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THE CROSSING OF THE MCRO AND CAPTURE OF V. ROATTI

SITUATION

1. On 4 Dec 43, P.F.C.L.I. were soncentrated on the high ground over-
looking the MORO RIVER. The Battelion wes on the left of the Bde sector
with 8 Ind Div. on the left im FRISA. Bn H... was et 335095. During
the night 4/5 Dec., recce petrols were sent out to cover Engineer recce -
of the bridge 317086, find a1 itable fords for tanks and gain informet icn
of enemy in the ROATTI area.

2. One Sqn from 44 RTR joined P.P.C.L.I. in this area on morning & Dee,
and e warning order to prepare for orossing of MORRO R. in the ‘ROATTI
erea that night, was given by Comd. 2 Cdn Inf Bde. . '

3o Very little was known of exmemy intentions or dispositions on tls
fer side of the MORO. It was thought thatl ROATTI was probably a lightly
held outpost, with stronger d iepositions in the CALDARI and JUBATI ares.
Deylight recce patrols were conse quently immediate ly sent out to plapoint
enemy dispositions eround RCATTI and check fords and routes Bor infantry.
These petrols succeeded in pinpointing five M.G. posts on the perimiter
of the mear side of the village. They confirmed thet the steep slopes
on this side did mnot offer any good routes up, but thet the right flank
appeered to be more suitable.

4. During the afternoom 5 Dec., 0.C. P.P.C.L.I., was ordered to oross
the MORO on might 5/6 Dec, cepture ROATTI, reorganize there until joimed
by the 44 RTR in support, at first light, then exploit as quickly as
possible to C4LDARI and cut the ORSOGNa - ORTONA leteral. This ope ration
wes to be supported by 1 Cdn Div Arty. All recece having been completed
6.C. P.F.C.L.I. issued orders to sub unit and supporting arms comdrs in
deylight from 328094, which overlooked the MORO and ROATTI. after dark
0.C. 44 RTR sent tenk officers with P.P.C.L.I. recce patrols to recce
tenk crossings. These were found to be extremely difficult but no thought
of feilure was enterteined. A recce patrol from 12 pl B Coy, under lLieut
J.L. McCulloch, wes sent out st last light, with orders to penetrete to
the village and gein lest minute information on enemy di spositioms affec-
ting the route in. This patrol diad excsllent work and brought back im-
portent information regarding ermemy gotivity in thet emd of the villege. -

PLAN AND METHOD

S.. The enmemy wes judged to be holding the village by & perimiter
defence with a gerrison in the town itself. The plan wes to meke a silent
orossing, with no preliminery arty or M.G, support, this crossing to be
mede on a one coy front et the best ford 3240986. Coys were to ¢ross on

a timed basis, with the lesdlng coy coming in from the right flank,
breeking the perimiter, and the remainder pessing through the gap thus
oreeted. Enemy dispositions did mot point to the river being covered

by M.G. fire, apd es it wes not enticipated that the crossing itself
would dbe hindered by smell erms fire, the leading coy was to press right
in amd so gein the meximum surprise. The forming of e bridgehead to secure
the crossing for supply routes was to be left to the last coy to oToSS,
Guides to Coy F.U.,F's were supplied by B Coy. The tenks were to come
down the rced to the blown bridge at 317087, ford the river end move
along it to the right of the village and thence up & steep and twisting
mule treil, arriving as soon &s possible after first light.

6. The Bn order of ocrossing was as under:-
B Coy - 2400 hrs Zero hour 2400 hrs
A Coy - Q020 hrs
C Coy - 0050 hrs
D Coy - on order

R



Coy teesks were:-~

B Coy - to force ths perimiter and oapture the main
village (South West pert) 319098.

A Coy - to capture the North East part of the village
321099. This part iz seperated from the mein villege by
a wide drew.

C Coy - to concentrete area (321097) on outskirts of
villege, end when village wag clear to pass through B Coy
to ocoupy area 315095.

D Coy - to form the bridgeheaed to secure the orossing and
routes for the supply mule trains anml tenks.

7. Arty F.0.0's from 3 Cdn FAd Regt were allotted one to B Coy, one
tn en O.P. on the neer side of the MORO, ami the C.VU's rep travelling
with the Ba comdr. All 22 sets were mule packed.

8. Intercammunication by wireless wes pormal, with C.u's 18 ee
semtrol, and 18 set link to Reer Bn H.y. et 335095. Rear Bn wes an
l4ne to Bde .. The 2nd in Comdi. of 44 RTR wes at Reer Bn H.{Q. af
all times in wireless communicution with all Sqns of his Regiment.
Tho Bn H.q. 22 set moved by mule with the Bn Comdr,

2o Zere hour wew 2400 ars,

CQURST CF THE BATTLE

10. All coys reached their F.U,P's in good time eni without incident,
although the going wae very steep and it was hard to keep silent.

Considerebles difficulty was encountsred getting mules down the eteep
benk end they were finelly forced to come down in separate psrties.

11, B Ccy crossed the River at 2400 hrs. The fording was very silent
end thore were no incidemts. They moved down to the right and the
leeding platoon pessed & track Jjunoticn whioh led on the left to the
mein pert of the towm and on the right to the N.E. yert, berore fire
waee oj2ned, Fire from epeny MM.G. wes cpened up frae the left emd adove
this pl. This fire mes not very effective ani the pi. wes getting

intc position to desl with this when further crosgs fire was opened up

from the right; with some grenadesa. There wes a rether oonfusing fire figh

Auripe whien tiwme Brers smh 2" liorvars {iring low angle were very
effectively used. The Coy comdr. made his pler to knock cut thecse
posts exd essaulted from the left flsuk. Two posts were kncecked out
by grerades ani rushing and occupants taken prisoner. Enemy fire had
broken out in several places around the periasites, but wes lergely in-
effectira. FProgress was slow but B Coy finally foreed its wey into
the cutskirts of the tcwn erd then to the town square., Fositicns were
teken up exd &5 fire appesred tc be coming from all directions, mopping
up was carried out by petrols in sectors of the village, es divided by
the Coy comdr. Oeverrel priscmsrs were teken end mopping up tock 'till
0700 hrs. These prisomers were ir a mejerity of ceses quite swrprised
to see the strength in the town exd many of them bad besn asleep until
the company et ered. .
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Breakfast was ready in sona of the houses.

12. A 7oy in the meantime crosged a~~ording to plan and were
still in the valley when il.G. fire opened up from above them.
Seduts were in close rontact with B Moy and A 7oy took up position
in rear of B foy until they had broken tkrcugh. A Cey then pushe
through to the outskiris of the town and swung off to their objce~
tive on the right. Their first contart with the enemy was a motor-
eyelist coming dovwn the road from the E "oy objective, shouting
"Acoung", He was effentively dealt with, 8 pl. on the leoft in-
vestigatod & house whish was showing a light. It had been orrupied
and was apparently the German H.(Q., as there was a sign, 5 "oy HQ -
Regt.90 Pz Div,The cerupants fled in the direeticn of 7 pl. and al-
though some es~aped, Iive or siz were taken priscner. (ne gith his
hands up threw a grenade and was prompily shot in the Zoot. Fopping
up immediately rommenred and more prisoners were taken from the
houses and raves in the vieinity.

13. € Coy crossed anrording %o plan and with Br H.(Q. were c~on-cen-
trated on the cutskirts of ths town about C80C hrs, waiting for B
noy to finish mopping up. D Moy was in position as bridgehead, znd
zules were starting to come up.

14, The night had been very dark and confusing, with ronsiderulle
siring on both sides, and first light was very welrome tc enable the
noy positions to be reorganized and complete the mopping up. There
was ronsidersble sniping still going on and the Bn Srouis and Snipers
had scme good shooting in dealing with this. “onsiderable ammunition
had been used up by all coys in the night's fighting: Soon after
first light there was a prolonged mortar barrage, inecluding Nebel-
werfers, and shelling on the whole town and it was soon apparent

that a rounter attack was developing against A "oy from in front

and to their left{. 10 pl. B foy was orecupying a position in and
about a housa which enfiladed an snemy F.U.I'. and got in some deadly
execution. The enemy took good advantage of the cover provided in
the olive groves and the remainder o B "oy was uuable to assist
except by sniping.

15. 7 L. A foy was the left fwd pl. of A Coy and stood its ground
until one seection ran completely cut of ammunition.  ILieut R. "arsy
%.0., ordered this section back and when another sertion was out of
aununition he was subsequently taken prisoner with 5 other ranks
fror 7 pl. Pis defen~e enabled the remainder of the rompany to be
sun~essfully redisposed.

16. foy B.Q. was meantime under heavy l.G. fire and hiajor W. dek.
"atson, .M., comnanding A "oy, coolly reorganized his coy. &8 pi.
~overed the movemsnt of "oy H.4. into = new position and then covered
by fire from 9 pl., 8 pl. worked itself into better positionms. -¢ pl.
was in an exrellent position and did good exe~ution on the attarking
forre. From that time on the ensmy were unable to advanre or change
their disposition. The ammunition supply was tense, but some was
sushed up from " Moy and D Coy and the situation was well in hand.-

f; oy was concentrated, ready tc deliver an immediate rounter atiack
if the situation should warrant it.
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17. The tanks in support ~ould be seen from first light slowly
making their way along the river. The mule trark was very narrow

and tortuous and the progress was mogt diffieult and slow. By a fine
effort five tanks finally got up to the Bn position. The leading one,
with the Squadron r~ommander on foot, arrived about 0930 hrs and was
in aetion soon after arrival. ZInemy positions were pointed out to

the Trp comdr. and he swung his leading tank into arction. The sound
of the .75mm and unlimited li.G. ammn. was very rheering. Soon five
Tanks were in artion and in a short time all positions had been peinted
out and there were no live Germans in ROATTI. Germans did not lark
courage and one Li.G. post opened fire on the leading Tank and kept
firing until the M.G. ecrew were killed. The Infantry-Tank-eco-op.
could not have been higher. The arrival of the Tanks coineided with
the arrival of the first ammunition mule train and the enemy were
completely driven off by 1000 hrs. The enemy had with every intention
of roming to stay and were loaded with blankets, food and a rerent
German E,F.I. issue. Several-more were raptured, hiding-in raves,

two hiding below Bn H.Q3. and raptured by the Signal Offirer. Prisoners
were from a different Moy of Regt. 90P,Div. Both arty sets
had been knocked out by shell fire and all shooting was done thru the
rear Bn H] link until fresh sets were brought up.

18. "omd, 2 7dn Inf Bde ordered 0.”. P.P.".L.I. to reorganize and
consolidate on the position. The mule trail had berome impossible and
no more Tanks could get up. The position was reorgani_ed and digging
was rompleted., A and B "oy consolidated in roughly the same positions,
with B "oy having 11 pl. in a vineyard on C.uth end of town; 12 pl.

in the area of the houses and in front S.W. corner of the town and 10
pl. in the morning position. Seouts and Snipers were positioned in
the town and 7 Coy was located ~entrally for rcounter attark to either
flank., One pl. of D "oy was placed under rommand of A "oy and the re-
mainder dealt with sniping oceurring against mule trains, Iule trains
had arrived with murh ammunition of all types. The tanks were placed
in hull down positions to deal with any Tark threszt from the "ALDARI
direction, whirh was deemed the only suitable Tank approach. Rerre
and Standing patrols were sent out to give early warning of another
rounter attack. All defenres were tied in and the Bn was perfectly
set for the next counter attack.

19. The serond counter attack was Inf. cum Tank from the left flank
along axis of road june. 309091 = ROATTI. First warning was given-from
a standing patrol of B "oy at houses 313094. The attacking foree con-
sisted of 7 Ik IV Sperial Tanks and roughli a "oy of infantry or more.
Fire was opened from these tanks from the houses 313094, one tank was
knocked out by Bn A.Tk guns aecross the lioro valleg. The bouses on the
edge of the town were subjented to ¥.G., H.E., and A, P. fir.
The attacking force split into two groups immediately after open-

fire.  Three tanks followed by infantry swung off the road to the
left thru the. olive groves, making for the 10 pl. position. The re-
meining tanks swung to the right, making for-1l and 12 pl. positions,
Our D.F. fire was -brought down, but the attark rame on. One tank on
the right was knocked out by Shermans and the three making for 10 pl.
positions wers all knorked out, altheugh one got into the middle of
the 12 pl. positions. The tank attack was then thoroughly broken and
no more was heard from them. A "ay H.Q. was heavily shelled by H.E.
and A.P. Heavy smoke conrentration appeared on A "oy's right flank
and a thrust from that direction was expected, but did not materialize.
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20. The infantry a~companying the tanks deployed when rlose-to

the town and attempted to infilirate in., They were met by such heavy
and arcurate fire from Bren guns and rifles that they were forred
back a number of times. The tanks were having exeellent li.G. shoots.
Dack time the enemy fell bark they reorganized-in the rcover of the
olive groves and ~ame on again, One group surceeding in getiing into
some houses on the edge of town, but wers trapped there and sfter two
or three were killed, waved a white flag and gave themselves up.

A 10{ were getting in longer range fire on the enemy left flank, Omn
our left flank 11 pl., in spite of = grave daenger of being outflanked,
held off all enemy and sucreeded in killing meny, A PIAT fired at o
tank at 75 yds range, was unsu~ressful as the bombs failed to explode,

21, After the fifth attempt to get intc the town had failed, the
enemy withdrew,lkeving behind many dead, some prisoners and five
knorked out tanks., One Sherman wes knorked out. 14 German demolition
party later blew up one of their knoerked out tanks,

The Bn was again reorganized. D "oy bolstered up the left
flenk and night positions were taken up. Patrols were sent out and
discovered the rd june. 309091 was held, Maldari area was very sotive
and there was ronsiderable digging antivity in the area of JABATTI
and this ridge artillery was used extensively with good efferi and
sn~reams and nuch yelling followed several shoois. About 2200 brs
re~ne partiss errived up from the L Edm K, who were pushing through
P.P.",L.I. ta take MALDARI in the morning. This was later ranrelled
and further orders were to be rereived in the morning. With the ex-
reption of shelling, mortaring, some larhine gunning frex the JUBATTI
ridge end one threat whiech raused o romplete siand to, the night
passed without ineident,

22. - 7 Dec was spent in the morning, getting some badly needed rest
and cleaning up. In the-alverncon the 7,0. of the R.¥.K. , 8 Ind Div,
arrived and recres were-~arried out preparatory to a relief that
night. The relief was rarried out without inecident and P.P.".L.I.
were nonrentrated with 2 Ndn Inf Bde in their original pesition by
midnight 7/8 Dee.

23, nMasuzlties in the Bn over the whole action were some eight
killed, O missing, believed POW., and sixty wounded. There were some
17 and 11 stretcher rases on the first and serond days respectively
and 32 walking wounded. Masuclties ocecurring as a result of the
heavy mortar and shell fire throughout the day were nested in "oy
areas until they could be brought to the R.A.P. in a quiet interval.
The R.A.P. was in the vieinity of Bn H.Q. Here they rereived necessary
first aid and were retained until dusk when mortar and shell fire

had diminished., Evanuation was-effented by stretrher-parties of 60
and 45 on the respenrtive days, romposed meinly of A Er~h personnel.
Their route was entirely overland for almost two miles in most diffi-
nult nonditions down the mlddy slopes of the valley and along the
river rourse to the bridge at 317087 where they were met by Bn and Fd
Amb transport, which took them to 5 "dn Fd Awb, I'.D.S. in SAN VITO.
The welking wounded made their own way back to the Rear R.A.P. at
Rear Bn H.., thenre in embulance rars to 1.D.S.

24, Between 45 and 50 prisoners were ftaken during the a~tion.
Those in the original assault were all from 5 "oy - Regt, %0 Pz Div
and by the time-the 2nd counier attack was over prisoners had been
taken from all roys of the Regiment, A mass of German equipment was
raptured inecluding 11.0's, rifles, pistols, wireless sets, telephones,
3 motoreyrles, ~lothing, bl:¢~%ets, food and ~igarettes. Six 8.1
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mortars were rapiured intact and ons a.Tk‘gun whirh was dragged up the
hill during the firs: eounter attark, These mortars and A.Tk guns were
later manned by trained personnel in fifle roys add used against the

enemy. It is estimated that considerably over 100 Germans were killed
the first day. ‘

COITHTS AND LESSONS LLARNED

25. The German immediate counter attuck sppesred %o be ezrellently
planned and-well supported. Thers was nu time lost in mounting it.

The serond counter attack with tank support was planned: but scpeared
%o be ~lumeily amounted. Time after time the infantry came in with
guts but as later learned from the nrisoners, fatalism. The tanks were
%0 have heen cne squadron strensth but only seven were eventually used
and then were not handlied skilifully,

26. The mosi apparent lessons which were learned, although all were
not new, were as under: , E
(a). The irmediate rounter attack happens almest ipmediately. even
during the mopping up ppﬁse, it is well supported by fire.

- (b). Germen mortar fire ia support of an attack romss down 100 yds
. or even less in front oZ their own troops.

. (e). The German soldier will always return Pire even if he has no
 1dea where it nomes frum,

(d). At night the German fires blindly, although probably on fixed
'iinea,,gven thoug» he has seen nc enemy, anu no-one is threatening
s post. ] '

(o), Thg German cold.er nas been taught and does shout and yell when
 he is attas o
(£). Lookouts must a’ways be maintained during heavy moriaring and

outposts must always protent men digging in. Smoke is used to take
atiention away from other F.U.P's.

(g). I a German wants to surrender he must be nade to ~ome to you.
They still pull ihe triek of apparently surrendering, but throwing
grenades and opening fire from a flank when troops go near them,

(h), It is imperative that D.F's should be registered before a pegi-
tion is attacked.

(j). iltc native wireless links sre alweys neressary, so there will
be no loss of time when sets are knoeked out by shell fire.

(k).-In a rrossing such as this, not only must full ammunition o
the caparity of the man be carried, but mule trains should-be already

packed, ready to follow up leading tps as soon as the objertive is

27. The degree of surprise attained in this cperation-was very bigh
indeed, and the enemy on the ¢bjective was thoreughly “caught napping".
This is attributed to skillful and thorough rerce and absolutie silence
in the rrossing, The absenne of any large seale preliminary fire plan
nonfused the enemy as to the size of the force-roming in against them,
and at first light they were farced with the ameomplished fant. Any
attack with a large force on a dark night, such-as this, will inevitably
lead to confusing fire fights in the dark with consequent delay and some
confuzion as to objectives until first light elarifies the situstion.
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28. Key personnel in P.F.~.L.I. during the operaiion w@were:-

0.0.

- 2 i/e.
Adj.

0.0. "A" coy.
0.0. "B" CO}{

- 0.N, nan (noy
- 0.0, "D" Coy

$.0s *ty Rep
. 4

CBV/TC

g FED

Lieut=tol 7.3, Ware, D.S.V,

Lajor R.P. 7lark

Ca t R.S. Graham
j or ¥, deN Watson, L.C.
apt R.F.S. Hobertson
Gapt W.l. Tousens

14;0* .0, Crofton

lajar H.3. Lang — 3 Fd Hegh
aior Foster

{C.B. Fa‘a}Lieut—Col
cowmding’ & OP .(‘010.- o



