.\¢ Fire plan and other Sp
plans had peeviewedy been laid on at an O Gp held
at ORGANDY by Maj R.P. Clark who had been called

forward from Main Bn HQ. aﬁerth ol D.H. Rosser we\ |

i - J

_”EB&&%@%Q Wounded when Tac Bn HQ received a dlrect “;”

P

K\E}t by a shelll “The Bn was coming under severe

—

—

arty fire which was later found to be the main
‘part of the enemy defence. Orders for the attack
were received at 1500 hrs from Bde HQ. PPCLI were
to take over WHIPCORD 856928 from the R22R and
exploit to the line of railway (ANKER) where we
were to conc by 0700 hrs of the 17th and patrol
Viver Crossi iG)
to the M.AUaW at 849939. @n order from Bde at
2000 hrs cancelled the attacks # to allow further
air force attacks on HEKER, A7bﬁmrfhe Bgz;:;;ied
out the remainder of the plan(C coy reaching
WHIPCORD at 0230 hrs 2 tpe 17th. The patrol
sent out to recce the R X™ing was unsuccessful.
At 0200 hrs of the 17th all watches were set back
"one hr to Standard Time. Twice during the morning
C coy reported enemy movememt~believed-veo~be P~epa~at$ms fm'«
counter attack®g fromiwne. They were dealt with
by our arty and tks. Some enemy armour was known

to be in the area.
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As B coy had been.ordered forward to a posn
between FOEBOROUGH AND WHIPCORD'&bﬁ'the Bn was
now in readiness for the attack which was to
come. The intense shellfire inflicted many cas
even on our well dug in troops.
H hr which had been 0730 brs of the 18th
was changed to 0700 hrs. The attack was to go
in at that time to secure to bine of the railway
end the B Xing ‘7.
Tac Bn HQ moved to the Castle at FOXBOROUGH
/AT 2315 hrs where an O Gp was held by Lt Col R.P.
Clark to tee up this attack. Naio-? S A Cobbett wer bfW‘]“’ f\w‘ at
At 0530 hrs 18 Sep’B and D coys moved forward “le
to the attack. Heavy cas were suffered and Maj P.D.
Crofton, OC D coy, was wounded. Maj C.M. McDougall
OC B caoy, took over comd of the remainder of the
coys and continued the advangg.hqﬁﬁé§¥fg§ally
consolidated 200 yds S of TARA on the railway line
B And D coys numbered approx 60. No3leaWEDO Vb,
to_the right—of B-Sqa-145 RIE andéd-Mej-—Ingrham had
beeﬁ-kiiied. A
Capt R.W. Potts had been sent for to take
over D coy. On his arrivel.at Foxborough he was
-, given orders to take-forwerd to Maj C.M. McDougall
WW B znd D coys were to move across ANKER and consolidate
_ there which was accomplished by 1245 hrs. A and C
e ””ﬂggbys were in reserve at WHIPCORD in readiness.
'cﬁwﬁz' An order from Bde HQ cancelled further attacks
e 1:552:;%; on the Fortunato feature until further notice. Our

M. A Tk guns had been unable to reach the scene.of

i

i

,&;} action due to condition of the rds which were blocked
with tks and vehs but by 2230 hrs our A Tk guns and

MMGs were established at TARA. All signs pointed

to the withdrawal of the enemy to the line of the

Fortunato feature.

The only activity on thg 19th was the movement
of A coy to establish a beidgehead over the R. Aus&é
;%féinguq‘;ndito consolidate at 848940. The X-ing
was made passable to vehs by Fhe RCE by 1600 hrs.

There was no.further advance but the Bn was

to be ready to attack by 0500 hrs of 20 Sep.



Sheet 11

moved across the river to fully consolidate

the bridgehead held by A and D coys. Tac Bn

HQ moved to PIQUE at 2000 hrs. C coy went to
809991 and B coy was given the job of cutting

the coast rd at codenames BRUE 835988. B coy
after passing through A coy were forced to fight
most of the/way to BRUE, encountering pockets of
enemy on their axis of advance, but reported BRUE
snug at 2230 hrs when they contacted 22 NZ Mot Bn
who were also moving on BRUE. . Bfgame%ﬁQZﬁggé
formation and moved with them to 845985 returning
to BRUE at first light of the 22nd.

The 22nd brought news from Bde that the 2
Cdn Inf Bde would be relieved by the 2 NZ Div
"who passed through us that morning to continue
the advance.

A-personal message was received from Brig
T.G ‘ﬁibso "Congggtumat15;¥ to alT'}ank5mon a
g6g;/gob weQJ,done under dlf%meult conditions. "

We were also notified that the Bde would
return to Cattolica for a period of rest and
training.

A month of practically continuous action
was over for the Bn and a rest was well earned.
The opposition had been stubborn most of the way ,
the enemy‘'s strength lying in his increased arty
fire power. The great majority of our cas had '

been caused by Shrapnel. Actual ground contact
S howed I'Lm.'(' he wa s weak, o rha r”«)e
with fhe enedy :

o) Fichtia 3 ol e sawe b thae {me\, 5 he a provownud
*wc,l.“_..,{:' {’9 desen b, llv Wity -_-‘\.-_11;’ w Puwe @ 20 GAF Div Wl\\gl\
espeeiz. o£m20ﬂG&F—Drv— CoOnted xngﬂman
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