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2 CDN _INT BDZ

SECTION ) / SUMMER'S IDYLL

1, The rest and trg period from 8 Jun %o 28 Jul was spent
in ideal surroundings around PIEDIMONTE D'ALIFE. Here 2 Cdn
Inf Bde enjoyed leaves and parties, swimming and dancing but
as the weeks went by a number of excellent exercises werc
done and a successful hde cercmonial parade was held. Thus
the bde carried out the order of the GOC 1 Gdn Div who spoke
to all units in turn on 10 Jul advising them to "work hard
and play hard",

2, Progrsssive trg commenced 12 Jul and was dono in the
mornings leaving the hot aftecrnoons for rest and recreation.
& bde NOO's School was commenced on 15 Jul 44, The first
major trg oxercise was Exercise DERBY, an inf-cum-tk exercise
which was carried out successively by all bns under div arrang
ments in the order: PPCLI, SELF OF G, LER, Tk and inf
movement and comns were stressced and 1os ons from the HITLER
LINE action were applied. On this trz bn flrst met 21 Tk Bde
with whom the bde later fought,

3 During this period all bns dcvoted time to ccremonial
drill in preparatlon for a bdec ccromonial parade to be hcld
at S INGELO air strip MR 109055, on DOMINION DAY. At 0900
hrs 1 Jul the bde moved by tpt to the paradc ground, At 1045
hrs the bns, cach parading 500 strong, mrrched on to the
paradc ground. The Bde EQ was rcprescnted by a composite

det of LORNE SCOTS and RCSigs persomncl. The bns looked very
smart indecd with uniforms pressed, new flashes up, clean
webbing and brass sparkling. The Gdn Inf Corps band and the
SEAF OF C pipc band paraded. ¥any scninr offrs and old
friends of the bdec flanked Lt Gen E.L.M. Burns, DSO.OBE MG, -
who inspected the bns and Sook the salute on tho March Past.
the bde first marching past in coln of ¢nys and then in coln
of route. Jnong the spechators were many convalcscent men

nf all bns rec-vering from HITLER LINE action wounds. The
'fair sex! was very pleasantly rcoprcsented by Cdn and NZ
nursing sistars. The cercarny weont sm~rothly and was followed
by an offrs luncheon held in a largc narquee »n the flying ..
Special smokers were held for the men in unit areas.

4, On 3 Jul the bde was ordercd to commence intensive trg
in Mtn Warfare, Unit trg was done with mule trains and man
packs, Each bn carried out an exercisc and a bde exercisec
HILLBILLY was planned to cap this typc of trg.

157 Annther inf-cum-tk cxercisc was planned fﬂr, crmmencing
4 Jul, This exercise known as VULCAN was arranged by 1 Cdn
Div with 21 Tk Bde co-operating. It was t» be done over ve 7
rugged ground with inf, arty, and tks firing live amn, The
exercise conecntraticd upﬁn perfecting co-op by establishing
sound 'drills! for inf and tks. sp cach other over heights
and water obstacles. The LT and PPCLI went successfully

ST

through the cxerecisc 7 Jul. SELF OF C actod as spectatars.
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6y In cormon with other bdes of the div, 2 Cdn Inf Bde noxt
participated in a 1 Cdn Corms movencent exercise namely TIMEOUT,
It involved a move of token veh of each unit, incl bnHQ veh,
and Bde HQ nm~ved less & & Q reps. The bde moved fron PIEDE-~
MONTE to the landing strip ncar Corps HQ wherc 1 Bde deployed
right, 2 Bde deployed left and took up posns on the axis

of the rd d>wn which the adv was made, Then elements »f

5 Cdn 4AmA Div nassed-thr ugh the posns and c-ntinued the

adv, Froblems of traffic c-ntr~l were those chiefly studicd.

s On 15 Jul, 2 Cdn Inf BAe issued the Op Order for excrcisec
HILLBILLY which cormenced 20 Jul. JIts cbject was £t~ study
the adv ~f the bde through hilly or mhuntainous e~untry where
nininum tpt eculd be used and cliff sealing and man or rule
packing ~f arin and sups would be required, The ground chosen
was very suitable and had been fought ~ver some months bef~re,
Part of the rd t» be negntiated had ~nce been sranned by brs.
which the German had blcown and the brs had not becn repaired
or replaced. SELF OF C and FPCLI actuslly carried ~ut the
adv, LIR (with det RCDs under cond) provided the 'cneny!
oppositions The bde nhved 'Ytwo-up!s SELF OF C moved along
the axis of the nmain rd but put a YGun' ¢~y »n either side
of the stcer grrge through which the rd led, ¥FPCLI werc
dirceted over nountainous country on the right flank. The
bn ~bjcctives were hills str-ongly held by the enemy which
eornanded the rd at a nt 5 miles NORTH =f the conc area
where the rd ran in o widc and fertilc velley. On the right
FPCLI h~? nard going and emuld get no veh all the way up the
route. Iule ~nd nan racking were »roctised as was stretcher
bearcr evacurti-n ~f cesualties., On SELF OF C =xis tho twn
blows “n the rd ¢~ul? NOT te bridged.s ZInrs :f LER blew and
dug 2 diversion =2t the first blow and SEAF OF C punrs used
explosive and ricks and shovels t- nake the seecnd blow
passable, Neither blow hampercd the inf but it was 7 hrs
after the attack begen befrre jecps could move up the axis
rd and no hgavier vch c¢ruld get fwd with ned sups ~nd ann
focd and water., The inf advanced slowly often derploying
when firecd ~n by nockets »f cneny ~n? Aid a gh~4 Aeal Af
olimbing as well =s a gront 2sal ~f mnrching, The enony werc
also wecll exercised ~nd mnny lessons were Ariven home and
were published asg cxercisc c-rmeonts “enling with the e-nc,
reccc and nlanning, the adv an? the assault °n the final
objectives. .

8. HILLBILLY proved t° be the elimax of trg for the Bde in
PIEDEMONTE for the exeo~aiec. . _ .. on 22 Jul and ~n 28 Jul
the hde was again on the move t. the Eighth Lrmy area,
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2 O INF BDE

SECTION 11 - ¥{ORENTINEG _INTHRLUDE

1. 2 Cdn Inf Bde moved on the night 28/29 Jul 44 to eqne in
Fighth Amy area near TREVI 980731 (sheet 131 FOLIGNO),\ The
bde staged 20 miles SOUTH of ROME on the bare flats and by
LACO TRASIMENO on the 1 Zug. Many of the bde used this large
alkaline lake to wash away the coated dust of the long journey,
On 2 Aug the bde settled into a conc arca NE of SIENA on
wooded hills, Considerable attontion was paid to camouflage
as the movement was made in the greatest scerecy and it was
hoped' to escape the notice of Germe’ air recce, Most
stringent seourlity regs were cnforced to hide our identity
from the natives,

2. On 4 isug the bde comd discussed with comd 2 NZ DIV the
takcover which was ordered, The bde was to replaee the

2 NZ DIV in posns SW of FLORAENCE reaching to the SOUTH bank
of the river ARNO. Most of FLORENCE lies to the NORTH of the
river, and was held by thc Ggxrons in unknown strength, )
Lrrangements wore made by the comds and apjrov¥cd by tholr
respective divs,

3, On 5 4Aug the takeover was carried out smoothly and
without attracting added enemy firec. Tho LER relicved 28 Bn
(Macri) in the SW part of FLORENCE; the PPCLI relieved
slements of the NZ DIV CAV =nd then chose posns over a very
large arca; the Seaf of C werce also well fwd and took over
from 2% NZ Bn and then dispersed widely., That night all bns
patrolled vigorously. The PPCLI and Seaf of C patrolled to
the ARNO without engagineg encmy bubt a patrol from the LER
which erossed into the city fought o sharp action and
suffered casualties. -

4, On 6 iwg, Brig T.G., Gibson ordsred PPCLI and Seaf of C

fwd some one thousand yds to posns closc to the ARNO ond these
they took up under intermittent sniping from enemy arty. In the
night 6 fug the LER werc rclicved in Florence by the HPER

¢f 1 Cdn Irf Bdec and took uj o ..ons giving the bde depth

for the firest time since the very long front had beeome the
Bde responsibility. The building that housed Bdc HR was

large and richly appointed and as it stood upon a high hill,
nade an excellent 0P, Geman ~rty bracketed the building for
the remainder of the bde stay bus ~nly the Erig's jecp was a
casualty. Engr rccce provided the infm from which a route tracc
of one and two way rds in the bde arca was issucd. In the area
blows werc nuncerous and liberally mined nnd sound traffic
m~rvement plan was esscntial, Partisams werce helpful in warne
ine tps of mined rds and lifting mines. Patrrls went ~ut again
that night.

5, 7 fug was very hot, The night patrols had crossed the ARNO

sn recce and engrs had found a ponssivie fording site for tks near
SIGNL br at 6669, Thrce Gorman potrols which infiltrated

during the night were driven ~ff and two »~f the cnemy were killed
and idcntificd as being from the 18 PG Regt, In the evening

the bdc was infm that the FILOwwriNh fighting would end for

2 CAn Inf Bde ~n 8 Aug whon 27 Ind In? Bde would relieve, The
Baé : was to move to 2 stagine area noar SIENL. German patrols
were again active on the bde front in the night but werc driven
off,

6. On 8 Aug recce parties pr-ceeded t~ the SIENA staging area,
In the FLORENCE Aarea. plans werc nads for the hendover t0 17 Ind
Bde., Fr-r a staff viewpt the mcth-4 ~f the takeovor left ruch
to be dgsired. 17 IND IXNF BDE had not got fron 'Q' Moves 1 Cdn
Div a correct concepti~n of the rd situ=tion in the area and had
planned t~ nove in by rds which wers ~ften narrow ~r were under
eneny ~bservation,
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2 Cdn Inf Bde hod %» plan carofully in »srder t2 withdraw bdec tpt -
the remaining rds. The comds ~f the ine-nming bns linised dircetly
with unit G0s and later the comd 17 IND INF BDE saw Brig T. G,
Gibson. In effeet the relieving bde made a rough plan for tho
rclief bofore secing the comd of 2 CaAn Inf Bde ~r his staff, In
the late aftern~en the IND BDE marched d~wn the hills toward our
posns, The sun was -n then and nmany of the rds c¢ould be clearly
“seen from the hills behind FLORENCE. ZEncniy shelling inereascd

and inflicted rore than 20 casualties upon the relieving bdes
Tharq‘were alsn casualties at HQ 17 IND INF BDE. The relief of
marching personnel was o-nplete by 2035 hrs, but bde tpt was
filtered back at open spacing grndually and it was 2400 hrs bedoxce
2ll vehs wore ready for the nave -ut.

7. It transpired that the div rove to FLORENCE was nart of a
cover plan to serecn the real operatinsnal intontisns of the Eighth
ATV It nust have given thc Gormon 'I' Stnff a headache., The
Bri~f action provided many new soldiers of 2 CDN INF BDE with an
opportunity to get a little 'battle innoculati~n', _
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2 CDN INF BDE

SECTION III FLANS AND PREDARATIONS

1, On 9 Aug the 2 Cdn Inf Bde movedinto an area on the
TIBER Just SOUTH of PERUGIA area 715829, 10 Aug was spent
in settling down in the new-area. Cleaning, polishing and
bathing were first priority. The vehs and personnel from
X area arrived to add to the comfort of the period.

24 Plans for improving the staff efficiensy of the bde
were made and to this end the BM called unit 'I' Offrs, 'I'
Sgts and Soout Offrs to a meeting where Intreps, Sitreps
and patrol reports were discussed and a uniform policy was
agreed upon.for rendering such infm,

3. On 13 &ug by direotion of the Bde Comd a questionnaire
was issued to all amms of the bde on the subjsot of River
Crossings. The 'I' Sec¢ built a large sand model of an area
of hilly country interscected by a river., ALAlthough only bde
“staff were then aware of the fact the model was a faithful
rex®duction of the area NORTH of the river METAURO in the
battle outposts to the GOTHIC LINE vhere bde ops were to
begin., The discussions were to begin at 0800 hrs Tue 15 Aug.

4, On l4 fwg each bn carried out a River Crossing Exercise
at a different spot on the TIBBR, Not only did inf take small
wpns across but unit pnrs blew approaches and exits by means
of which A tk guns were dragged across the obstacle., Lt Gen
E.L.M. Burns and the div comd visited the trg.

5¢ The River Crossing discussion was delayed until the
afternoon of 15 Aug as Lt Gen Sir Oliver Lecse, Bt CBE DSO
addressed a gp of offrs and men from this bde and other bns
of 1 Can Inf %iv at 1040 hrs., Soon after this address the
great news came through that #4llicd Forces had made successe
ful landings on the SOUTH coast of FRANCE.

6. TheRiver Crossing Discussion was dealt with in three
phases:?

(1) Initial Crossing and Forming Brhoad.

(i1) Consolidation of Crossing Places.

(iii) The Adv from the Brheead.

The discussion was lively =nd practical and continued
all day Wad 16 4Luge ‘



[3

LS

7+  On 17 Aug 'Discussion Highlights! -were issued by bds, By
this time the bde know that on night 18/19 fLug the div would
move to JESI area S3837 to conec for the type of op which 2 Cdn
Inf Bde had studicd and practiseds It was then felt and was
to be later proven, that the techniques thought out during this
brief greparator¥ trg period wera of great practieal walue to
2 Cdn Inf Bde. In this weck o bde Traffic Control Pl wag
formed, consisting of 1 Offr and 23 ORs, drawn from the bns
and the SiSK LI. This force will be att to Bdo HQ and will
reocive pro trg.

8+ 19 Lug found the bde conc in pleasant hilly country near
the town of BARBLRL not far SOUTH of the R METUURO. The bde
was conc below that very portion of the METAURO def line which
had been studied on the sand table., OPs worc now oreanized
and good air photos of the river area were oclosely s%udied.

9. By 23 Lug thc fwd assembly area had been elearcd of enamy
and at 1800 hrs marching tps of the three bns began the movo
to this arca followed after dark by F ech tpt. It was now
known that the div plan was to cross the R MET/URO on 2 two
bde front, two tns up on cach bde front. Thc op was to be in-
two phasces « first a silent river erossing to the linc of the
VI/. FLAMINIA and then an adv from this rd to brhead objectives
with arty sp in the form of violcnt cones to sweep the langs
of attaok,
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SECTION IV CROSSING OF THE METLURO

1. On the night 25/26 sug the attack w=s to be launched. On
24 ug all of 2 Cdn Inf Bde with sp ams was in posn and Bde
HQ issued 'Notes on Traffic Control at MET.URO ﬁ§VER Crassing!.
In this document it was specified whioch of the two crossings
(named 'G' and 'E') would be used by all bde vehs. Control
pts were established to ensurc thc orderly progression of tpt
to the crossings and the Staff Cart was in contrel of these
assisted by an offr of 1 Cdn Div Pro Coy. it one river cross-
ing, the Traffic Control offr was ipn charge; =2t the other
erossing, a Bde LO was in charge. *hese offrs were linked

to the SC's contrsl post by linc nnd each had a DR with him
for ndditional comn. Tpt was called fwd from unit veh harbour
areas when the crossings were opened and those vchs with
higher priority had crossed over, '

2. /dso on the night 24/25 lug partics of inf, sprs and tk
reps made a recoce of the crossing places 'G! and ' which
had becn tentatively chosen from engr infm, These they found
satisfaotory.

3., H hr was sot at 2300 hrs 25 fHug. The bde ntt-eke? with
PPCLI right, LER lcft. SELF OF C wera held back for the role
of exploiting from thc brhead and thrusting fwd toward the
main GOTHIC LINE. At 2235 hrs the PPCLI crossing the R
METAURQ and LER crosscd thirty mins later. Neither mot
aﬁposition as the coys moved silcently toward the VIAW FLAMINIL

orc the arty fire w:o. schcedulcd to begine Everything went
according to plan. Bn objcetives were sccurcd, Minoes were
elecarcd from the axs of adv and the sprs got the two erossinse
in good contition by 0445 hrs 26 jug, ~llowing the armarur and
all F ceh to cross the obstacle. Unit pnrs did execellent
work in sweeping mines from each bn ~dv axis,

4, Soon after daylight 26 Lug the SIAF OF C moved out of

the brhead and made good spped over the hills, The bn first
encountered real resistancc in the arca »f the CONVENTO BE.LIC
SLNTI 083674, SOUTH of MOMB.LROGCIO , Tais wes the main
objcetive of thc SELF OF Ce The attack was mounted 2t 1140
hrs and the hill overlooking the CONVENT pt 479 077667, was
seeured by noon, Here, SELF OF C ecncruntered fire from the
CONVENT arca and from MONTECICC..RDO, 0470. During the cvening
LER were orlercd to procecd fwd and take MONTIM.RINO 0668.
This was done by 2035 hrs. ™ring the attaek snc coy of LER
gct in bebtwoen two cor .. .ne eneamy catching them by surprise.
The oenemy werc awakesd =t the pt of a bayonct and many’ ‘
easualties werc inrlicted, PW taken. Booty inel horses, cart-
maps and a wircless sot,.
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5, During the night 26/27 isug, PPOLI were ordered to march
by night to the vicinity of MONTE /LTTERO 0865, and from
there to adv at first 1t to secure the high ground 0468 BAST
of MONTE S MARIA. The adv began at 0600 hrs, By 1330 hrs’
FPCLI recnorted that the leading coys werc on the ob ectiva,.
They were then ordered to pass on to MONTE CARBONI 0270.
Meanwhile 1 Cdn Inf Bde had occupied CONVENTO BEATO S.iNTI
thus securing the right flank., SEALF OF C sccuts were sent
to MOMBAROCCIO. Dolay during the day occurred owing to a
misunderstanding about the inter-bde bdy, for both RCR and
LER were planning an attack on the same piace = MONTZCICC.RDO,
Tha GOC ordered RCR to swing right of MONTECICC.RDO and LER
to take the t:zwn. The mounting of this attack was delayed
owing to enemy oprosition and re-grouping within the bn,
PPCLI hnd nushed on swinging lef$ and took MONTE CROCE 0468
and by 2000 hrs MONTE S MARIA 0368 after a stiff fight.

6. In the eerly mcorning of 28 fAug, LER had tps in the area
of MONTECICCARDO but had to withdraw them following a sharp
engagement in which the coy comd, Capt Roxborough, was killed.
By 0540 hrs word was received from LER that opposition was
very stiff and that tk sp was needed. The bde comd moved fwd
with Tac HQ to 073684, an excellent vantage pt from which to
see the MONTECICCARDO feature. Bde Comd and Lt Col Strickland,
0C 145 Regt R.C, went to sce Lt Col Thompson and ordered the
SELF OF C to move fwd on the right of LER. At 0845 hrs they
were established on the high ground 0769 to sp the LER attack
with fire. By 1045 hrs LER had moved up with the tks for

the attack on MONTECICC.LRDO, the time to be notified later,
It vas decided that the PPCLI, cstablished in MONTE S MLRIA
should hold up their adv to MONTE CA;BONI 0270 until the LER
situation had been cleared up. The LER assault started at
1210 hrs after a beneficial arty treatment. By 1400 hrs

fwd elements were in the town. A4t 2145 hrs LER reported that
they had consclidated in the town thus overlooking the FOGLIO
river. The SEAF OF C made a long night march to secure the
high ground on this side of the FOGLIO, slightly BAST of
GENIST:ETO 0571.

7. During the nfterncon of 28 iug it was learned that 11
0dan Inf Bde would take over from 2 Cdn Inf Bde which would be
withdrawn into res. At that time the final high ground had
not been securcd - LER being in the midst of their MONTECICC-
ARDO attaok an: the SEAF OF C moving NORTH to the high ground
overlooking the river, so 11 Cdn Inf Bdc waited until 2 Bde
had finishéd the job. As soon as MONTECZCCARDO was secured
the ‘relief began. PPCLI and LER were relieved in succession
by IRC and PERTH Regt. Not until first 1t on 29 Aug did the
SEAF OF C report that GENiol.wTO 0471 was securee. Ielief of

&

the SEAF OF C was complete by noon. :

8, During the® three day action the bde had adv a distance of
approx ten miles, capturing over 90' PsW end inflicting fairly
hy casualties. ur losgses were comparatively 1t, 2 offrs killed

and 2 wounded with OR casualtics totalling 19 killed, 117
wounded, and 12 missing. 2
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SECTION V. THE GOTHIC LINE

l. s the Corps reached tho i FOGLIL patrols at wurice
probed across the river and in places net with no opposition,
Honee on 30 iLug the attack plan wns made., DBoth divs were to
attack and of 1 Cdn Div, 3 Can Inf Bde and 2 Cdn Inf Bde
would attack on a one bn front. IVCLI were to lead 2 Cdn
Inf Bde and make a bde brhead. 4t 1600 hrs the WNSR put in
a bn attack across the FOGLI/ and at 1800 hrs comd 2 Can Inf
Bde was ordered to have a bn cross the FOGLIA thaet night and
est posns on the linc of the rd running parallel with the
river about a mile NOLTH of it. It was along this rd thet
the first hy belt of German defs werc known to ba.

2, Lt first 1t TPCLI reported phase I of the bn on
completed with two coys in posn on the line of the rd and
two others denloyed on the river flat on the enemy side of
R FOGLIA, It was learned that on the left, the IERTH Regt
were consolidated on the same rd, 1iCLI were ordercd, as

phase II of the bn op, to exploit beyond the rd, widening
the initial brhead and seize two heights right and left of
the brhead. Despite Shu nines which caused casualties and
tk nines which temporarily delayecd a sqn of 48 TR who were
in sp of IICLI the adv was successfully accorplished. By
1300 hrs two coys were well beyond the rd and the right fwd
coy by wheeling right were behind enemy posns which had nine
ned the WNSR down. /4 considerable number of eneny wore
killed by the inf and tks and 210 prisoncrs wecre takcn,
nmany from } Iara Div,

3. The div comd dccided at this time that an armd break
through 8f the GOTHIC LINE was a distinet possibility and
for this phase of the action 2 Cdn Inf Bdec were nut in sp of
21 Tx Bde., 145 THogt RUC with SELF OF C in sp werce ordered
agross the FOGLI. on the crossings developed by 3 Cdn Inf
Bde, By dusk this force had crosscd, swung through the
breach created by TTCLI and had pencsrated to the outskirts
of 10Z7Z0 LLTO.

4, During the night 31 “ng, 3 Cdn Inf Bde had made progrecs-
on the right and the open fiank of 2 Cdn Inf Bde was being
closed in. Both bdes were rmceting stiff op»osition. The -
145 Regt RC and SELF OF C attacked 10270 LLTO and consolid-
ated it by 0915 hrs takiag 18 I'sW. 4t 0900 hrs comd 21 Tk
Bde ordered 12 RTR over the FOGLIA by mcans of the three

3 Cdn Inf Bde crossings. The LER in sp rodec cn the tks and’
the force was across by 1030 hrs and on the move to pt 145
in 0279, which faced up to the dominating local featurc
MONTE IURO 0180+ On the left 11 Cdn Inf Bdc had got well fwd
capturing TOMBA DI IESARO 9979 bv 1%50 hrs. The LER attack
on MONTE LU was not Put in until 1900 hrs following a hy
pounding of the hill by arty and fighter bombers. The
attack succeeded and two local counter attacks were repulsed,
This victory gave the bdc contrnl of the most impertant
height in the arca,.
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5. In the night PICLI werc ordered up on the right
Tlank of MONTE LUXO n~nd then on to a posn at 031830 whore
enemy coming NW along thc coast might be intercepted. :
1VCLI reached this arca by 0600 hrs. There was, howecver,
no novenent of cncriy to the NW so apparently the eneny
withdrew carlier fronn the coastal def that had been
outflanked by the adv of 2 Cda Inf BAc %o the MONTE LURO
arca. The forece of 48 #{TR lcss onc sqn with one coy R22R
had been ordercd to push fwl to GRUDARA but had boen
halted by cnemy firc, It was later dccided to by-pass this
feature, leaving the 1222 and the 46 RTR to contain it.

6. During the morning SELF OF C and 145 Regt RLC swung

to the left of FINANO {pt 102 998847). The LER wero

ordered to take F.NLNO sc the left hook was delayed until
this attack could b mountcd, The LER attucked at 1645 hrs
and took FLNANO aftcr a brisk action, On this height were
six 3" naval guns, The XCD werc directed left to S GIOVANNI
(9684) and reached the town meeting very little onposition
at 1720 hrs,

7« The LER and ITCLI werc ordered to consolidate that evene
ing and patrol to the ceast and to GilDalth. No opnosi tion
was encountered, The SELF OF C adv in the night to rd junoc
977854 within 3000 yds cof the & CONC. and the coast town of
CATTCLICA. At thnis stage 1 Cdn Inf Bde passed through 2

Can Inf Bde which with 21 Tk Bdec re~grouped close tn CATT»
OLIG. for a period of re-org.

8+ In the 10 day period while 2 Cdn Inf Bde were out of
action 1 Cdn Inf Bde, 3 Cdn Inf Bde and the Gresk Mtn Bde
nrogressed from the river CONCAL t: the river MaR'NO. The
fighting was severe, and the cnany used more arty than in

any previous battles. Betwsen 10 Sep and 15 Ser it h=d been
-possible for 2 CGdn Inf Bde to study, in detail, the tentative
role of tho bde in the bresk through to the PO VALLIY.

To the SW of RIMINI were two featurcs with the river AUSA
running down thc intervening valloy. The larger feature
further NORTH was kncown as the SN FORTULLTC feature, It
ermanded the approached to RIMINI «nd wams the key to the door
onto the flats above the R M.RECCHIA. It was this latter
feature which 2 C2n Inf Baic werc first to secure and as phase
twe of the op, the bd.u ... ciucocd to thrust a bn with tk

8p across the & MAURCCHIA and est a brhead cutting the highe
way out of RIMINI in the same op. The bde plan was made

with SELF OF C right and ITCLI left in phase I with LEX sp by
C sgn 145 Regt RUC crossing R MIRECCHIL in phase IT.

9. During the night 15/16 Sep ITCLI and SELF OF C moved
across the R MARNC with orlers to take over from R22R in
the NE cnd of the S M/rINO ridre, ITCLI to nove to left
flank of SEiLF OF C, There the bns were to prepare for the
attack on S FORTUNALTO doing fwd recces as soon as possible.
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10, The KESTREL area, S MRTINC, proved to be vepry stubbornly
held by tps of the Para Div, lNMany days later when the battle
there was over, a huge concret MG cmplacement was found =t

the spot, This nost had been a major source of trouble « 411
day there was intensc cnemy shelling ~f the ridge. . 1700
hrs 16 Sep, the div comd ordercd that the attack on § FOT=-
UNATC be delayed until 18 Sep to permmit the 1 Br Div ¢t~ fimm
up the high gr-ound on it's front, That night at 22%0 hrs SE.F
CF C put in a onc coy attack on S M.RTINC tut were driven

off by tks and MG fire. Thc eneny had tks in the vieinity

and these were being used despite darkness., Desnite a two

coy attack at 0300 hrs the unit could not eapture KESTREL,

In the night TPCLI had moved a coy on to the spur called.
WHIPCCRD where = much weakened coy of R22R was alsc in posn,

11. Cn 17 Sep, KESTREL was still the obstacle to prevent
further progress and the div c¢omd approved a set-picce attack
with SEAF OF C capturing the featurec while 48 HIGHRS niaved
fwd on their right to posns parallel with KESTREL. This
attack was coord by comds 1 and @ Can Inf Bdes and was made
at 1330 hrs following hy arty fire on KESTREL. The SELF CF
C zot into the area but violent encmy arty and mortar fire
and MG firc stopped the inf while the sp tks were knocked

out by guns which they never saw. Some SEAF CF C pgot into
the buildings but enemy counter attacks drove them ~ut,

None of our tks reached the buildings and six were knocked
out. The 48 HIGHRS had ns success 1n their adv on the flank,

12, In the latc aftornonn the GOC ~rderecd a new plan, <The
SEAF OF C were to cone on § M.RTINO with the two coys which
had not been in the aftcrnoon fight and next morning the

LER would take the placs of SELF OF C in the =z23sault on S
FORTUN.TOs The GOC placed HIER under comd 2 Gdn Inf Bace The
SL of TPCLI was satisfactory but it was evident that if SELF
OF C could not take S MAQTINO then the LER would have to fight
for their SL. In the nisht SELF OF C agein falled to dislodge
the enamy from S MARTINO.

lg. The attezek toward S FORTUNATO started early on the

-18 Sep with LENQ noving off at 0430 hrs intent on getting S
MARTING with the leading coys who would pause there and
re=org vhile the other two pushed fwd. The LER were stonped
too by the KBSTREL dof. TIICLI net steady opposition but did
get fwd as planned., CYR further left wers also getting

ahead steadily. In these clrcumstemcos the bde comd re=
directed the res LER coys and the tks with them to the left
by the route FPFCLI had used, By 1030 hrs the fwd coys of
PLCLI were on the line of the rly, 8593, having suffered gquite
a number of inf and tk ecasualties, ;
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14¢ Tho fwd elements of 2 Cdn Inf Bde wore now on ground
commanded by the enemy from the front and from both flanks,
The bde comd had still a sqn of tks and two fresh coys of
both PPCLI and LER and the HIER who had come under cond the
night before,; and were availableé for the final thrust over
the MARECCHIA. It was deeided that the next thrust would
be made from the CYR arca wherc the least opposition had
been encountered, The new plan gave 2 Cdn Inf Bde a very
temporary holding role and a short breather., 3 Cdn Inf Bde
with HIT'ER under cocmd were to make a brhead across the [N
and exploit to the S FORTUNATO feature.

15, On rizht 18/19 Sep, ? Cdn Inf Bdc attack begin and
progressed well. The dawn found WNSR and HFER on thc lowsr
slopes of tha feature but they were not ordered ta press
fwd. Tho feature was known to be strongly defended and
again the German was using arty tery effeectively, On the
same night the 48 HIGHRXS had put patrols into S MIZTINC had
reported that the eneiay had withdrawa so that situation

was straightened out. The two fwd coys of PPCLI held their
posns ncar the rly through the day protecting the right
flank of 3 Cdn Inf Bde. The rost of the bde was re-organ—
1zing.

16, 2 Cdn Inf Bde were ordered to take the S FORTUNATO
feature by a night attack on night 19/2¢ Sep. The plan

was: (i) LER to make a silent infiltration in darkness
pushing through the encmy posns of the feature to a spur on
the rear side of it. (ii) EAF OF C were to follew up
when the LER reached this spur and wore to swing richt to
three objectives closer to the RIMINI edge of the feature.
The arty plan took the form of numbered block cone planned
80 that they straddled thc axis of each bn adv and could

be called off or repcated as desireds The attack went
extremely well and at first 1t the cnemy werc in the posn

of having Cdns in front and behind thom. ©On the left the
R22R were also over-running ruch of tho feature and taking
scores of prisoners, Thcre was hy hand to hand fighting ir
the dark and the early morning. 4 Tiger tk was knocked out
by Hawkins grenades and IIATs of the LER, Germans surrendered
in large numbers. Two counter attacks were mounted but arty
fire and the fire of tks which had got fwd soon aftcr 1t
dispersed these forces and by 0930 hrs although fighting was
still going on the featurec was definitely ours.

17. Tain had fallen and wns complicating fwd movement. The
PPCLI werc moved up in the early afternoon of 20 Sep to the
fwd side of S FORTUNATO and were ordered to est a brhead over
the R MARECCHIA. The start was delayed by Tiger tks and inf
located in the area of X rds at 823964 - NYLON, The OO0 of
the PPCLI had great ccmn difficulties and the planned adv

d14 net begin until late in the night when it proceeded with
slight enemy opposition., 4t 0520 hrs PPCLI wers on the
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firat objective, the rd junc on thec lateral rd fron JWINI,
fronting the MARECCHIA (818973). By 0845 hrs ITCLI roported
the fwd coys across the MARECCHIA with 1t rcsistance only
being riet although shelling was hy. The fords were casily
passable, The LER were moved up behind the trhead in the
arca fwd of NYLCN to be in posn either to enlarge the brhcad
or proteot the IFPCLI fron any countor attack froa the RIMINI
area, iTCLI were ordered tu send 2 coy from the hrhead arca
along the lateral rd to rd junc 828994 to link up with 1

Bde whe had by this time passed, pushed elenents through
QIMINI and over the MALIECCHI.. - By 1400 hrs the sprs roported
rds and crossings improved for all traffic,

18. At 1600 hrs 21 Sep, 5 NZ Inf Bde werc ~riercd to pass
through the brhead held by IFCLI and all Cin traffie was
eloared from the rds whiech were narrow and nuddy. 3TCLI
were the cnly bn of the bde still cngaged with the oncny
although the LER area was subjcotcd to soric shelling.
Word was reeeived that on 22 Sep the bde would pull baek
into a res posn at ChTTULIC:, the Div having cone into
Corps res.

19, With thc receipt of the order putting thc bde into
res, 2 Cdn Inf Bde cnded a very active four weck period.
The hde ocane & long way retween 25 fug and 22 Scp and in
hand to hand fighting, never failed to soundly trounce

the German soldier. It is quitc elear that the cneny

had hoped and intended to hold the GOCTHIC LINE ncar

RIMINI and had put his hest tps, the 1 ¥ara Div, in tc
stiffeor this line. .DBde losses were oonsiderable, particular:?v
after crossing the MARANO, bhut rust he measured by tho good
posults obtainoed, The men came out tired but with lots of
fight still in them and could fcel with justifieation that
the traditions of the bde had hcen worthily upheld.
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ARMY CUMMANLER'S (FFICE - HEALQUARTERS,
EIFHTH ARIY,
C.l.F,

Dear Bogert

My very best congratulations to vou and aill your
Ufficers and Mon for the splendid fight vou have
carried out to capturc and hold your important
bridgechecad over the SAVIO. T am convinced that vour
battle has besn the most Important factor-in forcing
the ensmy to withdraw, and your bridgchead has bec
of the greatest assistance to 5 Corps. The way ybuf
Erigade secured a‘big L:idgeheud, smashed all encmy
counter attacks, and surmountcd 21l the difficultlsg
of having nc brideec behind, wag maegnificent. The
fighting spirit, dets rmination and enternrise of
everyons were outstanding, and great cndursnce was
Ehbwn:- The battle has besen a graat cxample of how
determined, well trainad infantry cen destroy cnemy
tanks with their own weepons. I congratulsnte too
your sunporting artillery which rmust ha%e donc finec
work in helping 5o dofend tho bridschind. You have
inflicte@.hoavy casusldics on the cnemy, and have
captured a large number of prisoncrs from onc of his
best Divisiens,

Well deon: indeed. 411 good luck.

Yours sincerasly

R.L. McCreery



